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MMeeddiittaattiinngg  oonn  HHeeaavveenn::  
DDeeaatthh  aanndd  tthhee  AAfftteerrlliiffee  

Pastor Charles R. Biggs 
 

Class Two: Death- THE END 
 

ESV Psalm 89:47-48: Remember how short my time is! For what vanity you have 
created all the children of man! 48 What man can live and never see death? Who can 

deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah 
 
John Calvin�s prayer: �May we be cast down in ourselves and be raised by hope and faith 
towards heaven; when prostrate before your face, may we so conduct ourselves in the 
world, as in the interval to become free from all the depraved desires and passions of our 
flesh, and dwell mentally in heaven. Then at length may we be withdrawn from this 
earthly warfare, and arrive at that celestial rest which you have prepared for us, through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.� (Daniel, Lecture 53). 
 
C. S. Lewis wrote: �I�m not so much afraid of death as ashamed of it�it has crept into 
creation as an intruder�yet it has been defeated by Jesus Christ.� 
 
�I'm not afraid to die, I just don't want to be there when it happens.� - Woody Allen 
 
�Every man must do two things alone; he must do his own believing and his own dying.� 
- Martin Luther 
 
�While I thought that I was learning how to live, I have been learning how to die.� - 
Leonardo da Vinci 
 
Thomas Boston wrote soberly: �Seriously consider what it is to go into another world, a 
world of spirits, wherewith we are very little acquainted. How frightful is converse with 
spirits to poor mortals in this life! And how much more dreadful is the case, when men 
die and are hurried into another world, not knowing but devils may be their companions 
forever! Let us then give all diligence to make and advance our acquaintance and 
intimacy with the LORD of that world, the King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus Christ� 
(338). 
 
(1) WLC 84  Shall all men die? A. Death being threatened as the wages of sin, (1) it 
is appointed unto all men once to die; (2) for that all have sinned.(3) (1)Rom. 6:23; 
(2)Heb. 9:27 (3)Rom. 5:12 
 
Honestly, have you ever sat down and said to yourself: �I am going to die.� How did you 
feel? What did you think?  When was your first realization of death in your life? 
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John Calvin advised concerning death: �Let us learn so to love this life as to be 
prepared to lay it down whenever the Lord pleases: let us also learn to desire death, but so 
as to live to the Lord� (Jonah-Nahum, 129). 
 
(2) Death is called the �Great Leveler� or �Great equalizer� of humanity. 
 
Roman author Seneca wrote: �Anyone can stop a man�s life, but no one his death; a 
thousand doors open on to it�� 
 
�You can�t take it with you,� we are fond of saying. Or as Benjamin Franklin 
commented: �Nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.� 
 
Horace (Roman Poet) wrote: �Pale death with impartial tread beats at the poor man�s 
cottage door and at the palaces of kings.� 
 
Thomas Boston wrote: �While we are in the body, we are but in a lodging-house, in an 
inn (�temporal home� as Elisabeth says!), on our way homeward. When we come to the 
grave, we come to our home, our long home�� 
 
ESV Ecclesiastes 12:5 they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the 
almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along,1 and desire fails, because man 
is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets � 
 
��All living must be inhabitants of this house, good and bad, old and young. Man�s life 
is a stream, running into death�s devouring deeps. Those who now live in palaces, must 
leave them behind, and go home to this house�� (Boston, 323). 
 
Rich and poor in the world await death; great and small; free and slave; male and female, 
etc. 
 
ESV Ezekiel 7:19 They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold is like an unclean 
thing. Their silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the 
LORD. They cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it. For it was the 
stumbling block of their iniquity. 
 
What�s the difference? Death makes us all �equal� in God�s sight. We have the same 
future; the same destiny; the same appointment that we all live wondering �when will it 
happen?� 
 
ESV Ecclesiastes 1:4 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains 
forever. 
 
ESV Ecclesiastes 3:2 �a time to be born, and a time to die� 
 
The great Augustine warned in his Confessions (IV:10) after experiencing great grief in 
the death of his friend Nebridius, that we must never give our hearts ultimately to anyone 
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or anything other than God. All humans beings die. �Do not let your happiness depend on 
something you may lose. If love is to be a blessing, not a misery, it must be for the only 
Beloved who will never die.� 
 
In the same vein, C. S. Lewis contemplated: 
 
C. S. Lewis wrote in The Four Loves �[Heaven is our hope where we shall be with God 
and fully know and experience his love] down here it is all loss and renunciation. The 
very purpose of the bereavement�may have been to force this [focus on heaven] upon 
us. We are then compelled to try to believe, what we cannot yet feel, that God is our true 
Beloved� (191). 
 
(3) Greatest Danger to Preparation for Death: 
�Contented worldliness� particularly manifested in great wealth and possessions can 
make us too busy to notice our predicament and make us forget death; great poverty can 
cause us to curse God, but it many times makes men and women wish and hope for 
something more- -to anticipate another world. 
 
All of us will experience death if Jesus does not return first. Many before us have all 
experienced death already.  As we grow older we begin to experience it vicariously in the 
death of friends, loved ones, with our loved ones, etc.  
 
As we grow older, bereavement and grief over death and loss become part of life�s 
difficult challenges. 
 
Whatever you have by way of possessions and fame, you cannot take it with you.  We 
should be reminded of a parable our Lord Jesus taught: 
 
Luke 12:13-23: "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14 But he 
said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 And he said to them, 
"Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist 
in the abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of 
a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?' 18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 
20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and 
is not rich toward God." 22 And he said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  
 
All other pursuits are folly apart from the storing up treasure in God�s eternal Kingdom 
by faith in Him. 
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ESV Proverbs 11:4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers 
from death. 

 
This man in the parable is a �self-sufficient� man who has worked hard and gained many 
possessions and whose only goal was to be �fat and happy� so that he has enough goods 
laid up so that he can �relax, eat, drink, and be merry� (v. 19).   But as Ecclesiastes 2 
teaches us, this is folly and a vanity, a chasing after the wind: 
 
ESV Ecclesiastes 2:1-4: I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy 
yourself." But behold, this also was vanity. 2 I said of laughter, "It is mad," and of pleasure, 
"What use is it?" 3 I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine- my heart still 
guiding me with wisdom- and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the 
children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life. 4 I made great works. I built 
houses and planted vineyards for myself�. 
 
The attitude of �relax, eat, drink, and be merry� might be a consistently popular attitude 
with many Americans in this world who shallowly seek only to be happy in this present 
age.  But this attitude is contrary to those who are seeking a kingdom that is not of this 
world, where Jesus Christ is their hope and desire, where sin and folly shall be removed, 
and God will restore all things and will dwell with his people in communion and sweet 
fellowship in an unshakeable Kingdom that will never end (cf. Rev. 21:1-7). 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 
 
(4) Death is something most folks fear. The Bible says: 
 
Thomas Boston wrote: �Death is an inexorable, irresistible messenger, who cannot be 
diverted from executing his orders by the force of the mighty, the bribes of the rich, or 
the entreaties of the poor. It does not reverence the wiser old man, nor pity the harmless 
babe. The bold and daring outbrave it; nor can the faint-hearted obtain a discharge in this 
war� (325). 
 
ESV Psalm 55:4 My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death have fallen upon 
me. 
 
ESV Hebrews 2:14-16: Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery. 
 
Thomas Watson wrote: �Death changes a man�s opinion about the importance of 
life�.At the point of death, a dying man now has another opinion of the world than he 
had. He sees what a vain thing it is. He could never see its nothingness, the devil having 
cast a mist before his eyes. He once doted upon the world. Now, all its jewels are pulled 
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off and he sees it in its night dress. He sees how the world�s paint falls off, and how 
unable it is to give one drop of comfort at the hour of death� (81). 
 
(5) Death is a mystery. �One day a person walks up a flight of stairs carrying perhaps 
180 pounds of their own weight effortlessly. The next day it takes two people to carry out 
the lifeless body� (Oliphint and Ferguson, 13). 
 
Death is defined as the cessation of the activity of the brain or the heart; we die of 
�natural causes� we popularly say; but death is not natural. 
 
(6) Death is an Intruder. Death is destructive. 
 
God made mankind in His image; read Genesis 1:26-28. 
 
Mankind was made for two worlds: one physical and one spiritual. 
 
We were created to live in God, in harmony with both realms: the physical world that 
God has created; the spiritual world that God created. 
 
We were created to grow physically and spiritually. 
 
Sin and rebellion against God caused us to cease to grow spiritually as we should; we lost 
communion with God by seeking our own way (Ecc. 11:29) or �autonomy� against God. 
 
Because man sinned in disobedience against God, he was not confirmed in God in eternal 
life; he ate from the tree that God said if he ate from, he would die (Gen. 2:17). 
 
God pronounced a curse upon mankind (Adam represented mankind before God): �Dust 
you are and to dust you shall return.� 
 
Through disobedience, mankind was disconnected from God spiritually; he lost 
communion with God and intimacy with God as he was created to experience. 
 
Mankind was cut off from God, the Life-Giver and Source of all Life: �In Him we live 
and move and have our being� (Acts 17). 
 
And so to dust, insignificant dust, God�s great and glorious creatures would return.  Our 
names would one day be �mud�. 
 
Through death came physical and spiritual disintegration and destruction.  
 
Man was alienated from God (�spiritually naked and full of shame� � Gen. 3:8-10) 
 
Man was alienated from his closest relationships to others (�blamed Eve� his very own 
wife, the most intimate of companions and relations � Gen. 3:12). 
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Man was alienated from the creatures he was to have dominion over and even the earth 
would respond to man�s work with thorns (that�s why we need Round-Up to kill weeds- 
Gen. 3:17-19). 
 
Mankind was not at �home� in the physical world or in the spiritual world. Man became a 
haunted thing, who would seek to serve self and make a name for himself, and exchange 
the truth of God for lies. 
 
Read Genesis 5:5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31- -THIS SHOULD HORRIFY US. 
 
Physical death is the �sacrament� or outward sign of �real death� or the spiritual reality 
that is present in the human heart from birth (see Oliphint and Ferguson, 18). 
 
ESV Romans 5:12-14: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned - 13 for sin indeed 
was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 
Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
 
We are born into this problem. Adam was mankind�s chosen federal head or 
representative chosen by God for all mankind. 
 
Death is ultimately the judgment; or as Paul says �the wages of sin� (Rom. 6:23). 
 
(6) Death ends our probation before God; whatever our relationship with God at the time 
of our death we are confirmed in this forever. We are either confirmed in eternal 
blessedness or cursedness. 
 
ESV Hebrews 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
judgment, 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good 
or evil. 
 
ESV Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that 
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!" 
GOOD NEWS FOR DEAD PEOPLE: 
 
(7) What is the only good news for the dying? THE good news: �The gift of God is 
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord� (Rom. 6:23). 
 
God became man to kill death; to destroy destruction; to disintegrate with his mighty 
power man�s spiritual and physical disintegration. 
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Jesus was at home in both worlds, because he was a man of both worlds. 
 
He was from heaven, and yet was born as a man from Adam�s seed, yet without sin. 
 
Jesus came as Intercessor-Mediator between God and man to provide wholeness, 
integrity, and to bridge the gap and chasm that existed between earth and heaven: 
 
ESV Hebrews 2:15-18: and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 
John 3:16-18: "For God so loved the world,1 that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 
Jesus comes to us and says: �DO NOT FEAR.� 
 
I have overcome death and hades- -I hold the keys! 
 
ESV Psalm 89:47-48: Remember how short my time is! For what vanity you have created 
all the children of man! 48 What man can live and never see death? Who can deliver his 
soul from the power of Sheol? Selah 
 
ESV Revelation 1:17-18:When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his 
right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.  
 
The �keys� means that Jesus has the authority over death; this means he has the authority 
in Himself from God (John 5) to remove mankind�s death sentence; this is for all who 
believe. 
 

ESV Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away 
tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 

earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
 
How? Jesus came under the penalty of death in Adam�s flesh, our flesh, yet he did not see 
corruption. 
 
What Adam failed to do- -Christ did! 
 
What Adam did- -Christ undid! 
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Adam disobeyed and received death as the penalty for his sins; Christ obeyed and 
received life and confirmation of his vindication and justification in his resurrection- -and 
for his people. 
 
As Adam was a federal head chosen by God; so Christ was a federal head chosen by God 
to redeem his people. 
 
ESV Romans 5:16-21: And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brought justification. 17 If, because of one man's trespass, death reigned 
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as 
one trespass1 led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness2 leads to 
justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the 
law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness 
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
What great hope and encouragement in death. 
 
This is why we pray and trust with the Psalmist: 
 
ESV Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
ESV Psalm 56:13 For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God in the light of life. 
 
ESV Psalm 68:20 Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong 
deliverances from death. 
 
ESV Psalm 107:14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst 
their bonds apart. 
 
ESV Ephesians 2:1-4: And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - 3 among whom we all once 
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body1 and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But1 God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us� 
 

Next Two Classes: 
Class Three: After Death, What then? 

Class Four: The Judgment of God 
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