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"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see. 

"T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

"Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
And Grace will lead me home."

Welcome to the Princess Chapel Church sermonaudio site. Princess Chapel Church is 
located in Ashland, Kentucky. Pastor, Brother Douglas Salyer. We truly hope that you 
receive a blessing from these messages, sermons and lessons hosted on this site. We 
would very much like to invite you, your family and friends to join us for worship 
services in our sanctuary in Ashland, Kentucky. Our prayers are with you as we request 
your prayers also as we do the work of the ministry edifying the saints and exalting the 
Savior to bring honor and glory to our sovereign Lord. We thank you very much for 
joining us today and may God richly bless you and yours.

I had a message prepared from Psalm 3. Psalm 3, not chapter 3. That sounds so bad when 
you say Psalm, chapter 3. It's the third Psalm. I got back into it. I told Brother Sean 
yesterday and when everybody was out here, I said, "I've got a wonderful 3 point 
message from the third Psalm. I'm going to go back and finalize it." Brother Sean said, 
"Now wait a minute, I thought you were a five-pointer?" I said, "Well, that's talking 
something different." But I went back yesterday and I developed another message out of 
the third Psalm and that was the second message I had gotten. Then I went back again 

Page 1 of 11

http://www.sermonaudio.com/princesschapel


and I looked through the third Psalm again and I was able to take the 2 messages that I 
had developed and combined them. So I'm going to preach that message this morning. It's 
only a 4 point message. There are only 8 verses in this Psalm so it can't be that long. I just 
want you to bear with me this morning. It's not that long of a Psalm and I pray that the 
good Lord would use it this morning. I don't know why he's done this but I've prepared 
one and then I prepared the second one and then I combined the 2 and prepared the third 
one and this is what we've got this morning.

I want to give you just a little historical background of this Psalm before we begin to read 
the Psalm. If you would, turn in your Bible to 2 Samuel 15. I want to read you the 
background for the third Psalm. This is King David. It's clear-cut that David was the 
writer of this Psalm and if you turn to 2 Samuel 15:13, we will begin reading verses 13 
down through verse 17 to get just a little background of what went on just before he 
wrote this Psalm. 2 Samuel 15:13, "And there came a messenger to David, saying, The 
hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom." His son had rebelled against him. His son 
had actually raised an army against his father and tried to kill his father and take over the 
kingdom. "And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of Israel 
are after Absalom. And David said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, 
Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escape from Absalom: make speed to depart, 
lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge of 
the sword. And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to 
do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. And the king went forth, and all his 
household after him. And the king left ten women, which were concubines, to keep the 
house. And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that 
was far off." That's the background for the writing of the third Psalm.

We're talking about King David here, folks. We're talking about a man after God's own 
heart. The apple of God's eye. I don't believe he was a member of Joel Osteen's church 
because that doesn't seem like your better life now, does it? No sir. He went through 
some troubles. He went through some toils. He went through some heartaches. As a 
matter of fact, when he sinned with Bathsheba and did that terrible, vile, wicked sin with 
Uriah the Hittite and Nathan the prophet came to David and told him about it, David said, 
"The man that has done this shall surely die and repay," how many fold? "Fourfold." This 
was just the third part of that right there. You understand? David lost 4 sons because of 
that. David repaid fourfold. God executed the exact judgment that the King pronounced 
and this is his son, Absalom, that rises up against him. It seemed like everything is a-okay 
but now the son wants to kill the daddy and the son wants to take over the kingdom. So 
David has to flee for his life. Flee the city of Jerusalem and this is the background for the 
third Psalm. These are the circumstances of King David leading up to the writing of this 
Psalm and this Psalm, just like every other part of this Bible, is God breathed. That means 
it is written by inspiration of God. Literally God breathed. This is David's morning prayer 
of trust in his God.

Now let's read this Psalm. We're going to see 4 things in this Psalm this morning. First of 
all, let's read the heading. If you look in your Bible, right underneath Psalm 3 you will 
see a heading. Is that in italics? No, it's not, is it? So do you know what that means? That 
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means that heading is in the original text. The heading is in the original text and what 
does the heading say? "A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son." Verse 1, 

1 LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise 
up against me.  2 Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help 
for him in God. Selah. 3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head. 4 I cried unto the LORD with my voice, 
and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah. 5 I laid me down and slept. 

Do you know the little kids, they've got that little, "Now I lay me down to sleep," where 
does that come from? Psalm 3. 

5 I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. 6 I will 
not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against 
me round about. 7 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast 
smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth 
of the ungodly. 8 Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is 
upon thy people. Selah. 

Eight wonderful verses of the third Psalm. David writes this. This is a Psalm of lament. In 
other words, he is sorrowful. He is sad. But at the same time, it's a sorrow of confidence, 
trust and faith in his God. Yeah, you're going to go through some hard times and there is 
nothing wrong with getting sorrowful. I believe a good tear every now and then helps us 
out along the way, amen? But think through all of that you can have total trust and total 
confidence in the God of your salvation because salvation belongeth unto the Lord. Dr. 
John MacArthur says this Psalm, I love this, this Psalm is a pattern for praise, peace and 
prayer amidst pressure. That's good. Dr. John MacArthur, this Psalm is a pattern for 
praise, peace and prayer amidst pressure.

Four points I want to show you this morning: 1. I want to show you the believers' 
problem, verses 1 and 2. 2. I want to show you the believers' peace, verses 3 and 4. 3. I 
want to show you the believers' prayer, verses 5 through 7. 4. Verse 8, I want to show 
you the believers' praise.

First of all, verses 1 and 2, the believers' problem. This is what David says, "LORD, how 
are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me. Many there be 
which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah." This is what the psalmist 
begins here. Do you know what David is saying here? David is saying, "Everybody 
around me says there is no hope for me. There is no hope for me in God. There is nothing 
that anybody can do." This is the psalmist that is being brought low. Do you know what it 
means to be brought low? It means you have to be defeated before you can be delivered. 
It means you have to be broken before you can be blessed. It means you have to be 
crippled before you can be crowned. And you're going to have to experience a little bit of 
gloom before you can experience grace just like in the life of a sinner. 
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This is what I saw in this Psalm the third time I went back and began, I saw regeneration 
in this Psalm. You say, "I don't understand, Brother Doug." Before you can pray and 
praise and have the peace, you have to recognize the problem. You have to be broken and 
that is through and by the power of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It makes you to 
know who you are. And what did Jesus say? He said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of God." What did David say here? "How they are increased that 
trouble me! Many are they that rise up against me. Many there be which say of my soul, 
There is no help for him in God. Selah." There is no help for you, my friend, outside of 
the cross, outside of the grace of Jesus Christ. And you must be brought low. You must 
be made to recognize that and that is what the Gospel does. They didn't have the Gospel 
that we have back then, they had a totally different message. They had a message of faith 
though. 

You know, it's amazing, people will rear back and they want to throw rocks at people 
who teach and study the word of God using the principles of dispensationalism but I've 
got news for you this morning, it has always been by faith in every single dispensation. 
Justification is by faith and faith alone without deeds of the law. Do you remember what I 
showed you on the $5 bill? Who is on the front of the $5 bill? Abraham. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
Romans 4:1, 2, 3, 4. Abraham on the front. What did Abraham say? He said, "Blessed is 
the man whom the Lord imputeth righteousness by faith." Then you flip it over and what 
have you got? You've got the Lincoln Memorial. You think of a temple, don't you? I 
think of little King David when he went in and ate the showbread right in the temple, 
right from the priests and what does verse 5, 6, 7 and 8 say? King David said, "Blessed is 
the man who is justified and the Lord imputeth not sin." Glory to God. If you've been 
justified by faith, you've been declared by the sovereign courtroom of heaven not guilty. 
You can never be tried for the same crime twice, not even in heaven, amen? It doesn't 
work in Boyd County, it doesn't work down in Frankfurt, it doesn't work in Washington, 
DC and God said, "I will cast your sins as far from me as the East is from the West. I will 
put them in the depths of the sea to be remembered no more. Why? Because you must be 
brought low first to recognize that." Then what will you do with a broken heart and a 
contrite spirit when you hear the preaching of the Gospel through and by the power of 
regeneration? You will call out on the name of God. 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of God." You must be brought 
low, my friend. You must be brought low. I used to see people coming down the aisle 
when I was a little boy, just ditty-bopping down the aisle, coming to the altar. They had 
their chewing gum in, their bubblegum in, they were popping. There was no broken heart. 
That was no contrite spirit. Do you know what they were doing? All they were doing was 
putting on a show. All they were doing was doing something that they thought it might 
please their mommy. Where are they at today? Amen, come on! Where are they at today? 
Did they lose it? Please. John said, "There are many that were among us that went out 
from us. They went out from us because they were not of us." Amen? Come on now. The 
phone's ringing this morning. Pick it up.

That's what the power of regeneration brings. Do you know what it does? God starts on 
the inside and works his way out. The power of regeneration brings grace. Every single 

Page 4 of 11



time it brings grace and do you know what grace brings? Grace brings peace. Every one 
of Paul's letters, what does he say? Every one of Peter's letters, what does he say? "Grace 
and peace be unto you." You can never have peace this morning unless you have 
experienced the grace of God. You can never experience the grace of God this morning 
without the power of regeneration. You can never experience regeneration until you first 
hear the Gospel and be brought low, be made to know who you are outside of Christ. And 
once that occurs, what happens? You get grace, then what do you have? "Grace and 
peace be unto you."

Let's look at verses 3 and 4. He's got the grace. He was brought low. Verses 3 and 4, "But 
thou, O LORD, art a shield for me." Boy, you talk about peace, now that's some peace 
right there, amen? What did God come to Abraham and say, "And after these things the 
word of the Lord came unto Abraham and said fear not for I am thy shield. I am thy  
exceedingly great reward." God is our shield this morning if you are in Christ and Christ 
is in you. But the psalmist said, "But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and 
the lifter up of mine head." Boy, do you know what? I don't have to rear back and crow 
like a big bantam rooster, I've got a higher power lifting me up this morning. I don't have 
to exalt myself this morning among men. I don't have to worry about my reputation or my 
popularity or what I might say to offend you or hurt your feelings. I don't work for you. 
You don't sign my paycheck, glory to God. My lifter upper, my sustainer, my God takes 
care of me, amen? My God is going to provide every single thing and David said, "Lord, 
you are my shield. My protector against," what? "Against everything." Everything.

"I cried unto the LORD with my voice," and do you know what? When one of his sheep 
cries, oh come on now, he is the Good Shepherd. He said, "I lay down my life for the 
sheep." When one of those sheep starts crying, what is the Good Shepherd going to do? 
He said, "I am not a hireling. When the wolves come, I'm not going to flee." Glory to 
God. "I'm your shield. I'm your Good Shepherd and when you cry, what will I do?" He 
said, "I will hear your voice." And what did he do? "He heard me out of his holy hill. 
Selah." That's a musical note. That's to pause. Stop thinking. Meditate on that a little bit. 
When you trust in him and you have been brought low, you have recognized the 
believers' problem and now you have experienced the believers' peace. Through and by 
grace, you call on the Lord and he will hear you. Why? "I am the Good Shepherd. I lay 
down my life for the sheep."

The shield is always going to be there and I guarantee you, you might not think he's there, 
oh but he's there. You might think you are at your lowest point, oh but he's there. You 
might think you're in your the darkest alley of your life going down the deepest, darkest 
valley, oh but he's there. He is somewhere in the shadows over-watching you. He's got a 
hedge around about you. He's not letting anything come near you or anything harm you. 
You might think you're walking on your own but, glory to God, he's got you in the palm 
of his hand. He said, "I will never leave you. I will never forsake  you but I will go with 
you always even until the end of the world." Why? Because he is our shield. 

He is the believers' peace. That grace brings peace. The power of regeneration brings 
grace. It makes a changed creature and now that creature has peace. It turns that lament 
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into confidence, trust, and it turns that trust into saving faith in what? Not in myself. Not 
in what I can do. Not my works but in what he has done and what he will continue to do. 
Grace always precedes peace. Best results in saving faith and that produces what? 
Repentance. Every single time it produces repentance. You don't clean yourself up and 
come to God, God comes to you, cleans you up and he continues cleaning you up, amen? 
Repentance is turning to God from sin, being made to know the problem, calling on the 
Lord and being made to know the peace. The Bible said, "Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. How can they call in whom they have not believed? 
How can they believe in whom they have not heard?" 

This is the message this morning. This is the only one you can call on this morning. Oh, 
he's not just going to get you through this life, you see, he's going to go with you all the 
way over to the other side. What did he tell the apostles and the disciples in Mark 4 when 
they took him even as he was into the ship? Did not Jesus say, "Let us pass over to the 
other side"? Did not he say that, church? Let me tell you what: the Bible said in Mark 4  
there were other little ships also. And that word "other" in the Greek, do you know what 
it means? Another of a different kind. Another of a different kind. There was only one 
ship that had the Master in it and he said, "Let us pass over to the other side," and the 
disciples took him even as he was into the ship. Do you know what that means? They 
took it all. They took sovereignty. They took eternal security. They took election. They 
took everything. They took him even as he was. They didn't doubt him one bit. And do 
you know what? If you go over to Mark 5 and you begin reading, "And they came to the 
other side of the land of the Gadarenes and they came amidst the tombs," you don't read 
about those other little ships anymore that came through that strong, do you? Only one 
ship made it across, amen? Why? That was the one the shield was in. 

"O, I am thy shield." Oh, he is my shield. He is going to protect me. You know, I am 
retired U.S. Army. I had some protection when I was in the Army. I was in an infantry 
battalion on a Bradley fighting vehicle with a Bushmaster 25 mm chain gun. I had 2  
missile rocket launchers. I had smoke grenades. I had a 7.62 mm Kovacs machine gun 
mounted. I had some protection, bless God. I had a shield of armor around me but that 
does not compare to what God gives the believer, amen? That does not compare.

Do you know what? Being brought low and recognizing your problem and 
acknowledging and calling out on the name of God brings that peace and I want to make 
you recognize that and I want to make you acknowledge that. "Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord," but you've got to believe on who you are calling. You've got to 
believe, you've got to trust in whom you are calling. Your lament has to be turned into 
confidence. Your sorrow has got to be turned to faith that produces salvation that will 
result in a constant walk of repentance.

Then what happens? "Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord my soul to keep." Do 
you know what? I know he's going to keep me, amen? He said, "Father, when I was with 
them I kept them but I am no more in the world, holy Father, I come unto thee. Keep 
those whom thou hast given me so that they may be one as I and thou are one." If one 
person loses their salvation, that prayer is not answered and Christ is not who he said he 
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was and everything we believe is in vain. But glory to God, I can stand on the authority 
of God's word this morning and tell you that that prayer will be answered. In the portals 
of heaven, it has already been answered.

3. The believers' prayer. Look at verses 5, 6 and 7. Once you have recognized the 
problem, the believers' problem, the believer can have peace and then the believer will 
pray. "I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. I will not be 
afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about. Arise, 
O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek 
bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly." Do you know how I like to look at it, 
glory to God? Let me share this with you. Something bad comes in your life: somebody 
hurt you; somebody offends you; somebody afflicts you. God is your shield, is he not? 
God is your sustainer, is he not? Well, then God allowed that to happen to make you who 
you are today. That might be just a little bit of fire that God is putting you in. Why? To 
purify those metals, to get the purification process going a little bit to let all of that dross 
come up to the top and God shaves the top off and he'll take that old polishing rag and he 
will begin to polish you and he looks down and says, "Nope, I can't see my reflection yet. 
He needs a little more work." That's what God has done. Don't worry about man. Don't 
worry about people talking about you behind your back. Don't worry about what people 
are going to say or what people can do to you because 10,000 can mount up against you 
but, glory to God, God will hear your prayer. He will sustain you. 

People are scared to death of men, afraid of what man is going to think, in what man is 
going to do. They need to be afraid of God, amen? That's who they need to fear but we 
don't fear God anymore. We're scared to death of man. We're scared to death, "Oh, what 
are they going to think?" Who cares? Who cares what they think? I don't work for them. I 
work for my Lord. He saved me for his honor and for his glory according to the counsel 
of his own will because it pleased him to do so and I thank God for that, amen? Now, let 
me share this with you. This might get me in trouble but I don't care. I want to preach the 
full counsel of God. We're so hung up on this fear of man and do right and be politically 
correct, okay? "Oh, we can't talk about same-sex marriage in church. It isn't right." Well, 
it goes against the word of God so do you know what? As long as I've got breath in my 
lungs and the good Lord lays it on my heart, I'm going to preach against it, amen? We 
can't say anything about homosexuality. It isn't right. No, it isn't right. It isn't right not to 
offend him. It isn't right not to tell them the truth. God destroyed 2 cities because of that 
and people say, "I was born that way. God made me this way." Well, if God made you 
that way, then God would have been unjust for destroying those 2 cities. God didn't make 
you that way, you chose that lifestyle because it pleases your flesh. You love darkness 
rather than light. That's why you do what you do. We don't need to fear man, we need to 
declare, "What saith the word of God?" We need to declare the full counsel of God.

Now, I'm going to ask you something this morning: you've heard it all your life, raise 
your hand if you've heard it? Have you ever heard a preacher say, "God will not send 
anybody to hell"? Have you heard it? I've heard it all my life. God won't send anybody to 
hell that if you go to hell it's because you sent yourself to hell. Well, I've got news for you 
this morning: that's not Bible. You need not fear man but you'd better be fearing God 
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because what you've been taught and what you've heard your whole life that God won't 
send anybody to hell, that's false. Go to Luke 12. David said, "I'm not afraid of even ten 
thousand." David said, "But I'll tell you the one I fear, I fear the Lord God." Let's not fear 
man this morning. Let's not worry about what man is going to say but let's fear the one 
who called us out of the darkness into the marvelous light and saved us by his grace 
because he is the one that you owe this morning. You don't owe man anything but you 
owe Christ everything.

Luke 12. Next time you hear somebody say this, tell them to read Luke 12. God won't 
send anybody to hell. I beg to differ. I beg to differ. I'm not going off of what I think, I'm 
going off of what the Lord Jesus Christ said right here under the inspiration of God, the 
Holy Spirit. God the Son said these words. Under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, 
they were recorded by the Apostle Luke. Luke 12:4-5, "I say unto you my friends, Be not 
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will 
forewarn you." Now wait a minute, hold on, who is talking here? God, Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, God in the flesh. "But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him," 
who is the "him"? I Am. The him is the he that is doing the talking. "Fear him which after 
he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him." Oh, that's 
what's wrong with our people today. They are more scared of man than they are of God. 
They have forgotten the holiness of God. 

Who is your fear in this morning? Is it in the government? Is it in the IRS? I hope not 
because that means you're cheating on your taxes and you need to pray about that. Who 
are you fearing this morning? Your fear needs to be in him who not only can destroy your 
body but cast your soul into hell. David recognized this and David prayed this. He said, 
"Now I lay me down to sleep. Praise God I awoke and guess what? The Lord sustained 
me." He said, "Though ten thousand rise up against me," David said, "I'm not going to 
fear them." 10,000, imagine what it's like, one against 10,000? Imagine what old Joshua 
went through over there when all of a sudden the Captain of the Lord's host showed up? 
Oh my, do you know what? That's who's on your side this morning if you're saved by his 
grace. If you have recognized the believers' problem. If you have been brought low and 
recognized the problem, glory to God, you can have the prayer this morning.

"Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the 
cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly." The Bible says, "Vengeance is 
mine, saith The Lord." I haven't got to worry about you hurting my feelings and me 
trying to get you back. I don't have to worry about getting even. "Oh, they've done this to 
me and I'm going to go and do this." Well, that's an evil spirit right there, amen? That's an 
evil spirit right there.

"Arise, O LORD; save me." Why? He's my sustainer. He's my shield. David said, "He's 
my buckler. He's my high tower. He's my rock. He's my fortress. He's the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. He's the Creator of all. The 
sustainer of all. And he will keep his sheep. He will sustain his sheep. He will protect his 
sheep." And do you know what? He will wear his sheep out when they get out of line. I 
thank the Lord for the chastening rod of the Good Shepherd. The Bible said, "Thy rod 
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and thy staff comfort me." He's got a rod and a staff, amen? He's got that big long staff 
that's got the crook in it and no, that isn't a Baptist preacher, amen? That's just a big staff 
with a big curl in it where he can take that staff and reach it out and curl it up right 
around that little sheep's neck and nudge it gently and bring it back in and caress it and 
take care of it. But he's got that rod too and he'll wear you out with that rod. These people 
come to church and they live like the devil Monday through Saturday and they come and 
they wake up Sunday morning and they go in their closet and they put their little religious 
church mask on and they come to church and they have no chastisement about them 
through the week. They have no desire to live a godly life. They have no urge or no sense 
to read the word of God. They don't want to do anything. All they do is put their mask on, 
come to church, check the block and go back right out into the world.  They are without 
chastisement. That's sad, do you know why? God said 3 times in the Bible, "I chasten 
those that I love." That I love. Oh my. 

Let me tell you what, friends, if you have recognized the problem this morning, you need 
to have the prayer. You need to call out on the name of the Lord and that's where you get 
the peace. And once you have been made to know that through and by the grace of God 
and you know that there is no good in you, there is nothing that you can do on your own 
and a true believer, once they have been made to know that, do you know what they'll 
have? Oh my goodness, verse 8. Boy, you ought to love this Psalm, it's short. Point 
number 4, verse 8, what is this? This is the believers' praise. We've talked about the 
believers' problem. We've talked about the believers' peace. We've talked about the 
believers' prayer. And 4, verse 8, we have the believers' praise. I'm not going to walk 
around and let you know what I've done because, do you know what? There is no good in 
me. You say, "Well, Brother Doug, you believed. The Bible said for no man to think 
more highly of himself than he ought for it is God who has dealt every man a measure of 
faith," Romans 12:3. I'm not to pat myself on the back. I'm not to try to lift myself up 
because the Bible says that, "He that exalted himself shall be abased." Boy, I'm going to 
tell you what: if God can lift me up, imagine what it would be like if I tried to lift myself 
up and then God was to knock me down. I guarantee you he would knock me down a lot 
lower than he would lift me up. Amen? That's exactly what he has had to do to many, 
many believers throughout the course of this Bible. 

That's how we know that this Bible is by inspiration and it is God breathed and God 
authored this book because if man would have written this book, he would have cleaned 
up all of those stories. He wouldn't have told us about King David and all of his affairs 
and all of his murders and all of his concubines. He certainly wouldn't have told us about 
that crazy King Solomon with 700 wives and 300 concubines. The man had to be out of 
his mind to have that many women hanging around him, amen? Come on now, brother. I 
saw Kathy elbow you there. That's all right. But if man would have written this book, do 
you think he would've told the story about King Saul and all of his problems? The man 
fell on his own sword, took his own life, do you realize that? Read that book sometimes. 
That's an interesting story about him. Do you think man would have told us about 
Samson and Delilah? Do you think man would have told us about the flood? Well, that's 
a mean old God. Man would have cleaned that up, you know it? And I guarantee you it 
wouldn't have been a global flood either. It would've been what you learn on the History 
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Channel or the Discovery Channel where it was just a small flood confined to a small 
geographic area. Folks, it was a global flood, amen? And everything that Moses wrote 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit concerning Noah, the Lord Jesus Christ validated 
when he said, "As it was in the days of Noah." That came right out of Jesus' mouth so 
that meant everything Moses wrote in the Torah, in the Pentateuch of the law, Jesus 
validated. "As it was in the days of Noah." If that had been a false story, the Son of God 
would have never validated it. 

Once you've been made to know all of these things, do you know what you can have as a 
believer in Christ? Do you know what you can have through and by his grace? Through 
and by the power of regeneration? You've got the believers' problem. You've got the 
believers' peace. You've got the believers' prayer. But glory to God, verse 8, we've got the 
believers' praise. Look right here, "Salvation belongeth unto the LORD." Now I want you 
to notice that second word there in that verse, that word "belongeth." What is that? That's 
italics, isn't it? Do you know what that means? It wasn't in the original text. They had to 
add that in the English to make it make more sense. So let's read that without having that 
word in there, "Salvation unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah." Jonah 
2:9, what did Jonah cry? He had the problem, he got the peace, he cried the prayer and in 
Jonah 2:9 he said, "Salvation is of the LORD." The Bible said in Ezekiel, God said 
through the prophet Ezekiel, he said, "I do this not for your sakes but I do this for my 
holy name's sake." 

Now, let's read that verse 8 again, "Salvation unto the LORD." That's who it's about this 
morning. It's not about me. It's not about you. It's not about what you can do. It's about 
Christ. It's about the Lord. Jehovah saves. Yahweh saves. Jesus saves. What did Gabriel 
tell Joseph? Matthew 1:21, salvation unto the Lord, he said this, "And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from," what? 
"From their sins." That's what it means to be saved. That means you've been saved from 
sin and you haven't just been saved from it, you are continuing to be saved from it. Every 
day you walk this life, you walk this life as progressive sanctification. Why? Because 
you've got the peace. You've got the prayer. And you've got the praise now. The praise 
because, "Salvation unto the LORD." 

That is the believers' praise. That's what it means to be in Christ. That's the difference 
between religion and relationship. Do you see what I'm saying? Somebody that just has a 
good dose of religion, you might see him downtown on a Saturday night doing something 
they are not supposed to do but I have no desire to be in those places. You say, "Why? 
There are some preachers that want to go down there and witness in the bars." No. No. 
Do you know why? My flesh is weak. That's why. I'm just going to tell you, I'm not 
going to lie. My flesh is weak. I don't have any desire to go down there. The Bible says, 
"Resist the devil and he will flee from you." Why would I want to go in among a den of 
thieves and among the den of wolves like that? Glory to God. My job is to preach the 
everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ wheresoever God sends me and I'll be honest with you, 
I don't think God's going to send me to a place like that. Why? I've got a witness to 
maintain for my Lord Jesus Christ. Not for myself. I've got a testimony to maintain for 
my Lord. What would you all think of me as your pastor if you saw me walking into a 
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place like that? And I just come out over in Huntington somewhere and say, "Oh, I was 
just witnessing." Please. No. Let me tell you what, what you do is not for yourself. God 
said, "I do this not for you but I do this for my holy name's sake." God didn't save you for 
you. God saved you for Christ. Amen? God saved you for Christ.

You say, "I don't like that, Brother Doug." One verse and I'm going to hush. Go to 2 
Thessalonians 2:13. Remember what I told you, "Salvation belongeth to the LORD." God 
saved you for who? For you? No, God saved you for Christ, amen? He said, "I do this not 
for your sake but I do this for my holy name's sake." Let's read right here 2 Thessalonians 
2:13. Why did he save you? He said, "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you," 
now stop right there. Why did he choose you? What are the next 2 words? What are the 
next 2 words? "To salvation." For whom? For Christ. For the Lord Jesus Christ. For 
Christ and Christ alone. Why did he choose you? "To salvation through," what? 
"Through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth." 

He said the believers' praise, he said, "Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing 
is upon," who? "Upon thy people." Why? Matthew 1:21, "His name shall be called Jesus 
and he shall save his people from their sins." And right here in 2 Thessalonians 2:13, "for 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation." That's what it means and let me 
tell you what, my friend: God does not start something and quit it. He never has. 
Wouldn't that be awful if Jesus only went halfway up the cross, wouldn't it? That would 
have been awful if Jesus would have said, "Okay boys, just do one leg and one arm. We'll 
leave these other 2 free." But he did it all. He paid it all. He went the full measure. He 
gave the full measure of devotion, amen? And when he saves you, oh, you recognize the 
believers' problem. Oh, you have the believers' prayer. Then there's the believers' praise. 
You know that this morning. Do you know that? Have you been made to know that? 
Have you? I don't know. I'm not your judge. I'm not your jury but I know the man who is, 
amen? And I can point you the way to him.

Let's bow our heads this morning.
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