
Jesus: Our High Priest 

Text:  Hebrews 8:1-6 

Introduction 

 The author of this letter to the Hebrews goes to great lengths, throughout the majority of 

the letter, to show that Christ is both, better than, and the fulfillment of, the Mosaic Covenant, 

and especially everything wrapped up in the entire sacrificial system.  And he does this, because, 

his audience, is on the verge of apostatizing; that is, walking away from Christ and back to the 

Old Covenant Law, ceremonial practices, which were mere shadows, meant to preface and point 

sinners to Christ.   

 To this end, the author spends much time showing that Christ is a Perfect and Permanent 

High Priest, who represents and mediates on behalf of His people, in a way that no Old Covenant 

high priest could ever do.  Christ infinitely exceeds and perfects every flaw and limitation that 

was bound to the Aaronic priesthood, so much so, that He is said to be from a completely 

different order altogether; an order which is without corruption or limitation, in accordance with 

the very unique and profound priesthood of Melchizedek, that mysterious king of Salem, to 

whom, Abraham himself, had paid a tithe.  

 This afternoon, building on what Pastor Doug has already gone over in the morning 

message, and as a preface to our question and answer time, I just wanted to note a few essential 

things about the eternal high priesthood of our blessed Christ. 

I. Jesus: Our High Priest 

 Now, it's important to recognize that the whole concept of a "high priest," is something 

that often takes time and much explanation for us to appreciate, but for the average Old 

Covenant Jew, the high priest (and the whole priesthood, for that matter) was so intertwined with 

and relevant to their community and culture; he was so central to their understanding of life 

itself, that the things that are spoken of about Jesus, in our text, would have literally knocked 

them off of their feet.  Virtually every holiday that they celebrated, the ingrained concepts of 

clean and unclean, the continual reminder of daily ongoing sacrifices done on behalf of the 
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people, indeed, the constant indoctrination and reminder of the necessity of the priesthood (and 

especially, the high priest) as a critical means of maintaining any sense of fellowship with God, 

would have saturated the entire life of the Old Covenant Jew with an ever present understanding 

of the utter significance of the high priest.   

 We don't come out of that kind of a background, at all.  The lack of a constant offering up 

of sacrifices and the lack of the presence of an earthly temple, virtually blind us to any 

significance of a high priest, at least until we are saved, or taught biblical doctrine as a whole.  I 

only say this, to hopefully give us a greater appreciation for the Jewish culture, which would 

have significantly enhanced their understanding of the relevance and profound nature of what is 

being taught in this letter to the Hebrews. 

 But, with all of that said, when we come to understand the true nature of our God, in how 

He reveals Himself in Scripture, and the true nature of fallen man (also revealed in Scripture), 

and the purpose of God's setting up of the ceremonial and sacrificial structure of the Old 

Covenant, we come to embrace and adopt every sacrificial concept for ourselves, and they 

become precious and real to us, in the Person and work of Jesus Christ.  God remains Holy.  We 

share the same defiled sin nature of the Old Covenant people of God.  We share the same needs, 

and thus, the real and essential concept of the High Priest, becomes very relevant to us, most 

particularly, as Christ fills that office for us, and on our behalf! 

 And so, while the converted Jews could certainly relate in a special way to what the 

author here states in this text, we have no problem identifying with it as well, because these 

words equally belong to us, answering the same need that we all have, as fallen men and women.  

"Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: we have such a High priest (a perfect, 

sinless, undefined, appointed by divine oath, ever interceding on the basis of His perfect personal 

offering and sacrifice of Himself) High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 

erected and not man" (vs. 1-2). 

 Now, before we move into our Q&A time, let me ask and answer two critical questions, 

the second of which, will highlight the essential relevance of this text.   
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 1) What exactly is a high priest?  Let me preface the answer to this question with an 

illustration.  What is the purpose of a bridge?  Is it not to connect two land masses together, 

which are separated, in some way (by water or a canyon or some form of a gulf), so that those 

people who are on either side of the gulf, can cross over to the others?  In other words, a bridge 

is used to bring about unity, where a separation presently exists.  Well, a high priest functions in 

a similar fashion, albeit, the separation being far more severe, because one of the alienated 

parties is God (on one side of the gulf), and the other is fallen man (on the other side).  And of 

course, the separation that exists between God and man is not a geological one, but rather, it is a 

moral one.  It is the sin of mankind, which creates the great gulf that exists between God and 

man, because God, who is Holy, cannot have fellowship with sinners.  God is pure light, and in 

Him is no darkness at all.  For Him to fellowship with sinners, without having dealt with their 

sins (having them cleansed and removed) would be a moral compromise that God would not, and 

absolutely could not, embrace.  It would be to defile His own nature, and to deny His own 

essence, which is impossible.  And that would not only fail to correct man's problem, but it 

would further, create a worse problem, in bringing corruption and defilement into the Godhead.  

Now, of course, that it a theoretical impossibility, but it is true nonetheless.   

 Well, a high priest serves as a bridge then, in two critical ways.  First, he is a mediator, 

who serves to represent both parties, with the design of reconciling and bringing the separated 

parties back together.  Now, of course, this would assume that the mediator is himself undefiled, 

and furthermore, worthy of representing both parties.  In other words, he would not only have to 

be without sin (the offense) himself, but he would actually, ultimately, need to have some 

connection to both offending parities, which would make him a viable mediator.  And then, 

secondly, the high priest, would be the one, who bears whatever is necessary to actually remove 

whatever it is that has created the great gulf, in the first place.  And so, there is a mediatorial 

function in the high priest, especially representing man (in seeking to bring about reconciliation), 

and there is an atoning office in the high priest, whereby he he bears and provides whatever is 

necessary to remove the existing enmity and secure the reconciliation.   

 To put it bluntly, a worthy high priest is absolutely necessary, if fallen mankind is ever to 

obtain reconciliation and fellowship with his God.  Now, one of the main points, which the 
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author to the Hebrews seeks to get across, is that the Aaronic priesthood is ultimately incapable 

of doing this because:  

 A) Every priest that has come through Aaron's line is, like, Aaron, defiled himself.  In 

other words, every Aaronic priest, himself, needs an Atonement, let alone being able to represent 

others.  This certified the temporal, inadequate and symbolic nature of the Aaronic priesthood, 

which was, ultimately, like the animal sacrifices themselves, only a mere shadow, pointing to the 

substantial reality of a better and perfect High Priest to come, who could actually reconcile 

sinners to God and provide an atonement worthy of bringing about that reconciliation.  

 B) The Aaronic priesthood was not only an unworthy representation of man (because of 

its own defilement), but furthermore, it was unworthy of representing God, in a mediatorial 

sense, because the Aaronic priesthood shared no divine connection with God.  Aaron could never 

truly stand between God and man.  And this is a significant point, brought out in this letter.  Well, 

this then brings us to answer a second significant question (which is the ultimate breakdown of 

our main text): 

 2) How then does Christ provide the real bridge, bringing man to God, which Aaron 

could never truly provide? 

 1- Jesus is both God and man, and therefore, He is able to represent both parties 

legitimately.  He is a perfect mediator.  

 2- Jesus is undefiled, being tempted in all points like men, yet, without sin.  He has no sin 

of His own, which must be atoned for, and so, He can legally atone for the sins of others. 

 3- Jesus comes before God with a perfect, once for all time, sacrifice, that legally and 

actually cleanses and removes the sins, of those who are united to Him by faith.  Indeed, He 

offers and provides Himself as both the High Priest and the perfect sacrifice accordingly. 

 4- Unlike the Aaronic priesthood, which never could actually reconcile sinners to God 

nor provide a substantial atonement (with the blood of bulls and goats), Jesus, in offering 

Himself one time, is able to perfect all of those who come to Him, by faith.  This is why our text 

states that Christ is "seated" at the right hand of God.  The Aaronic priests could never sit, 

because their work was always ongoing, never able to remove the sins and guilt of the people.  

They served a shadow purpose until the Christ should come.  And so, they were always standing, 
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moving and scurrying about, serving the earthly temple, being incapable of ultimately removing 

sin.  But Jesus, providing a true and substantial atonement, has actually, literally, defeated sin, 

such that He can sit down, never, ever, having to offer Himself again?  [This is why the Roman 

Catholic teaching of the mass is absolutely atrocious and detestable and an abomination in the 

sight of God.  Jesus is still standing and actively atoning, in their view] 

 5- Jesus has not entered the Aaronic, earthly temple, made with hands, offering an 

inadequate sacrifice, but rather, He has offered Himself in God's heavenly tabernacle, not made 

with the defiled hands of man.  Jesus didn't enter the copy or the shadow, which would be utterly 

destroyed in Ad70, but rather, He entered the heavenly reality, which can never be destroyed. 

 6- Jesus didn't merely enter the heavenly tabernacle, but He ascended to the right hand of 

God, where He took His seat of power, and where He ever intercedes on behalf of His people, in 

the merits of His once for all time, already completed sacrifice.  And to this end, the 

reconciliation is complete, all sins are washed away, and the gorge that once separated His 

people from God, is eternally removed, never able to be dug out again!  And so, this High Priest, 

rests in the bosom of the Father (always well pleasing to the Father), having offered a perfect 

sacrifice, as a perfect High Priest, having entered a perfect and immovable heavenly tabernacle, 

accomplishing an irrevocable reconciliation and atonement on behalf of His people!   

 And that is the glory of the Gospel, my brethren.  And, if you are in Christ this morning, 

marvel over the wonder of what God has done for us sinners, brethren!  Marvel over the glory of 

our High Priest!   

Amen!!! 

Question:  How should these truths affect us? 
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