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!
“THE RENEWAL OF THE SINAI COVENANT”!!

I. Introduction !
A. How can you be certain that things are okay between you and God?  !

1. There are a lot of people in this world who are not very concerned 
with that question.  !

2. If that is the case with you, then you are either ignoring God or you 
have come up with your own conception of who God is.  !

3. When a person is confronted by the holiness of God and by the 
reality of his own sinfulness, the question of his standing before 
God becomes the most important thing in the universe.  !

B. The people of Israel were troubled by this question after they committed 
their sin with the golden calf.  !
1. Here in chapter 34, God reassures his people by renewing the 

covenant that they had so quickly broken.  !
2. As we study this passage today, I want us to see how it teaches 

three things about God’s covenantal dealings with his people.  !
3. Exodus 34 has something to say to us about God’s word, God’s 

requirements, and God’s glory.  !
II. God’s Word !

A. We begin by looking at verses 1 through 9, where the focus is upon God’s 
word.  !
1. The Lord instructs Moses to make new tablets of stone so that God 

can write the Ten Commandments on them, just as he had done 
with the tablets that Moses broke when he saw the people’s 
idolatry with the golden calf.  !
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2. As we noted in our study of chapter 32, the breaking of those first 
tablets was symbolic of Israel’s breaking of the Sinai covenant.  !

3. By replacing the tablets, the Lord shows that he is restoring or re-
instituting the covenant.  !

4. This point is reiterated by the fact that the making of these new 
tablets paralleled the making of the first ones.  !

5. Once again, Moses is to rise early in the morning and present 
himself to God on top of the mountain.  !

6. Once again, the mountain is made off limits to the people and their 
animals.  !

7. And once again, God descends in the cloud on Sinai and meets 
with Moses for forty days and forty nights. (see 24:18)  !

B. One thing that is different here is that when Moses reaches the top of the 
mountain, the Lord passed before him.  !
1. This is the fulfillment of what God had promised back in chapter 33 

in response to Moses’ request to see his glory.  !
2. Moses was not permitted to gaze directly at the divine glory, since 

no man can see God and live.  !
3. Moses did not see God’s face, but only God’s back.  !
4. As we noted last week, this is not to be taken literally.  !
5. Rather, it was a way of saying that Moses was given a glimpse at 

the periphery of the divine glory.  !
C. One of the things that is so remarkable about the way in which Moses 

describes this encounter with God is that he gives absolutely no 
description of what he saw.  !
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1. He does not tell us what the backside of God’s glory looked like.  !
2. Instead, he tells us what he heard God saying.  !
3. Listen again to verses 6 and 7:  “The LORD passed before him and 

proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s 
children, to the third and the fourth generation.’”  !

4. As we see again and again in the Bible, the central thing in our 
dealings with God is the Word of God.  !

5. God makes himself known to his people through his word.  !
6. We do not have to engage in an intense spiritual quest to find God.  !
7. As Paul says in Romans 10, “The word is near you”.  !
8. Just as God passed before Moses by proclaiming his name, God 

comes to us through his word of self-revelation.  !
D. Consider what we are told about God in this proclamation that he made 

about himself when he passed before Moses.  !
1. God is merciful.  !
2. He withholds the punishment that sinful people deserve.  !
3. If you have ever had a police officer let you off with a warning 

when he could have given you a ticket, you know that mercy is a 
good thing. !

4. God is also gracious.  !
5. He bestows blessings that we do not deserve.  !
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6. Instead of paying us the wages that our sins have earned, he 
lavishes the richest of gifts upon us.  !

7. God is also slow to anger.  !
8. He displays immense patience in his dealings with his people.  !
9. Just think of how many times he has forgiven you for committing 

the same sin.  !
10. God is abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.  !
11. He keeps every one of his covenant promises.  !
12. God forgives iniquity and transgression and sin.  !
13. Notice that he uses three different words for sin here.  !
14. He does this to assure us that he forgives all kinds of sins.  !
15. All in all, God’s proclamation of his name before Moses emphasizes 

that he is the source of the grace and mercy that he extends to his 
people. !

16. We do not receive his favor because of anything that we do, but 
only because he is the God of mercy and grace and steadfast love.  !

E. God also says a couple of things here that have the potential to strike 
terror into our hearts.  !
1. He says that he will by no means clear the guilty.  !
2. Sin has to be punished, because God’s justice has to be upheld.  !
3. The only way that God can extend his mercy to sinful people is by 

providing a righteous substitute who atones for our sins.  !
4. This is why Paul says in Romans 3 that by putting Christ forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, God showed himself to be “just and 
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the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” (Rom 3:26)  !
F. The last thing that God says as he passes before Moses is that he visits 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation.  !
1. This does not mean that God holds children accountable for their 

parents’ sins.  !
2. God explicitly says in Deuteronomy 24 that “Fathers shall not be 

put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to 
death because of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his 
own sin.” (Deut. 24:16)  !

3. The point that God is making here is that he will punish successive 
generations when they commit the sins that they learned from their 
parents.  !

4. Nobody can escape punishment by saying that their parents taught 
them to hate God.  !

G. Moses’ response to God’s proclamation of his name teaches us five 
important things about prayer. !
1. First, Moses’ reverent worship of God shows us the importance of 

remember who we are addressing when we pray.  !
2. Our prayers should be offered in a spirit of awe, demonstrating our 

submission to God’s greatness and our acknowledgement of his 
majesty.  !

H. Second, notice that Moses begins his prayer by saying, “If now I have 
found favor in your sight…”  !
1. He bases his prayer on the fact that God has already accepted him.  !
2. This teaches us that we are not to approach God as if we are trying 

to gain his favor but with the confidence that in Christ we are 
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already the recipients of his favor.  !
I. Third, Moses prays back what God has already promised, asking God to 

go in their midst.  !
1. This shows us the importance of praying God’s promises back to 

him.  !
2. When you pray, ask God to do the things that he has promised in 

his Word.  !
J. Fourth, Moses pleads for mercy because the people are stiff-necked.  !

1. In chapter 32 God cited this as the reason why he was rejecting 
Israel, but now Moses cites it as the reason why God should take 
pity upon them. !

2. This shows us that we need to admit our complete dependence 
upon God for mercy.  !

3. We need to acknowledge that we are in constant need of his pardon 
for our sins.  !

4. We come to him as beggars in need of his pity.  !
K. Fifth, Moses asks God to take the people as his inheritance.  !

1. We usually hear God promising to give Israel an inheritance, but 
here Moses asks God to take possession of Israel and to keep them 
as his own.  !

2. This points us to the reason why we can have confidence when we 
bring our prayers before the Lord.  !

3. We pray as those who know that we are not our own but belong to 
our faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  !

III. God’s Requirements !
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A. We turn now to the second part of the chapter, where the focus is upon the 
requirements that God set forth in the Sinai covenant.  !
1. This section repeats some of the commands that have been given 

earlier in the book, so I am only going to touch briefly upon what is 
said here.  !

2. The thing that stands out about this section is that everything that 
is said here has to do with worship.  !

3. There are a number of warnings about idolatry.  !
4. This comes as no surprise in light of the recent incident with the 

golden calf.  !
5. God’s people need to guard themselves against the tendency to 

incorporate pagan ideas into their religion.  !
6. The Israelites are also warned against intermarrying with those 

who do not belong to the covenant people, lest they be drawn away 
from the Lord to worship other gods.  !

7. The fundamental principle that we need to see here is that God 
calls us to be distinct from the world.  !

8. We are not to be like the world.  !
9. We should not try to make Christianity more appealing to the 

world by downplaying or ignoring those aspects of our faith that 
are particularly offensive to our culture.  !

10. Our God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.  !

11. We need to maintain our distinction from the world, even though 
we are called to live among the peoples of the world.  !

B. The other thing that is emphasized in this section is Israel’s feasts.  !
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1. These God-ordained celebrations were the means by which the 
covenant was regularly renewed.  !

2. There were three annual pilgrim feasts in Israel, along with the 
weekly Sabbath. !

3. Notice that God responded to Israel’s failure with the golden calf 
by reiterating his instructions about worship.  !

4. This shows us that the antidote to idolatry is the true worship of 
God. !

5. If we are not diligent in offering the worship that God commands, 
we will inevitably worship in ways that seem best to us or in ways 
that the world finds attractive.  !

IV. God’s Glory  !
A. This brings us to the third and final section of our chapter, where the focus 

is upon God’s glory.  !
1. Our text tells us that when Moses came down from the mountain, 

his face shone with a brilliant light.  !
2. This was not just a sunburn.  !
3. The Hebrew word used here indicates that rays of light were 

emanating from Moses’ face.  !
4. God caused Moses’ face to shine in order to attest to Moses’ 

authority as the mediator of the Sinai covenant.  !
5. Moses was reflecting God’s glory.  !
6. When he saw the periphery of the divine glory, he was transformed 

by it. !
7. He was like the angels, who are radiant with God’s glory.  !
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B. The people’s fearful response to Moses’ shining face underscores God’s 
majesty.  !
1. Whenever people in the Bible are given a glimpse of God’s glory, 

even when it is only reflected in a creature, they respond in fear.  !
2. This reminds us that apart from Christ, God is not our friend.  !
3. Apart from Christ, God is our enemy.  !
4. It is only through Christ that we can draw near to God without 

being terrified by his glory.  !
C. Moses’ shining face pointed to Jesus as the one in whom God’s glory is 

perfected displayed.  !
1. Recall the opening chapter of the Gospel of John, where the apostle 

writes,“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth… For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.” (vs. 14, 17)  !

2. The writer of Hebrews speaks of the same thing in the first chapter 
of his epistle when he says that Jesus “is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature”. (1:3)  !

3. Jesus’ divine glory was hidden beneath the veil of his human 
nature during the period of his humiliation, but one occasion when 
his glory was made manifest was at the mount of transfiguration.  !

4. On that mountain, Peter, James, and John saw Jesus’ clothes 
become radiantly white.  !

5. They saw Moses and Elijah with Jesus, which signified that the Law 
and the Prophets pointed to Christ.  !

6. And they heard God the Father say, “This is my beloved Son; listen 
to him.” (Mk. 9:7) !
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7. The transfiguration testified that Jesus is the supreme revelation of 
God and the one true mediator between God and man.  !

D. Moses’ shining face also points to the blessings that we receive when we 
place our trust in Christ.  !
1. When we come to Christ in faith, we are renewed after the image of 

our Creator (see Col. 3:10)  !
2. Listen to the way in which Paul describes this in 2 Corinthians 3, 

where he draws upon Exodus 34 as he sets a contrast between the 
old covenant (which he calls “the ministry of death”) and the new 
covenant:  “Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, 
came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ 
face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, will 
not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory?  For if there 
was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  Indeed, in this case, what 
once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the 
glory that surpasses it.  For if what was being brought to an end 
came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.   
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze 
at the outcome of what was being brought to an end.  But their 
minds were hardened.  For to this day, when they read the old 
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through 
Christ is it taken away.  Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 
veil lies over their hearts.  But when one turns to the Lord, the veil 
is removed.  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another.  For this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor. 3:7–18)  !

3. This passage gives us a great deal of insight into the last part of 
Exodus 34.  !

4. First, Paul tells us that the reason why Moses had to wear the veil 
was to prevent the people from seeing that the light emanating 
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from his face eventually faded away.  !
5. The fading of that glory showed that the old covenant, the Sinai 

covenant, was temporary.  !
6. It played a role in God’s redemptive plan for a season, but in itself 

it was not adequate to save.  !
7. This is why Paul says that those who fail to see how the Sinai 

covenant pointed to Christ are blinded by a veil.  !
8. Unlike the fading glory of the old covenant, those who trust in 

Christ have something permanent.  !
9. In Christ we receive blessings that will never fade away.  !

E. Paul also describes the old covenant ministry as a ministry of 
condemnation.  !
1. He says this because the law has no power to save us.  !
2. The law can only command and evaluate.  !
3. It reminds us of our sin  !
4. But the new covenant ministry is the ministry of righteousness.  !
5. Through Christ, God provides a righteousness that we do not have 

in ourselves, the righteousness that comes from God and is 
received by faith.  !

F. Lastly, Paul tells us that this ministry of righteousness has the power to 
transform us and actually make us righteous.  !
1. This is already taking place in our sanctification, and it will be 

brought to completion at our glorification.  !
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2. When we behold God’s glory in Jesus Christ, the Spirit transforms 
us so that we begin to reflect God’s glory.  !

3. Think about the significance of that for a moment.  !
4. If you are a Christian, then God is doing a work in you that is far 

more glorious than what he did when he caused Moses’ face to 
shine.  !

5. If you know God, then you are being changed.  !
6. God is causing you to reflect his glory in a manner that will never 

fade away.  !
G. While this is true, we all know that our lives are far from being 

resplendent reflections of the divine glory.  !
1. For as long as you remain in this life, the renewed image of God in 

you will be to a significant degree hidden beneath your weakness 
and your frailty.  !

2. This brings us back to the centrality of God’s Word in the Christian 
life.  !

3. We need to live by faith in what God has said, not by sight.  !
4. God has told us that “those whom [God] foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those whom 
he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” (Rom. 
8:29-30)  !

5. If you trust in Christ, then God will bring you to glory.  !
6. And because we know that this is true, we can add our ‘Amen’ to 

Paul’s words when he said this:  “So we do not lose heart. Though 
our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 
by day.  For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
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eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to 
the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.  For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:16–18)  


