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Review: 
 
JACOB WRESTLES WITH THE ANGEL 
 
Genesis 32: 22-32 
 As we enter this episode it is important to realize that there are many differing 
views on the interpretive schema of this section of Scripture. Typical departure from the 
Whole Council of God leads one to miss the significance of these events. Some 
commentators fail to account for Christ as Messiah, Second Person of the Trinity and 
making preincarnate appearances. Some simply do not see the significance of Jacob’s 
name change nor understand it, so speculations abound. Finally the purpose of the assault 
is seemingly debatable as well. 
 Initially Jacob moved the entire family south of the river Jabbok to allow a hasty 
retreat if the encounter with Esau proved adversarial. So in verse twenty-two Jacob 
crossed the Jabbok River, which was a border between Gilead, and the area, which later 
became Ammon. Therefore he left Gilead and when into the country of Ammon. It was 
nighttime when he rose up and took his women, and children with him and crossed over 
the stream with them and all their possessions. Now they were closer to the Promise Land 
but not in it yet. We can see from the map below that they were still on the east side of 
the River Jordan. 
 What Jacob did was to leave his family and possessions on the south side of the 
Jabbok River and then go by himself back to the north side. He was probably checking to 
insure that all the possessions had been moved to the south side of the Jabbok. This 
isolation set the stage for the third appearance of God to Jacob. The text says that “there 
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.”  The Hebrew word for wrestled is 
a word play on the word for the river, Jabbok. The Hebrew word for wrestling is found 
only here in the Bible. It is another hapax legomenon. The word is vayaahvaak ַוֵּיָאֵבק 
and it means to wrestle or get dusty. It comes from the root avak, which is dust. So the 
basic meaning of this passage is that Jacob got dusty while wrestling. It is also a word 
play on his name, which has the same root as Jabbok. We get the picture from the 
Hebrew language of tying all three entities (Jacob, wrestling and Jabbok) to an important 
event through the Hebrew word plays. 
 Jacob then wrestled with one that had the appearance of a man. We know this to 
be the Angel of Jehovah or a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Bereshit Rabbah says it was the guardian angel of Esau (BR 77: 3). Whether it was 
Esau’s guardian angel or not, Hosea 12: 5 identifies the “man” as an angelic being and 
not an earthly man. The wrestling went on all night until the morning. The text says that 
the angel did not prevail against Jacob. This is not because He was not able. Angels are 
significantly stronger then men. It was because He wanted the struggle to last. Jacob was 
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going to come out of it a better more refined man. Finally when the Lord wanted the 
wrestling to end He gave Jacob’s thigh a debilitating supernatural blow like Isaiah 
received in Isaiah 6: 7. As a result Jacob’s hip was dislocated. Still Jacob would not 
release his hold on the Angel until He blessed him. Interestingly the Angel asks Jacob his 
name and he answers “Jacob.” The Angel then said, “Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel: for thou hast striven with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”  So 
God calls Jacob Israel, which in Hebrew is ִיְׂשָרֵאל Yisrael, or a combination of the two 
Hebrew words sarah and el and it literally means “he who strives with God.” The word 
plays offer significance to our understanding of Israel and Jacob. He strove with Laban, 
Esau and God Himself as he took the Abrahamic Covenant he was prophecied to receive. 
It would have been given to him but God allowed him to conspire with Rebecca against 
Esau and Isaac to take the covenant on his own. Further, Esau was unworthy, as the Bible 
tells us that Esau despised his birthright (Genesis 25: 34; Hebrews 12: 16-17). The 
history of the Nation Israel clearly fulfills this struggling with the Arabs and God as well 
as the Jews continually turned from Him to follow after the pagan nations around them. 
What we see in the word play of the word “Israel” is that God fought for Jacob and God 
will fight for Israel. Even though they sin terribly, God will be on their side in all the 
world’s nations that seem to transpire against them (Jeremiah 31: 35-37). 
 This story ends with Jacob asking the Angel to identify Himself. The Angel 
responds with a question just as He did to Manoah, Samson’s father (Judges 13: 18). He 
says, “Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name?”  In the Judges passage, which is 
very similar, the Angel answers and says, “Seeing it is wonderful.” He does not answer 
here in the Genesis passage, but it is the same God. In the same circumstances He is so 
named in Hebrew as wonderful which is pele ֶּפֶלא  and only used with God in the 
Hebrew Bible. We see the same word used of the Lord Jesus in a well-known Messianic 
passage (Isaiah 9: 6). This is Jesus making a preincarnate appearance. 

The angel at Jacob’s request blesses him and Jacob renames the place on the north 
side of the river Jabbok Peniel: for, said he, “I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved.” Peniel literally means in Hebrew, “The Face of God.”  Jacob is 
acknowledging that the Angel is indeed God and he has been preserved through the 
struggle and will be preserved in the struggles with Esau and the world in general as it 
turns against Israel. 
 The last verse speaks to an eating tradition the Jews used to embrace regarding 
this event. They used to remove the arteries and tendons of meat before it was prepared 
for consumption in commemoration of this event, the origin of Israel. Later it was not 
incorporated into Rabbinic Law and it not considered kosher today. Nevertheless some 
Jews practice this ritual. This was the original practice though, to remember the origin of 
Israel and the struggles they have and will encounter until Jesus returns. 
 
JACOB MEETS WITH ESAU  
 
Genesis 33: 1-17 
 Jacob still thinking that Esau was a threat saw Esau and his four hundred soldiers 
coming and prepared for the worst by dividing the camp again. This time the divisions 
would be in three sections. The handmaids and their children first, followed by Leah and 
her children with his favorite Rachel and her son Joseph in the rear. Being brave and 
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acting as a protective father he moved himself up to the front and approached Esau and 
was prepared to suffer the brunt of the attack should it come. As Jacob approaches Esau’s 
presence he humbles himself by bowing low to the ground seven times. Esau responds by 
kissing Jacob in a warm embrace. Esau and Jacob both wept which indicated they were 
again brothers and Esau had forgiven Jacob. 
 Esau then met with Jacob’s family, as Jacob remains subservient to Esau calling 
himself Esau’s servant. All of Jacob’s family in the divided sections approach Esau and 
bow to him. Esau then accepts Jacob’s gifts while trying to refuse, as he is wealthy too. 
After this Esau offers Jacob an escort to his entourage. Jacob begs off since their children 
and some of the cattle could not keep up the pace of Esau and his army. He tells Esau that 
he should go at his own pace and Jacob will catch up with him at Seir. Jacob did not go to 
Seir though as the text tells us following these passages. Esau as a parting offer of an 
escort said he could leave some of his men as an armed escort. Jacob refused and when 
on his way to Succoth not Seir. Rabbis say the meeting of Jacob and Esau in Seir will 
take place in the Messianic Kingdom. Jacob was still on the east side of the Jordan and 
apparently stayed there for quite some time as he built a home and enclosures for his vast 
flocks. 
 Then Jacob after some time went to the “Land.” He moved to Shechem in Canaan 
and encamped there. He bought land and began to settle there near the tribe of Hamor. He 
bought the property for four hundred pieces of money. This is another example of a 
Jewish purchase of some land in Israel. Years later this is where the bones of Joseph 
would be re-buried (Joshua 24: 32).  
 
Today’s Message: 
 
THE RAPE OF DINAH 

1And Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she bare unto Jacob, went out to see 
the daughters of the land. 2And Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the 
prince of the land, saw her; And he took her, and lay with her, and humbled 
her. 3And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the 
damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 4And Shechem spake unto his 
father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. 5Now Jacob heard that he 
had defiled Dinah his daughter; and his sons were with his cattle in the field: 
and Jacob held his peace until they came. 6And Hamor the father of Shechem 
went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 7And the sons of Jacob came in 
from the field when they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were 
very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s 
daughter; which thing ought not to be done (ASV 1901). 

 
 This section of Scripture begins the terrible story of Dinah’s rape and subsequent 
retaliation by her birth brothers Levi and Simeon. There are several troubling situations 
which we will see this chapter. First, Jacob was supposed to be on the way from Paddan-
Aram to Bethel where his father and mother lived. He had not seen them for twenty plus 
years and they had never met his wives and children. He was on the way to be with them 
(Genesis 31: 18 etc.) when he stopped in Shechem. He should have kept going and not 
mingled with the Canaanites for they were staunch pagans and did not know the God of 
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Israel. Such would be the temptation that would plague this nation throughout their 
existence. They were commanded to be separate and they would mingle even to the point 
of marrying into the pagans and adopting their idolatrous ways turning from the God that 
gave them the unique Covenant separating them out from the rest of the world as God’s 
people. 

 
                  Jacob Travelled from Jabbok to Shechem (Map from Logos Software) 
 
 
 He knew he should not mingle with the Canaanites as his father told him not to 
marry a Canaanite woman (Genesis 28: 1).  In fact when Jehovah God appeared to him 
he made a vow to return to Bethel not Shechem (Genesis 28: 21). So by Jacob settling in 
Shechem, buying property, and building a house he was not in too much of a hurry to 
keep his vow. This ugly episode in the history of Israel demonstrates divine intervention 
by Jehovah to move Jacob to the spot where God wanted him and Jacob had vowed to be. 
The struggle with the Angel of Jehovah (Genesis 33: 24-32), which was indicative of the 
struggling Jacob and his people, would have throughout their history. This is one of those 
instances. 
 Dinah was the young birth sister of Simeon and Levi all born to Leah. The text 
identifies Dinah with Leah as opposed to Jacob bringing to mind the loveless relationship 
Leah had with Jacob. She was probably in her mid teens and her brother in their early 
twenties. They were a polygamous family and must have struggled to maintain some 
consistent spiritual instruction. The natural inclination of people is to seek companionship 
within their age group. Dinah went out to see the daughters of the land. There was 
probably some rebelliousness in her character influenced by her mother’s unloved 
relationship with her father as well as her being a teenager. The problem here is that the 
Canaanites had a very low moral character and Jacob should not have exposed his family 
to this group by setting up residence there. It was an implicit endorsement of them by 

Jacob&Traveled&from&
Jabbok&to&Shechem&
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taking steps of establishing permanent residence there (purchasing land and home). 
Hence the blame for this situation falls square on his shoulders. Finally, this is the first 
time in the Bible where a Jewish woman is socializing with the pagan Canaanites. 
 While she is out with her friends Shechem the son of the town’s king Hamor is 
attracted to her. Her knowledge of Jehovah God would provide a special glow to her 
countenance making her attractive to others. Those that know God have an identifiable 
desirability to them, which makes others, want what they have. He took her, and lay with 
her, and humbled her. The Hebrew text uses the stronger direct object of grammar for she 
indicating without a doubt that she was raped. This was forced, not a consensual sexual 
encounter. In fact the word for humbled is anah ָעָנה  and it means to be put down or 
brought low. It is not a pleasant situation to be put into. She was treated as a common 
slovenly girl, which caused her to feel degraded. She now had no chance of ever having a 
valid marriage.  
 In Genesis 34: 3 Shechem her rapist ends up falling in love with Dinah (he loved 
the damsel). This is directly opposite of the attitude of Amnon when he raped Tamar (II 
Samuel 13: 14-15) wherein he hated her after the rape. So now Shechem is professing 
love for Dinah and he keeps her in his home. Even though he said he loved her she was 
still essentially a prisoner in his home. He then asks his father to obtain her as his wife. 
Interestingly, the Hebrew word for damsel in verse three is naara, which means a young 
woman. However the word, which is translated into English as damsel in verse four, is 
yaldah, which is child.  Shechem knows what he has done. He raped a child, called her a 
young woman to her face and now approaches his father explaining the situation and asks 
him to get her as his wife. This realization by Shechem according to the Mid-Eastern 
customs of that time required him to legally obtain her father’s permission to enter into a 
marriage contract with him. So this is additional motivation to marry Dinah. 
 Jacob discovers the nature of the situation and he says nothing. He waited until 
his sons came in from working in the field to confide in them. Now Jacob did not know 
all that happened since it was behind closed doors at Shechem’s house but he knew that it 
was bad and Dinah was not released to come home. About the same time as Jacob’s sons 
came home Hamor was visiting with a proposal for him. The sons were understandably 
very grieved about what had happened to their sister. The text says, and the men were 
grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with 
Jacob’s daughter. The word for folly means a godless act, which pollutes families and 
breaks up tribes as well as dividing man and God. The Hebrew word for folly is nevalah, 
which is used thirteen times in the OT and eight of those times it means a sexual crime 
(Genesis 34: 7; Deuteronomy 22: 21; Judges 19: 23; 19: 24; 30: 6; 20: 10; II Samuel 13: 
12; Jeremiah 29: 23). This is also the first appearance of the word Israel referring to the 
whole group. The family now was seen as a separate nation with their own national 
identity. This section of Scripture ends with a large understatement characterizing the 
rape as, which thing ought not to be done. 
  
HAMOR NEGOTIATES FOR DINAH 
 
Genesis 34: 8-17 
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8And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem 
longeth for your daughter: I pray you, give her unto him to wife. 9And make 
ye marriages with us; give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters 
unto you. 10And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; 
dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. 11And Shechem 
said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find favor in your eyes, 
and what ye shall say unto me I will give. 12Ask me never so much dowry and 
gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel 
to wife. 13And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father 
with guile, and spake, because he had defiled Dinah their sister, 14and said 
unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is 
uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us. 15Only on this condition 
will we consent unto you: if ye will be as we are, that every male of you be 
circumcised; 16then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take 
your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one 
people. 17But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we 
take our daughter, and we will be gone (ASV 1901). 

 
 Without any reference to the rape or offering an apology, Hamor now proposes 
marriage for Shechem and Dinah. Additionally he proposes that the Israelites intermarry 
with the Canaanites, live with them and engage in trade with them. This is essentially an 
offer of citizenship thereby ending their nomadic life. This was not always available to 
the nomads who usually lived on the periphery of the many city-states with the ancient 
Near East. Soon Hamor will tell a different story (Genesis 34: 23) to his people selling 
them on the concept. He will emphasize the materialistic benefits to them due to Jacob’s 
obvious wealth. Shechem who came to the meeting with Hamor begins to talk and makes 
an offer to Jacob and his sons. He says, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and what ye shall 
say unto me I will give. 12Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according 
as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.” The Jews were well aware of 
the Abrahamic Covenant they inherited which would separate them from the other 
nations but this was an enticing offer. They knew they could not accept his offer but 
nevertheless had to extricate Dinah from Shechem’s house. Shechem is practically 
begging to get Dinah as his wife offering anything the Israelites wanted in return. The 
sons slyly responded by saying, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is 
uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us.”  There is still no mention of the rape 
only Shechem’s desire to marry her and he still has her at his home. The Israelites only 
know of the rape through third parties who told Jacob. So in the open negotiations they 
are not addressing any redress for the rape. Each party knows the situation without it 
being revealed in the open. So the sons propose that they will accept Hamor’s offer if 
there is a mass circumcision of all the males in Shechem. This is a calculated deception 
of the part of both parties with the Israelites making a direct attack on the perverse 
sexually immoral religious system the Canaanites followed. The very act of circumcision 
was God given to the Hebrews and they should not have treated it so cavalierly with the 
Canaanites. The sons of Israel left the negotiations with an either/or ultimatum. Either the 
Canaanites took them up on the offer or there was no deal to be had. Dinah then must be 
returned and they would leave the area. 
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THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE CANAANITES 
 
Genesis 34: 18-24 
 

18And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor’s son. 19And the 
young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s 
daughter: and he was honored above all the house of his father. 20And 
Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed 
with the men of their city, saying, 21These men are peaceable with us; 
therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for, behold, the land is 
large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us 
give them our daughters. 22Only on this condition will the men consent unto 
us to dwell with us, to become one people, if every male among us be 
circumcised, as they are circumcised. 23Shall not their cattle and their 
substance and all their beasts be ours? only let us consent unto them, and 
they will dwell with us. 24And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son 
hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was 
circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city (ASV 1901). 

 
 The offer of Jacob’s sons was pleasing to Hamor and Shechem so they agreed to 
proceed because Shechem loved Dinah. They now had the obstacle of convincing the 
men of the city to get circumcised which would give them access to Jacob’s other 
daughters and his wealth in trade relations. The Israelites first attempt at foreign policy as 
a nation would prove odious to the Canaanites. Because the city held Shechem in an 
honored position they agreed to the mass circumcision. Each male in the city was then 
circumcised as agreed. The positive points of benefit to the city would be: 
 

1. The Israelites are peaceful. 
2. If we let them dwell with us trade with be beneficial for us. 
3. The land is large enough for all to live in. 
4. We can exchange women as wives. 
5. We will obtain their cattle and all they have; hence the better part of the bargain. 

 
THE MASS SLAUGHTER 
 
Genesis 34: 25-29 
 

25And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the 
sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took each man his sword, 
and came upon the city unawares, and slew all the males. 26And they slew 
Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out 
of Shechem’s house, and went forth. 27The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, 
and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28They took their 
flocks and their herds and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that 
which was in the field; 29and all their wealth, and all their little ones and 
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their wives, took they captive and made a prey, even all that was in the house 
(ASV 1910). 

 
 The birth brothers of Dinah, Simeon and Levi waited three days which is when 
the pain associated with circumcision will be at its worst. They got swords and stealthily 
attacked the men of the city. Because they had a large advantage they were able to kill all 
the men of the city of Shechem. They got Shechem and Hamor too then rescued Dinah 
from her captivity. Once they started killing they knew they had to kill them all or there 
would be retribution. When that was done they plundered the city. They completely 
sacked the city taking all the women and children captive as well as all of its wealth. 
Hamor sold the circumcision to the city’s men on the basis of them being able to take all 
the Israelites wealth ”Shall not their cattle and their substance and all their beasts be 
ours.” Now it was turned around and he lost all including his life. We can only assume 
that the women and children were absorbed into Israel as servants or slaves. 
 
JACOB’S TROUBLE 
 
Genesis 34: 30-31 
 

30And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me, to make me 
odious to the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites: and, I being few in number, they will gather themselves together 
against me and smite me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. 31And 
they said, Should he deal with our sister as with a harlot (ASV 1901)? 

 
 Jacob could only see trouble from the inhabitants in the nearby nations when they 
hear of his slaughter of the men of Shechem. He was fearful they there would be an allied 
attack on Israel when the other nations discovered the recent events. He did not seem to 
mind the principle only the method of retaliation which Simeon and Levi used to avenge 
and rescue Dinah. They argue that they had to do it because Shechem dealt with Dinah as 
a harlot. When Shechem offered to pay for Dinah he was essentially turning her into a 
prostitute in their eyes. They viewed Jacob as too willing to compromise for a heinous act 
against their sister. The only problem was they went too far in getting retribution for 
Dinah’s defilement. Jacob will remember this on his deathbed, which is given in Genesis 
chapter forty-nine. He did not give either Levi or Simeon their own portion of the Land.  
Finally, there can be no marriage with a Canaanite and an Israelite, the Canaanites must 
be destroyed (Joshua 8: 30-35) and no intermingling with them either. Joshua took 
Shechem without a fight later in Israel’s history because the population recognized it was 
under Israeli suzerainty as a result of the actions recorded here. 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: JACOB RETURNS TO BETHEL, RACHEL DIES AND BENJAMIN IS BORN 
 
Please Call or e-mail with any questions or comments. 
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