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1 Peter 2:11-12. The Apostle Peter writes,

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul [that is, sinful desires is the larger 
category there]; 12 Having your conversation [that is, your lifestyle] 
honest among the Gentiles [or the pagans, people around us that don't 
know God]: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may 
by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation [when God will visit us, they will see and glorify God]. 

So it's Memorial Day. We sought to give attention to this already. One of the things that I 
believe that we are as American Christians, that we quite naturally are exhorted to 
remember is what it was or what it is that so many people before us have deemed worthy 
for them to die for and I think most people would say, "Well, it's a country where the 
value and worth and dignity of every human being is upheld and along with that, the 
appropriate freedoms have been bestowed upon us as citizens. Along with that, though, 
the reason why our founding fathers and this approach to government has been so 
embraced and upheld over time is the spiritual and biblical undergirdings of it." We really 
went into this about a couple of weeks ago with regards to the fact that we are to view, as 
Christians we are to view every one of us and every person that we ever come in contact 
with as equally created in God's very own image. And if that's the case, and there are 
many other things to elaborate on about this, the fact that what has made our country so 
worth defending is its biblical moorings and it's original intent to hold up the nature of 
the individual as an image-bearer and so, so many things are in place to protect that.

It's not my intent this morning to go into a biblical worldview as it touches on political 
theory and all that sort of thing, but it's helpful for us to remember this, for that reason, 
for many many, in fact I would argue for the last 200 years, we have seen a slow and 
steady declension and a departure away from our biblical, more God-focused foundation 
and if that's the case, we are in a phase of this declension now that is just completely 
unmistakable, right? You don't have to give an amen to this but the many many 
reminders that we're faced with continually on a daily basis, I think sometimes we reach 
the point where it's even on an hourly basis in the news, we're reminded of how much our 
culture as it is reflected in our government leaders, I believe the culture has gotten us here 
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before our government did. Okay, that's another point we could hash out and really 
debate quite a bit. But if that's the case, we find ourselves in this – I trust that you would 
agree with this – in kind of this rapid accelerated rate of declension and departure away 
from God and the values that he has disclosed to us in his written revelation.

Now, all that to say what? It's happening. What this country has had is changing and to 
some degree, I don't believe we can go back. On the other hand, it doesn't mean that we 
should be silent as Christian people about the horrible injustices and the tremendous 
calling of good, evil, and evil, good. We need to be sensitive to this and be aware of it 
and we need to speak out for it and make sure that we have thought clearly through these 
issues ourselves in a biblically consistent manner as well as to be bold and to be clear 
about these things.

Now, at the same time, there is just a lot of bad stuff happening and I made a point this 
morning, I don't want to go through an actual, specific, tangible list, there are times when 
we do that; it's not my burden or my readiness to do that this morning. Most of you are 
well aware of the kinds of things, at least, that I'm referring to. My question though is: 
what does the Bible say to believers like you and I living in an age such as this as far as 
how is it that God wants us to respond and live in regards to what's going on? Part of us 
remembering the country that God has given to us and the remarkable nature of this 
foundation and these liberties and, in some sense, we can't say enough about that and we 
need to be thankful and understand what he's given to us and still we have freedoms even 
now to worship like this and to speak the way we are, for sure. At the same time, to 
recognize that there is this movement away from God and we're seeing, as this has been 
in place for I believe generations, we're seeing a kind of accelerated, or what's the word? 
A rapidly accelerated rate of the results, the consequences. What if you take morality and 
the conviction of moral absolutes completely out of the school system and out of the 
fabric of our culture and society, what happens as a result? We are seeing the results of it. 
We are. In fact, I think we've been seeing the results, if we've been paying attention, for 
some time.

Now, I want to draw your attention before we go any further to verse 6 of 1 Peter 2. We 
didn't read it earlier, but this whole book of 1 Peter is addressed to believers that are 
living in a corrupt and pagan and anti-God society. That's right, these problems were well 
alive and rampant in the first century of the Christian church and so Peter is writing and 
he's preparing them. He's rousing them as far as how to look at what it is that opposes 
itself to us as God's people, and how we should respond. 

Now, I want to draw your attention to the promise here. Peter writes and he says, 
"Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture," he says, "Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 
corner stone, elect," that's chosen, "precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded." Now, who is the corner stone? We know this, right? This is a quote. I 
believe it's a quote from Psalm...well, this is a quote from Isaiah 28. Yes. And there's a 
similar quote or reference in Psalm...I just can't come up with it today. Do you know 
what I mean? You think it's going to come right there. I believe Psalm 118 is the other 
reference that's coming to mind. I believe. If somebody wants to correct me later, by all 
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means. But this is a promise and the corner stone, the chief stone of that foundation of a 
building that's being built, the chief stone is our Lord Jesus, right? It is, and it says here 
that for people like you and I that have come to genuine, real, life-changing, saving faith 
in him, no matter what this world comes to, no matter the decline of a culture that was 
once friendly to God-fearers and yet it is no longer that way, and who knows what the 
immediate and long-term futures will bring, right? You know, for some people, they're 
like, "You know, everybody's talking doomsdayish and they shouldn't be so negative 
sounding and blah, blah, blah." Well, wait a minute, it is bad. I tend to be, I fancy myself 
as being more of an optimist kind of a person but make no mistake, no, it's bad and it's 
going to get worse. We don't resign ourselves to that by saying there's nothing we can do 
about it. 

No, that's what this message is all about. There is something we can do about it and there 
is the right path that God has called us to in response to it. But it is bad and it's getting 
worse but Jesus said the old prophecy and predictions with regards to the coming of 
Christ and him laying hold for himself a dear and precious and eternal people to himself, 
he says, "No matter how bad this world gets on them, they," that is, you and I, if we have 
come to real faith in him, "they will not be confounded." That's a great word, isn't it? It's 
not a very familiar word to a lot of us today but it has the idea of referring to being 
disappointed, embarrassed, confused. Do you know any believers that talk that way in 
response to what's going on in our world? You know, they're just like, "I just can't believe 
this is happening. This is terrible. What's going to happen to my children and their 
children? And this is horrible. And there is nothing good that can be said about it." Jesus 
said, "No, that's the whole point as to why I came was to keep you from feeling that way 
and coming to those conclusions. That he that trusts in me, he that puts his confidence in 
me will never be confused or disappointed or caught off guard."

Now, my concern for you today, and I know for a lot of us we are dismayed at what's 
going on in the world and in our country and in our culture and in the public schools and 
in the places of businesses, right? Like Target and so on and so forth, and I'm not making 
light of any of those realities. Those realms are where our legitimate concerns lie, for 
sure, but the promise still stands. And in addition to this, as God's people, there is a 
particular calling that's upon us in how we are to respond to the moral decay and decline 
that we find ourselves surrounded by.

Okay, so what is it? What are we to do? What is our primary focus to be as God's people 
in a faithless society? Okay, so if anybody is taking notes as far as a title, you didn't get a 
title in your bulletin because you didn't get a bulletin, but the title is "Being Faithful in a 
Faithless Society." Our culture is becoming increasingly faithless and without faith 
toward God. But how can we be what God desires to be as salt and light?

So first of all, I'd like to share this with you from the passage here in 1 Peter. First of all, 
our faith has to be a visible one. Now, I want to say from the outset or the 20 minutes in 
outset, that's not very much the outset, right? But I want to say that oftentimes those of us 
that are most sensitive to the terrible moving away from God's absolutes in our society, 
government and culture, that we have come to think that there are a lot of other things on 
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another level that we haven't been doing as Christians and now we need to wake up to 
whatever it is: political involvement, stuff like boycotting, and I'm not saying that 
Christians should not be doing any of those things, in fact, I'm convinced that we should 
be, but we've got to keep our focus clear and make sure that we allow God's Spirit to 
refresh us as to what our priorities are to be as citizens of God's kingdom first and how he 
would use us as his kingdom citizens to influence and to shine for him and his 
righteousness and his glory with regards to the kingdom of this world. 

He has us living in the midst of it so, first of all, our faith has to be a visible one. I draw 
your attention to verse 12 again. Verse 12, the second half of the verse, it says, "whereas 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall 
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." So let's make sure we see the emphasis here, 
that next to last clause or phrase, it says, "which they shall behold." What is Peter saying? 
There is something about you that is a direct result of your faith that they will see. They 
will see it. They've got to see it and this is the matter of our faith having to be visible. The 
public nature of our faith. No matter how bad the world is around us, in fact we can argue 
that the worse and more godless your coworkers and our whole society and your 
neighborhood, the more they are that way, the more we're consistent with the light that 
God has called us to, the more they will see it, right? 

And Peter is very dogmatic about this. In fact, just verses earlier, he's called them to do 
what in verse 9? He says you are to be a holy nation, right? And also here in 1 Peter, he 
echoes the commandment from Leviticus that they are to be holy just as God is holy. So 
this commandment is upon them and he says it has to be this way in order for people to 
see what you really are. You have to live in a way where they actually can't argue with 
the fact that how you're living and how you make yourself available to help others and 
how you are a selfless when you are wrongfully accused or mistreated, when they watch 
you they see something that is qualitatively different and they can't argue against it.

Now, we are moving into a stage of American history, especially, but we would expand 
that to essentially Western history, the history of Western civilization, where when it 
comes to morality as a whole, it's just being entirely rethought, right? In issues of 
sexuality, traditional, what people call traditional norms are no longer binding. And many 
people have and our young people are being taught a rationale behind this that it's all 
about treating everybody fairly and not discriminating and not acting out of bias towards 
anybody and for those reasons, traditional sexuality and morality needs to be chucked and 
there is a much more humane way of thinking and looking toward each other. And what 
do we say to that? There are things we need to say but I believe that Peter is getting at the 
fact that, first of all, the real priority is they've got to see in very other aspect of our living 
that we exhibit something that they don't see anywhere else. In the previous chapter of 1 
Peter, Peter writes to them as believers as being born again. It's a wonderful reference and 
picture in Scripture that we have new life from God's Spirit that has been implanted to us 
as a result of our faith in Christ now and if that's the case, we have new life. We have 
been born a second time, born again. But the bible is equally, if not more emphatic, that if 
you have been born again, you will be living in a different kind of way. The evidence of 
that new life will be there.
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Go ahead and turn with me to 1 Thessalonians 1. Paul is writing to these believers in 
Greece, this city of Thessalonica. Try to say that ten times fast, actually it's not too 
difficult, is it? But he's writing to them and even when he's writing to them, they are 
somewhat new believers and he references this in verse 7 that what happened when they 
came to Christ, the change that took place, 1 Thessalonians 1:7 and we'll go down 
through verses 8 and maybe 9, says there, "So that ye were examples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia. For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak any thing." Look down at verse 9 too, "For they themselves 
shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God." What he's giving attention to is how their life 
radically changed; the turning away from worshiping idols to worship the one true God 
and Savior, the Lord Jesus. Their change of life was such that Paul says something quite 
remarkable and what did he say in verse 8, the last part of verse 8? He says their change 
of life, the remarkable, radical way in which they lived and exhibited God's goodness in 
the way that they lived and the way they treated each other and the way they treated other 
people were such that Paul says what? "We didn't have to say anything." In a sense, there 
was an aspect of this that we didn't have to preach as much because the testimony of the 
radical light that was now shining out of them was so clear and irrefutable. 

It really is the case and if you go back with me to 1 Peter 2, that our faith has to be visible 
and Peter is writing to believers that are facing opposition and persecution and part of this 
is that the Roman culture of the day, they're looking at Christians and they're saying, "Oh, 
don't listen to those wackos. You know, they don't believe in worshiping the Emperor." 
And as a result in their day there was all these crazy imaginative assumptions that people 
made about the things that Christians were up to; that they killed their babies. You can 
trace this back, early church documentation, that that's what some of the things that they 
said about Christians. Was it true? No, but it's an example of what a godless pagan 
culture will do to discredit the way of the cross that convicts them, that makes them 
intensely uncomfortable. And of course, the whole point here is that if we have real faith 
in Christ, people will see it. They will see it. They've got to see it. If they're not seeing it, 
James argues the point very well, then you probably don't have real faith if there's no 
evidence, there's no God-like way of treating your fellow man and neighbor. It doesn't 
mean that we don't struggle through things in some aspects of our relationships, but there 
is this steady advancement, this ongoing progressively evident transformation into the 
image of Christ. 

An old time Puritan pastor, I don't have his name down here, but he said it this way, he 
said, "If you've really come to experience Christ's love for you, what will happen?" He 
said, "Everybody will know." He said this, he said, "Your horse will know." Isn't that 
something? And he was on to something. You know, even the people and entities around 
us that we don't really oftentimes people don't think much about, they will pick up on it. 
Your house pet. I chuckle a little bit. I don't have a house pet so my house pet won't 
know, but yours should or at least if they've been your house pet for long enough before 
you were a Christian and then now after. It is that clear and evident.
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I remember as a 17 year old, it was my summer after my senior year and I was getting 
ready to go to college. It was just not a good time to find a job in general, especially for 
younger people and especially for somebody going off to college in a couple of months, 
so I had to settle for this home improvement door-to-door canvassing job. Okay, go 
ahead, give it to me. Doesn't that sound lame? It's okay. But I was stuck with it and I 
really tried, I think, to make the best of it. I was in with a demographic crowd of people 
that I not been acquainted with before, the type of people, and there were lots of ups and 
downs to it. There was a big part of it that was just kind of something that I had to grind 
through. And I remember getting down to the end of the summer, probably a couple of 
weeks before college, and I was notified that like the whole bank of us, the whole group 
of us were let go. Of course, I had these mixed feelings. I was like, "Well, that's too bad." 
And there wasn't an explanation as to why and I just figured that they thought I was doing 
a bad job and blah, blah, blah. Of course, the other part of me was like, "Woohoo! I have 
a little bit of a breather before college." This was a little hard to take on many fronts and I 
could give you several horror stories that took place.

So that was the case and I just figured they didn't really like the job I was doing and I 
think I was willing to move on from that. Then a week or two later, I go back to pick up a 
check and it was like they were waiting for me in a good way, and the wife of the owner, 
she said, and I truthfully don't remember everything word for word but it was something 
like this, she said, "You know, we watched you all summer and we know that you're 
different and we really know that whatever...we know you have a faith commitment and 
we do believe that has something to do with the fact that you're the kind of person that if 
you ever have opportunity again, if you're ever back in the area, we want you to work for 
us." They went on and on with some other things.

I mention that this morning, the truth is, many of you have similar kinds of stories. If 
your faith is real, people will see it in one way or another and they will observe it. They 
don't always respond positively and we'll get into that in just a second. Of course, this is 
sobering for us. It means that when you and I have a bad day, people look at us 
differently than somebody else having a bad day. I think of driving the school buses and 
I’ll be honest, there are some days I don't even want them to know that I'm a pastor. 
Okay, I just said it. Okay? Is that okay? Or even a Christian, right, because I might be 
right on the edge or I might actually just totally lose it. I rationalize it in the moment. I'm 
doing what needs to be done to get control but in so doing it's easy to go too far. It is. So 
it's sobering but we can't afford not to be so very mindful and remember it.

So secondly, first of all, our faith has to be visible, secondly, our faith needs to be 
provocative. What do we mean by that? You look with me back in verse 10, he says 
having your lifestyle honest among the Gentiles, that is, the pagans. He says, "whereas 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall 
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." Do you see what's going on here? There is a 
duality of responses to us as believers. They see the way we live, not just the fact that you 
tell them you go to church, but they watch you and they see how you treat your other 
coworkers and how you lead your family and they watch you and as a result of how you 
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live, they respond. And the Bible is very clear, it's consistent throughout the Gospels and 
throughout the epistles, is that there is going to be this ongoing contrast of responses. The 
fact that there are going to be some people that like what they see, you know, they'll be 
drawn to you. They're like, "Wow, this guy is really different." There are other people 
that will notice that you're different but they don't come to the same conclusions. They're 
like, "Oh, you know, she's just trying to make the rest of us look bad." Right? Or 
something of that nature. And as a result, that is a major reason why it says here in the 
text that some people will what? They can't quite grasp, it doesn't make sense to them that 
you live differently and so they make stuff up. They say, "Well, they must be up to this." 
Or, "They must just be driven by pride and arrogance." I mean, that's what a lot of people 
in our day actually think about Bible believing Christians like you and I, that we think 
we're too good for the rest of them. It is what they think and we should be agreed on that. 
It doesn't mean that it's an excuse on their part or it doesn't mean that we should come to 
agree with them about everything. It doesn't mean that at all, but it does mean that that's 
part of their thinking, part of their rationale.

Go with me now to John 7. So as we live in authentic life of discipleship of following 
Christ, people will find themselves quite naturally thrust into radically different attitudes 
towards us as believers. It's interesting, John 7:1, actually verse 3. This is speaking of 
Jesus' own brothers, his blood brothers. It says, "His brothers therefore said unto him, 
Depart hence," you know, why don't you leave from here, "and go into Judaea, that thy 
disciples also may see the works that thou doest. For there is no man that doeth any thing 
in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew 
thyself to the world." Verse 5, "For neither did his brothers believe in him." What's going 
on here? What's being described? His brothers didn't believe in him which meant what? 
You have to draw the next conclusion. If they didn't think he was really from God and he 
was actually the Messiah, in spite of all the miracles and all the things he claimed to be, 
what did they really think about their own brother? He was an imposter. He was a 
deceiver. At some point they had to have come to those conclusions and they had lived 
with him; they had seen close up and personal what a remarkable character he had. He 
acted and responded in ways nobody else that they ever knew and yet they could find 
cause to criticize him saying, "Why don't you leave us alone for a few days, alright? You 
know, give us a break. Please. You know, all these crowds and all the stuff that we have 
to put up with with people believing that you're this high and mighty person. I mean, 
come on." And you're like, "Oh, you're reading into it." I don't think so. This is part of 
where the criticism that our Lord received. At the same time, you've got a lot of other 
people that they actually had reasons to be offended by him. They were among the 
religious leader class and they actually came to believe on him. There were other people, 
some of the other disciples, there were many reasons why it would have been hard for 
them to truly confess that he was the Messiah and yet they did anyway.

So what do you say about this person that we have come to own ultimate allegiance to 
and follow? He was somebody that there was a great amount of division over. He was an 
enigma. Some people were flocking after him and they could not see how in the world 
that what he was doing and his words could mean anything but the fact that he was from 
God and he was pointing the rest of us in the right direction as to how to find God and yet 
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other people, even those that knew him the best said, "Oh no. He's just a farce." So what 
I'm trying to get at here is Jesus said that his followers like you and I would meet the 
same kind of conflicted responses. He said that. He said, "If they didn't like me and 
rejected me for these reasons, they're going to reject you as well." And he implies as well 
that the people that will follow, in fact he said this, the people that will follow you 
because of the message that you bear from me, they will follow you as well, is what I 
meant to say.

So the idea that Jesus was this enigma, are you? As little Christs, as Christ followers? The 
Scriptures are very clear that we are to leave the same kind...now, we all know we're not 
going to be perfect like him but we are to leave the same kind of affect on people. They 
will either be drawn, "Hey, this person is radically different. There has to be an other 
worldly answer for how they live and the fact that they don't seem to harbor hurts and 
grievances the way the rest of us do." They notice that. Some people are drawn to it like 
bugs to light. Just zap. You know, they're there. They'll like, "Wow." In fact, they may 
not ask you questions about everything it is that you believe but it could happen so 
suddenly that over time they just want to be around you. Do you have people like that? 
They're not believers but they sure appreciate the fact that you are? At the same time, on 
the other side, there are people that have this bias towards believers and they just, in 
many cases they can't actually verbalize what it is but they're just made uncomfortable 
around us.

Now, what do you think about that? We could get into some somewhat deep and maybe 
even psychological sounding explanation to this but what's the heart of the bias that 
people have against Christians? Try to think through this with me. You don't have to say 
it out loud but why is it? I referenced a couple of reasons earlier: they perceive us as 
arrogant. It's important that we understand that when it comes to faith and religion, where 
everybody is naturally is that people automatically think that in order to get God's 
acceptance and favor you have to do what? Go ahead. You have to be good, right? You 
have to show that you have goodness in you and you do good things and you have to do, 
and this is the way people are taught and it's the way people are naturally thinking about 
themselves, you have to do enough good things. So there is this vicious sense of this 
treadmill that people are on. And when they encounter a genuine Christian, that he 
doesn't look at life like that anymore, he has this sense, this peace that Jesus did all for us. 
You can say amen now. Amen?

But not only that we say that but it permeates who we are and how we act and how we 
respond to injustices toward us; that it just comes over us and they don't see that same 
pressing or that same intensity that people seem to be possessed with to try to prove 
themselves as good. A genuine Christian says, "Hey, you don't have to think I'm good. 
God knows that I'm good because of Jesus." When people really encounter that and 
they're over on the treadmill, they're just running for all they're worth, at least in their 
own way of thinking, and they look at you and I and we're just standing, we're just at rest, 
they're like, "What gives?" And it's so natural for people to make what conclusion? That 
we do think we're better and that's why we have to be faithful in showing that that's not 
our motivation; it's not how we think. Frankly, though, are you ready? Frankly, though, 
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for a lot of professing believers, it is how they think. It is where they're at. And this is a 
wake-up call for us to realize that that's not what it is that we believe in. We don't believe 
in ourselves, we believe in Christ, the one to be good for us.

So in addition to this and we see this back in 1 Peter 2:12 and I think we're going to need 
to end with this, back to 1 Peter, and I want you to see this dynamic. So Peter is making 
the point, he says, "that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers," do you get the 
wording there? The "whereas" means "when." He's not saying "if." He's not, "Well, you 
know, the time I come, you know, it might happen or if they speak against you as 
evildoers." No, he's not saying that. He is saying when they do. It is inevitable that 
unbelievers will have cause to think or to say what's evil and not true about us.

Now, what does this mean? We shouldn't be surprised by it and this is what I want us to 
dwell on as we close. We should not be surprised in the day in which we live that as 
people have made up their minds that these traditional positions on morality and sexuality 
and whatever else, are no longer relevant to us today, and when they see people that hold 
to these positions, they think, "Well, you know, you just don't like people. You just have 
this thing that you think you're better than the rest of us." And what we need to recognize 
is that that is going to happen. It's not an if/then equation, it is going to happen. And so 
often we as Christians when we are misunderstood or there is prejudice or bias expressed 
toward us or even toward like in the news coverage toward us as a class, a category of 
people, that we're like, "Hey, those things aren't true!" And we take it personal and we 
often think, we respond in a way in which we're shocked that people could say those 
things about Christians, but the Bible has told us all along that, "Don't be shocked. It's 
going to happen." And it's important that we not view ourselves just as other minority 
groups, racial minority or other groups that rightfully should level some protest when 
they are mistreated. As Christians, is it right for us to be mistreated? No. Is it going to 
happen? Did Jesus tell us that it's going to happen and he told us fully and clearly as to 
why and we need to be prepared for it and when it happens, our predominant response 
should not be shock and surprise but a further commitment to live out the light and love 
and unconditional grace and forgiveness of Christ through us. And when it comes down 
to the question: what can we do the most to influence this dark and corrupt and unjust 
civilization and culture that we increasingly find ourselves in? What is it? Peter makes it 
very clear, he says that you need to live like Christ. Your faith has got to be visible and 
you need to expect, in fact, you need to know that when people see your faith in Christ, 
their responses will be mixed and there won't be middle ground. They'll be really really 
drawn to you or really really hostile towards you and Christ and the apostles told us that 
this is the way it's to be. Lastly is this matter that our faith has to be an unsurprised faith. 
We have to know and anticipate that such responses of rejection and opposition will 
come.

Let's close in prayer and then we'll have our brother come and close us.

Our Father, we thank you for your word to us. We thank you for the reminder of what 
our identity is as your children and as followers of your Son. Lord, help us to recognize 
and, Lord, help us to own our calling, that we are to be images and pictures of you and 
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as people embraced you and as they outright rejected you, we should and must expect the  
same. But Father, we ask that you would give us the grace and the power of your Spirit 
to not respond in kind toward mistreatment. Lord, in following your meek example that 
you would use our testimony to show people not only that we're with you but you're 
calling them to be with you as well. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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