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Malachi 1:6–9 

6  “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is 

My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My fear? Says the LORD of hosts To you 

priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your 

name?’  

7  “You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have we defiled You?’ By 

saying, ‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’  

8  And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame 

and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 

Would he accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts.  

9  “But now entreat God’s favor that He may be gracious to us. While this is being done 

by your hands, Will He accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts. 

 
“How Do We Act toward God the Father?” 

Malachi 1:6-9 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Today is Fathers’ Day. It is fashionable to preach on how to be a great father or how 

to treat your father. Instead, I want us to look at the best father of all, our Heavenly 

Father. We will do this through the lens of the last book in the Old Testament canon, 

Malachi. 

 I. The Problem Defined (verse 6) 

II. The evidence for the Problem (v.7-9) 

 

 I. The Problem Defined (verse 6) 

 

Malachi 1:6    “‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the 

Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My fear?’ Says the 

LORD of hosts to you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way 

have we despised Your name?”’ 

 

A. Malachi began his prophecy stating two realities that no one could deny.  

“‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master.”  

No one who had even cursory knowledge of the revelation of God to His people 

would deny these two truths.  
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1. Having established the principle, the LORD confronted His people.  

“If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My 

fear?’ Says the LORD of hosts.”   

Wait a minute, this is the Old Testament, was the LORD revealed as a Father to 

His people in the Old Testament? Yes, He was. 

 

2. In Exodus 4 as Moses begins on his journey to deliver the children of Israel 

from Egypt. The LORD told Moses,  

Exodus 4:21–23    “And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, 

see that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. 

But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. Then you shall 

say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: ‘Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I say to 

you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I 

will kill your son, your firstborn.’” 

 

3. This is even clearer in the New Testament when those who enter into a 

relationship with the living and eternal God become children of God and He is 

their Father, Do you remember John 1:12-13?  

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

 

B. Here then is the essence of the problem. Since the LORD was the Father, and He 

was the Lord and Master, was not He due honor and fear? Notice, this is no earthly 

father and no terrestrial master of slaves who is demanding the awe and respect he 

is due. This is the LORD of (the armies). Remember Joshua 5:13-15 

“And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and 

looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. 

And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, ‘Are You for us or for our adversaries?’ 

So He said, ‘No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.’ 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, ‘What 

does my Lord say to His servant?’ Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said 

to Joshua, ‘Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.’ 

And Joshua did so.” 

 

C. The priests’ reply showed their problem.  

v. 6    “To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we 

despised Your name?’”  

 

II. The evidence for the Problem (v.7-9) 
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Malachi 1:7-9    “’You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have 

we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’ And when 

you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and 

sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 

Would he accept you favorably?’ Says the LORD of hosts. But now entreat God’s 

favor that He may be gracious to us. While this is being done by your hands, Will 

He accept you favorably?’ Says the LORD of hosts.” 

 

A. The popular thought is this is a problem with God’s spiritual leaders. It was also 

an issue with God’s people. The priests offered more than their own sacrifices. The 

lion share of their efforts were to represent others and offer sacrifices to God. What 

happened was the people thought they could burn anything in sacrifice to God. They 

could give anything to God and He would be happy to receive it. 

 

B. Do you remember the “Shema” the Jewish people had to pray at least twice each 

day?  

Deuteronomy 6:3-4    “Hear O Israel the LORD our God is one LORD. You shall 

love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

might.” 

Did they really think they were showing honor, love, and reverence to God and offer 

the sick and lame to Him. 

 

This poses the question to us. We too are to love the LORD our God with all our hearts. 

Do we treat Him like our Heavenly Father on Father’s Day? 

 

Hymn#  379  Take My Life and Let It Be 


