


Luke 22:24-27 

 “A dispute also arose among them as to 
which of them was considered to be 
greatest.  

 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and those who 
exercise authority over them call themselves 
Benefactors.  

 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the 
greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one 
who serves. For who is greater, the one who 
is at the table or the one who serves? Is it 
not the one who is at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves.” 



Looking more closely 

Focus - “which of them was considered 
to be greatest.” (also, Luke 9:46-48) 

 

•  How am I regarded or considered by 
others? 

 

•  Building self-perception on how 
others perceive me. (Status and 
greatness) 

 

 



 “Half the harm that is done in this 
world is due to people who want 
to feel important (or accepted). 

They don’t mean to do harm, but 
the harm does not interest them 
… or they do not see it, or they 

justify it … because they are 
absorbed in the endless struggle 
to think well of themselves” (or 

to have others think well of them) 
(T. S. Eliot ). 



• Please recognize that leaders are easily misunderstood 
and often wrongly judged as self-seeking and self-
promoting.  

• Sometimes they are guilty as charged. A leader unwilling 
to admit that he sometimes battles this temptation is 
probably not one you should follow.  

• Yet we should be aware that people often wrongly project 
evil motives on leaders because they either feel 
threatened by them or jealous of them. 

• Like most leaders, I’ve experienced the full spectrum. I’ve 
been guilty as charged and wrongly accused. I believe 
leaders are more vulnerable to selfish motives when 
they're younger and more likely to be falsely accused 
when they're older and more recognized for their 
leadership. 



 

Radical Kingdom of reversal (Not the 

removal of authority but the transformation of it.) 

 
• The normal practice of kings exercising 

authority will not do for the Lord’s 
kingdom. 

 

• Benefactors – wealthy people whose 
giving secured for them status and 
leadership in the city. It was giving with 
the motive of self-advancement and self-
promotion. It was a way of “serving” in 
order to secure status for oneself.  

 



Context magnifies the error of their debate 

1. vv. 14-20 – The transition from the Passover 
meal to new covenant in what we practice as 
communion – “Do this in remembrance of 
me” (19). 

2. vv. 21-23 – The identity of the betrayer of 
Jesus. (v. 23 - “Which of them it might be…”) 

3. vv. 24-27 – A dispute about who was 
considered greatest. (“Which of them was 
considered to be”) 

4. vv. 28-30 – “A commendation of faithfulness 

5. vv. 31-34 – The warning about unfaithfulness 
– especially in Peter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Radical reorientation of self-perception 

Jesus used their dispute as a teaching moment.  

 

• “But you are not to be like that.” 

 

• “But I am among you as one who serves.” 

 

Where can we see God at work?  

 

Matthew 20:28   

 “The Son of Man didn’t come to be served, but 

to serve and give His life a ransom for many.”  



Two warnings we all need 

• Romans 12:3 – “Do not think of yourself 

more highly than you ought, but rather 

think of yourself with sober judgment, in 

accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you.” (NIV) 

 

• Galatians 6:3 – “For if anyone thinks he is 

something, when he is nothing, he 

deceives himself.” (ESV) 

 



Philippians 2:3-8 

 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others. In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,  did 
not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death— even death on a cross!” 



Three more key verses 

• “So you also, when you have done 

everything you were told to do, should 

say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done our duty’” (Luke 17:10). 

 

• “Am I now trying to win the approval of 

human beings, or of God? Or am I trying 

to please people? If I were still trying to 

please people, I would not be a servant of 

Christ” (Galatians 1:10). 



  

“Love each other with 

genuine affection, and 

take delight in honoring 

each other.”  

(Romans 12:10, NLT) 
 



• Romans 12:10: “Love each other with genuine affection, 
and take delight in honoring each other.” (NLT) 

• Other translations include: “give preference to one 
another” or “preferring one another.” 

• NLT - “take delight” (προηγούμενοι) could be rendered 
“going before.”   

• The expression conveys an eagerness to honor others. 
Perhaps a call to initiate or even to surpass one another in 
showing honor.  

• “Out do one another in showing honor” (ESV). 

• But I like the rendering “Take delight.” It should not be 
considered a burden but joy to show honor to another.  

• Honoring involves recognizing of value. Most of us could 
use a renewed passion for deferring to one another in 
honor.  

• When we live out this calling, it transforms the nature of 
Christian fellowship into the kind of community it was 
meant to be.   



 



Luke 22 

•  Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the 
Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law were looking for some 
way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the 
people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, 
one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to the chief 
priests and the officers of the temple guard and 
discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 
5 They were delighted and agreed to give him 
money. 6 He consented, and watched for an 
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no 
crowd was present. 



• 7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which 
the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent 
Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations 
for us to eat the Passover.”9 “Where do you want us 
to prepare for it?” they asked.10 He replied, “As you 
enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 
11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher 
asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a 
large room upstairs, all furnished. Make 
preparations there.”13 They left and found things 
just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the 
Passover.14 When the hour came, Jesus and his 
apostles reclined at the table 



• 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it 
finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”17 After 
taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take 
this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I 
will not drink again from the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.”19 And he took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.”20 In the same way, 
after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you. 



Luke 22:21  
 But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine 

on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been 
decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They 
began to question among themselves which of them it might 
be who would do this.  
 

Matthew 26:20-25  
 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the 

Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell 
you, one of you will betray me.”22 They were very sad and 
began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t 
mean me, Lord?”23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped 
his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of 
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him 
if he had not been born.”25 Then Judas, the one who would 
betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus 
answered, “You have said so.” 
 



• 24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of 
them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said 
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them 
call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to 
be like that. Instead, the greatest among you 
should be like the youngest, and the one who rules 
like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the 
one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it 
not the one who is at the table? But I am among 
you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have 
stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a 
kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 
30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 



• 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of 
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.”33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to 
go with you to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny three times that you 
know me.” 

 


