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ALL HOPE GIVEN UP  
(SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2018) 

SCRIPTURE: JONAH 1; ACTS 27:1-20 

INTRODUCTION 

Listen to two different passages written by Paul: 

2Cor. 1:8   For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came 
to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we 
despaired even of life. 9 Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 
should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 

Phil. 4:4   Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

There is no contradiction, of course, in these passages. 

The believer can and must rejoice in all situations, not because your life is easy, but because 
we have assurance in God’s promises. We have assurance in Jesus Christ. 

Listen to another very familiar passage, but what we must say are some of the most chilling 
or haunting words in Scripture. 

Psa. 22:1    My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  Why are You so far from 
helping Me,  And from the words of My groaning? 
2  O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear;  And in the night season, and 
am not silent. 

These words of David were, as you know, spoken by our Lord during His crucifixion. 

They express in words the suffering and judgment that our Lord endured for us. 

These words for the believer properly understood are words of great comfort. What is your 
comfort in these words? 

As Paul stated in Romans 8, 
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Rom. 8:31   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

Because Christ was forsaken in bearing the punishment that you deserve, you can have 
confidence that you will never be forsaken. 

Though you may experience the darkest and most dangerous situations imaginable you 
know that you are never forsaken by God. 

This will be at the heart of our study as we look at a passage unique in ancient writing Acts 
27. 

We are first going to look at some introductory and background material and then we will 
look at verses 1-20 in four parts. 

 

1) WHY THIS CHAPTER? BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION. 

Listen to Acts 18:21-23, the end of Paul’s second missionary journey and the start of his third 
missionary journey. 

Acts 18:21 but [Paul] took leave of them, saying, “I must by all means keep this 
coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing.” And he sailed 
from Ephesus. 

Acts 18:22   And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the 
church, he went down to Antioch. 23 After he had spent some time there, he departed 
and went over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the 
disciples. 

Luke summarizes months of Paul’s life and many miles in travel in just three verses. 

But Acts 27 and the first part of Acts 28 present great detail, the greatest detail anywhere in 
Scripture, of a journey. 

Why? 

There are legal and theological reasons for Luke giving us such detail. 
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Paul in 2 Cor 11:25 stated before this journey that he experienced shipwreck three times and 
spent a night and a day in the ocean after one of them. We have no more information about 
those challenging times. 

But this journey to Rome is the climax to the book. 

It is an amazing story of God’s Providence. 

It demonstrates one of the main themes in Acts that of God’s protection through 
immeasurable difficulties. 

And legally there are important details in our account that could have been used in Paul’s 
defense. 

Luke for example tells us the name of the centurion in charge of Paul in verse 1. Everything 
Luke presents could be verified through the centurion, Julius of the Augustan Regiment. 

In verse 3, Paul was given a measure of freedom and yet he did not use that to escape. Here 
Luke shows that Paul is no criminal but rather an innocent man. 

In verse 9, there is reference to the Fast, that is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Paul, 
Luke, and Aristarchus were running on the Jewish calendar, not using the dates of another 
religion or even the Roman empire.1 

Other details in the narrative could have been used in Paul’s defense before Nero. 

This chapter is unique not just in Scripture but in ancient writing. It gives an account of sea 
travel with detail that you don’t find anywhere else. 

In 1880, a Scotsman by the name of James Smith, Esq. wrote a book called The Voyage and 
Shipwreck of St. Paul. You can read this book for free online. 

In the introduction to the book, Mr. Smith wrote of Luke’s narrative: 

“No sailor would have written in a style so little like that of a sailor; no man not a 
sailor could have written a narrative of a sea voyage so consistent in all its parts, 
unless from actual observation. This peculiarity of style is to me, in itself, a 
demonstration that the narrative of the voyage is an account of real events written by 
an eye-witness. A similar remark may be made on the geographical details. They must 

                                                 
1 Mauck, 178-179. 
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have been taken from actual observation, for the geographical knowledge of the age 
was not such as to enable a writer to be so minutely accurate in any other way.”2 

Indeed, we have great detail in this account in that in just the first half of this account we 
have at least 15 geographical names or nautical terms used. 

Luke has given us significant detail.  

As I prepared for this text, I thought about the best way of trying to present it. 

I am sure that many preachers and commentators would handle the entire chapter in one 
message or sermon. I have done the same in the past, but this week I determined not to rush 
through the chapter. 

I believe verse 20 is the center of the account in terms of the sea voyage. 

Verse 20 is also the darkest or lowest point in the account, with the phrase, “all hope that we 
would be saved was finally given up.” 

Our goal will be to try to appreciate some of the details as well as the drama as Luke has 
carefully written for our blessing and instruction. 

 

2) FROM FAIR SAILING TO NO HOPE, VV. 1-20 

One of the massive cruise ships sailing today is called The Freedom of the Seas. It is over 
1100 feet in length, sits 209 feet above the water and measures 160,000 gross tons. 

That is a ship! 

There were no pleasure ships in Paul’s today, obviously. If you wanted to sail somewhere, 
you had to try to find a cargo ship. 

Because the city of Rome grew to such a massive size, about a million people, it was very 
hungry for grain. And so there was a steady stream of ships that sailed for Rome. 

A decent size ship at this time was about 500 tons. The Emperor Caligula had a ship that was 
1300 tons. Some of these ancient boats were over 200 feet in length. 

                                                 
2 James Smith, The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul, xlvi-xlvii. 
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For perspective, the Mayflower was only about 100-110 feet in overall length and carried 135 
passengers on its most important voyage. 

Verse 37 says that the second ship that Paul sailed on in this chapter had 276 people on board. 

You can only imagine that the quarters people had for sleeping and other purposes were 
incredibly tiny and I am sure very unpleasant. 

It is almost impossible for us to try to really appreciate what this journey would have been 
like, but we will do our best as we look at verses 1-20 in four parts. 

a. A good start, vv. 1-3 

b. Maybe not so easy, vv. 4-8 

c. Paul's warning ignored, vv. 9-12 

d. From difficulty to no hope, vv. 13-20 

 

A good start, vv. 1-3 

What did Festus write concerning Paul to Nero? That we are never told. 

Chapter 26 did end with the comment that Paul was innocent. He could have been set free, 
but he had appealed to Caesar and to Caesar he would go. 

Paul was given over to the custody of another centurion, Julius, one who was part of the 
Augustan Regiment.  

Notice also in verse 1, that Luke writes using the first person plural pronoun, we. Luke was 
with Paul as he travelled to Rome. At least one other friend travelled with them, Aristarchus 
a Macedonian from the city of Thessalonica. 

Aristarchus was with Paul during the dangerous time in Ephesus. He continued to travel 
with Paul to Jerusalem. It is likely the case that he ministered to Paul during his entire 
imprisonment in Caesarea. And he continued to be with Paul during his time of house arrest 
in Rome. 

And now he and Luke would continue to assist Paul as he made this important journey to 
Rome. 
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The first leg of the journey was from Caesarea north to Sidon, a journey of about 75 miles. 

This journey was made using a ship that was from the city of Adramyttium, a seaport city on 
the western coast of Asia Minor, what today is Turkey. 

This journey went as planned. It was a good start. 

And notice that once in the city of Sidon, Paul had freedom to visit his friends. 

As I mentioned earlier, this detail could have served in Paul’s legal defense. He had the 
opportunity to escape, but, of course, he did not. 

 

Maybe not so easy, vv. 4-8 

As I mentioned before, there were lots of ships that sailed to Rome. But there was a window 
of time for good sailing to Rome. From November through March, generally you did not sail 
on the Mediterranean. It was just too dangerous. 

Now obviously, the boat captains and sailors knew the dangers of sailing. So, it must have 
been anticipated that if things went well, they could make it to Rome just before the end of 
the sailing season. 

But right after setting sail from Sidon, it became apparent that this was not going to be an 
easy trip. 

Vere 4 speaks of winds that were contrary, that is blowing in the wrong direction. This 
changed the plan for sailing. 

Verse 4 says that they sailed under the shelter of Cyprus. 

That almost makes it sound like they sailed south of the island of Cyprus, but the phrase 
means that they sailed under the lee of Cyprus, that is they used the island to protect the ship 
from the winds and sailed on the north side of Cyprus. 

Finally, the ship made it to the city of Myra on the south coast of Turkey. 

This leg of the journey was about 440 miles and took an estimated 15 days. That is slow 
sailing. 
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An apocryphal work called the Acts of Paul states that in Myra, Paul preached and healed a 
man with dropsy. Problems came from this, Paul ended up healing a blind man and raising 
another man from the dead.  

It is possible that Paul did preach in the city, certainly if he was given the opportunity he 
would have, but this is legend rather than Scripture. 

While in the city of Myra, the centurion found another ship that was heading to Rome. 

Verse 6 states that this ship was from the city of Alexandria. And we know that this was a 
very important city in Egypt that helped supply grain to Rome. 

Sailing in more dangerous times like described in this chapter brought special bonuses. 
Insurance policies were even written to help cover loss. 

The new ship left the city of Myra for Rome. 

Verse 7 states that this was slow sailing. Rather than sailing out into the heart of the 
Mediterranean, the ship stayed close to the coast. 

It is approximately 130 miles from Myra to Cnidus. 

Cnidus is at the end of a long, narrow peninsula at the western part of Turkey. 

From Cnidus, the ship sailed south to the island of Crete. 

It is about 100 miles from Cnidus to Salmone on the tip of eastern Crete. 

They then went another 60 miles to the port of Fair Havens near the city of Lasea. 

James Boice says the port city of Fair Havens must have been named by the Chamber of 
Commerce as it was not a fair place. People tried to avoid this city if possible.3 

 

Paul's warning ignored, vv. 9-12 

In verse 9 we have a direct reference to the timing of this important journey. 

Verse 9 speaks of the Fast, which is the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. 

                                                 
3 Boice, 411. 
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This was the only day in the OT that required God’s people to fast. In our calendar, this day 
was October 5 in the year 59. 

So they were already past the time when navigation started to be dangerous and coming 
close to the time when there was essentially no navigation. 

Paul spent a great deal of time on the sea. Eckhard Schnabel estimates from all of Paul’s 
travels described in the NT, that Paul traveled by ship approximately 7000 miles. 

I quoted from 2 Cor. 11:25 that before this, Paul had already experienced three shipwrecks. 

Though not trained as a mariner, he knew something about sailing and experiencing disaster. 

I think we can say this is the basis for his word of warning in verse 10. 

Notice that verse 10 says nothing about a direct revelation from God, though some suggest it 
was. 

I would say this warning was not a direct revelation from God because in the end it was not 
completely fulfilled. There was loss of all the cargo and the ship but no lives were lost. 

Isn’t it also interesting that Paul, a lowly Jewish prisoner, was treated with respect such that 
he even had an audience with the centurion, the captain, and the ship’s owner? 

They must have realized that Paul was someone to hear even if they would in the end follow 
their own thinking. 

What should they have done had they listened to Paul’s warning? 

I think the answer is find somewhere east to harbor in for the winter season rather than try to 
make it further west. 

Verse 12 states that Fair Havens was not the place to stay, but they could have gone east, but 
instead they chose to try to make it the port city of Phoenix, not Arizona, on the southwestern 
end of Crete. This was only about 30 miles away. 

On one hand, it seems reasonable that they could have made it, but they would never make it 
to the city of Phoenix.  

 

From difficulty to no hope, vv. 13-20 
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Luke’s narrative is beautifully written. It is not that we get the exact sense of being there, but 
we can understand very well this journey. 

Leaving Fair Havens, it seemed that they made the right choice to head west. 

The winds came softly from the south. They could make this. Since they were only going 30 
miles, they would stay close to the island of Crete. 

But things quickly changed. 

Instead of soft, gentle winds from the south, the ship faced a tempestuous head wind that 
even had a name. 

When some storm or wind has a name, you know you are dealing with something serious. 

The name Euroclydon or Euroauqilo is a combination of a Greek and Latin words, referring 
to a wind coming from the north and east. 

This was a wind that came off the peaks of the mountains of southern Crete, some of which 
are over 3000 feet. 

The name of this wind is so famous that it is even found in the book Moby Dick. 

This wind was so strong, that they had no choice but to simply let the wind take them 
wherever it would. 

I don’t know very much about sailing, but I can understand that this technique has little 
guarantee of getting you where you hope to end up. 

Now thankfully even with the strong winds, they were able to still make it west. 

As they passed Clauda, they realized that they had to secure a very small rowboat called a 
skiff that would be used to lay anchors and used for landings. It was not exactly a lifeboat, 
but similar to that. 

As they kept going, they feared that they would be driven farther south to the coast of North 
Africa and what are called the Sytris Sands, famous for being a graveyard for ships. 

Josephus says the name itself struck terror into those who heard it. 

Now they were probably about 200 miles north of northern Africa, but the narrative shows 
that for a time they lost track of where they were heading. 
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Fearing shipwreck the sailors did whatever they could. There are two words in verse 17 that 
are difficult to translate but likely have to do with ropes, sails, or anchors. 

Then the next day, they started throwing cargo overboard. This attempt to lighten the load 
went on for two more days. 

And then verse 20 takes us to the darkest part of this journey. 

all hope that we would be saved was finally given up. 

Marshall writes: 

The culminating point in the description of the storm is the fact that the sailors had no 
idea of where they were in relation to land, or rocks or shoals. The foul weather 
prevented any observations of the sun or stars by which they might have made some 
reckoning of their whereabouts. Humanly speaking, there appeared to be no chance of 
survival, and despondency settled on the ship.4 

Imagine being on a ship in the midst of the storm where everyone is thinking this is the end! 

That is where Luke takes us in verse 20. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Though you may experience the darkest and most dangerous situations imaginable you 
know that you are never forsaken by God. 

Q. 18. What are God's works of providence? 
A. God's works of providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 
governing all his creatures; ordering them, and all their actions, to his own glory. 

 - There are situations we can understand, and these should lead us to praise God. 

- There are aspects of God’s Providence that we will not understand. These should lead us 
to humility and trust that God is working for His glory and our good. 

                                                 
4 Marshall, 430. 
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Read the book of Psalms looking for the number of times David or another Psalmist speaks of 
his life and dangerous situations. 

The words “my life” are found 27x just in the book of Psalms. 

Think of how many of God’s people throughout Scripture were tested and tried to the point 
of death and of course some were brought to the end of life. 

Our assurance again is in Christ. 

Rom. 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we 
also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Prayer 

Hymn 382 

 

Benediction – Philippians 4:19-20 

And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 


