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I'd like to invite you to look with me in your Bibles to Isaiah 42 as we come to the 
conclusion of this chapter. We began a number of weeks prior with, "Behold my servant, 
whom I uphold, mine elect," pointing the hearers and the readers to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the light, everything else is darkness. But in these verses we're going to consider 
how the Lord Jesus Christ made the law honorable, something that men have never been 
able to do even in their best state. Not even Adam before the fall could make the law 
honorable but Christ did and that's what we read about here beginning with verse 18. 
Isaiah 42:18,

18 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. 19 Who is blind, but 
my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that 
is perfect, and blind as the LORD'S servant? 20 Seeing many things, but 
thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. 21 The LORD is 
well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, and 
make it honourable. 22 But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all 
of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a 
prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore. 23 Who 
among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to 
come? 24 Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not 
the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in 
his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. 25 Therefore he hath 
poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it 
hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet 
he laid it not to heart. 

What a contrast we see here between what men are and who the Lord Jesus Christ is. 
What we know, not only from this portion of Scripture but others, is that there is none 
righteous, no not one. No matter how you turn it, no matter how you look at it, put a light 
to it, what is in us and of us even in our best state is nothing but darkness and sinfulness.

Here is a matter in which men in their darkness and blindness still have not understood. 
When they read a portion like this, they'll denounce Israel and say, "Well, they were blind 
but we're not. What they couldn't do, we'll do," and they assume that what God wants is 
somebody to stand up. It's like you see in a meeting sometimes, "Won't somebody stand 
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up and stand in the breach?" Well, there is none to stand that are fallen. That's what it 
means to be fallen. Fallen creatures are fallen. Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty 
Dumpty had a great fall, And all the king's horses and all the king's men, Couldn't put 
Humpty back together again. That's a children's rhyme but you take an egg and drop it, 
try putting it back together and such is our state before a holy God.

The point is that the law of God was never given to make a man righteous and therein 
men err today when they think that that's why it's still there. It's somehow I’ve got to 
furnish the obedience. The reason the law was given was rather to expose the utter 
sinfulness of sin and that every mouth may be stopped and all the world found guilty 
before him. If you'll look over in Romans 3, here's the greatest commentary of Scripture I 
find on the law and why it was given. Romans 3:10-18 pretty aptly describes what we've 
just read here in Isaiah 42 that men are blind. Men are deaf. They have been given over to 
spoil and to robbers, okay?

"Now," verse 19, "we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law," why? "That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God." This is what the Lord was declaring through Isaiah concerning this 
people of Israel and any sinner of any land and the reason that his wrath, his just wrath is 
poured out is because men's deeds are evil. They are evil. We are evil.

Verse 20 sums it up, "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight," so quit trying to justify yourself in his sight by any obedience to the law. It 
says, "for by the law is the knowledge of sin." When we look in it and even myself when 
I read a portion of Scripture like this, I have to bow. In fact, you notice how the word was 
written through the mouth of Isaiah back here in Isaiah 42:24, "Who gave Jacob for a 
spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned?" 
Isaiah couldn't even pull himself out of that and say somehow he was excluded. I'll tell 
you, that's how we pray. When we pray for sinners, we include ourselves if we're taught 
of the Lord.

You say, "Well, does God just set aside his law to save sinners?" Well, no. That's why 
verse 21 in the middle of all of this in Isaiah 42 is so vital. This is the heart that pumps. 
This is the truth on which this whole portion hangs. How is it that God knowing sinners 
to be who they are, how is it that he can justly save any then? Well, it says here that the 
Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake. "His" not referring to Israel, not referring 
to man as fallen creature. There is none righteous but for God's righteousness sake, he 
will magnify the law and make it honorable. Now, I know we've taken some time to get 
to this verse but it is still connected to the first part of this chapter in verses 1-4 where 
God himself sent forth his Son, his elect and put his Spirit upon him, it says, to bring 
forth judgment or justice to the Gentiles, to the nations, is what that is.

Verse 4 says, "He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth," 
in other words, accomplished it. That's what the Lord Jesus Christ came to do, to earn 
righteousness, to establish it and upon completion of his work, for God to impute it once 
for all to every one that he has purposed to save and that goes right along with Romans 3. 
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I should have told you to keep your finger there because in verse 21, we have this 
explanation, how is it that God has satisfied his law? How is it that he has honored it? 
How is it that he has magnified it through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ for sinners? 
Not by setting it aside. Not by overlooking our sin. God cannot do that. He can't deny 
himself. He's holy. He's just. He can't tolerate even a shadow of darkness in his presence. 

And seeing and knowing that no earthly mortal could ever satisfy his law, he sent his Son 
into this world to fulfill the law, that that righteousness of God, that's what Isaiah 42:21 is 
about. "The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake." Who is God's 
righteousness? It's his Son. He magnified it. He honored it. That's what we see here in 
verse 21 of Romans 3, two verse 21s, "But now the righteousness of God without the law 
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is 
no difference." The righteousness of God without the law, without man keeping it, is 
manifested. Being witnessed, just like we read in Isaiah, the law and the prophets being 
witnessed, even the righteousness of God which is by the faith of Jesus Christ. His 
faithfulness to accomplish. His faithfulness to work out that righteousness and having 
done it, it is unto all and upon all them that believe. It's not when you believe that you're 
made righteous. If Christ accomplished that righteousness on your behalf, then you 
believe because he did it. He had already done it. That's why it's upon all them that 
believe. No difference between Jew or Gentile.

So come back here to my text then. Why is it that it was Christ alone who could and 
would and should make the law honorable? Well, the very first thing we've already cited 
and that is our own inability. Our own inability. The way verse 18 is written, you'd think, 
"Well, what are you doing telling the deaf to hear? And what are you doing telling the 
blind to see?" In any other circumstance, if you did that to a deaf person or a blind 
person, people would think you were mocking them. "Can't you see they're blind? Why 
are you telling them to listen? They can't hear. Why are you telling them to look? They 
can't see." 

What I know in Scripture is that our inability in no wise excuses our accountability. 
Think about it. Just because you're deaf doesn't mean that you're not accountable for what 
you hear. Just because you're blind, the Lord holds sinners accountable and here in verse 
18, he's drawing attention to their deafness. He's drawing attention to their blindness. And 
you can see their rebellion in their reaction. Some commentators try to figure out another 
way of what verse 19 is saying. I see it as being their response. They throw it back at the 
one that the Lord sent. "Who is blind, but my servant?" That is their reaction. You 
remember the parable that the Lord told where he sent his prophets to the vineyard and 
they beat up the prophets and then he sent his own son and they took him and killed him? 
This is just how powerful the blindness and deafness, it's just another description for 
man's rebellion. When they cried, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" we would have done the 
same thing given that circumstance, that situation. That's what we see here. They were 
saying, "Who is blind but my servant? Or deaf as my messenger that I sent?" This is their 
response to that messenger that he sent. Some say it refers to Isaiah but I see it portraying 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. It's what they called him, the son of Beelzebub. They called him a 
Samaritan. They said he had a devil. They called him a wine-bibber.

"Who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD'S servant?" Again, them 
accusing him of wrongdoing, the Lord Jesus Christ. You know, men react that way. They 
don't like to be told that they're blind. They don't like to be told that they're lost. They 
don't like to be told that they're rebels before a holy God and they'd rather kill the 
preacher than they would bow to the message, bow to the one that's being sent forth.

If you look over in John 9, this was the attitude of the Pharisees of the day in John 9 
when the Lord healed that blind man and when the Lord had heard that they cast out the 
blind man. The blind man had been healed. All the evidence was there that the Lord had 
done a work and yet they refused to hear him. In John 9:35 the Lord went to him. There, 
again, is a blessed truth that the Lord never leaves any of his own, never abandons them. 
He will not lose one. It says, "Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had 
found him," the Lord found him, "he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 
He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto 
him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I 
believe. And he worshipped him. And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind." 
You talk about God's distinctive grace, right there, that one verse says that Christ didn't 
come to save everybody. There are some that see not that he came to cause to see and 
there are those that see that they might be made blind.

You say, "Well, I thought everybody was blind." He's talking here about people that 
presume they see and there is a whole religious generation out there right now that 
presumes. They are as sure as their own name that heaven is theirs. They'll tell you, 
"Don't talk to me about not seeing. I made my decision." Like one man told me not too 
long ago when I asked him what his testimony was, he said, "When I was 10 years old I 
walked an aisle and made my decision and I’ve never looked back." That was his 
testimony. He is one that says he sees and yet he's still blind. He's still blind.

"And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, 
Are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin." In 
other words, if you truly saw your blindness, that's an evidence that Christ has already 
paid your debt. "But now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth." That's quite a 
judgment when you think about it.

But this is the reason why it was necessary for there to be one to honor the law because 
men think they honor it. Given the Ten Commandments, they're presumptuous in their 
blindness. They think, "Well, I’m doing pretty good here," and they'll even put it out in 
their lawn on that little sign and make you feel like they're somebody. "Why aren't you 
obeying the law? I am." And just as Bob was reading in Matthew 5, if you would 
continue reading through that whole chapter, the Lord just began to show them in every 
area wherein that law, if they would take that law to be their confidence and somehow 
think that they have obeyed it, it will stand as their condemnation in the day of judgment.
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Let's come back here to Isaiah 42 and look at a second point. Not only are we blind and 
unable to come and yet nonetheless accountable, the second point I would have you to 
see is that there is only one that the Father himself considers to be his righteousness and 
that is verse 21, "The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake." You know, in 
verse 20, I meant to just link that to what we read in John 9, "Seeing many things, but 
thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not." That's how many are. They see 
many things even in the Bible and yet they don't see the one thing and that is their own 
depravity. They don't see the one thing and that is what we're about to look at here in 
verse 21, the Lord's righteousness, the Lord's glory. He that did come and did make the 
law honorable.

So that's this second point I’d have you look at: how God has purposed to honor his own 
law. He magnified the law. Now, I would go back into history a little bit here and say 
God honored the law when he first gave it. That's the law that set apart that people of 
Israel from the other nations. It's what distinguished that people and how God taught 
them to worship. Brother Mike, you read it for us in the men's time of reading and prayer 
out of the Old Testament in Exodus 25, how he determined that it would be through 
representation that sinners would approach unto God. It wouldn't be everybody running 
in and out of that tabernacle but it would be through sacrifice. It would be through a 
representative high priest. And it would be once a year. And it would be through blood. 

There was no other nation in existence at that time that had such a law and that's what 
distinguishes the law of God from every other religion. They have little bits and pieces of 
things they have put together but it still comes down to works religion. It's what you do  
and here the Scriptures are clearly pointing that it can't be what you do. It has to be 
through this one alone, God himself purposing to honor his own law through his high 
priest and that's how he established it from the beginning. He separated out his people 
through this law.

If you go back to Deuteronomy 10:15 and, you know, we're not doing anything different 
right now than back then in how we worship. We still need a sacrifice which is Christ. 
We still need that perfect lamb which is Christ. We still need that high priest which is 
Christ. So nothing has changed in that regard but we can see here in Deuteronomy 10 
how God established this law to set this people apart beginning with verse 12, "And now, 
Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart 
and with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day for thy good? Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is 
the LORD'S thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. Only the LORD had a delight 
in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, 
as it is this day. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more 
stiffnecked." It's just to say how God established this law. It all had to do with 
approaching him and coming to him in the way that he had ordained. We saw that law 
even in the garden when he took away the fig leaves and clothed Adam and Eve with the 
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skins of innocent animals. There was bloodshed and so it passed from there to Abel and 
from Abel right on down to where we are today. 

That was the purpose of it, not that somehow our obedience would be what makes us 
acceptable before him but Christ's obedience and this is what we see here in this portion 
of Scripture, in Isaiah 42:21, "The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake." 
You could say he is well pleased for his Son's sake, with him as his servant, with him as 
that one that is his elect that we saw in Isaiah 42:1. He is well pleased with him for him 
being that righteousness. There were only two occasions when God caused his voice to 
be heard from heaven while his Son was on earth and both times it was the same thing, 
"This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Hear him." Hear him.

That's where his righteousness is. He magnified the law. He made it honorable. Do you 
realize that the Lord Jesus Christ had to be tempted in every way as Adam had been? As 
Israel had been? They fell but he could not. When he came, he could not diminish in any 
way any aspect of the law. To honor it meant that he had to obey it in every jot and tittle. 
That's what some of the old writers call the active obedience of Christ. I don't really like 
those terms but I understand what they're saying. He actively worked out this 
righteousness in his life.

But just like in any law, there is the precept and then there is the penalty so in order for 
him to magnify and honor the law, he not only had to obey the precepts but even though a 
just man, he still had to pay the penalty. I love talking about this because this, when you 
boil all of Scripture down, this is what it's all about. If someone says to me, "Why don't 
you just make it simple?" Here it is: that God purposing to save sinners took their sin and 
put it to the account of the Savior and upon completion of his perfect obedience, took that 
righteousness that he worked out and put it to the account of those sinners. That's pretty 
simple, isn't it? Substitution. Satisfaction. 

And that's why God calls it his righteousness. Nowhere in Scripture do you ever hear the 
term "Christ's righteousness." I know we use it but in Scripture it's always God's 
righteousness. Just like here in Isaiah 42, "The LORD is well pleased for his 
righteousness' sake." Who is God's Savior? You say, "He needs a Savior?" He needs a 
Savior. He can't just forgive sin without a just payment. His Savior is his Son. Who is his 
righteousness? Don't look at yourself. His righteousness right now is seated in the 
heavens, exalted at the right hand of the majesty of the Father wherein he ever lives to 
intercede on behalf of those for whom he died.

So the Lord is well pleased with his Son. When we read here in verse 21 when it says, 
"The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake," he is well pleased with his Son. 
Now here's a part I don't want you to miss: if he's well pleased with his Son, that means 
he is also well pleased with his people in him. How many times we can look within and 
think, "You know, I’m such a sinner," which we are, but there is no remedy in 
introspection. There is no remedy in just groveling over our sin. In many ways, it is a 
denial of the work that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished in that when you, yes, the 
Lord graciously by his Spirit shows you what you are, that's to humble you but if the 
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Spirit is at work, he's going to take your eyes off yourself and he's going to draw them to 
his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ and he's going to cause you to see that if God is pleased 
with his Son and I'm in his Son, he's pleased with me. 

There is therefore now no condemnation. That's hard to believe and this flesh will tell 
you to go back to some work when you fall or go back to some duty. No, the Spirit brings 
us to Christ. He is well pleased with those for whom Christ died. We see in that the love 
that he bears for them. We see there the care that he has for our persons. If indeed Christ 
has paid our debt, he delights over us and he graciously continues to give us his Spirit to 
look to him. That's how the Lord has done his work. It's completely his and the Father is 
well pleased.

It's put here in verse 21 in the past tense not because it was done before it was done but 
because of the certainness of it. How certain was it that the Lord Jesus Christ should 
accomplish this work? Well, he is well pleased for his righteousness' sake, this one that 
he appointed from before time to be set forth in due time. When the fullness of time 
came, God sent forth his Son to redeem them that were under the law and such is our 
hope.

The last point I’d have you to see in verses 22 to 25 is just simply this: apart from the 
singular work of the Lord Jesus having accomplished this righteousness, the only 
alternative to him having done the work is condemnation and that's how the Lord ends 
this chapter. Having spoken of that righteousness of his Son that would accomplish 
salvation for his people, you notice how he writes condemnation over the rest. He says in 
verse 22, "But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes." 
You ask yourself, "What holes were they snared in?" Well, they're snared in the holes of 
their own religion. Who are the toughest people in the world to talk to about things of 
Christ? It's religious people. They have made their profession. They have walked the 
aisle. They have said their prayer. The preacher has already told them they're fine. What 
are you going coming along and disrupting my peace, is what they think. 

But they are people robbed and spoiled. You say, "Who has robbed and spoiled?" Well, 
there own leaders. The very people they confide in. The very ones like that one man said 
when he was dying and someone asked him what his hope was. He said, "If my preacher 
has been telling me the truth, then I have a good hope." That's no good hope because 
there are a bunch of them lying on God.

If you look over in John 10 where it talks here, "But this is a people robbed and spoiled; 
they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, 
and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore." Why doesn't anybody say 
restore? Well, because they assume they're already the Lord's. "Why do I need to repent? 
What do I have to repent of? I made my decision. I said my prayer." That's the attitude. 
Our Lord spoke of this in John 10 distinguishing himself as the true shepherd from those 
that had come before. 

Page 7 of 9



You notice in verse 1, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber." We 
could say the same as what Isaiah said, "a spoiler and a robber." "But he that entereth in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear 
his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out." Do you see the 
difference? But then again, were it not for the grace of God, we'd all still be there. We'd 
all be in that spoil. We'd all be robbed and wouldn't think anything of it. You say, "How 
do they rob?" Well, they steal God's glory. Anytime a man tells you you've got some part 
to play in it, you're robbing God of his glory because God already said there is nothing 
but unrighteousness in you. 

You can see the hardness back here in Isaiah 42, "Who among you will give ear to this? 
who will hearken and hear for the time to come?" The answer is none except for the Lord 
to open your ears. That's what it takes. It takes the Lord opening the heart of a sinner that 
they might hear and harken it says "for the time to come." That's how I know this was 
speaking of something yet future, a deliverance that God would work in his righteousness 
on behalf of his people when the Lord would come.

But then you see in verse 24 something that shocks some people because you say, "Well, 
they won't hear. They're robbed. They're spoiled." Here's God's sovereignty. He doesn't 
have to save a one. When he says, "Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? 
did not the LORD." It's the Lord who determined that these would hear and not hear; they 
would see and not see. That's his judgment. There are a lot of people that think that so 
long as they're still alive there's hope when in reality it may be that the Lord has already 
given them over to their own reprobate mind. You hear people say, "Well, I still have a 
lot of life to live. I'll deal with that at some point." Who gave you the key? That statement 
right there may already be an indication the Lord just has already given you up. You've 
been robbed and spoiled and God justly so because it says in verse 24, 

"For they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law." There is 
a singularness to that law. That law which was given to point sinners to Christ and not put 
any confidence in themselves but they rebelled and they walked in their own way and 
here's his judgment in verse 25 described,

"Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle." If 
the Lord causes sinners to believe a lie, there is nobody going to come along and change 
that into them believing the truth because God is the one that is causing them to believe a 
lie. That's part of his judgment, his anger and his wrath.

"And it hath set him on fire round about," notice, "yet he knew not." Paul speaks in 
Romans about people heaping wrath upon wrath against the day of wrath and we're 
talking about self-confident people. We're talking about religiously moral people that 
think themselves ready. I heard someone in my office say that the other day, "I'm not 
afraid to die, I just don't want to die yet." And I’m thinking, "Well, apart from Christ you 
ought to be afraid. You ought to fear." But they don't. There is no fear of God in their 
hearts.
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And it says here, "yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart." This 
very same Bible that you and I are reading is being read around the world right now 
today more than at any other time and yet people will get up and as I’ve used that 
illustration over and over again of a cow. They come and take one away in the butcher 
truck and all the rest pop their head up for a while and look and watch the truck go down 
the road and then they go right back to doing what they're doing, eating. No difference. 
No difference being made. 

If God has made a difference, and he has for his people, it's only because of his grace. It's 
only because he purposed to love such as we are and may we ever be mindful of that and 
always be ready to give him the glory and to him alone. I'm thankful that God doesn't 
hold me accountable to make his law honorable. That was already over when Adam fell, 
my representative. I'm thankful that he made his law honorable when he sent his Son to 
work it out and establish it and imputed it upon completion of Christ's death there once 
for all for sinners such as we are.
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