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Message #9                                                                                                                   Amos 8:1-14 

 

In the final letter that the Apostle Paul wrote before he was killed, he challenged Timothy to 

carefully preach the Word of God and then he made a prediction for the Church Age that “the 

time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.”  He said that there would come a time 

when people would not want to hear the truth, but they do want some religious experience.  In 

fact, he said that they would accumulate to themselves their own teachers who would teach them 

in accordance to their own desires (II Tim. 4:1-4).  It was in that very context; Paul told Timothy, 

you carefully and accurately preach the Word of God.  In fact, he said, “I charge you…preach 

the word.”   

 

What most people do not realize about this is that when the culture has a lot of religious activity 

that is not based on a careful, accurate teaching of God’s Word, it is actually a judgment of God. 

In other words, when people are finding it hard to find a church that very carefully proclaims the 

Scriptures, this famine is a judgment of God.    

 

What most people do not realize is that having men in existence, who can accurately teach 

the Scriptures, is a gift of God and a blessing of God.  But God carefully watches what is 

going on in regard to His people and their desire for His Word and when He sees that this is not 

their primary focus of life, then He can and He will send a judgment in which He actually 

removes His men and His truth from His own people. 

 

If ever you want an illustration of that point, all we have to do is look at Israel and look at  

Amos 8.  The point we see here is that: 

 

GOD’S JUDGMENT WILL COME AGAINST HIS OWN AFFLUENT PEOPLE WHO 

ARE MORE INTERESTED IN THEIR ECONOMY THAN IN OBEYING HIS WORD; 

AND HIS JUDGMENT DOES NOT ONLY INCLUDE VARIOUS DISASTERS, BUT 

ALSO A  FAMINE  OF HIS PRECIOUS WORD. 

 

The most devastating judgment of all is a judgment in which God no longer speaks to His 

people.  The most devastating judgment of all is when God no longer gives His people an 

accurate understanding of His Word.  Let us be very clear on this point–if people going to 

church do not really want to get serious about the Word of God, God will let them go their 

own way and will remove true teachers and true teaching as a direct judgment from Him. 

 

We are in the vision section of the book of Amos.  God is giving Amos a series of visions which 

are designed to show Israel what God was going to do and why God was going to do it.  The first 

vision was the vision of the  locusts  (7:1-3).  The second vision was the vision of the  fire  

(7:4-5).  The third vision was the vision of the  plumb   line  (7:7-9).  Now we come to the fourth 

vision and it is the vision of the summer  fruit   basket  (8:1-2). 
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VISION PART #1 – God  shows  Amos a vision.  8:1-2a 

 

Now in verses 1-2, God shows Amos a basket of summer fruit and then God asks Amos what he 

sees and Amos says that he sees a basket of summer fruit.  Now this is a very important principle 

of interpreting the Bible.  God wants His people to observe exactly what He has revealed in a 

text.  God wants us to see exactly what is there and with accurate precision communicate exactly 

what is there.   

 

When God judges His own people, they cannot actually see and understand what God has put in 

His Word.  They cannot literally interpret what is there.  They can read the words of the Bible, 

but they cannot accurately understand and accurately interpret what is there. 

 

Had God asked some ministers today what do you see in this vision, many would say I see an 

offering plate full of money.  Many ministers would say I see a big basket here filled with the 

blessings of God.  Some would say God wants us to enjoy life in the summer time.   

 

Now we will admit that when you see a basket of summer fruit it immediately suggests that life 

is good.  Having a basket filled with fruit in the summer meant that the harvest had been a great 

harvest and there was an abundance of food.  But that is not what this vision is about and a true 

teacher of the Scriptures immediately sees that. 

 

VISION PART #2 – God  interprets  the vision.  8:2b-3 

 

But the real purpose of this basket of fruit illustrated more than just a harvest of plenty; 

this vision is designed to show that the time was  ripe  for the  judgment  of God against His 

own people.  God says at the end of verse 2 that the end had arrived and He would spare 

them no longer.   

 

It is interesting that God uses  food  as the vision because He was about to send a judgment 

of a  famine .   

 

However, this famine will not be just a judgment against food, but it will be judgment of a 

famine far worse than this.  It would be a famine of the Word of God.  At the end of verse 2, 

we read that the end has come for Israel and God would not spare them anymore. 

 

Now there are certain points we want to make before we move on: 

1) This was a very real, literal judgment that was coming against  Israel  in the days of Amos. 

2) This will be a very real, literal judgment that will come against  Israel  in the Tribulation. 

3) This is a real and literal judgment that God can and will send against His  Church . 

 

None of God’s people, regardless of the dispensation, are exempt from the judgments of this text. 
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Verse 3 predicts the nature of “the end.”  A time would come when God would turn their songs 

to wailing.  The people who had enjoyed their rich lives in their palaces would end up coming to 

a violent end.  Amos saw a time when the land of Israel was filled with corpses. 

 

There is no doubt in my mind that this did have immediate application to what the Assyrians 

would do; but it also has a far reaching application to what will happen in the Tribulation.  Dead 

corpses of the Jewish people will be seen in every place.  There will be no more singing; there 

will be nothing but silence.   

 

VISION PART #3 – God gives  reasons  for the vision.  8:4-6 

 

Now in verses 4-5, God gives reasons why He is going to judge His own people: 

 

Reason #1 - Because His own people have trampled the  needy .  8:4a 

 

These people were immoral, greedy, dishonest and mean.  The affluent people were taking 

advantage of the needy people.  They walked all over the needy people as the political and 

religious leaders in order to put more money in their own pockets. 

 

Reason #2 - Because His own people do away with the  humble .  8:4b 

 

They not only did not like humble people of God, they got rid of them.  We know one of the 

things they did was sell humble people into slavery. 

 

Reason #3 - Because His own people don’t truly care about real  worship .  8:5 

 

Now we get a good look here at what drives these people.  They are not going to worship service 

to hear from the Word of God so they could apply God’s Word to their lives.  They didn’t care if 

they ever heard the truth of God.  They liked the worship and the ritual, but notice carefully what 

is really going on in their minds.  They wanted to get the worship out of the way so they could 

get back to the business of making their money and wealth. 

 

Reason #4 - Because His own people cared more about  money  than people.  8:6 

 

They did not value people anymore than a scrap of wheat.  They would buy helpless people for 

money and treat them like dirt.  In fact, they would demand payment from the needy for a pair of 

sandals and if they did not have the money, they would force them into slavery.  Furthermore, at 

the end of verse 6, they would sell them the “refuse of wheat” to eat. 

 

They would apparently mix the part of wheat you would throw away into the grain and sell that 

to poor people.  They did not give them nutritious food and they would charge high prices for it. 

Do you see the point–they were cheating people with dishonest scales.  They were giving people 

“less for more.”  Horrible prices paid for less stuff.   
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Their “god” was profit.  These were God’s own people who had become greedy.  Now God is 

not against capitalism.  God is not against making a profit.  But God is against crushing people  

to make that profit.  If people crush others to make a profit, God will crush them. 

 

VISION PART #4 – God gives a series of specific  predictions  as to what He will do.  8:7-14 

 

Because of this, God makes a series of five scary predictions against His own people: 

 

(Prediction #1) - God swears an oath to Himself that He will  judge  His own people.  8:7 

 

This is very scary because God is putting Himself under a Divine oath to judge and punish His 

own people.  In fact, it gets more scary than this because God put Himself under an oath to “not 

forget” the evil His people did.   

 

It is a fearful thing to be in a position when God says I choose to never forget about your evil 

works.  We want to totally forget about our evil.  We want to dismiss it from our minds.  We all 

want to forget certain things from our past.  But God says here, “I will not forget.”  In fact, He 

says something very important: “I swear by the “pride of Jacob.” 

 

Some suggest that the pride of Jacob refers to the arrogance that Israel has in defiance of God 

and His Word.  So in this case, God would be swearing an oath on the basis of their pride.  

However, there is no place in Scripture where God swears on the basis of a human attribute like 

pride. 

 

Now more than likely the “pride of Jacob” that He is referring to is Jesus Christ.  God is 

swearing on the basis of Jesus Christ that His people will pay and that He will not forget about 

the evil of Israel.  He will not forget about their sin and corruption.   

 

Now listen carefully Israel and listen carefully the Church.  You only have one way out of this 

judgment.  There is only one way that you can move God to forget about your evil works and 

that one way is “the pride of Jacob,” who is none other than Jesus Christ. 

 

Israel needs to understand this point.  Unless she is willing to turn to Jesus Christ, a major 

ferocious Tribulation is coming and Israel will be devastated in ways that make Hitler look like 

the minor leagues.  All unsaved people need to realize this, unless you turn by faith to Jesus 

Christ, God has sworn that He will remember your evil works and He will cast you into hell.  

All church people need to remember this, God has sworn that unless you confess your sin and 

turn from it, God will remember your evil works and you will lose rewards.  God has sworn by 

Himself and it will happen. 

 

(Prediction #2) - God promises that Israel’s land will feature  physical  catastrophes and  

                                devastating calamities.  8:8 

 

God is promising that the land of Israel will be shook up and the people will mourn. 
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Josephus said in his antiquities that an earthquake did hit in Judea that killed 10,000 people from 

Hazor in the north to Beersheba in the south.  But what is described in these verses takes us 

beyond the immediate and into the future to the Tribulation.  The catastrophes will be relentless, 

one right after another.  It will be like the Nile River rising and falling and destroying and tossing 

everything every which way. 

 

(Prediction #3) - God promises that He will pronounce  cosmological  signs to appear in the 

                                land.  8:9 

 

The language of these cosmological disasters clearly connects us to the horrors of the 

Tribulation.  In fact, Jesus predicted this very thing as being part of the Tribulation (Matt. 24:29). 

These things will happen “in that day” which is a clear reference to the Tribulation.  The prophet 

Joel describes these very things as being part of the “day of the LORD” (Joel 2:10; 3:15).  These 

“celestial wonders” will not be things that will leave people happy; it will leave them trembling. 

 

(Prediction #4) - God promises that He will totally and completely turn their  joyous  gatherings 

                                to times of  mourning .  8:10 

 

Look at what God says He is going to do to His own people.  He is going to break them down 

and take away from them every ounce of joy.  Everything about their life will be bitter. 

 

When people move away from God and His Word, He can break them down to the point that 

they never smile again. 

 

(Prediction #5) - God promises that He will send a  famine  of Biblical  ignorance  to the whole 

                                world.  8:11-13 

 

Now we come to one of the most devastating things God can do in judgment.  According to 

verse 11, God was going to send a famine.  This famine is more devastating than a famine 

against food or water.  This is the worst kind of famine God could send.  The ultimate famine 

God can send is to take away His Word and take away those who can accurately 

communicate it so that people cannot hear the truth anymore. 

 

The reason why this is more devastating than a physical famine is because God’s Word is more 

important than food or water because food and water sustain physical life, but God’s Word is 

needed to sustain spiritual life. 

 

Now listen very carefully what verse 11 is saying–days are coming when the potential of hearing 

the Word of God accurately taught will be non-existent.  My observation is we are nearing those 

days because frankly, very few churches, very few denominations, very few ministers carefully 

and accurately expound the Scriptures. 
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Verse 12 describes how non-existent true teaching will be.  People will go from sea to sea, from 

north to south, from east to west trying to find someone who can accurately teach them God’s 

Word and they will not find it. 

 

This famine will affect everyone.  According to verse 13, the young people, the beautiful virgins 

and the young men will not be able to find a place where the Word of God is actually taught. 

Verse 14 says from Samaria in the north to Beersheba in the south, they will all fall and not rise 

again. 

 

Our problem today is not a lack of access to the written Word of God, our problem today is that 

most people do not value it enough to go to a church where it is carefully and accurately taught. 

They will go to church, but not to where the church accurately teaches the Word.  They want 

some religious experience as long as it isn’t too serious about the Word of God. 

 

But mark this and mark it well; when a nation departs from wanting the Word of God, 

God can and will take an accurate understanding of His Word away as a direct judgment 

from Him. 

 

When you see people going to churches where they are not accurately being taught the 

Scriptures, you are looking at a judgment of God. 

 

There are many churches in every city today.  You can turn on Christian TV or radio and hear all 

kinds of religious stuff.  We have Christian schools, Christian movies, Christian music, Christian 

seminars and Christian retreats.  What is so sad about all of this is very few people who go to 

these things actually have a desire to carefully and accurately understand and apply the 

Scriptures so they can personally have a close relationship with God. 


