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- evangelism = gospel = good news; most often we relate this to speaking to those who are not Christians  
- Rom15:20 where Christ’s name has not been heard; the Gospel is intimately connected with the p/w of Christ 
- I want to urge us to be Gospel saturated, so that as well deal with either believers or unbelievers, we are “Gospelizing”  
- “to instruct in the Gospel” ; who needs instruction in the Gospel?   
- Acts15:32-35 staying to preach the Gospel (Gk.) to disciples Rom1:15 1Cor15:1-2 
 
ADDRESSING IDOLATRY 
- A significant part of Gospelizing is helping one another (and unbelievers) see their idols and the Gospel answer to them 
 
What is God to be to Us? 
- To understand idolatry, we need understand what God is to be to/for us 
- Contentment, because God is the Provider – the sin of discontentment 
- Trust, because God is Sovereign – anxiety, fear 
- Worship, because God is most glorious and beautiful – adoration and infatuation toward other/things more than God 
- Satisfaction, because God is all-satisfying – seeking satisfaction from temporal things 
- Submission in obedience, because God is the Lord and Ruler of all – obedience to others contrary to God’s Word 
- Fear and desire not to displease, because we esteem His opinion above all others – man-pleasing 
 
What are Idols? 
- idols include anything that replaces or usurps what God ought to be in our lives 
- Ezekiel 14:4-7 the idols of the heart  (“ idol factory”  Calvin) 
- Gal4:8 potential idols include anything and everything which is not by nature God (sinful and lawful) 
- Col3:5 Covetousness = idolatry; Phil3:19 god of the belly 
- This is why both unbelievers and believers are addressed regarding idolatry Acts14:15 1Jn5:21 
- Modern/civilized people do not consider themselves idolaters because they do not have shrines 
- All of our sin is in some way connected to our idols; unless our idols are identified, and by the Gospel undone, we are 

simply moralists – all sanctification is an issue of worship 
- Biblical growth/sanctification is apply the Gospel to those idols to liberate us from them, so that we can be free to worship 

God as we ought 
 
APPLYING THE GOSPEL 
- we need to preach the Gospel to ourselves, our brothers and sisters, and to all 
- this is something we will need as long as we remain in this world 
- part of this is learning the skill of applying the Gospel; not just forgiveness (Jesus erases sin), but redemption from the 

slavery to idols 
- addressing/convicting of sin – the Gospel sets free 
- self-righteousness – when we think we have things together and others don’t, it creates a subtle (or not) disposition 

toward them, like the Pharisees 
- self-condemnation – “ I know God has forgiven me, but I can’t forgive myself” ; our standard is higher than God’s 
- pride -  
- unforgiveness/bitterness/anger/short temper - punishing others because God isn’t doing so 
- the issue of control is huge, particularly in dealing with things that disappoint us (weather, illness, relationships) 
- laziness 
- corrupt speech 
- relationships – non-marriage, difficult marriage, broken marriage 
- addictions 
- parenting 
 
- We need to be constantly asking the question, “How does the Gospel address this?”  
- As we do so, and are humbled by our idols and have a disposition of humility in dealing with the sins and frailties of others 
- Then we speak to them as fellow-sinners whose only hope is the Grace of God in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
- Because the work of Christ touches all these things, and we are constantly returning to the Cross, Jesus becomes more 

precious to us 
- Acts8:4 everywhere, and to everyone; Col3:16 Word of Christ dwelling richly, speaking to one another 
 


