
SERMON OUTLINE 
 
In Mark 14:66-72 we find Peter giving 2 personal testimonies during Jesus’ testimony before the 
high priest. 
 
I. A Testimony of Denial: 

Peter capitulates in the courtyard. 
 
 A. The first denial (vs. 66-68). 
 
 B. The second denial (vs. 69-70a). 
 
 C. The third denial (vs. 70b-71). 
 
II. A Testimony of Contrition: 

Peter cries in the courtyard (v. 72). 
  



 
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, June 12, 2016                                                      Passage: Mark 14:66-72 

Memory Passage: Mark 14:72 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 14:26-31. Write a paragraph describing what you learned from these verses 4 weeks ago. Remember to 
include an explanation of Jesus’ use of Zechariah 13:7.  

(b) Write a paragraph describing how you have applied the lessons learned from these verses during the last month. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 14:66-72. What does Mark intend for us to see by his sandwiching of Jesus’ testimony before Caiaphas 
between the accounts of Peter’s actions (cf. 14:54 & 14:66-72)? 

(b) Why would Peter even be found in the courtyard of the high priest while Jesus’ hearing was going on upstairs? 

(c) Why would the servant girl’s accusation provoke Peter’s first denial? 

(d) What benefit should Peter have gained when the rooster crowed in v. 68? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 14:66-72. How does the threat to Peter increase with the servant girl’s second accusation? 

(b) How did the bystanders know Jesus was a Galilean (see Matt. 26:73 if you need help)? 

(c) Though the ESV says “began to invoke a curse on himself,” the Greek text of v. 71 does not specify the object of Peter’s 
cursing (note the NASB’s translation of “began to curse and swear”). If Peter was not cursing himself, who or what might 
he have been cursing? 

(d) Compare Peter’s words in 8:29 and Jesus’ words in 8:38 with Peter’s words in 14:71. How serious were Peter’s 
denials?  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 14:66-72. What can you learn from this passage about the truthfulness of Jesus’ word (cf. 14:30)? 

(b) What did the 2nd rooster crow bring about in Peter, and why is this important to know since Peter disappears after v. 
72? 

(c) In one paragraph, compare and contrast the testimony of Jesus (vs. 55-65) with the testimony of Peter (vs. 66-72). 

(d) Now develop at least 4 principles that will strengthen your own testimony, both in your words and in your deeds. 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Mark 14:66-72 & John 21:15-19. What have you learned this week that will help you remain faithful when 
you are challenged by those in opposition to Jesus and His words? 

(b) In what ways do you effectively deny Jesus and His words in your daily life? What truths have you learned this week 
that will provide wisdom & help for you to overcome these sinful tendencies? 

(c) In John’s account of Peter’s restoration, what do you learn about Jesus? What do you learn about Peter? What do you 
learn about forgiveness? What do you learn about qualifications for ministry? 

(d) How do you think Peter’s 3 decades of ministry was affected by the knowledge of Jesus’ pre-Pentecost prediction of 
how Peter was to die? How does this encourage you to remain faithful to the ministry to which God has called you?  
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