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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 6-15-14 AM 

“BLESSED OR CURSED” 

GALATIANS 3:6-14 

#7 in Series, “Galatians: Living with Roots” 

 

   One of the questions I am often asked is “How were people in the Old Testament saved?” The answer is 

that they were saved the same way that people are saved today, by grace through faith. There is a strong 

misconception that people in Old Testament times were saved by keeping the law (especially the offering 

of sacrifices), and after the cross, people are saved by faith in Christ. Many people are surprised to find 

that salvation both in the Old Testament times before the cross and today is received by faith and not 

because of ceremonies, rituals, good works, or anything external. Certainly the object of our faith is much 

clearer than the faith of Abel, Noah, and Moses, but each of these Old Testament saints were saved 

through believing God. Hebrews 11:4a (NKJV) “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice 

than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous [accepted by God]…” Hebrews 11:7 

(NKJV) “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 

an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the 

righteousness which is according to faith.” Hebrews 11:24-25 (NKJV) “
24 

By faith Moses, when he 

became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
25 

choosing rather to suffer affliction 

with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin”. Even clearer than Moses, Noah, and 

Abel is the testimony of Abraham that we are going to focus on in this message. The legalists (often 

called Judaizers) that were contradicting the Gospel that Paul received from God and had faithfully 

proclaimed to the Galatians were distorting the Old Testament and telling the Galatians that in order to be 

saved they must keep the law and especially its rituals and ceremonies and special days and dietary 

distinctions. The Galatians were beginning to listen to these legalists who wanted to rob them of the 

freedom they had in Christ and bring them back under the law – under a “works based” attainment of 

salvation which leads not to salvation, but to bondage. Paul is righteously angry and even addresses the 

Galatian believers in Galatians 3:1a (NKJV) as “O foolish Galatians!” These false teachers were taking 

the Gentile believers in Galatia back to Moses and the legal system for Israel and by taking Scripture out 

of context were convincing the Galatians that they had to go back under the law and even become Jews to 

be saved. Paul, in today’s passage takes them back even further than Moses – all the way back to 

Abraham. Galatians 3:6a (NIV) begins by saying “Consider Abraham”. How many of you grew up 

singing or taught your children or Sunday School class “Father Abraham had many sons; and many sons 

had Father Abraham. And I am one of them, and so are you, so let’s all praise the Lord”? The song goes 

downhill after that into some silliness sort of like a “Christianized Hokey Pokey”, but the fact is that this 

is true of every Christian. The Judaizers (false teachers) were saying that the only way you could become 

a son of Abraham was to become a Jew and the first step for that for males meant to go receive the mark 

or sign of the covenant – circumcision. That initial sign of the covenant must be followed (these false 

teachers said) by males and females keeping the sacrificial and ceremonial law given to Moses for the 

Israelites. This is the false teaching that Paul is confronting in Galatians.  

 

I.       The Blessing of Trusting God (V6-9) 

   Like an attorney Paul begins making his case for the fact that Abraham is the Father of all who come to 

God by faith. Even the ethnic Jews, Abraham’s physical descendents, who did not come to God by faith, 

were not saved. Gentiles, however who come to God by faith are Abraham’s spiritual descendents or 

children. It is faith, not ethnicity that determines salvation. That is the main point in this section of 

Galatians. In verses 1-5 Paul appealed to the Galatians’ experience, especially of having received the 

Holy Spirit, to evidence their salvation apart from becoming a Jew and keeping the law. In this section, he 

appeals completely to Scripture. Let’s dive into the Scripture. 

A.   Abraham’s Books (V6) 
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   By books, I am speaking of accounting type books. Accountants used to be called book keepers. The 

word translated “accounted” means to put on an account. As we saw in an earlier study this same word is 

translated “imputed”, “counted”, “credited” and “reckoned” in other places. Paul in this verse is quoting 

Genesis 15:6. After calling Abram (his name was later changed to Abraham) out of Ur of Chaldea God 

made a promise to him in Genesis 12:2-3 (NKJV) “
2 

I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and 

make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. 
3 

I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him 

who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." Some years later, God came 

to Abraham with another promise. Genesis 15:3-4 (NKJV) “
3 

Then Abram said, ‘Look, You have given 

me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir [his servant Eliezer]!’ 
4 

And behold, the word of 

the Lord came to him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own 

body shall be your heir.’" Then God took Abram outside and showed him all the stars on a clear night and 

said in Genesis 15:5b (NKJV) "So shall your descendants be." The next verse is the one Paul quotes in 

Galatians 3:6. Genesis 15:6 (NKJV) “And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness.” Remember that “righteousness” means right standing with God; it means being accepted 

by God. How was Abraham saved? He believed God! He was saved by faith in God’s provision. The 

object of Abraham’s faith wasn’t as clear and detailed as the object of our faith, but the fact remains that 

Abraham and each of us is saved by God’s grace through faith. Abraham believed God’s promise of a 

child and a descendent through that child by whom all the world would be blessed. We know that this 

descendent was God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ who had our sins imputed to Him and suffered the 

wrath of a holy God for our sins that through faith in Him we would be forgiven. The point in Galatians 3 

is that Abram was saved through faith through casting himself on the faithfulness of God. That is the 

same way we are saved today – the only difference is that the object of our faith [Jesus Christ crucified, 

buried, and risen] is much more detailed by further revelation.  

B.   Abraham’s Blessing (V7-9) 

   The verse that the false teachers certainly used to “prove” their point that the Galatians had to become 

Jews was Genesis 17:10-11b (NKJV) “
10 

This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and 

you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 
11 

… and it shall 

be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.” Let’s do a little time-line here. Some 14 years after God 

made His promise to Abraham in Genesis 15 and Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness (Genesis 15:6), God gave Abraham the instructions about circumcision. Notice that the 

circumcision was the sign of the covenant; it wasn’t the circumcision that made Abraham righteous 

before God. He had by faith been declared righteous more than a decade before God even initiated the rite 

of circumcision. Paul makes this same argument in Romans 4:7-12 [printed in notes]. Galatians 3:7 

makes it clear that it is faith that makes us sons of Abraham, not our becoming a Jew through 

circumcision and the keeping of the law. In fact those who are ethnic Jews and have kept the outward 

rituals and have not believed God are not spiritual sons of Abraham and are as lost as can be. This “faith 

way” to be righteous before God was not something new. Verse 8 says that God knew from the beginning 

that many Gentiles would be saved by faith and that He proclaimed this good news, this Gospel to 

Abraham when He said in Genesis 12:3b (NKJV) “And in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed."  

   Saving faith is trusting in God’s promise and provision, not in our performance whether that 

performance is baptism, good works, or joining a church. Paul is saying to the Galatians that they are 

already sons of Abraham, not by circumcision, but through faith. They did not have to go into the 

bondage of the law to try to deserve salvation. We are Abraham’s faith descendents, not his physical 

descendents. 

 

II.      The Curse of Trusting the Law (V10-14) 

   In verses 6-9 we see what grace can do, and in verses 10-14 we see what works (law) cannot do. The 

main point here is that there are two types of people who are seeking to be accepted by God. First there 

are those who are striving to be righteous (accepted by God) by their works – through the law; second, 
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there are those who are relying, trusting, believing in Christ crucified, buried, and risen to save them. If 

these Judaizers want to hold Abraham up as the example, Abraham believed God and it was counted to 

him as righteousness over ten years before God instituted circumcision as the sign of the covenant and 

more than 500 years before the law was given to Moses! The gist of this passage is that trusting in the law 

puts you under the curse of the law and trusting in Christ gives you righteousness (acceptance by God). 

The law says, “Do these things perfectly and live”. Grace says “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and what 

He has done and live.” It is interesting where else we find the last part of verse 10. The synagogue 

manuals of that time required someone to read out the curses of the law while the prisoner was being 

whipped. In 2 Corinthians 11:24 (NKJV) Paul said, “From the Jews five times I received forty stripes 

minus one.” It is likely that each of those five times on the last lash he heard, "Cursed is everyone who 

does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them."  

A.   The Curse Explained (V10-12) 

      It seems that Paul was saying to these Galatian Gentiles, “Did these Judaizers tell you this? Did they 

also tell you about the curse of the law that you are putting yourself under if you put yourself under the 

law?” A curse in Biblical context is divine judgment that brings the sentence of condemnation. If the 

Galatians were going to put themselves under the law, they would be all the way under the law. There is 

no “kind of” being under the law. If you are depending on the law (your own works) to save you, the 

standard is continual perfection. Jesus affirmed that in the New Testament as He shows the strictness of 

the law in Matthew 5:48 (NKJV) “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is 

perfect.” If you are depending on your works, the standard is not “doing pretty good compared to others”. 

The standard is that you must “…continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do 

them.” I often quote from the Westminster Shorter Catechism. It asks the question, “What does every sin 

deserve?” The answer is “Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is to 

come.” [Q and A 84]. Look at the logical conclusion here. We are all lawbreakers and we are all under the 

curse of the law!. This is what theologians call “the doctrine of total depravity”. This doesn’t necessarily 

mean that everyone is as bad as he can be, but every person is as bad off as he can be! We are all 

corrupted through and through with sin. This doctrine is taught all through the Bible. A few examples are, 

“1 Kings 8:46a (NKJV) "When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin)…” Isaiah 

53:6a (NKJV) “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way…”  

Romans 3:23 (NKJV) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” The law is not a cafeteria 

line that you can pick and choose from. If your trust is in your own works, you aim for perfection and to 

fail even once means you are condemned and under the curse of the law. James 2:10 (NKJV) “For 

whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” In baseball terms, you 

must bat 1.000 and if you are a pitcher, your ERA must be 0.0! The Galatians were doubting the “grace 

path” and looking at the law. Do you see why Paul begins chapter 3 by saying “O foolish Galatians!”  

   Verse 11 gives the only possible conclusion anyone could come to – “No one is justified (given right 

standing with God, accepted by God) by the law…” What is the alternative? It is the Gospel that is 

summarized by the quote from Habakkuk 2:4 that “the just shall live by faith”, that is “justification (being 

made just) is not earned by perfectly keeping God’s law; it is a gift that must be accepted by faith.”  

   In verse 12 Paul quotes another Old Testament verse (Leviticus 18:5) to show that law and grace cannot 

mix. This is a common theme that he just keeps going back to over and over. Since keeping the law to 

perfection is impossible; the only way to be righteous before God, to be accepted by God is through faith 

in the finished work of Christ. As we saw a couple of weeks ago, if justification by the law is possible, 

then Jesus died in vain (Galatians 2:21). Justification by keeping the law is not possible. Romans 3:20 

(NKJV) “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight…” What an insult to 

the God who gave His only begotten Son when one thinks that they can merit His acceptance! That 

infinitely cheapens the sacrifice of Christ.  

B.   The Curse Exchanged (V13-14) 

   In verse 10 Paul referred to the curse on all who seek to be accepted by God through keeping the law. 

Let’s look a little more in detail at that curse.  
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1.   The Burden Removed by Christ (V13) 

   As we have seen many times, “redeemed” means to buy out of the slave market with the intention to 

release from the bondage of sin. The redemption price was His own blood. 1 Peter 1:18-19 (NKJV) “
18 

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 

conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 
19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot.”  

   Let’s focus on that truth that Christ became a curse for us. This is obviously referring to His crucifixion. 

The last part of verse 13 was a quote from Deut 21:22-23. Under the Mosaic law, the most common 

method of capital punishment was stoning. The point of hanging a stoned to death person on a tree was to 

bring them shame and serve as a warning to others. To hang the guilty person on a tree demonstrated that 

he was under God’s curse. Imagine how offensive Christianity was to Jews. The essence of the Gospel is 

that a man was cursed by God and nailed to a tree! The early Christians didn’t try to hide that. It is almost 

like they went out of their way to call the cross a tree. They didn’t try to dress it up to make it less 

offensive. Acts 5:30 (NKJV) “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on 

a tree.” 1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) “who Himself [Jesus] bore our sins in His own body on the tree…” Acts 

13:29 (NKJV) “Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down 

from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.” This would seem to the Jew to be proof that Jesus was not the 

Messiah. “The Messiah cursed by God and hung on a tree? That is impossible!” But look carefully at 

verse 13. Jesus paid the redemption price to purchase us from our slavery to sin and Satan by taking our 

deserved curse upon Himself. The preposition “for” means “on behalf of” or “in the place of”. He took the 

curse we deserved to give us the blessing He deserved. Oh glorious tree! Our sins and their deserved curse 

were given or imputed to Him and when our trust is in Him, His righteousness and merit is imputed to us. 

This is the essence of what we call “the exchanged life”.  

2.   The Blessing Received through Christ (V14) 

   What is “the blessing of Abraham”? It is being counted righteous through faith. Oh, what a much clearer 

knowledge we have of the object of our faith. Abraham’s faith was in the faithfulness of God to provide a 

way for him. God responded to Abraham’s faith by imputing righteousness to his account. Oh what a 

clearer view we have as the object of our faith is the Messiah, the promised One – the eternal God the Son 

become flesh and who alone kept the whole law perfectly and then bled and died on a tree bearing the 

curse of our sins that when we look to Him in faith we are declared righteous before a holy God in 

Christ’s perfect righteousness. Glory upon top of glory, the Lord then gives us His Spirit to indwell us and 

make the daily life of glorifying Him a glorious possibility. 

CONCLUSION 

   I love the old American folk hymn that says this: 

What wonderous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

What wonderous love is this, O my soul! 

What wonderous love is this, 

That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

Tim Keller summarized it well. “Religion says ‘earn your life’. Secular society says ‘create your life’. 

Jesus says ‘My life for your life”. (3144) 

    


