
“David Anointed as King” 

1 Samuel 16:8-13 

(Preached at Trinity, June 11, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we’ve seen, Chapter 16 serves as an introduction to David. He is one of the greatest 

figures in the Old Testament.   

In Chapter 15 we saw the sad fall of King Saul. Because of his disobedience to the 

command of God he has forfeited his right to rule and his reign was about to come to a 

crashing end.  

1 Samuel 15:23 NAU - "Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He 
has also rejected you from being king."  

2. Chapter 16 begins the rise of David and the decline of Saul, although we have already 

been observing the decline of Saul almost from the beginning of his reign.  

As the chapter opens God commands Samuel to fill his horn with oil and go to Bethlehem 

to anoint the new king. But God doesn’t identify who he is, only that he will be one of the 

sons of Jesse.  

3. Tension builds as the sons of Jesse are paraded before Samuel. The first son Samuel saw 

was Eliab. He was the oldest and his outward appearance was stunning. He was tall and 

he must have been handsome to the eye because Samuel exclaimed within himself - 

"Surely the LORD'S anointed is before Him."  
But God’s reply was instant and most definite: "Do not look at his appearance or at 

the height of his stature, because I have rejected him"  
"God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart."  

4. Well, this surely would have caused Samuel to take pause. If not this fine specimen of a 

man, Eliab, then who.  

A. Next came the second son, Abinadab. Samuel was a bit more cautious, but 

quickly he receives a word from God:  

V.8 - "The LORD has not chosen this one either."  
B. Next entered the third son, Shammah, and Jesse presented him to Samuel.  

Again, Samuel received the Word of the Lord –  

V.9 - "The LORD has not chosen this one either."  
C. One by one all of Jesse’s sons are brought before Samuel. 

V.10 - "The LORD has not chosen these."  
D. Jesse must have been as perplexed as Samuel. Jesse has brought each one of his 

sons. He must have expected with each one for Samuel to rise and announce, 

“This is the one!!” But with each one there was the announcement of rejection –  

“I have rejected him.” 
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5. Finally, Samuel asks Jesse – V.11 – “Are these all the children?” You can hear the tone 

of confusion. And the confusion probably filled Jesse’s heart as well.  

 There was one son remaining, but he was the youngest and the least in significance in the 

family.  

A. So insignificant David was in his father’s eyes Jesse didn’t even bother to bring 

him to the feast. Jesse tells Samuel, “We left him with the sheep.” 

B. With relief, Samuel commands them to retrieve David -   
V.16 - "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here."  

6. As we saw with Verse 7 God is not moved by the outward appearance. But neither does 

He despise it. We read of David –  

V.12 - "Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance."  
7. Immediately Samuel is commanded – V.12 - "Arise, anoint him; for this is he."  

1 Samuel 16:13 NAU - "Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in 
the midst of his brothers"  

8. What we find with David can be compared with God’s work in our salvation. We can see 

some of the marks of God’s work of grace. I’ll point out three elements of God’s saving 

grace in the lives of the elect.   

 I. We are chosen 

 II. We are called or consecrated 

 III. We are changed 

 

I. We are chosen 

A. David was chosen of God – it was God’s determination to transform him and 

make him king. 

  1. The text makes this clear 

1 Samuel 16:1 NAU - "Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself 
among his sons."  
1 Samuel 16:3 NAU - "you shall anoint for Me the one whom I 
designate to you."  

2. When Samuel was sent to Bethlehem he had no idea who the next king 

would be, but God knew.  

 This was by God’s sovereign decree. By God’s eternal purpose David 

would be God’s king who would reign over a kingdom that would never 

end. He would be the father of the King of kings who would come in the 

linage of David.  

Micah 5:2 NAU - "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little 
to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me 
to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the 
days of eternity."  

3. While this text isn’t speaking specifically of an election unto salvation, the 

similarity of the characteristics is striking 

a. It was by God’s sovereign choice. David was a man after God’s 

own heart. This was a designation placed upon him in eternity. 

1 Samuel 13:14 NAU - "The LORD has sought out for 
Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has 
appointed him as ruler over His people"  
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 b. David will later declare to Saul’s daughter 

2 Samuel 6:21 NAU - "So David said to Michal, "It was before 
the LORD, who chose me above your father and above all his 
house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel; therefore I will celebrate before the LORD."  

 c. It was unconditional 

    V.7 - "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature"  
   d. We should not dismiss the meaning of the Hebrew name, David 

    The name David means “Beloved One.” 

 B. This was the nature of our own election 

1. We were chosen by God’s sovereign election according to His eternal 

purpose.  

  2. It was unconditional – not based upon any foreseen quality 

  3. This took place before the world began 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 NAU - "But we should always give thanks to 
God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth."  
2 Timothy 1:9 NAS - "who has saved us, and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity,"  

 

II. We are called, set apart and consecrated 

 A. Samuel came to anoint David – to declare what God had determined 

1. Samuel was declaring through God’s anointing of David that this is the 

one God had determined to be king, even though he was still but a boy. 

2. Prior to this no one knew that David had been set apart. No one knew that 

he was chosen of God. In fact, he was the least likely among those in his 

family.  

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 NAU - "For consider your calling, brethren, 
that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the 
base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29 so 
that no man may boast before God."  

3. In this sense Samuel stood as a type of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel who 

comes to apply what God had determined from the beginning.  

B. We were chosen in eternity but we are not born Christians 

1. We are born dead in trespasses and sins. We are born under God’s 

condemnation although God has placed His love upon us from eternity. In 

fact, prior to God’s anointing work in the Gospel we might have appeared 

the least likely to be called the children of God. 

2. For the lost election is locked up in God’s eternal decree. We are not told 

to determine if we are chosen and then seek after God. We are told to flee 

from the wrath to come.  
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3. In the Gospel we are brought into the fullness of our inheritance. The Holy 

Spirit comes to bring to pass that which God determined in eternity.  

   By God’s grace, those who are dead in sin are brought to newness of life. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 NAU - "And you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the 
spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among 
them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead 
in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the 
ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them."  

 

III. We are changed 

 A. David was radically changed 

  1. David was but a boy 

 He had spent his life in the shadow of his older brothers. He was the least 

in his house being assigned the task of caring for the family’s flock of 

sheep. Yet, God’s hand had been upon him his entire life.  

  2. With his anointing the Holy Spirit came upon him mightily 

1 Samuel 16:13 NAU - "Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward."  

3. We must remember that the Spirit of God is God. The same God who 

chose David and anointed David also empowered him.  

4. Notice the Holy Spirit came mightily upon David “from that day forward.” 

The Holy Spirit came upon him and remained with him. This can be seen 

with Christ’s baptism as well.  

John 1:32 NAU - "John testified saying, "I have seen the Spirit 
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him."  
a. This is true of all of God’s elect. The Holy Spirit has come upon us 

and will abide with us.  

John 14:16 KJV - "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;"  

   b. Compare this with Saul 

1 Samuel 16:14 NAU - "Now the Spirit of the LORD 
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD 
terrorized him."  
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  4. With the filling of the Holy Spirit we see a radical change in David 

   Look at how David is described just five verses later: 

1 Samuel 16:18 NAU - "Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the 
Bethlehemite who is a skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a 
warrior, one prudent in speech, and a handsome man; and the 
LORD is with him."  

 B. Christians have been radically changed 

1. We have been transformed from death to life – this new birth is referred to 

as regeneration. This supernatural work of God’s grace is described in our 

historical confessions. 

 a. 1689 London Baptist Confession: 

  Chapter 15 – of Repentance unto Life and Salvation: 

Paragraph 3: This saving repentance is an evangelical grace,  

whereby a person, being by the Holy Spirit made sensible of the 

manifold evils of his sin, does, by faith in Christ, humble himself 

for it with godly sorrow, detestation of it, and self-abhorrancy, 

praying for pardon and strength of grace, with a purpose and 

endeavor, by supplies of the Spirit, to walk before God unto all 

well-pleasing in all things. 

b. The SBC Baptist Faith and Message also upholds the necessity of 

this transforming grace: “Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work 

of God's grace whereby believers become new creatures in Christ 

Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through 

conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance 

toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and 

faith are inseparable experiences of grace.” 

  2. This is why Christians hunger and thirst after righteousness 

  3. This is why Christians give themselves in service to Christ.  

 C. It is also true, however, we are progressively transformed 

  1. God’s transforming, sanctifying work is a progressive work of grace.  

2. This is pictured vividly in David’s life. Although the Spirit has come upon 

him mightily, David most likely returned to his work as shepherd.  

a. But David became mighty in trusting God, even as a shepherd. 

1 Samuel 17:34-35 NAU - "But David said to Saul, "Your 
servant was tending his father's sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and took a lamb from the flock,  35 I went out after 
him and attacked him, and rescued it from his mouth; and 
when he rose up against me, I seized him by his beard and 
struck him and killed him."  

b. It would take years before he would finally be coronated as Israel’s 

king. God’s work in his life has only just begun.  

3. As the people of God we will go through many battles and go through 

many trials before entering into the fullness of our inheritance.  
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Conclusion: 
1. This is God’s mighty work of saving grace in us.  

He chose us before the world began. He sent His Spirit to apply to us the atoning work of 

Christ upon the cross. He has filled us with His Spirit that we might live the Christian life.  

2. God gets all the glory because it is all His work alone.  

Ephesians 1:5-6 NAU - "He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the 
glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved."  
Romans 11:36 KJV - "For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen."  


