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��TTHHEE  LLIITTTTLLEE  CCHHUURRCCHH::  
MMAARRRRIIAAGGEE  AANNDD  TTHHEE  FFAAMMIILLYY��  

PPAARRTT  11  
EEPPHHEESSIIAANNSS  55::2211--3333  

RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  
  

�Dearly Beloved� we are gathered this Lord�s Day morning to consider one of God�s greatest 
gifts to some of his people; I am speaking of the holy, covenantal, binding, God-created 
institution of marriage. Not all are called to be married, but to the many who are called to 
marriage, and privileged to be married, God has instituted this wonderful union as a picture of 
Christ and His Church.  
 
In marriage, God calls us to submit to Jesus out of reverence and awe for Him as our Lord and 
Savior (Eph. 5:21); he calls us to submit to Christ so we can learn how to serve in our God-given 
roles. I hope you brought your marriage vows- -and if you�re not married, you have the 
wonderful privilege of getting married one day, or you have the Wedding of the Lamb to look 
forward to as a believer! This begins our mini-series on �The Little Church� which was Luther�s 
phrase to describe the family. 
 
Remember these words, or some very similar? 
 
Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the presence of God to join this man and this 
woman in holy matrimony.  
Marriage was instituted by God himself in the time of man's innocency and uprightness. 
The Lord God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help 
meet for him." Thereupon God created woman of man's own substance and brought her 
unto the man.  
 
Dearly beloved, we are gathered here to learn (and to be reminded) what God says 
about our marriages. 
 
Now we enter into the home; we enter into the �little church� and how Christians ought 
to �walk in love� (Eph. 4:1-3) at home in their most intimate and private lives (Don�t tell 
me that Christianity doesn�t get into our pocketbooks and bedrooms- -Christ has Lordship 
and kingly rights over every aspect of our lives- -including the most private and at the 
same time mundane. 
 
Today we will focus on: 
 

1) The POWER for Marriage 
2) IMPORTANCE of Marriage 
3) SUBMISSION in Marriage 
4) The FIRST Marriage 
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5) The LAST Marriage 
 

The Power for Marriage 
Let�s begin with the Gospel: 
 
As believers, you were created to live in a loving bond (covenant) of union and 
communion with god! This union and communion with God was broken because of sin. 
 
This sin and rebellion upset our relationship with God, the creation, and especially hurt 
the marriage relationship (blame-shifting is the atmosphere in the first married home after 
the fall in Genesis 3). 
 
In the fullness of the times, we learn a mystery:  Believers were created for marriage to 
Jesus Christ; throughout redemptive-history, we see God pursuing His Bride�and His 
Bride pursuing other lovers through sin and idolatry. 
 
Jesus is the Ultimate Bridegroom, and you by grace alone through faith alone are His 
Bride! 
 
Your ultimate Wedding Day will come when you fall into the arms of Jesus Christ, your 
handsome King of kings and Lord of lords� 
 
But for now, you have been given each other (rather anti-climatic, isn�t it?!). 
 
But this does put things in Gospel, Christ-focused perspective. 
 

Husbands and wives, you should be living your life for Christ first. 
 

You are living your life for ultimately One Bridegroom- -if you know this, 
then you can marry well, and be married well. 

 
If you understand yourselves (both husbands and wives) that you are the �Bride of 
Christ� then you can lovingly, and selflessly serve one another and have happy and 
joyfully marriages in Jesus! 
 
Some in the church and world say marriage is unimportant, yet they don�t find the true 
love and commitment that they are longing for; some in the church say marriage is too 
important, and they too do not find the true love and commitment that they are longing 
for. 
 
Marriage is important, but it is not an end in itself.  Marriage is to put Christ first before 
all things- -then marriage will be rightly balanced and we will live and love well (see 
Luke 14:26). 
 
Anything we love too much, can become dangerous to us- -even good things like 
marriage. 
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(I realize husbands it�s hard to get your imagination around �Bride of Christ�; but wives 
have it hard as well- -they have to get their imaginations around �Sons of God�!!). 
 
 
The Importance of Marriage: An Interest for the Whole Church of 
Jesus Christ 
Now, not everyone is called to marry (see 1 Corinthians 7); that�s another day, another 
sermon. 
 
But those who are married must be able to love one another as Christ has loved them; and 
at the same time live as if they are not married in their full, uninterrupted service to Christ 
(1 Corinthians 7:29-31). 
 
The Church should support marriage and be greatly concerned with the health of 
marriages; the health of the church is partially a result of the health of marriages (and vice 
versa). 
 
The divorce rate has risen 700 percent in this century. Fifty to Sixty percent of those who 
marry will experience divorce in their lifetimes according to current statistics. 
 
(Interesting to ironically note that when I did a Google search on divorce statistics in 
Loudoun County, Virginia, I got an advertisement and recommended page for where I 
could go to get a cheap divorce!) 
 

In 1998 2.2 million couples married and 1.1 million couples divorced. 
In 2000 58 million couples were married, yet separated. 
In 2000 there were over 21 million divorces.Divorce Statistcs United States 
People between the ages of 25 to 39 make up 60% of all divorces. 
Over one million children are affected by divorce each year. 
-From Divorcestatistics.com. 

 
Calvin wrote: �When the bond of marriage is broken, than which none among men is 
more sacred, the whole of human society sinks into decay� (Gen. II: 181). 
 
This is not just a state of affairs in our nation or world; this is the sad state of affairs in 
the Church as well. 
 
Those who confess Christ and are divorcing are doing so at the same rate as the world (It 
is different in different regions, cultures, etc.). 
 
As Pastor Skip Ryan says: �The whole church has a stake in the marriages of the church.� 
 
 
Submission in Marriage- Let�s talk about self-lessness 
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Exegesis/Exposition of Ephesians 5:21 
 

In Ephesians 5:21, the Bible says: 
 

ESV Ephesians 5:21 ��Submitting to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.� 

 
This is the beginning sentence in Greek for the following verses up to verse 27 in 
Ephesians 5. 
 
This is the foundational sentence not only for unity, maturity and true spirituality in the 
congregation. 
 
This is especially the foundation sentence for unity, maturity, and true spirituality in 
marriage. 
 
It is the foundational sentence for what �Spirit-filled� Christianity looks like. 
 
I wouldn�t suggest to the world that you are necessarily Spirit-filled because you are 
�strong in the power of God�s Word� and have a �great faith� and have �healed others� 
and your marriage is in a shambles! 
 
If you were to diagram this sentence. It would be an imperative, a command; �submitting 
to one another� would be the main verb and then the �gerund� or �ing� verbs or helping 
verbs would be: 
 

• ��Wives submitting to your husbands�� (5:22) 
• ��Husbands loving your wives�� (5:25) 
 
Main idea: �Submit to one another� 
Subordinate ideas: �wives submit to your husbands� and �husbands love your wives� 
 

Why?  
 

��Out of reverence for Christ� � Eph. 5:21 
 
The reverence or fear, is the kind of healthy �fear� or �reverence� or �respect� for 
Christ�s honor and glory; a healthy, grace-driven desire to submit to Christ through 
one�s husband. 
 
This is not unhealthy submission where the wife does whatever evil the husband 
suggests of her; this is not the unhealthy submission of a wife that enables her 
husband to do more evil by not standing up for him and who wants to please him 
more than Jesus (more specifics in upcoming sermons). 
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This is a submission to Christ first, then a submission to one�s husband. This attitude 
comes from one�s submission to Jesus because of our awe and thankfulness for His 
grace to us. 
 

Trinity- Father, Son and Spirit- One Person, One God; different roles; willing and 
mutual submission to one another to accomplish mission and glorify God. 

 
Church- Christ and His Body- One Body; different roles, callings, positions; 
willing and mutual submission to one another to accomplish mission and glorify 
God. 
 
Marriage- Man and wife- One flesh; different roles and positions; willing and 
mutual submission to one another to accomplish mission and glorify God. 

 
 
The Church is submitted to Christ, and to one another for we are �members of one 
another� (Eph. 4:25; 5:30)- -yet there are roles! 
 
This stresses the importance of humility in the visible church and putting others first 
before ourselves- -especially putting our spouses first in our marriages. 
 
This stresses the importance of selflessness in congregations as well as in marriages. 
 
Some might suggest that Ephesians 5:21 undermines the roles God has appointed for 
husbands and wives; we will not do that. 
 
I must stress here that while 5:21 does call for mutual submission in general among 
members of Christ�s church; it also calls for specific submission to authority in the home. 
 
We must never undermine the reality that this submission also includes particular roles of 
husbands and wives.  
 
This means that while there is a mutual love submission involved to Christ, there is still 
an emphasis on position, authority, rule, and/or �headship�. 
 
As Peter O�Brien writes clearly: �The apostle is not speaking of mutual submission in the 
sense of a reciprocal subordination, but submission to those who are in authority over 
them� (PNTC, 404). 
 
For instance, children are to be willingly submissive to their father�s and mother�s 
authority (Eph. 6:1-4). However, this means very clearly not merely mutual submission 
(�I love Jesus and should submit to my parents� for example), but also a recognition of 
the God-given authority of their parents and the fact that God�s call to them is to 
recognize and obey their parents. 
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This is similar submission that is the calling for the wife to submit and a husband to 
�head� or lead.  
 

There is a mutual submission in general to love and humility and 
selflessness as Christians; there is also a very particular and specific 

structure of authority God has placed in the home. 
 
This is how �walking in love and in a manner worthy of our calling� is demonstrated and 
can only truly be accomplished from the heart by God�s grace in Christ. 
 
But the loving, or the Spirit-filled life (see again Eph. 5:18) is that wives submit to their 
husbands; children to their parents; slaves (employees) to their masters.  
 
The thrust of this passage is about submission to those God has placed in certain roles; 
our love for Christ, our awe and reverence for Christ that then drives us to submit out of 
love to him. 
 

��Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ� (Eph. 5:21). 
 
We should not try to tone down �out of reverence or fear of Christ�. Jesus is our Savior, 
but He is also our Great LORD, King and Coming Judge. 
 
I think what is being communicated here for us to consider soberly: Christ takes marriage 
very seriously, especially the roles, because marriage is a picture, an �acted parable� 
before the whole world of the covenant of redemption. 
 
Notice the beginning of the passage in 5:21: ��Out of reverence (or fear) of Christ�, 
then at the end of the passage: 
 
ESV Ephesians 6:9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that 
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with 
him. 
 
In our roles before Jesus, as we walk in a manner worthy of our calling (4:1ff) in the 
�little church� we are to so before our own Lord and Master- -our own Savior and King. 
 
We are to be submissive to his will and word; we are to live with an eye to Jesus Christ. 
 
If we have the privilege of being married, then Jesus will hold us accountable as to how 
we loved our wives, husbands; Jesus will hold wives accountable for how they willingly 
and lovingly submitted. 
 
 
The First Marriage and Its Meaning for All Marriages (Genesis 2) 
When and Why was marriage instituted? (Eph. 5:31; Genesis 2:18-25) 
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Genesis 2:18-25: Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for1 him." 19 So out of the ground the LORD God 
formed1 every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of 
the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam1 there was not found a helper 
fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he 
slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the 
LORD God had taken from the man he made1 into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23 Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."1 24 Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 
 

• First malediction in Holy Scripture: �It is not good�that man should be alone, 
I will make him a helper fit for him� (Gen. 2:18; all the rest of creation�s fiats and 
declarations have been benedictions: �It is good�� etc). 

 
• �Like man, from man� (Gen. 2:21-23). Different but the same; like the Holy 

Trinity: one God, but three distinct persons. Woman from man (emphasizes both 
sameness and distinction). 

 
• First poetry in the Bible was a type of �romantic love poetry�:  

 
• �This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 

Woman, because she was taken out of man�� 
 

• �At LAST�� ~[;P;h; tazO 
 

o First words of a human being recorded in Scripture in direct discourse. 
o �An exclamatory outburst�  THIS IS GREAT!!! WHAT I�VE ALWAYS 

WANTED- -THANK YOU, GOD!� 
o Husbands, look at your wives later and say exultantly with praise to God 

your Savior: �Zot Haph-yam� �At last!� 
 

In Genesis 2, we learn five important truths about marriage as God 
intended: 
 
1. God makes �suitable helper� or �helper matching him� (KJV, �help-meet): 

God supplies a constant companion, a friend and helper. 
2. God makes the union between man and wife permanent (�a man is united to 

his wife and they will become one flesh�) 
3. A man must put his wife�s interests above all others, even his parents (�He 

will leave his father and mother�cleaving to his wife�). No parent and child, 
but husband and wife in the garden (importance of married relationship for the 
sake of the child). 
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4. The wife is under the authority of her husband; the husband is the �head� (as 
we will learn more in detail in upcoming sermons); he names her �woman� 
(Gen. 2:23) and later �Eve� (3:20). This indicates man�s headship from the 
very beginning. 

5. God created only one Eve for Adam, indicating divine disapproval of both 
polygamy and homosexual practice. 

 
• Man was not to be alone, but to experience in this life the communion and 

intimacy of the Triune God until man would be established and confirmed in 
eternal life and righteousness with God. 

 
 
The Mystery and Purpose of Marriage: Why is marriage a picture of 
Christ and His Church? (Eph. 5:32) 
 

George Knight writes in Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: A 
Response to Evangelical Feminism (ed. John Piper and Wayne Grudem, 175-76): 
 
�Unbeknownst to the people of Moses� day (it was a �mystery�), marriage was 
designed by God from the beginning to be a picture or parable of the relationship 
between Christ and the Church. Back when God was planning what marriage would 
look like, He planned it for this great purpose: it would give a beautiful earthly 
picture of the relationship that would someday come about between Christ and His 
Church. This was not known to people for many generations, and that is why Paul can 
call it a �mystery.� But now in the New Testament age Paul reveals this mystery, and 
it is amazing�. 
 
�.Paul saw that when God designed the original marriage He already had Christ and 
the Church in mind. This is one of God�s great purposes in marriage: to picture the 
relationship between Christ and His redeemed people forever!� 

 
Because marriage is a picture of Christ and His Church, we can learn from Christ�s 
commitment and love for His Church how we should live in the marriage. 
 
If a marriage is to be biblical; if it is to be successful, it must have these four elements: 
Covenant, vows, union, and true love. 
 

Four things to remember: (1) Covenant; (2) Vows; (3) Union 
(Intimacy; (4) True Love 

 
• Covenant- Christ covenants with God to redeem a people, His Bride and 

be with them until the end of the age. Christ�s Bride promises to serve and 
obey Him. Christ commits himself to a loving bond of loyalty to one 
Bride. 

 
• Vows- Christ vows to give the grace and power that His Bride needs. 
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• Union (Intimacy) - Christ unites Himself to His Bride by His Holy 

Spirit. 
 

• True love- Christ loves us, and our love for Christ is the purest of all 
love! 

 
 
• Covenant-Commitment- Christ covenants with God to redeem a people, His 

Bride and be with them until the end of the age. Christ�s Bride promises to serve 
and obey Him. 
 
God is Triune. In the one God, there are three persons. 
 
In the history of redemption, we are taught that there is an Eternal Covenant (Heb. 
13:20-21). This �Eternal Covenant� is a commitment, or a promise, or a bond that 
God has sworn on oath to do! 
 
When we enter into the marriage covenant; we commit, by God�s grace to a 
promise, a bond, that we know that we can keep by God�s grace. 
 
Covenant is a contract- -but so much more. Covenant is a commitment before 
God to do what one has said they would do, because of God�s grace. 

 
�If we think in terms of a foreseeable time when things will be tough enough to 
quit, quitting becomes an alternative. Often it is all too short a step from 
possibility to probability.  
 
Jesus� statement: �What, therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder� (Mark 10:9) needs to become such a part of our thinking that full 
commitment to marriage, no matter what, will be our only option. In other 
words, when we enter into marriage it should be with the conviction that there 
is no way out. Then both partners will be committed to making the marriage a 
success.� 
 
In my pre-marital counseling of couples, I remind them that separation and/or 
divorce are never to be options; that each person must say that to the other as a 
commitment before God: �What God hath joined together, let no man put 
asunder!� 
 
Covenantal commitment is the bond; love is doing no matter how you feel; it is 
characterized by service; feelings will follow. 

 
Love = Doing ! Feelings will likely follow. 
Love = Service ! Feelings will likely follow. 
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Contrast with �Romantic love� : Romantic love- �focused on feelings�; 
�falling in love/out of love�; �mere desire for another without necessary a 
commitment�. 
 
I was told by a friend this humorous way of thinking of commitment and 
the difference with feelings: 
 
Kiss the prince (romantic love) but he becomes the frog! 
 
Kiss the frog (covenant love) but he becomes the prince by God�s grace! 
 
 
Ed Wheat wrote: �[Covenant] love which must be learned, starts in the 
mind, which is subject to the will, not the emotions, always results in 
action. Love becomes something we do, before it is something we feel. 
Thus we chose to demonstrate and initiate love�.the loss of love is a 
result of wanting to receive rather than wanting to give.� 

 
• Vows- Christ vows to give the grace and power that His Bride needs. 

 
I hope you all brought your marriage vows with you. ☺ 
 
What did most of you vow before God and man on that glorious wedding day 
now �long ago� in the past? 

I, ________(husband), take thee, __________ (your wife), to be my wedded wife, 
and I do promise and covenant before God and these witnesses to be thy loving 
and faithful husband in sickness and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and in 
sorrow, as long as we both shall live. 

The woman shall say: 

I, __________ (wife) take thee, __________ (your husband), to be my wedded 
husband, and I do promise and covenant before God and these witnesses to be thy 
loving and faithful wife in sickness and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and 
in sorrow, as long as we both shall live. 

This is what you vowed before God and man! (Or something like it�I hope!?) 
 

Covenantal commitment is binding and public before God and man. 
 
This is why we make vows to be married before God and man. As Christ vows to 
redeem and return for His Bride, so we vow to live as spouses before God until 
we die (�until death do we part�) or until He returns). 

 
• Union with Christ/Union with our Spouses (Intimacy)- Trinitarian Intimacy, 

man�s intimacy with wife: �It is not good for man to be alone.� This is not the end 



 11

in itself, but a pointer to a greater intimacy in Christ Jesus, and an eternity of bliss 
in his presence in heaven. 
 
In Genesis 2:25, we�re told that the man and woman were �naked and 
unashamed�- -this is the end of earthly marriage. To be oneself with another in 
perfect communion and intimacy, complimenting one another and making the 
other spouse better than they would be without the other! 
 
Husbands and wives: Your relationship as a couple today should be sweeter than 
the day you were married. Your marriage is for the purpose of allowing you both 
to know Christ better- -and to know each other better �and to know yourself 
better. 
 
Is this true? 

 
• True Love: Self-sacrifice (like Christ for us) - Selflessness; a giving of oneself in 

humility; a dying to oneself. 
 

Self-centeredness is the most basic problem of every marriage. 
 
If you�re having marriage problems today it is ultimately because of some form of 
self-centeredness you have not addressed. 
 
Maybe you think marriage unimportant in the larger picture of your life? This will 
lead to self-centeredness and living however one wants. 
 
Maybe you think marriage too important in the larger picture of your life? This will 
also lead to self-centeredness, because you are expecting your spouse to do and be 
what only Christ can do and be. 
 
You need Jesus. 
 
• What is �true love�? 

 
ESV 1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. 

 
Being loving people because we are loved people;  

being loving NOT because we are by nature lovely, but because by God�s 
grace in Christ, we are made lovely in HIM! 

 
One excellent definition (Ed Wheat, Intended for Pleasure): 
 
�Agape love is unconditional and irrevocable. God chose to love us first, before 
we gave Him our love in return, or even knew who He was. Agape love gives 
without measuring the cost or seeking personal advantage.� 
 



 12

o Christ-centered service. 
 
o Others-centered service. 
 
What is the dominant mindset (�worldview�) of our culture? How does the 
common person on the street think here in America? 
 
How does this undermine marriages in the Church? 
 
Individualism: �The cult of the individual�- Think of the �hardware� and 
gear that represents the mentality of the �Cult of the individual�: 
 
o Headphones 
o iPods (�I�) 
o My space (�my�) 
o Hand-held games 
o Cable and satellite programming designed for a kind of person 
 
Here is what matters most; this is the �bottom line� for most Americans:  
 
�What matters most is my own individual happiness�; �I must have my own 
personal peace about what I do and think�; �What works for me, what makes 
me the person I want to me is what is best for me.� 
 
This attitude works against everything that Christian marriage is about: 
 

# Covenant- Covenant is a �loving bond of loyalty to another.� 
Individuals together for the greater good of God�s will. 
Commitment- Individuals committed to another more than one�s 
own self and needs. 

 
# Vows- Individuals bound together by promises before God and 

man. 
 

# Union- Individuals standing together as one body in Christ. 
Intimacy- Individuals finding the secret of being �naked and 
unashamed� before their spouse. 

 
# True love- Individuals serving another because Christ serves them. 

 
# Self-sacrifice- Individuals dying to their individualistic and selfish 

tendencies to do the hard work of loving and serving another by 
God�s grace. 

 
OR, INDIVIDUALISM SAYS: 
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# �Commit as you feel like it, but leave your options open.� 
 
# �Vow?!� What�s a vow?� �Oh, I made a vow to myself that I 

would never let anyone in to hurt me again- I live for me!� 
 

# �Love is doing what you feel is right; what makes me a better 
person.� 

 
# �I will sacrifice only insofar as I get something out of it.� 

 
You just can�t do Christian marriage with headphones on; you can�t stay 
together long with infinite iPod use (even if you�re sharing an iPod with 
matching earbuds!); your life is about more than merely your space; and try 
learning to listen to your wife while playing hand-held video games. 
 
This is not to be mean and nasty about these things (I have them as my gear, 
too)- -but we must be aware of what they can do for us and how they can 
aggravate our individualistic tendencies. 
 
We can�t do marriage without considering our time, and asking God for 
wisdom in determining with our spouses what is important and what is merely 
urgent (see last sermon on Ephesians 5:15-17). 
 
May God grant you wisdom for Christ�s sake!  

 
Oh, c�mon- -we�re not so far from this kind of thinking on certain days. 
 
We need to be aware of it- -and repent, turning to Christ for help! 
 
 
Watch for worldly definitions of �love� that are rooted in the selfish 
individualism of our dark present age rather than in the Bible. 
 
Watch out for these �Misters� (you�ve seen them all if you have watched 
any romantic comedies, dramas, or �dramadies� from Hollywood). 
 
o Mr. False Love: �I love you, baby; just give me what I want; if you fail to 

be what I want, or give me what I want, then I�m gone.� 
 
o Mr. Feeling Love: �I love you, baby as long as I feel like it; if things get 

difficult or I don�t feel love for you anymore, then I�m gone.� 
 

o Mr. Sexual Love: �I love you baby, you look great; if you begin to look 
not so great, then I�m gone.� 
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o Love is not primarily a feeling, but a commitment to another because of 
Christ�s commitment to you. 

 
In contrast: 
 
So, you�re thinking about marriage- -look for this guy: Mr. True Love. 
Men, look to be this guy! 
 

o Mr. True Love: I lay down my life for you because Christ has laid down 
His life for me. My main aim in life is not what I can get from you, but 
what I can do to make you more like Christ through my service. 

 
 �We love because Christ first loved us.� 

 
Only by a focus on Christ and our union with him; only by 

understanding the nature of our call to costly self-sacrifice and 
death to self will we as men be able to love our wives, and will 

our wives be able to be submissive to us. 
 
It is in our service to Christ, as imitators of God (5:1), that we then learn how 
truly to love our wives as men, and how wives learn to submit and respect 
their husbands. 
 
This cannot be attained by mere �10 steps to a good marriage��but only by 
focusing on Christ. 
 
For instance:  
 
Husbands, you ask: �How am I to love my wife?�  
 
Answer: Meditate on how Christ in all his glory has served you and died for 
you and all kinds of ideas will begin to populate your mind. Start with Psalm 
45. 
 
Wives, you ask: �How am I to submit to my husband?�  
 
Answer: Meditate on how Christ in all his glory has submitted to the cross for 
you and service that was beneath him in order to purchase you as his very own 
dearly loved possession and ideas will begin to come to you. 
 
Both meditation on Christ�s: 
 

# Covenant-commitment to you in life and death. 
# Christ�s vows and promises to bind himself eternally to you. 
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# Christ�s Union with you by His Spirit (where you experience true 
and satisfying intimacy with Him). 

# Christ�s love for you, in that he laid down his life for you- -NOT 
BECAUSE YOU WERE LOVEABLE- -BUT TO MAKE YOU 
LOVEABLE. 

 
As we reflect on the cross, we see love and we see submission in Jesus Christ. 
 
Then as imitators of Jesus Christ, we learn to love and submit in our roles as 
men and women. 
 
ESV Matthew 10:39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it. 
 
Remember the two ways to live before God: 
 

• My life for me. 
 
• My life for you. 

 
This is also relevant in marriage, the little church; it is in the little church that 
we learn to live in the big church, and in the larger world. 
 

�The loss of love [in marriage] is a result of wanting to receive 
rather than wanting to give.� 

 
If you trace this to the root of the problem (s) in your marriage, 

you will find the sinful selfish problem of your own heart. 
 

Okay, you asked for it- -no talk of marriage would be complete without 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8a- -the verses you read at your wedding, but began to forget after you cut the 
wedding cake! 
 
ESV 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a: Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends. 
 
It takes mutual submission to Christ for a marriage to work and for a couple to grow 
strong and mature in grace. 
 
Wives put your husbands needs ahead of yours; husbands put your wives needs ahead 
of yours; mutual submission will make for a successful and joyous marriage in the 
Lord. 
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The LAST Marriage 
Marriage is not permanent- -but a type- -a foretaste of heaven itself! 
 
Don�t ever forget that your marriage is NOT AN END IN ITSELF! 
 
Marriage is like a type or shadow from the Old Covenant that continues throughout 
the New Testament era of redemptive history. 
 
Marriage has a point of fulfillment however, when the heavens and the earth will be 
restored, there will be no more need of marriage: 
 
Matthew 22:29-30: But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 
 
ESV Mark 12:25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 
 
ESV Luke 20:34-36: And Jesus said to them, "The sons of this age marry and are 
given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and 
to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for 
they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, 
being sons1 of the resurrection. 
 
The fact that our Lord said this, and that the Gospel writers included it in all the 
synoptic gospels tells us of this truth�s significance for our understanding of marriage. 
 
Some conclusions and observations: 
 
• Marriage is good, but temporal. 
• Marriage is ordained by God, but typological of relationships in this present age. 
• Marriage is like Christ and His Church as a picture not the reality; when Christ 

comes and Christ the Bridegroom will take his glorious Bride to Himself, we will 
have the relationship ultimately realized that marriage pointed forward to. 

• In other words:  
 

Our wedding days are important and wonderful but they pale in 
comparison to the wedding day that will come when the Lord 

returns for his glorious bride and we partake in the wedding supper 
of the Lamb: 

 
ESV Revelation 19:7-9: Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was 
granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure" - for the fine 
linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said1 to me, "Write 
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this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." 
And he said to me, "These are the true words of God. 

 
• We learn to long for the perfect communion with Christ in marriage through our 

marriages. 
 
Regrets? 
 
There is grace. 
 
The LORD�s mercies are new every morning �God is faithful to His people in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
As long as we are still married, as long as we have breath within us, we can live for 
Christ by His grace. 
 
Our marriages can become more loving and beautiful, and truly give a picture of 
Christ and His glory. 
 
But we must learn to die: Husbands die in sacrifice and sanctification for your wife 
(Eph. 5:25-27); wives die in submission to the cross as you live joyfully and willingly 
as Christ lived and died for you both! (Eph. 5:22ff). 
 
Our marriages points forward to the Great Day of full and intimate marriage to Christ 
our Bridegroom! 
 

CRB 


