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STUDY ELEVEN 

The Holy Spirit with the  
Father and the Son (1) 

INTRODUCTION: CREATION WITH  
A VIEW TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

We do not wish to be repetitive, but must resume our theme  
of the Spirit, the plan of God, and salvation history. We have 
seen that man’s glorification was planned before time, and that 
salvation is no mere expedient to meet a contingency, but the 
intention of God from before time. We have seen that the 
Father, the Son and the Spirit have worked continually to effect 
this plan, and are now working. The prophecies leave no doubt 
that the end purpose will be achieved. When it is achieved then 
God as Father will be glorified in and by the perfection and 
presence of His people because they will represent the true fruit 
and end of salvation, truly glorified humanity. 
 We have traced the work of the Father, the Son and the 
Spirit, firstly in the Old Testament with the patriarchs, Israel, 
and the prophets. We have seen the theme of the people of 
God and its blossoming in the New Testament. Messiah, 
wholly by the Spirit, completes his work of salvation, defeat-
ing evil and laying the basis for man to come to new birth, 
redemption and adoption. With this we have seen that the 
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Spirit applies the work of Christ, is present in the church, and 
leads the people of God on to the eschaton. When that has 
happened, as we have noted above, the plan will be completed 
in glorification. 
 In treating the new era, the era of the new covenant, the 
Spirit, and the church, we have majored largely on the personal 
salvation and sanctification of those incorporated in the new 
covenant. We have guarded ourselves somewhat by pointing out 
that salvation is not something which is individualistic, even 
though it is personal. It must not be privatised, and even devo-
tion and piety must be wholesome and holistic. Such salvation 
happens in the context of the people of God and the full plan of 
the Father. We are thus led on naturally to the church and the 
work of the Spirit, and this must be discussed in its widest 
context and perspective. We will not be able to avoid covering 
some ground already traversed under former subject headings. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE FATHER  
AND THE SON 

In the Old Testament we have reference to the Holy Spirit but 
for the most part we speak of God as Yahweh, as the Lord, as 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Not until we come to 
the New Testament do references to the Logos or Word take 
on much delineation. True, the Holy Spirit can be seen as an 
hypostasis, but it does seem that the New Testament emphasis 
is what delineates the Spirit as an hypostasis. What then is the 
Old Testament truth of God as Father and does this imply an 
eternal Son, as New Testament references such as Hebrews 
1:2 and Galatians 4:4 with their allied Scriptures of John 1: 
1–3 (the Logos), Colossians 1:15–17 and 1 Corinthians 8:6 
suggest? 
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 If we take Paul’s view as supported by pagan writers in Acts 
17:25–28, then Adam was created as a son, and men may even 
have been determined to be sons. The comparison of the need to 
conquer in Genesis l:28ff. with Revelation 21:7 may also indi-
cate that true humans were (true) sons of God. However, it is in 
Israel that we find two aspects: (i) covenant Israelites are child-
ren of God (Deut. 14:1; Isa. 63:16; 64:8; cf. Mal. 2:10, amongst 
other references); and (ii) Exodus 4:22 and Hosea 11:1 with 
other indications show that Israel, as a people, was God’s son. 
 These references take on significance, especially when the 
man Jesus is said to be the Son incarnate (John 1:14) and also 
the Logos incarnate. Hebrews 1:2 gives him eternal reference, 
and the use of ‘one God, the Father’ in 1 Corinthians 8:6 links 
him with ‘one Lord, Jesus Christ’. This perhaps would not be 
significant except that each New Testament letter speaks of 
‘The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’. Christ’s own 
teaching points to eternal being with God, and with God as 
Father (cf. John 17:1–5, 24, and the references to being the Son 
and being sent by the Father). 
 For the Jews there would have to be prior reference to such 
a Son, and the New Testament brings into constant use Psalm 
2, especially linking the Messiah with the King (anointed one) 
and the Son. This figure is Messiah–King–Son. The coming 
Messiah who was to be King was old enough coinage, and the 
Messiah–King was related to the kingdom of God. It can be 
shown that Psalm 2 (esp. vv. 7–8), is used concerning Jesus’ 
baptism, transfiguration, death, resurrection and ascension.1 
As we will see it is also linked with his ongoing mission in  
the world (cf. Ps. 2:8 and Acts 1:8, ‘the ends of the earth’, ‘the 
uttermost part of the earth’). 

                                                
1  For a full treatment of these elements see my book The Person and Work of 

Christ (NCPI, Blackwood, 2007). 
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 One thing which it is not easy to define, especially in 
John’s gospel, is whether Jesus always claims Sonship as 
being prior to his incarnation, and that the promises and pre-
rogatives he exercises belong to that prior Sonship, or whether 
he is claiming that having become flesh he is given these, as a 
man. It does not greatly matter, for what emerges in the 
overall picture is that: (i) he is eternally Son; and (ii) he is, as 
man, truly the Son of God. Some would see, especially in the 
synoptic gospels, that he is primarily Messianic Son,2 that is, 
that as man he is anointed to be the Son of God, and complete 
the work of being Messiah of the kingdom, and to establish 
the kingdom. 
 When we come to the epistles we see they treat his work as 
the fulfilment of the prophecies and are not worried that 
God’s Fatherhood, as such, has not been fully explicated in 
Old Testament times. They see it fully explicated in the incar-
nation of the Logos and in the ministry he has effected. With 
this they see the Spirit as the one who not only revelates 
Fatherhood and Sonship but also communicates its fruits and 
benefits to man in the present. The revelation of essential 
Fatherhood (and Sonship) may have come late in man’s 
history, but it is certain that God did not become Father. He 
was always the Father, just as the Son was always the Son—
the gospel and the Spirit have revealed this truth. 
 Our task is to see how this Fatherhood and Sonship relate 
in at least two areas: (i) the kingdom of God; and (ii) the 
church, the body of Christ. 

                                                
2  Doubtless a Jew could accept that in some sense Messiah was a son of God. 

The gospels seem to make Messiah and Son to be synonymous or virtually 
synonymous. See Matt. 16:16; 26:63; cf. John 1:49 with 1:41. 
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD—FATHERHOOD,  
SONSHIP AND THE SPIRIT 

In old times, and even in modern times, the king or ruler of 
the people has been seen to be, or desired to be, the father of 
his people. There is plenty of evidence for this idea. Since 
fathers, notoriously, have become despots, or been seen as 
despots by revolutionaries, so have kings and leaders. Never-
theless, ideally, the king is father. 
 The kingdom of God is the kingdom of the Father. This is 
so creationally. This is the thrust of Paul’s message to those of 
Athens (Acts 17:24–28). Paul continues his message by 
pointing to the utter futility of idolatry. God must be seen as 
Father. At the same time He is ‘The God who made the world 
and everything in it . . . Lord of heaven and earth’. In Matthew 
25:34 Jesus said, ‘Then the King [now Jesus] will say to those 
at his right hand, “Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” ’. 
It seems the Father prepared it. Jesus taught in the Lord’s 
prayer that we were to say, ‘Our Father . . . Thy Kingdom 
come’. Here the King and the Father are the one. Notice too in 
the same prayer that the Father provides for His children, but 
also demands His will to be done, in the kingdom. The king-
dom is (now) contested by evil, but He will always overcome 
and deliver His children. 
 In addition, the sermon on the mount has as its basic sub-
ject the kingdom of God. One must first seek this and the 
heavenly Father will provide all that is necessary. 
 The kingdom is never directly called ‘the kingdom of the 
Father’ but there are many such references. The one in the 
Lord’s prayer is very clear. Jesus on at least two occasions 
spoke of doing the will of his Father (Matt. 7:21ff.; 12:49–
50). No one will enter the kingdom who does not do the will 
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of the Father (his Father). On one occasion Jesus encouraged 
his disciples to press on in regard to the kingdom: ‘Fear not, 
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom’ (Luke 12:32). In Luke 22:28–29 he speaks of 
having been appointed a (i.e., the) kingdom by his Father, and 
so appoints them a (i.e., the) kingdom. In Colossians 1:13 
(NKJV) it is called ‘the kingdom of the Son of His love’. All 
we need to see here is that the Father is the King and that 
uniquely Christ is the Son of the Father, the King, and by 
entrance into the kingdom we, too, become sons of the Father–
King. 

THE SPIRIT AND THE KINGDOM 

 We have already seen in the Old Testament that the out-
pouring of the Spirit was related to the restoration of the 
kingdom to Israel, or as we now prefer, the full coming of  
the kingdom. This is seen in two ways: (i) the anointing of the 
Messiah of the kingdom (Isa. 11:1f.; 61:1f.), in Psalm 2 this 
anointed one is the Son–King; and (ii) the pouring out of  
the Spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2; Isa. 32:15; etc.). Thus with 
the coming of John the Baptist, who was filled with the Spirit 
from his mother’s womb, came the immediate promise of  
the kingdom, of the forgiveness of the kingdom, and of the 
outpouring or baptism with the Spirit. On John’s heels fol-
lowed Jesus who himself was anointed as Messiah–Son, and 
who declared the kingdom to be right at hand. 
 Following this, Jesus as Messiah is aided, empowered and 
led by the Spirit (Acts 10:38; Luke 4:17ff.; Matt. 12:28). We 
saw that not only in his birth and baptism, but also in his 
temptation, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension, the 
Spirit was present in power. This all related to, ‘if [I]  by  
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the Spirit of God . . . then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you’. We noted that his death–resurrection–ascension events 
were to seal the victory of the kingdom, so that the kingdom 
could now be proclaimed as an incontrovertible fact, and as 
conclusive and present in power (1 Cor. 4:20). 
 We can come to no other conclusion, especially when we 
look at the action in the Acts, that it is: (i) in the power and 
purpose of the Spirit; and (ii) that it is the proclamation and 
action of the kingdom. The first is so evident as to need little 
documentation. We read, time and again, ‘And he [they] being 
filled with the Spirit . . . ’ Thus the action happens. In the second 
case—the proclamation of the kingdom—we need to remember 
that as the kingdom came upon people with proclamation in the 
gospels and Acts (Matt. 12:28; Luke 10:9; Acts 8:4–5, 12; 
10:38) healings occurred and demons were exorcised and 
people came to peace. The proclamation and the action are 
normally the one (see Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31 and con-
texts). 
 In all this action the three elements are present which  
John promised—the kingdom, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
Spirit. Hence when Jesus’ Lordship is sealed by the cross–
resurrection–ascension complex of events, it is the Spirit who 
proclaims Jesus as Lord, who upholds Christ’s Sonship, and 
revelates the Father (John chs. 14–16; 1 Cor. 2:4f.; 12:3;  
1 Thess. 1:5; 1 Pet. 1:12; etc.). 

The Son, the Spirit and the Kingdom 

 John’s gospel gives us a superb description of Jesus as the 
Son, doing nothing but the Father’s will, being one with the 
Father, saying only what He prompts, doing only what He 
requires, even to the death of the cross, yet whilst this is not 
styled after the same manner in the synoptic gospels it is no 
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less present. Luke 10:21ff. and Matthew 11:25–28 show us 
that all his action was that of the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. No one knows the Son save the Father, and the Father 
save the Son and he to whom the Son is pleased to reveal 
Him. 
 Nevertheless the Son works in relationship to the kingdom. 
He is Son of the King. That is why true Israelites are ‘sons of 
the kingdom’, as they are ‘sons of the prophets’ and ‘sons of 
the covenant’ (cf. Matt. 8:12; Acts 3:25). When the work of 
the kingdom is to pass from Jesus, as such, to his followers 
(Luke 22:28–29; cf. 12:32) then they too will need the same 
anointing which he required and received as Messiah–Son. 
This is the anointing they are promised and we must see it in 
its context. 
 In Acts 1:3–11 we see the following: Jesus spoke of the 
kingdom for forty days. Finally he said they would be baptised 
in the Spirit not many days hence. Because of the Old Testa-
ment context of kingdom and the Spirit’s outpouring they 
concluded the kingdom was about to be restored to Israel. 
Whilst he did not deny this or affirm it, he simply pointed out 
that in what they were going to do—be witnesses to him—they 
would need the anointing (baptism) of the Spirit. Then they 
would have power. What power? Power to witness. Witness to 
what? To Messiah. Witness where? To the ends of the earth. 
All of this pointed back to Psalm 2:6ff. The Son is to ask and 
(so) receive the nations for his inheritance (cf. Heb. 1:2) and 
‘the ends of the earth’ (Acts l:8b; Ps. 2:8) for his possession. 
Conclusion: the kingdom will not be only for Israel, but uni-
versal. They will need the Spirit’s anointing for the (world-
wide and time-long) task of the kingdom. 
 Anointed, he was Son. Anointed, they will be like the Son. 
They will be sons. They will be ‘sons of the kingdom’. By all 
this we mean that Messiah’s work will go on under his 
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direction (‘Jesus is Lord!’) and the Spirit’s immediate leader-
ship for, ‘as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God’ (AV). Thus the program of 1 Corinthians 15:24–
28 (cf. Heb. 10:12–13; Rev. 10:1–7; 11:15) will be completed 
by the sons, that is, the ‘Messiah-ites’ who, being baptised in 
the Spirit, are also anointed for the task of the kingdom, or, to 
put it another way, those who, having the Spirit of His Son 
(cf. Matt. 10:20) will share the sonship of the Son, and so do 
the will of the Father, the King of the kingdom. By this we 
mean that Christ will have the nations of the world for his 
inheritance and the ‘ends of the earth’ for his possession (Ps. 
2:8), but he has them by the sons who, anointed of the Spirit, 
share in that fulfilment of the Father’s promise to the Son. 
 What then does it mean for the sons to pray to the Father, 
‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven’, if it does not mean in the here-and-now the children 
are sharing in the battling of the kingdom, or as Paul says, ‘the 
kingdom of God, for which you are suffering’ (2 Thess. 1:5)? 
If not, then there is no need to fear the testing in which they 
may fall and the evil from which they ask the Father’s 
deliverance. Only a mind gripped by moralistic thinking could 
think of obedience within the kingdom as keeping the law, as 
such, or as a privatised devotion which in its inverted exercise 
evades the world-wide and time-wide battle and action, the 
action which the Spirit empowers, and for which he anoints. 
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