
         “The Great Cosmic Conflict” – Part 1 
Revelation 12:1-6 

The Woman, the Dragon, and the Prince 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

          Revelation #25 
The beginning of a new vision sequence that takes us back to the dawn of history.  
 

 
1.  The Woman               “Now a great sign appeared in heaven:      vv. 1-2 
          a woman clothed with the sun,  
     (1) Her Identity: Mother Israel        with the moon under her feet,  
            and on her head a garland of twelve stars.” 
         - Twelve stars = God’s covenant people   cf. Rev. 7:4-8 
         - Joseph’s dream Gen. 37:9 : sun (Father Jacob), moon (Mother Rachel), stars (Joseph’s brothers) 
         - The old and new covenant community   cf. vv. 6, 11-17 
 
 
 
     (2) Her Birth Pangs                 “Then being with child, she cried out  
         in labor and in pain to give birth.”  
          -1- Represent the persecution of the covenant nation  
                and the messianic line during OT times and up to the coming of Jesus 
  

 
 
 
          -2- Represent the turmoil within the nation at the time of Jesus coming!  
 
    
 
 
 
2.  The Dragon      “And another sign appeared in heaven:         vv. 3-4 
         behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads  
     (1) His Identity                   and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.” 
 

          -1- He is named:   v. 9 “that serpent of old called the Devil and Satan” 
 
 
          -2- He is described in symbols: 
 - “dragon” = a beast, a monster 
 - “seven heads” = cunning wisdom 
 - “ten horns” = great power 
 - “seven diadems” = far-reaching authority  
 
 
 
 
     (2) His Record of Ancient Rebellion     “His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven  
                 and threw them to the earth.”  
          - At his fall from heaven, Satan drew other angels with him 
  

 
 
          - Thus cited is the most terrible thing he had ever done.  
 

 - Analogous to Antiochus Epiphanes’ actions – cf. Dan. 8:10, 24 
 
 

        (3) His Sole Malevolent Purpose on Earth:    “And the dragon stood before the woman  
 To Destroy Jesus!              who was ready to give birth, to devour 
                            her child as soon as it was born.”  
            - Various schemes: 
 

 - Exterminate the covenant line      Pharaoh – Ex. 1 
 
 - Kill the infant Jesus            Herod – Lk. 4:28-30 
 
 - Kill Jesus prior to the cross   The Jews in Nazareth – Lk. 4:24-30 
 
  - Tempt Jesus to sin, thus disqualifying Him     Matt. 4:1-12  
 
 - The cross!   But Satan’s purpose was entirely thwarted!  Turned upside down! 
  

 
 
       
         
   3.  The Prince: King Jesus!                        vv. 5-6 
 

   “She bore a male child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.             
       (1) His Incarnation           And her child was caught up to God and His throne.” 
                    
 
          
 
 
        (2) His Destiny Assured                 
 
             - King over the nations! 
  

 
 
 
             - Exaltation the right hand of God! 
 
    
 
         
        (3) His People Protected  “Then the woman fled into the wilderness,  
          where she has a place prepared by God,  
             - Satan turns in rage on Messiah’s mother,          that they should feed her there  
 The people of God          one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” 
  
 
             - God’s provision to sustain His people is perfect!    cf. Elijah  1 Ki. 17 
 
 
 
             - Sustained until the Lord’s return! 


