
No One too Far From God 
Matthew 8:1 When he was come down from 

the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 2 And, 

behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, 

saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, 

saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his 

leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus saith unto him, 

See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to 

the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 

testimony unto them.  

!
5 And when Jesus was entered into 

Capernaum, there came unto him a 

centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, 
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Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, 
grievously tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will 

come and heal him. 8 The centurion answered and 

said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 

come under my roof: but speak the word only, 
and my servant shall be healed. 9 For I am a man under 

authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this 

man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he 

cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 

When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that 

followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found 

so great faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say 

unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, 

and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 

the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom 

shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13 And Jesus said unto the 

centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast 
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believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was 

healed in the selfsame hour.  
!
14 And when Jesus was come into Peter’s 

house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 

fever. 15 And he touched her hand, and the 

fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. 16 

When the even was come, they brought unto him many that 

were possessed with devils: and he cast 

out the spirits with his word, and healed all that 

were sick: 17 That it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 

saying, Himself took our 
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infirmities, and bare our 

sicknesses.  
!
• In the sermon on the Mount Jesus told the religious 

leaders that what they taught was wrong. He told them 

that their attitudes were wrong. 

• All that they had believed in was unbiblical and ungodly 

• Their entire religious system was hypocritical and fake 
• The stories of Jesus healing people are selected by 

Matthew for a purpose 

• These stories are not just about Jesus healing sick people 

or His power over sickness 

• These miracles show Jesus showing mercy to outcasts: 

lepers, gentiles, and women were considered outcasts, 

they were less than others, really nothing 

• Remember most people are following Jesus because they 

are amazed at what He can do. They love watching the 

show 
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• To many Jesus was like the circus in town, good to see 

and experience but maybe not something to give your life 

to and believe 

• They are not convicted of the fact that they need Him and 

what He alone can do 

• The truth taught here today is that no one is too far from 

God to be saved 

• It doesn't matter who you are or what you have done He 

will save if you will come believing 
!

1. A leper gets help 8:1 When he was come 

down from the mountain, great multitudes followed 

him. 2 And, behold, there came a leper and 

worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 

canst make me clean. 3 And Jesus put forth his hand, 

and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. 

And immediately his leprosy was 
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cleansed. 4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no 

man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 

offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony 

unto them.  

a. Leprosy was the most horrible disease you can 

imagine. It was on a level worse than aids in our 

society 

i. Once you had the disease you were sure to die, no 

cure, no hope 

ii. Everyone separated from you and you were required 

to call out unclean so that everyone would stay away 

from you 

iii. It was actually illegal even to greet a leper 

iv. They were barred from worship and every other 

gathering of people 

v. Leprosy has the idea of being smitten, cursed by God 

b. Leprosy was feared  

i. It caused spongy, tumor like swellings that grew all 

over the body  

ii. It caused a horrible smell a stench that came from 

the body 
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iii. It destroyed the voice box causing people to speak in 

a raspy voice 

iv. No one could get within 6 feet of a leper on a day 

when the wind wasn't blowing and 150 on a windy 

day because you could get sick just breathing their 

air 

v. Leprosy took away the feeling so that a person could 

easily get hurt 

c. Leprosy was used in the Bible as a graphic illustration 

of sin 

i. It affects the whole person, is ugly, contaminating, 

and incurable by man 

ii. Sin is deeper than the skin, it spreads, it defiles and 

isolates 

iii. Sin destroys and has no cure 

d. Notice the leper 

i. He came to Jesus with confidence 2 And, behold, 

there came a leper and worshipped him, 

saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 

clean. 
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1. Apparently he sensed the love and tenderness that 

Jesus had towards him and all people 

2. He could tell that Jesus wasn't afraid or ashamed 

to associate with him 

3. He didn't shout from a distance but came close to 

Jesus 

ii. He came boldly but not presumptuously. 2 And, 

behold, there came a leper and worshipped 

him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 

me clean. 

1. He bowed down or fell at His feet 

2. He knew that he was in the presence of God  

3. He came believing 

iii. He came humbly 

iv. He came in faith and confidence 2 And, behold, there 

came a leper and worshipped him, saying, 

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

e. Jesus responded by touching him 3 And Jesus put forth 

his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be 
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thou clean. And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. 

i. By touching him Jesus took on his defilement and 

separation but He gave the leper His health  

II Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin 

for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.  

ii. The leper knew Jesus could heal him if Jesus wanted 

to I Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in 

the sight of God our Saviour; 4 Who will have all 

men to be saved, and to come unto 

the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there 

is one God, and one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself 

a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  

II Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
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any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance.  
iii. Jesus healed him immediately 

f. He was told to go see the priest 4 And Jesus saith unto 

him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew 

thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 

commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

i. Everything thing that those priests believed and 

practiced would speak of Jesus 

ii. Jesus blood cleansing 

iii. Jesus taking the curse of their sin 

iv. Jesus being the answer 

v. Though no one has evidently been cured before God 

had already made a way for this service 

g. The leper was to tell no man 

i. Jesus wasn't trying to hype His services 

ii. He didn't want to promote the circus like atmosphere 

and attitude that was around Him 

iii. He wanted people to come with genuine needs and 

trust 
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h. No matter who you are or what you have done, Jesus 

is waiting, willing, and able to help you. Will you run to 

Him? 

!
2. Jesus healed a foreigner, a gentile, a soldier that was in 

charge of controlling them. Similar to healing an illegal 

immigrant today or an enemy soldier that represents all 

that have done us wrong  5 And when Jesus was 

entered into Capernaum, there came unto him 

a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, 

Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 

palsy, grievously tormented. 7 And Jesus saith 

unto him, I will come and heal him. 8 The 

centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not 

worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but 

speak the word only, and my servant shall be 

healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having 
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soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he 

goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my 

servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard 

it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I 

say unto you, I have not found so great 

faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say 

unto you, That many shall 

come from the east and 

west, and shall sit down 

with Abraham, and Isaac, 

and Jacob, in the 

kingdom of heaven. 12 But the 

children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer 

darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and 
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as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. 

And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.  
a. The gospel of Jesus Christ is for everyone and not just 

the Jews 

b. The centurion was a commander of 100 tremendously 

trained Roman soldiers but he came begging 5 And 

when Jesus was entered into 

Capernaum, there came unto him a 

centurion, beseeching him, 

c. He came calling Jesus Lord 6 And saying, Lord, my 

servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, 
grievously tormented. 

i. He was concerned for a servant which runs contrary 

to everything about a man in his position 

ii. His servant was dealing with some sort of paralysis 

iii. He was suffering greatly 

iv. The normal recourse for a Roman was simply to not 

worry about a slave and get rid of him if he got sick 
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d. Jesus was willing to go into the house of an enemy 

soldier, a gentile, which broke all protocol and religious 

separation 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will 

come and heal him. 
e. The soldier knew that he wasn't worthy of Jesus 

coming to his house 8 The centurion answered and 

said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou 

shouldest come under my roof: but speak the 

word only, and my servant shall be healed. 

f. He knew that Jesus had power enough to simply speak 

the words and for the act to happen 9 For I am a man 

under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say 

to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 

and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he 

doeth it. 

g. His great faith touched Jesus 10 When Jesus heard it, 

he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I 

say unto you, I have not found so great 

faith, no, not in Israel. 
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h. Jesus takes the opportunity to tell the Jewish listeners 

that God has a plan for Gentiles 11 And I say 

unto you, That many shall 

come from the east and 

west, and shall sit down 

with Abraham, and 

Isaac, and Jacob, in the 

kingdom of heaven. 12 But 

the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer 

darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 

i. His servant was healed at that very time 13 And Jesus 

said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou 
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hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his 

servant was healed in the selfsame hour. 
j. There is a place for you at the foot of the cross 

i. Your racial or ethnic background do not matter 

ii. Your position and what you have done in the past 

doesn't matter 

iii. Though no one else will come to you Jesus has come 

today 

!
3. A woman’s needs are met 14 And when Jesus was 

come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s 

mother laid, and sick of a fever. 15 And he 

touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she 

arose, and ministered unto them. 16 When the even was 

come, they brought unto him many that were 

possessed with devils: and he cast out 

the spirits with his word, and healed all that 
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were sick: 17 That it might 

be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying, Himself took our 

infirmities, and bare our 

sicknesses. 
a. Now we know that Peter, the first supposed pope, was 

married, he had a mother in law 

b. Peter’s house has moved to where God was working 

i. How often do we as God’s people move without 

knowing where God is working 

ii. How often do we consider our business more 

important than getting where the Lord is moving 

iii. Peter has uprooted his entire family and moved to 

Capernaum  

c. The family and friends ask Jesus to help Peter’s wife 
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d. He touches her which is not what you do with sick 

people especially in that day 15 And he touched 
her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and 

ministered unto them. 

e. After healing Peter’s mother in law He heals all sorts of 

diseases and problems 16 When the even was come, 

they brought unto him many that were possessed 

with devils: and he cast out the spirits with 

his word, and healed all that were sick: 
f. No matter who you are, what social status you hold, 

Jesus is there for you 

i. Trust Him 

ii. Come to Him 

iii. Believe Him for salvation and meaning for your life 

!
4. Jesus is doing what He does, take our sickness and sin 

on Him 17 That it might be 
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fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying, Himself took our 

infirmities, and bare our 

sicknesses. 
a. This quote comes from Isaiah 53:4  Surely he hath 

borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 

we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, 

and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for 

our transgressions, he was 

bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 

peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 

healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned every one to his own way; and the 
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LORD hath laid on him 

the iniquity of us all.  
i. Though Jesus was healing physical problems His real 

ministry was to rescue from sin 

ii. He uses the analogy of being sick to explain 

salvation and need a Saviour 

iii. He knew that He was come to rescue us from our 

sins 

iv. This is not a promise of healing but of salvation for 

all 

b. Here are some spiritual lessons we should learn 

i. All people are spiritually sick 

ii. All need a Savior 

iii. To be healed, saved you must believe 

iv. This is a life or death issue  
c. Will you today come to the One that can heal and save 

you? 

d. Will you believe? 

e. Will you come asking, humbly, believing? 
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f. Whoever you are and wherever you there is help for 

you. The door is open, you must decide will you 

believe or will you reject this offer of salvation?
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