
1 
 

The Dream Concealed 

Daniel 2:1-35 

As we come to Daniel 2 today, a chapter we will be studying over a 

total of 3 Sundays together, we come to a character we skipped over in 

our introduction to this wonderful book. 

We saw three “greats” a few weeks back – the setting of the book, 

great Babylon; the hero of the book, great Daniel; and the real center 

of these chapters, the great and sovereign God of the Bible, who led 

His people captive into this city. 

We skipped over however the king who factors so much in the first 

part of the book – this ruler whose name means, ‘Nebo has protected 

my inheritance.’ 

Nebuchadnezzar was a real king who ruled between 605 and 562 BC. 

He ruled the known world of his time. We should learn that our God 

works in the real world. He uses humble servants like Daniel and the 

three Hebrew children. He shows that it is not those who are greatest 

in this world who are the favorites in the world to come; that to be first 

in time does not stop you from being last in eternity. Our God has 

revealed heavenly things, when He said that not many wise, not many 

powerful, not many greats of this world, are called into the kingdom of 

His great Son, Jesus Christ. Some are called, but not many.  

This teaches us further that when we see the place and power and 

prominence of the rich and famous, and consider your own position in 

life, as a humble Christian man or woman, that you should not want to 

trade places with them for anything! Jesus asked, “for what shall it 

profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul?”  



2 
 

Pastor Gorrell was in Chicago this past week, and saw up close the 

immense Trump building downtown. Do you know there are over 250 

buildings with the name Trump on them, and these make up less than 

half of his holdings? 

But God holds all powerful and great men in the palm of His hand. 

The nations are like a drop in the bucket to Him. God owns the cattle 

on every hill, and calls the gold and the silver Mine!  

As great as Nebuchadnezzar was, we learn another lesson as well – 

that this high and mighty ruler fell down and worshipped idols. This 

was a pagan king, who loved empty and false gods, the creations of 

man’s hands. He did not have the answers to life’s greatest questions – 

answers which you and I learn in our humble Sunday school classes! 

So we are going to follow what happened in the 2nd year of his reign, 

when he had a troubling dream. 

1-18 is “The Dream Concealed” 

19-30 is “The Dream Revealed” 

31-49 is “The Dream Unsealed” 

A little more background on this king might be of interest to us. He 

was the eldest of three sons, and his father had founded the 

Babylonian dynasty.  

As the ruler of the armies, Nebuchadnezzar had a great victory by 

defeating Pharaoh Neco and the Assyrians in a very bloody and very 

famous battle of Carchemish. 

This shifted power to the east. His father died in 605 – the same year 

Daniel is taken captive. He ascended the throne in September of that 

year. Jerusalem would fall to him in 597 (his 8th year of ruling). And 
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in 587, another rebellion by the Jews would lead to the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

The king died in Aug or Sept of 562.  

He worshipped a variety of false gods, including Marduk as well as 

Nabu. He was given to great building projects, including the hanging 

gardens and the famous “Procession Way” – a great and wide road in 

the city, flanked by 120 stone lions, leading to the famous Ishtar gate 

into great Babylon. 

And with that background, we find ourselves in the 2nd year of his 

reign – 603. The young men including Daniel have been several years 

now are now at B.U. – Babylon University! 

Again, let us not miss the message here in all of this: 

1. See how God gives us gifts to be used. We repeat what we learned 

back in chapter 1, of the gifts of wisdom and understanding, and 

beyond this, Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams. So barely have these 

gifts been given that now they will be called on to be used. This 

teaches us about the nature of God-given talents. They are not to be 

put on the shelf like trophies, to be admired and kept polished; they 

are for the benefit of others, and to God’s glory.  

2. See secondly how believers are to be a blessing to their pagan 

neighbors. We are going to see how Daniel is the preservative to the 

counsellors and sorcerers of the court. Christian, you are the light of 

the world and the salt of the earth. What does salt do? People say, 

makes us thirsty. But that is not right. Salt was the refrigeration of the 

ancient world, stopping the meat from going bad. So are believers. 

Had there been ten righteous men in Sodom or Gomorrah, they would 

have remained until this day. 
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3. There are lessons also regarding tyranny on the part of those in 

authority. Look at the awful response of the king when he does not get 

the answer he wants! How terrible! How awful! And he would not be 

the last. Look at how cruel and evil rulers are against their own 

people! Monstrous! Do you know that when it comes to murder and 

taking of life, more have died in the last hundred years at the hand of 

their own rulers, or the hand of their own parents, than at the hand of a 

foreign enemy! 

4. Lastly, see the weakness of fallen man, of producing his own 

remedies for his problems. Human answers fall short, even though we 

look to them over and over, no matter how they fail. No matter what 

rewards the king offers, or what threats the king raises, the ways of 

man to save are empty, weak, even harmful rather than the cure. Look 

at our world today, and the answers being offered for all sorts of 

mental problems! People are going to therapists in record numbers. 

And what is the answer? Drugs. Just numb the mind! 

Well, let us come then to the dream. The Lord had told Moses how He 

would reveal Himself and His ways in special dreams.  

We dare not liken this form of speech to our ordinary dreams, which 

come from our own troubled hearts. But God would reveal Himself to 

prophets in this special way.  

But this king is no prophet, but a pagan ruler, and this is a unique 

situation. What can we say about it? 

1. Well first of all, it was a troubling dream, which led him to lose 

sleep over it. I don’t believe the text limits this to one night, but it 

could have been a repeated affair. We wonder if he didn’t awake in a 

cold sweat, or shaking from fear. In the end, He is quite rattled about 

it. 
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2. Secondly, the dream troubled him enough that he must have the 

answer; he felt it terrifying enough that he must get to the bottom of it 

- so the wise men are called in verse 2. This is the king’s dream team, 

demanded by the king for an answer. 

3. Thirdly, he apparently remembered enough of the dream to trouble 

him and to call for his men, and at the same time he was not able to 

recall the dream in detail. Some want to say that he did know the 

dream, and would test his counsellors; after all, how would he know if 

the dream report were true when they answered? But it seems best, as 

all of us have experienced, that something unremembered can still be 

at the edge of our minds, and when recalled, recognized as true. So we 

come to this most unusual request – demanding not only the 

interpretation but the dream itself. 

A few thoughts here then on this scene: 

1. What a sad picture of one who has a sense of something very 

important yet he turns to sooth-sayers, wizards, and magicians to 

discover the meaning. This is a sad picture of man - deeply troubled, 

and turning to more troubled fountains for help, instead of to the 

waters of life in Christ. We talk in the medical world of a cure that is 

worse than the disease. Isn’t that the case here in a most profound 

sense! We see it continuing today – people who are on the edge of 

eternity, burdened with sin and the curse, look to false religion, the 

new age movement, to horoscopes and the occult, for a remedy. 

2. See how turning to the Lord God and His Word is always best and 

right for us. Whatever your needs, your troubles, your headaches, the 

Word holds forth the right and good answer for us - true, clear, and 

sufficient. The thoughts of men are a broken reed and cannot be rested 

in. And can’t we include the philosophies of men here – our world is 
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filled with really smart brains trying to account for all of our existence 

without God. And that is folly, no matter what your IQ is. 

3. What is the meaning of his dream is ultimately going to spell out 

the end of all wizardry and sorcery! God's plan for the ages centers not 

on the kingdom of Babylon and its fruitless ways which fail and fall; 

but on the Kingdom of God in Christ which like a great rock smashes 

the feet of the city of man. Wherever the gospel and the Bible go, 

there it exposes the fraud of false or fake religion. 

Now we need to note here that with verse 4, the book of Daniel begins 

uniquely a lengthy section written, not in Hebrew but in Aramaic - 

extending all the way through the end of chapter 7. This indicates that 

this message was meant not just for Israel, and not just for that local 

situation in Babylon in the early 6th century BC. This is for all the 

nations to consider.  

This verse also begins the lively exchange between the king and his 

counsellors, his “brain-trust,” if we dare call them that. There is a 

back and forth here. 

1. The servants enter and are eager to interpret what the dream means - 

4 

2. The King replies sharply in 5-6: tell me the dream and the meaning; 

if so, I will grant the highest prizes; if not, I will tear your life apart, 

both your body and house! Literally in the original: “you shall be 

made into limbs!” Meaning perhaps being cut in quarters by the sword 

or by bent trees ripping them apart. Very cruel. The sword is put to 

their neck. 

3. The same reply is given as in verse 4 – “tell us the dream” – then 

we can look into our magical treasure chest and come up with 

something for you. 
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4. 8-9 is where the king begins to get angry and charges them with 

stalling, deceiving, biding time till the request is changed and the king 

might soften his demands. May be when he gets a good nights sleep! 

But the king continues his firm stance. 

5. The reply is in verse 10ff: 

5a. This is never asked in this way, in any place, by any ruler, of any 

men: no man on earth. They argue that this is not how it is done. And 

indeed, it wasn’t. Consider Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream 

of the cows. 

5b. They complain in verse 11 that this could only rarely be expected, 

and that of gods, who dwell not with flesh and blood. You can see 

how this is setting things up for the Lord to be acknowledged when 

Daniel replies. 

6. The king now replies in anger, and decrees the destruction of all 

these so-called wise men; this would include Daniel and his friends. 

Thus the tenseness is felt. 

This brings us then to just dip our toes into what is going to be the 

answer, the relief that the Lord gives. We see here lastly, in verse 14, 

Daniel's reply of discretion and discernment and divine aid - 

1. He speaks with the bodyguard of the king, ordered to slay the wise 

men. 

2. He asks him why, the reason for, the harshness of the order – v 15. 

3. He requests of the king himself for time, and remarkably is granted 

time. Why the different response? No doubt because he could see a 

difference in Daniel that he was honest and real, that he was not, like 

the others, stalling for time. 
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4. And so Daniel seeks prayer for help and mercy, not from the false 

gods or from false spirituality, but from the true God of heaven – and 

offering her the plea based upon preserving life. See the language 

there in verse 17-18. 

Amazing providence here! Everything is quite upside down for Daniel 

and his friends. In the best days in Israel, such false prophets and 

sorcerers were put to death. But now the true servants of God are 

being lumped in with them. 

Let us stop here then, and close with several important Applications: 

First see that we serve the God of the impossible: 

OUR God can do what is impossible to the flesh or to the mere mind 

of men. Our God is especially a God of knowledge, with whom 

nothing can be hid. A God who can reveal secrets. A God who knows 

the hearts of all men. Our God has true prophets and apostles who 

know what only God can know. These things are revealed for our true 

and eternal benefit. Our God is greater than the false gods of all the 

kingdoms of the earth combined; even the greatest deities of the 

greatest nations like Babylon. As with Egypt, Babylon's gods cannot 

stand up to the incomparable Lord of glory. 

Oh what confidence should be yours, believer! You have a true God – 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! You are not in the shoes of a 

Nebuchadnezzar who has to turn to such empty things to find an 

answer for your troubles. Do not look to this present, evil and dark age 

when you have such a Savior who will answer you exceedingly and 

abundantly above all that you ask or think. 

Second, see here the power of prayer: Daniel does not turn to his 

fears or frustrations or complain how unfair this is, but turns to the 

Lord and calls on others to join him in seeking the face of God. This 
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will be a lesson for us next time as well, but let me ask you: when you 

are in trouble, when you are at the end of your rope, when you are 

disappointed in your circumstances or in some kind of loss – where 

are you turning? Do you consult flesh and blood, or do you turn to 

your Maker and Redeemer? 

Have you noticed that there are two kinds of weaknesses in this 

regard? There are believers who can trust the Lord when everything is 

going ok with them, but when they have great trials, then they look to 

themselves and have a problem calling out on Christ. And there are 

others who are rather self-sufficient when all goes well, and only cry 

out in earnest when the testing comes. Which one are you? We are to 

trust in the Lord at all times – in sunshine and in rain; in the valleys 

and on the mountain tops. Pray always! 

Thirdly, see the greatness of God here over the kingdoms of men. 

Though Israel is captive and sent into this strange land as a 

punishment, a chastisement, and put into chains and bondage; God is 

not so. We tend to mold God to our circumstances, the He can only 

work when the details around us are right. But that is faulty thinking. 

He is the Author of the rise and fall of nations. He determines how and 

when Jerusalem will fall, and how and when Babylon will fall, and 

how and when the Persians will arrive. Recall, Jerusalem is not yet 

fallen at this point. But their days are numbered. It is the Lord who 

gives power to men to rule, and not man. Our God knows the end from 

the beginning. He ordains whatsoever comes to past. 

One last application then: This true God who reveals mysteries, who 

reveals this particular dream, and unfolds the futures not only of 

Babylon but of three more kingdoms, Persia, Greece and Rome – and 

at last brings forth His kingdom in His beloved Son; this God reveals 

mysteries still. This God has revealed the greatest of life’s mysteries, 

in the gospel of His Son. Your Bibles are treasure of incomparable 
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wisdom and wealth and wonders. Where did we come from? How did 

we get here? Why are we here? Why is there such difficulty in life? 

Why is there death? Where did death come from? What happens after 

death? Why do I feel guilty? What is sin? What will do with my sin? 

What is the answer for my sin? How can a man be just with God? Can 

we know this God, and live with Him forever? These answers and 

many more are stored up in the 66 books of the Old and New 

Testaments. These are answered in the cross; the mystery revealed in 

Christ. Daniel is going to find the answer that leads to his salvation, 

the salvation of the Jews, and the salvation of the world.  

We have life’s answers that our neighbors are thinking about, that are 

waking them up in the middle of the night, at 3 in the morning. And 

saying, ‘why am I here?’ ‘what is my life all about?’ ‘what is going to 

happen to me as I get older, if I get older, and when I die?’ 

You have the answer to these questions. God equip you to use your 

Bibles. God equip you to use this sword – to use the balm of Gilead – 

this life-giving message, for those in the dark, who turn to blackness 

for help, when the light of life abides in your hearts! 

Oh, shine for Jesus! Next time – the dream revealed. 


