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The Glory of Christ in His Upper Room Discourse (John 13:31-32) 
Please join me in John chapter 13, and this morning we’ll join Jesus in the 

upper room with His 11 disciples. After Judas left the night he was about to 

betray Jesus, after the last supper of the Lord before His death, Jesus gave a 

farewell message called the upper room discourse in the end of John 13-16. 

One of our SS classes is going through the entire book of John and I won’t 

be repeating that whole class or stealing its thunder, but John 13-16 I think 

is a great follow-up to the thunder and judgment of the book of Revelation.   

Over 20 messages Revelation has shown us Christ's glory prophetically thru 

tribulation to His triumph. The John who wrote Revelation here in Jn 13-16 

also shows Christ's glory personally thru His teaching for tribulation (16:33)  

 

John 13:31 When he [that is Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son 

of Man [Jesus] glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
32

 If God is glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
33

 Little 

children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said 

to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 
34

 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one another. 
35

 By this all people will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

 

This will be our Sunday morning study this summer as a complement to our 

Sunday evening series on the ‘love of Christ chapter.’ If 1 Corinthians 13 is 

the best explanation of love in the Bible, this text in John may be the best 

illustration of love before the cross, Jesus washing feet of sinful disciples, 

including one he knew was about to deny him repeatedly (v. 38). But Christ 

loved His church then gave Himself up for it, washing with the water of His 

word. In the end of this chapter through 14:1-14, the upper room discourse 

is interrupted by an interchange with Peter, then Thomas, then Philip. Jesus 

answers their questions then in 14:15 He resumes His discourse on love and 

continues mostly uninterrupted thru Jn 16. I want to read the whole section 

over the next 10ish minutes, as it was intended for one sitting. It's a longer 

reading than our usual, but Jesus deserves our attention. Think of a counsel 

time. Picture friends hearing it's their friend's final day. Imagine it in a small 

group or at a table after supper as Jesus, about to die, leads family devotions 

 

14:15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16

 And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
17

 even 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
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18
 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

19
 Yet a little while 

and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. 
20

 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 
21

 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he 

it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love him and manifest myself to him. 
22

 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, 

Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world? 
23

 

Jesus answered him, If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
24

 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 

you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
25

 These things I have 

spoken to you while I am still with you. 
26

 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and 

bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
27

 Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
28

 You heard me say to 

you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would 

have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 

than I. 
29

 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does 

take place you may believe. 
30

 I will no longer talk much with you, for the 

ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 
31

 but I do as the 

Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the 

Father. Rise, let us go from here. 

15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
2
 Every branch in 

me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3
 Already you are clean because 

of the word that I have spoken to you. 
4
 Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in me. 
5
 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing. 
6
 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like 

a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 
7
 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8
 By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
9
 As the Father has 

loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
10

 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 
11

 These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
12

 This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  
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13
 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 
14

 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

 No longer 

do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 

Father I have made known to you. 
16

 You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 

should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give 

it to you. 
17

 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
18

 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 
19

 If 

you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because 

you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 

world hates you. 
20

 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. 

If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 
21

 But all these things they 

will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who 

sent me. 
22

 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been 

guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23

 Whoever hates me 

hates my Father also. 
24

 If I had not done among them the works that no one 

else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated 

both me and my Father. 
25

 But the word that is written in their Law must be 

fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 
26

 But when the Helper comes, 

whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 

from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 
27

 And you also will bear 

witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 

16:1 I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 
2
 

They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 

whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 
3
 And they will do 

these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 
4
 But I have 

said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that 

I told them to you. I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 

because I was with you. 
5
 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none 

of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
6
 But because I have said these 

things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7
 Nevertheless, I tell you the 

truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8
 And when 

he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 
9 

concerning sin because they do not believe in me; 
10

 concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11

 

concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12

 I still 

have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
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13
 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 

will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 

and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14

 He will glorify me, 

for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
15

 All that the Father has 

is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
16

 A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and 

you will see me. [then in v. 17-32 the discourse is interrupted for final Q&A 

on His teaching, then finally Jesus concludes this family devotion time in v. 

31] 
31

 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 
32

 Behold, the hour is 

coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own 

home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with 

me. 
33

 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.  

 

Then in Jn 17 Jesus concluded His message with prayer. The other gospels 

say before leaving the upper room they sang a hymn together and went out, 

much like many of us do in our family devotions around the table, and also 

much like this church family will do today, ending with prayer and a hymn 

as we go out. I want to encourage you in the days and weeks ahead to make 

this section, Jn 13-17, a part of your devotional readings, personally or as a 

family. It's powerful to read in one sitting or to read again in small sections, 

to reflect on it, to renew your mind in it, to re-orient your thinking by these 

final words of Christ to His 11 disciples before He went to His death. This 

farewell address or upper room discourse could change your world. For the 

original author John, it changed his world, and his goal in writing it was to 

share the life-altering grace of God's love in Christ with the world (20:31). 

 

Many believe John wrote this in the 90s AD, when John was in his 90s, at 

around the same time he wrote Revelation. John's gospel covers much of the 

same material as John's Revelation, like what we just read in 16:33, that this 

world is destined for tribulation for God's people, but they're to take heart in 

the conquering Christ who overcomes the world so we can be over-comers.   

The same Christ says by the same author in Rev 2:9 'I know your tribulation 

...Do not fear what you are about to suffer...you will have tribulation...[but 

then Jesus blesses those who overcome, same word, as He overcame, 3:21] 

 

In Jn 16:11 Jesus pronounces the Satanic ruler of this world as judged, Rev 

12 pictures that judgment, then Rev 20 completes the picture of its finality. 

In some ways John's last writing, Revelation, is a picture book of his gospel 

writing. Jn 15:6 speaks verbally of hell-fire, in Rev 20 John sees it visually. 
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In Jn 14:3 Jesus spoke of the Father's house, and promised 'I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself...' That promise 

in John's writing becomes a picture in John's Revelation, fulfilled, filled full 

in Rev 21 in the heavenly city of God, the place prepared for Christ's bride. 

John heard of mansions in glory, or many rooms; in Rev 21 he sees its room 

in a vision of a house infinitely bigger and better than any imaginable glory. 

But most of all a theme common to both books is Christ's glory, like in John 

13:31, our study today, 13:31-32: When he had gone out, Jesus said, Now is 

the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
32

 If God is glorified 

in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 

 

This morning our study will focus on these first 2 verses as they introduce 

some of the most important words ever spoken, arguably the most intimate 

words every spoken by Jesus on earth in John 13-17. Then in future weeks 

we’ll go verse-by-verse in detail. Today we start with the big picture of the 

glory of Christ in the upper room discourse. That’s how we ended in John’s 

other book of Revelation, and it’s how this section of John’s gospel begins 

in v. 31: Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him.  

 

When is the ‘now’? v. 1: Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus 

knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father…   

His ‘hour’ is the time Jesus would depart from the world when He died. At 

this point they hadn’t eaten the Passover meal yet, and ‘hour’ doesn’t mean 

60 minutes in this context, the hour that had come was the ‘time’ of betrayal 

(v. 21) and denial by Peter (v. 38), a mock trial by the Jewish supreme court 

that led to a greater spiritual trial on the cross. Earlier John's gospel said the 

Jews couldn't capture or kill Jesus because His hour had not yet come. But 

now the hour has come, the final hour events of Passion Week: that evening 

and the next day culminating in death. In v. 30 Jesus gave Judas a morsel of 

bread then, then v. 31 says: When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the 

Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
32

 If God is glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once.” 

 

The Son of Man was an OT title of Messiah coming in glory (Daniel 7:13), 

not a mere man only, more than a man, deity and humanity together in one. 

One of the purposes of John’s gospel is to show Christ’s glory (meaning his 

weightiness and worthiness) as Lord and God (20:28) so all believe (20:31). 

In 13:32 God the Father shows God the Son is worthy of glory/praise/honor. 

Later in this discourse there’s a promise of God the Spirit who would come 

and He would glorify the Son as well. It proves Jesus is God, to be glorified  
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In the OT the visible glory of God shone in the holy of holies but now Jesus 

is God’s very glory. He dies and the veil of the holy of holies is ripped from 

top to bottom showing God’s glory isn’t there. That all begins here in v. 31 

as the Word who became flesh and tabernacled among us, we see His glory. 
[Have you seen Christ's glory as your Lord and God? See Him here] 

Puritan John Brown called John 13-17 ‘“the holy of holies” of the temple of 

gospel history. Nowhere, assuredly, does the “light of the glory of God, in 

the face of Christ Jesus,” the true Shechinah, shed forth…more…than here.  

In that humble upper chamber in Jerusalem, there shone forth the perfection 

of beauty…The gospel of John has been fitly termed “the bosom of Christ,” 

and that portion of it which now lies before us is his inmost heart.’
1
 

 

Ryle: ‘five consecutive chapters we find [Jn 13-17] recording matters which 

are not mentioned by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. We can never be thankful 

enough that the Holy Spirit has caused them to be written for our learning! 

In every age the contents of these chapters have been justly regarded as one 

of the most precious parts of the Bible. They have been the food and drink, 

the strength and comfort of all true-hearted Christians. Let us ever approach 

them with…reverence. The place whereon we stand is holy ground. 

…[Ryle says v. 31] was a dark and mysterious saying…In all the 

agony of the death on the cross, in all the ignominy and humiliation which 

they saw afar off, or heard of next day, in hanging naked for six hours 

between two thieves--in all this there was no appearance of glory!--On the 

contrary, it was an event calculated to fill the minds of the Apostles with 

shame, disappointment, and dismay. And yet our Lord's saying was true.’
2
 

 

1 Cor 2:8 says in the crucifixion they actually ‘crucified the Lord of glory.’ 

Gal 6:14 KJV God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord…  

How is there glory in His cross? How should we glory/rejoice in the cross? 

 

1
st
 application: Glorify Christ for Satan’s Defeat 

In 13:2 it’s actually Satan who entered Judas to betray him and right when 

Judas goes out to do what Satan wanted him to do in v. 30, Jesus says in v. 

31: Now is the Son of Man glorified … One way Jesus would be glorified in 

the events of that evening and next day had to do with the Satanic ruler who 

would be coming hours later in Judas. Look at 14:30: 
30

 I will no longer talk 

much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me 

[others say Satan ‘has nothing in me’ or ‘has no hold on me.’ Turn to 16:10]  

…concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me 

no longer; 
11

 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged  
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When Jesus goes to the Father, the Satanic ruler of this world is judged. If 

you go back to John 12, right before this Jesus links His glory with Satan’s 

Defeat. In 12:27 Jesus says His purpose was to come to this hour. Look at 

12:28: Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” This is One of the few times in the 

NT where God speaks from heaven and people hear it. This is important as 

v. 30 says: Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 
31

 

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 

out. 
32

 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 
33

 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.  

 

The death of Jesus is when the ruler of this world was cast out in defeat and 

this was ultimately to glorify the name of the Father in heaven. Satan has no 

standing in heaven’s courts. The accuser of the brethren was defeated by the 

Advocate of the brethren at the right hand of the Judge. Jesus is resurrected 

and ascended, and now Satan is judged and crimes he accuses us of are paid   

 

Satan wanted to kill Jesus from day one through Herod killing babies, later 

when Jesus was a man Satan tempted Jesus to jump off Herod’s temple. On 

many occasions Satan incited the people to try to kill Jesus but His hour had 

not yet come. Now in Jn 13:1-2 His hour comes to leave the world in death, 

and Satan enters Judas. The irony is the most religious and fundamentalist 

people in Israel were actually doing the devil’s dirty work. And the greater 

irony is that in the moment Satan thinks he finally won at the cross, Satan is 

actually the one who lost at the cross! Christ’s death was Satan’s death blow 

 

Heb. 2 explains the glory: ‘Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of 

the suffering of death … [was] bringing many sons to glory … that through 

death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is the devil, 

and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject...' (v. 9-14).  

Col. 2 adds: ‘nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities 

and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him’ (v. 14-15). It 

was a public spectacle when Christ disarmed demonic rulers and authorities 

like in a victory parade, showing superiority over them and glory over them. 

When Christ tasted death for us, the serpent bit the dust, defeated, de-fanged 

 

Why did Jesus come to die? The same author John says 1 Jn 3:8 The reason 

the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. The ancient 

prophecy of Gen 3:15 said in the wounding of Christ’s heel (meaning on the 

cross as His heel was pierced), the serpent's head would be fatally wounded. 
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Satan’s imprisonment and final sentencing is still future, but his power was 

broken at the cross for all in Christ. He may roar, but resist and he will flee. 

How do we glorify Christ for Satan’s defeat at the cross? We praise Christ 

and prize Christ and we put aside Satan’s voice to us as a whining sore loser 

 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul! ... 

My sin, o the bliss of this glorious thought...not in part but the whole is nailed to the cross
3
 

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of my guilt within 

Upward I look and see Christ there who made an end to all my sin.  

Because the sinless Savior died … [we have victory because of His victory on the cross]
4
  

 

There’s also a 2
nd

 way to glorify Christ at the cross, 1
st
 for Satan’s Defeat… 

#2. Glorify Christ for Salvation’s Plan 
His plan includes nations. 12:20 Now among those who went up to worship 

at the feast were some Greeks. 
21

 So these came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
22

 Philip 

went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23

 And Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified …  

 

This is the Passion week and Passover week for the Jews, and some Greeks 

also came to worship and wanted to see Jesus, and He replies 'The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified...' This is the hour He came for, He 

says in v. 27, and it's also the hour for the Father's name to be glorified. God 

had already glorified His name in the life and ministry of Jesus and now He 

will glorify it again in this hour, for Jew and Greek (v. 21), for the world of 

John 3:16, for whosoever believes of all nations. What is this hour of glory? 

Right after v. 23 says now is His glory, v. 24 talks about dying to bear fruit. 

This is also how John’s gospel begins, Jn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word 

[Christ who was with God and was God]…
14

 And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son…  

 

John’s readers for 12 chapters now have seen the glory of Christ in miracles 

that climaxed with the resurrection of Lazarus who had been dead 4 days. In 

chapter 11, v. 40, Jesus asked Martha: ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed 

you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone.’ Then Jesus 

called Lazarus to come forth wrapped in grave clothes that stinketh, and he 

came forth from his tomb! Martha and the others believe and see the glory 

of God in that miracle, but it’s not till chapter 13, v. 31, that Jesus says 'Now 

is the Son of Man glorified…' It’s as if they only got to see glimpses of His 

glory in earlier miracles, now the greatest glorification of Jesus is to be seen 
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John would later write Rev 5, the greatest most glorious worship in heaven, 

in the history of the universe, its glory centers on this very time in Jn 12-13. 

'Worthy are you' heaven sings to Jesus. Why? Because He died on the cross 

for sin here in this gospel. They say '...for you were slain and by your blood 

you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 

and nation ... around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 

voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory...' and all say amen 
[He was slain to receive glory. His hour came for the fame of His name] 

God the Father and God the Son are glorified eternally because the Lamb of 

God was slain in Jn 12-19, in this hour of Passover. At this feast celebrating 

God's ransom of His people Israel, Jesus is about to go to give Himself to be 

the Passover Lamb of God to ransom His people from every nation. And as 

our time of worship comes each Lord's Day morning, as another hour comes 

this evening 6-7:00 pm, we should long to worship Him because of what He 

did when His hour had come. We should long to sing of how worthy Christ 

is because He was slain to receive glory, and long to see His worthiness and 

Word lifted up again, to want to come back for more if there's opportunity 

to worship Him. Our summer evening series we'll learn more about Jesus 

and His glorious love and loving the way He loved in Jn 13 using 1 Cor 13. 

 

How do we glorify Christ for salvation's plan? Heaven shows us in Rev 5. 

So does Ps 92. It begins: 'For the Sabbath day. It is good to praise the LORD 

and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in the 

morning and your faithfulness at night...planted in the house of the LORD , 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old 

age, they will stay fresh...proclaiming...The LORD...' (V. 1-2, 13-15 NIV)  
[Is the joy of the Lord's house and Lord's day for us in the NT?] 

Rom 15:9 says Jesus came 'in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 

his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

and sing to your name...Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." So glorifying 

the Lord clearly includes praising God with joy, singing to Him. That's the 

OT message coming to fruition as the hour comes for Jesus to be glorified. 

As Simeon saw baby Jesus in the temple he prophesied 'a light of revelation 

to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel' and he predicted death 

for Jesus in a way that would pierce Mary's heart as well as Jesus (Luke 2). 
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Simeon's prophecy echoes Isa 49 and 52 on salvation's glory and light to the 

nations, and it also echoes the next chapter, Isa 53, where Messiah would be 

pierced for our sins. He had to be the suffering servant of Isa 53 so He could 

shine His glorious salvation to all as the light of the world in Isa 52:10, 60:3  
[Have you repented of your sin and come to Him as your light and Lord?] 

He explained later in Lk 24 from the OT how it was necessary for Messiah 

'to suffer these things and enter into his glory ... and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations...' Even 

Christ's betrayal and denial and mistrial of justice was part of entering glory 

as Peter explained in Acts 3:13 'the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate...' He 

was glorified in death, but that wasn't the end, that was just the start of it, as 

Rom 6:4 says 'Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father...' 

 

Here in Jn 12:28 Christ's prayer in this hour as He comes to die is for the 

glory of the Father, and the Father answers that He has glorified His name 

and will glorify it again. Christ died for God's glory and was raised by that 

same glory, and was glorified again in His ascension to heaven (Heb 1:3).  

If you flip forward to John 17 I think Jesus was also looking forward to this. 

 
17:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 

and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 

glorify you … 
4
 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that 

you gave me to do. 
5
 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 

the glory that I had with you before the world existed.” By the way, no one 

but Jesus can pray ‘glorify me’ – no one but God can say that! Jesus is God! 

Only God the Son had glory with God the Father before creation happened! 

God says He doesn’t share His glory with others in Isa 42:8 so Jesus is God! 

 

So ‘glory’ in context means to honor. It’s weightiness, worthiness of praise. 

When the Father is glorifying the Son, and vice-verse, there’s a magnifying 

or manifesting of their character and worth of the other, for the fame of their 

name. Our text, Jn 13:31-32, reaches an apex of glory: the eternal glory of 

the Trinity that God the Son had temporarily veiled in becoming the Son of 

Man on earth, that splendor and supreme majesty and glory is now about to 

be restored through what’s about to happen as the Son glorifies the Father, 

and the Father glorifies the Son as the covenant of redemption is fulfilled. 

Redemption’s work on earth is about to accomplished by Jesus on the cross. 

So when Jesus says in Jn 13:31 ‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God 

is glorified in him…’ it’s not only glory like never before in John's gospel. 
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It’s glory like never ever before, redemptive history all pointed to this hour.  
O when we view God’s grand design, to save rebellious worms 

How vengeance and compassion join, in their sublimest forms 

Our thoughts are lost in reverent awe – we love and we adore 

The first archangel never saw so much of God before!
5
 

 

In response we should glorify Jesus for Satan's defeat, salvation's plan and 

the 3rd and final one for next time is Glorify Him by showing His love 

 

This takes us from our worship to our works of love for the glory of Christ. 

This is where Jesus is going in v. 33-35, that we'll look at next time, loving 

one another as Christ loved us to the glory of God. But before we can show 

His love we need to see how He showed His love in v. 4-14, taking the role 

of a servant in a towel, washing their feet, then calling them to do the same. 

But let me close today with Phil 2 which connects that to the glory of v. 31: 

'he emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant...he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. [that's the fulfillment of John 

13:31-32, the Father glorifies the Son, the Son in turn glorifies the Father] 

 

Have you bowed your knee to Jesus as your Lord to the glory of the Father? 

If you haven't, my brother up front after would love to help any who desire.  

For believers Phil 2 adds 'Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that 

you may...shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life...' So 

let's reflect the light of His glory and gospel as we go from His house today 
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