
INTRODUCTION 

 

The Book of Acts contains the story of how Christ established God’s kingdom on 

earth through the message of his apostles and the work of the Holy Spirit. This part of 

the story points to the conflict that takes place when Christ and the powers of 

darkness meet. It shows how Christ brings people out of darkness, and helps his 

power when darkness attacks them. It reflects what we read in the gospels, when 

Christ came into contact with demons and men who were determined to resist God’s 

rule, and when he freed people from dark powers.  

 

THE WAY OF THE WORLD 

 

This conflict is a theme of the Bible. Since the days of Cain and Abel there has been a 
group of people who wanted to live life without God, and another group who kept 

faith with him. They pull in opposite directions and dislike one another’s ways. God 
sees fallen human society as putrefying (the Flood in Noah’s day is about that); his 

people are “salt and light”. There is conflict, and victory for one means defeat for the 
other. 

The way of the world is seen in the case of the slave girl mentioned in verses 16-18.  
Enslaving fellow human beings is one of the evils that has developed in human 

society. Men were using her for their own ends, and she was not free to live her own 

life.. Human trafficking still takes place, for the same reasons. 

The girl was enslaved in another way also. She was involved in the occult, as a 

fortune-teller. She did so under demonic influence. Satan had a measure of control 

over her. God consistently tells us to avoid anything occult. Christians should never 

take to do with fortunetelling in any shape or form. 

People paid to keep it that way. Evil powers combined to keep her in slavery. 

The girl was the victim. The main culprits were her owners. They treated her as a 

moneymaking machine, valuable only when she made them rich. It shows contempt, 

cruelty, and greed – human parasites. They remind us of today’s drug barons. That is 

the spirit of human society without God – “every man for himself and the devil take 

the hindmost”. How different from Christ who said, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.”  
Her owners were angry when she was set free from her demonic condition. They did 

not care about her. Some people in Jesus’ day did not care about people who needed 
healing – they just used those folk as a way of harming Jesus.  

They took revenge on Paul and Silas. They lied about them to the magistrates, 
resulting in corporal punishment and imprisonment.  

Those magistrates also show what society without God can be like. They did not ask 
for proof but proceeded immediately to punishment. That was contrary to Roman law. 

They listened to the business people’s slanders and to the voice of the mob. There will 

always be pressure on the justice system to pander to the powerful and those who 

represent the prevailing mood of society – it is easier to give in to that than maintain 

justice, especially for the marginalised.  

Another ‘victim’ of the world and its ways was the jailer who guarded Paul and Silas. 

When the earthquake opened the prison doors he despaired – this married, family, 

man would have been executed if any of his prisoners escaped. He lost hope 

completely and tried to commit suicide.  

 



THE WAY OF CHRIST 

 

Before they ever reached Philippi Christ’s servants had denied themselves a great 

deal. They had renounced careers, and placed themselves in danger in order to fulfil 

Christ’s commission and being his saving power to the lives of other people. That is 

what Christ himself did – he “made himself of no reputation, and became obedient to 

the point of death, the death of the cross” (Philippians 2). Taking up our cross is a 

condition of following him.  

The power of Christ set two of those people free. 

The girl’s unhealthy interest in the servants of Christ reminds us of the demons who 

said they knew Jesus. People would suppose the message of Christ was in the same 

category as the demonic activity that characterised her work. That, and her sorry 

condition, grieved Paul to the extent that he commanded the demon to leave. The 
evidence for that is that her fortunetelling ceased. She was freed from demonic 

oppression, and from the men who had exploited her. That can only happen by the 
superior power of the Holy Spirit whom Christ sends.  

He also set the Roman jailer free. When Paul told him to “believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ” and he would “be saved”, the man found peace. His fears were unfounded. 

Christ prevented the prisoners from escaping; then he prevented the jailer from taking 
his own life. As well as that, the gospel told of an even greater freedom – freedom 

from guilt and fear, from God’s judgement and man’s control, from death itself.  

He and his family were baptised, showing their renunciation of the ways of the world 

and their new identity as the people of Christ. It was the end of the old ways, and the 

start of eternal life in the family of God.  

Christ also helped his two servants during their time of trouble. Although they were in 

prison his Word and Spirit so influenced them that they prayed to God and sang his 

praises, even in the hearing of the other inmates. When Christ’s cause advances we 

can expect the world to oppose it. But he is faithful to his servants and will deliver 

them from the enemy’s hand.  

Christ also exposes the sin of those who hate him. When the magistrates realised their 

mistake in beating Roman citizens without a fair trial they were afraid of the 

consequences and had to humble themselves before the men they had mistreated. 

Christ sometimes allows wrongs to take place, but he will expose the sins of his 
enemies in due time.   

 

THE OUTCOME 

 
Paul and Silas left Philippi – they had little choice. But Christ did not leave. As on 

other occasions the Spirit of God had formed a group of people who enjoyed their 
newly found freedom as children of God, and no human opposition could prevent 

that. It was the start of life that shall never end – how different from slavery or 

attempted suicide. That is what Christ does.  

They were a motley crew – a businesswoman, a jailer, and a girl who used to practise 

the occult. There were some Christians in other places who might not have wanted to 

associate with some of those people – remember the opposition to Cornelius’ 

conversion. But the Son of God acknowledged them. Love is of the essence of 

Christian living, and the New Testament tells us to “receive one another as Christ has 

received you” (Romans 15:7).  

The difference of background was not a hindrance. There is always a need for 

deliberate receiving of one another (Philippians 2:1-5). Paul later described that 



church as “my joy and crown” (Philippians 4:1). Christ always completes the work he 

has begun.  

 


