
“Saul Remembered” 

1 Samuel 31:8-13 

(Preached at Trinity, June 17, 2018) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. We come to the end of the Book of 1 Samuel but we must remember that 1 & 2 Samuel 

were originally a single book. The place they chose to divide it is significant because it 

marks the transition from the reign of Saul to the reign of David. 1 Samuel ends with the 

death of Saul and 2 Samuel opens with the reign of David.  

2. Before we begin 2 Samuel and leave 1 Samuel behind, I want to close with a look at the 

life of Saul. I title tonight’s sermon, “Saul Remembered.” Saul was Israel’s first king. His 

reign lasted 40 years. There would be a long line of kings, some were righteous but most 

were wicked. Scripture holds before us the reign of the kings with great honesty. No 

effort is made to cover-up their sins. The way Scripture deals with Saul offers instruction 

to us regarding the church and its leaders.  

 

I. Saul’s rise to the office of king 

 A. Israel had demanded a king 

1. Remember the context of their demand. It was the period immediately 

following the judges. It was a period of general lawlessness 

Judges 2:16-17 NAU - "Then the LORD raised up judges who 
delivered them from the hands of those who plundered them.  17 Yet 
they did not listen to their judges, for they played the harlot after 
other gods and bowed themselves down to them. They turned aside 
quickly from the way in which their fathers had walked in obeying the 
commandments of the LORD; they did not do as their fathers.” 
Judges 21:25 NAU - "In those days there was no king in Israel; 
everyone did what was right in his own eyes."  

2. Their demand for a king was a rejection of God’s reign 

1 Samuel 8:7-8 NAU - "The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the 
voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have 
not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over 
them.  8 "Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I 
brought them up from Egypt even to this day-- in that they have 
forsaken Me and served other gods-- so they are doing to you also."  

3. Their motivation wasn’t a desire for a godly government. Their motivation 

was to be like the world. 

1 Samuel 8:5 NAU - "Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all 
the nations."  

4. God gave them the desire of their heart. Their request would ultimately be 

their undoing.  

1 Samuel 8:22 NAU - "The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to their 
voice and appoint them a king."  
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 B. God anointed Saul 

  1. It was by God’s appointment that Saul was raised up. 

1 Samuel 9:15-16 NAU - "Now a day before Saul's coming, the 
LORD had revealed this to Samuel saying,  16 "About this time 
tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
shall anoint him to be prince over My people Israel"  

  2. Saul had all of the outward benefits of an excellent king 

   a. He came from a good family 

He was from the tribe of Benjamin. His father was described as a 

“mighty man of valor.” 

   b. Saul also enjoyed God’s physical blessings 

1 Samuel 9:2 NAU - "He had a son whose name was Saul, 
a choice and handsome man, and there was not a more 
handsome person than he among the sons of Israel; from his 
shoulders and up he was taller than any of the people."  

3. God’s choices for leaders are not based upon outward appearance but by 

His sovereign direction. Saul was equipped by God to lead Israel 

1 Samuel 16:7 NAU - "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  

4. David recognized God’s ordination of Saul 

1 Samuel 24:10 NAU - "I will not stretch out my hand against my 
lord, for he is the LORD'S anointed."  

 C. The same is true for our church leaders 

  1. Pastors are called by God 

John Davenant – “Since the Church is the household of God, no one ought 

to exercise any function in it but by the legitimate calling of God himself. 

They who have not received this ordination are but intruders into the 

concerns of another man’s family without either appointment or the 

approbation of the master.” 1 

Charles Spurgeon – “An ambassador unsent would be a laughing-stock. 

Men who dare to avow themselves ambassador for Christ, must feel most 

solemnly that the Lord has committed them to the word of reconciliation. 

Surely a steward must hold his office from the Master. He cannot be a 

steward merely because he chooses to be so, or is so regarded by others. 

There must evidently be authority ere a man can legally become a bishop, 

the steward of God.” 2 

2. It is a solemn duty that must be held with fear and trembling. A stewards, 

pastors are caring for sheep that belong to another.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Davenant, John, Colossians, Geneva Series of Commentaries, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth 

Trust, 2009) page 295. 
2 Spurgeon, C.H., Lectures to My Students, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2008) pages 21-

22. 
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II. Saul’s sin 

 A. At first Saul’s reign offered great promise 

  1. He was empowered mightily by God 

1 Samuel 10:6 NAU - "Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon 
you mightily, and you shall prophesy with them and be changed 
into another man."  

  2. He was well received by the people 

1 Samuel 10:24 NAU - "Do you see him whom the LORD has 
chosen? Surely there is no one like him among all the people." So 
all the people shouted and said, "Long live the king!"  

  3. He received God’s righteous law – the ordinances of the Kingdom 

1 Samuel 10:25 NAU - "Then Samuel told the people the 
ordinances of the kingdom, and wrote them in the book and placed 
it before the LORD."  

B. But Saul did not have a righteous heart, a heart to honor and obey God without 

compromise 

 1. Samuel’s words to Israel would be prophetic 

1 Samuel 12:15 NAU - "If you will not listen to the voice of the 
LORD, but rebel against the command of the LORD, then the hand 
of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your fathers."  
1 Samuel 12:25 NAU - "But if you still do wickedly, both you and 
your king will be swept away."  

2. Saul was self-willed and impulsive. This would lead to sin that quickly 

destroyed his reign. 

a. His first sin was the result of his impatience and lack of faith. He 

took upon himself to make a burnt offering, something only the 

priest was authorized to do. 

1 Samuel 13:9 NAU - "So Saul said, "Bring to me the burnt 
offering and the peace offerings." And he offered the burnt 
offering."  

b. Scripture did not cover up the sins of Israel’s leaders. Saul was 

condemned for his act of disobedience.  

1 Samuel 13:11-14 NAU - "But Samuel said, "What have 
you done?" And Saul said, "Because I saw that the people 
were scattering from me, and that you did not come within 
the appointed days, and that the Philistines were assembling 
at Michmash,  12 therefore I said, 'Now the Philistines will 
come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the 
favor of the LORD.' So I forced myself and offered the burnt 
offering."  13 Samuel said to Saul, "You have acted foolishly; 
you have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, 
which He commanded you, for now the LORD would have 
established your kingdom over Israel forever.  14 "But now 
your kingdom shall not endure."  

c. Saul never humbled himself in genuine repentance. David also 

grievously sinned, but he cried out in repentance. 

Psalm 51:4 NAU - "Against You, You only, I have sinned 
And done what is evil in Your sight,"  
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C. The leaders of Christ’s church must also be held to a high standard 

1. Like all believers, pastors must deal with their sins through confession and 

repentance. Sins of selfishness, pride, anger, impatience, sloth, 

covetousness, gossip, etc. are as possible for church leaders as for any 

other Christian.  

2. But some sins are more heinous than others. Sexual sin can be career 

ending.  

John MacArthur – “I have watched with alarm the latest trend in the 

church. I am shocked at how frequently we are seeing Christian leaders sin 

grossly, then step back into leadership almost as soon as the publicity dies 

away. Sadly, Christians don’t expect much of their leaders anymore. Gross 

sin among Christian leaders is epidemic—a symptom that something is 

seriously wrong with the church. But an even greater problem is lowering 

biblical standards to accommodate our leaders’ sin. Conservative 

Christians have for the most part of the twentieth century focused on the 

battle for doctrinal purity. It is right that we have. But we are losing the 

battle for moral purity. Some kinds of sin irreparably shatter a man’s 

reputation and disqualify him forever. Sexual sin is singular in its effects 

on those who fall to it. It is true that no one is perfect. All of us—including 

me—fail the Lord and sin against Him. Still, it is one thing to fail in a 

moment of anger and lose one’s temper, or stumble in weakness and say 

something careless or unkind. To compromise with regard to sexual 

morality and have one’s sin known to the world is another matter because 

of the lasting reproach that inevitably accompanies such sin.” 3 

3. Because of the nature of their public leadership role, pastors are easy 

targets for false accusations. There will often be individuals opposed to 

what they say or do. They can become targets for attack. Pastors must be 

protected from false accusations.  

Protection from false accusations does not imply protection against sinful 

actions or the cover-up of sin. Our instruction is clear: 

1 Timothy 5:19-20 NAU - "Do not receive an accusation against an 
elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.  20 Those who 
continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also 
will be fearful of sinning."  

  4. The Bible did not coverup the sins of Saul 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Quoted from If Ministers Fall, Can They be Restored, by Tim LaHaye (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1990) pages 148-150. 
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III. Saul’s faithfulness to his office 

 A. The sins of Saul tend to overshadow his faithfulness 

  1. Israel had asked for a king. They stated clearly their reason: 

1 Samuel 8:19-20 NAU - "Nevertheless, the people refused to 
listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, "No, but there shall be 
a king over us,  20 that we also may be like all the nations, that our 
king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles."  

2. In the Book of judges God raised up judges to deliver Israel when they 

cried out regarding an enemy that had risen up against them. 

 Israel wanted a powerful military leader.  

a. Saul was faithful to this task. 

1 Samuel 14:47-48 NAU - "Now when Saul had taken the 
kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on 
every side, against Moab, the sons of Ammon, Edom, the 
kings of Zobah, and the Philistines; and wherever he turned, 
he inflicted punishment.  48 He acted valiantly and defeated 
the Amalekites, and delivered Israel from the hands of those 
who plundered them."  

b. When Saul had finally cornered David and was about to overtake 

him, he turned away to defend the cities of Israel from the 

Philistines 

 1 Samuel 23:26-28 NAU - "Saul and his men were 
surrounding David and his men to seize them.  27 But a 
messenger came to Saul, saying, "Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have made a raid on the land."  28 So Saul 
returned from pursuing David and went to meet the 
Philistines; therefore they called that place the Rock of 
Escape."  

B. Chapter 31 records for us the tragic end of Saul. We read of the ultimate 

consequence of his sin.  

  1. Judgment had been pronounced upon Saul the night before: 

1 Samuel 28:17-19 NAU - "the LORD has torn the kingdom out of 
your hand and given it to your neighbor, to David.  18 "As you did 
not obey the LORD and did not execute His fierce wrath on 
Amalek, so the LORD has done this thing to you this day.  19 
"Moreover the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into 
the hands of the Philistines, therefore tomorrow you and your sons 
will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army of Israel 
into the hands of the Philistines!"  

  2. This chapter records the fulfillment of that pronouncement: 

Verse 6, "Thus Saul died with his three sons, his armor bearer, and 
all his men on that day together."  

   We read of the humiliating end of Saul: 

1 Samuel 31:9-10 NAU - "They cut off his head and stripped off his 
weapons, and sent them throughout the land of the Philistines, to 
carry the good news to the house of their idols and to the people.  
10 They put his weapons in the temple of Ashtaroth, and they 
fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan."  
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3. But the story doesn’t end there - Verses 11-13 are provided for our 

consideration.  

a. Years before at the beginning of Saul’s reign he had valiantly gone 

to the defense of an Israelite city in need. 

1 Samuel 11:1-2 NAU - "Now Nahash the Ammonite came 
up and besieged Jabesh-gilead; and all the men of Jabesh 
said to Nahash, "Make a covenant with us and we will serve 
you."  2 But Nahash the Ammonite said to them, "I will make it 
with you on this condition, that I will gouge out the right eye of 
every one of you, thus I will make it a reproach on all Israel."  
1 Samuel 11:11 NAU - "The next morning Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they came into the midst of 
the camp at the morning watch and struck down the 
Ammonites until the heat of the day. Those who survived 
were scattered, so that no two of them were left together."  

   b. Verses 11-13 are a wonderful account of graciousness. 

It had been 40 years but the people of Jabesh-gilead had not 

forgotten what Saul had done.  

c. Saul had been a wicked king. Many suffered under his reign. 

David’s 600-man army was comprised of those who fled from 

Saul’s oppression. But Jabesh-gilead remembered Saul’s 

deliverance. 

d. In a marvelous act of graciousness, and at great personal risk, 

valiant men from Jabesh-gilead traveled all night and entered the 

land occupied by the Philistines. They took the bodies of Saul and 

his sons and buried them at Jabesh. 

e. David did not fail to recognize their gracious act 

2 Samuel 2:5-6 NAU - "David sent messengers to the men 
of Jabesh-gilead, and said to them, "May you be blessed of 
the LORD because you have shown this kindness to Saul 
your lord, and have buried him.  6 "Now may the LORD show 
lovingkindness and truth to you; and I also will show this 
goodness to you, because you have done this thing."  

C. The Bible describes the chief work of the pastoral ministry as prayer and the 

ministry of the Word of God.  

 1. The church is to put great value upon their work of teaching and preaching 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NAU - "But we request of you, brethren, 
that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that 
you esteem them very highly in love because of their work."  

2. For my 20th anniversary I was given a book filled with words of gratitude 

from past and present members. It is a book I will always treasure.  

 A common element throughout in the vast majority of the comments was 

gratitude for my teaching of God’s Word.  

 There were a couple of past members who had parted due to differences. 

But, they too expressed appreciation for giving them the Word of God. 

This is the graciousness of God’s people on display. 
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3. Jabesh-gilead did not risk their lives for the Saul who fell into sin. They 

risked their lives for Saul’s faithfulness in defending them from the hand 

of the Ammonites.  

    

Conclusion: 
1. Saul’s life was a sad and solemn testimony to how sin can destroy our lives and our 

service to God. It shows the honesty of Scripture in describing the sinfulness of men’s 

hearts.  

2. But in this sad conclusion to Saul’s life, we find a beautiful ray of kindness shining forth 

from Jabesh-gilead. In the midst of sin, there are valiant acts of graciousness.  
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