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Message #65              Matthew 18:21-35 

 

As we come to this portion of Matthew, we are still in the 18
th
 chapter and we are still in the 

context in which Christ has been establishing who it is that will truly be a great disciple in God’s 

sight (18:1).  Christ had just developed the idea that great disciples address and confront sin 

issues (18:15-20).  There was one more subject that Jesus addressed concerning great disciples 

and that is the subject of forgiveness.  In order for one to be right with God, sin must be forgiven 

and in order for people to be right with each other, sin must be forgiven.  Now these verses do 

not eliminate verses 15-20.  We must assume that the sinning brother has been confronted and 

has repented.  If he didn’t repent, he is to be treated as a Gentile and tax gatherer.  So this is not, 

as we shall see, a check for blanket forgiveness. 

 

GREAT DISCIPLES IN ETERNITY WILL HAVE BEEN  FORGIVING  DISCIPLES ON 

EARTH. 

 

OBSERVATION #1 – Peter approaches Jesus and asks about the subject of  forgiveness .   

                                        18:21 
 

Peter had just listened to the matter of addressing sin issues and wondered how often they should 

forgive.  When Peter uses the term “brother” he uses an article “the,” which means he has 

specific brothers in mind.  Christ had defined a brother (12:48-50), but I’m sure Peter didn’t 

know it here.  The brother certainly would not be a Gentile or Samaritan, but a Jewish brother 

that is a Jewish believer.  When Peter asks Jesus if he should forgive seven times, he is being 

generous because the Jewish Rabbis taught that you were to forgive three times.  One Rabbi 

writes: “Pardon a man once, that sins against another; secondly pardon him; thirdly pardon him; 

fourthly do not pardon him.” 

 

OBSERVATION #2 – Jesus informs Peter that forgiveness should be 70  times  seven.  18:22 

 

Now these numbers are interesting.  They are Biblical numbers.  For example, in Genesis 4:24 

this is the number that Lamech would be avenged if he were wronged.  But more significantly 

than this is Daniel’s prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27.  This was the total number of years (70 times 7, 

or 490 years) from the time of Daniel until the time the Messiah would set up His kingdom for 

Israel.  He would be cut off after 483 years, which from the time of Daniel was the exact amount 

of years until Christ entered Jerusalem, which would leave seven years prior to the kingdom, 

which will be the seven years of the Tribulation.  These numbers are grace numbers in that it 

shows God will graciously give Israel her kingdom in spite of her persistent sin and rebellion.  

Jesus is telling Peter that disciples should be gracious and forgive sin time and time again, when 

there has been repentance. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – Jesus tells a story to  illustrate  a forgiveness point.  18:23-35 

 

Part #1 - The program of God will be like a returning king who comes to settle accounts for  

                   each  servant .  18:23 



              p. 143 

 

Now keep in mind the words “the kingdom of the heavens” is reference to God’s program on 

earth, which includes the Church Age, the Tribulation and the Millennium.  The point here is that 

when the King returns, every servant will be called to face Him and settle up on what was 

accomplished.  The kingdom will feature those who have been forgiven. 

 

Part #2 - The debt owed the King was so insurmountable that the servant could  not  possibly  

                   pay it.  18:24 

 

Matthew was a tax collector and these numbers meant something to him.  This verse has been 

called God’s “celestial arithmetic for forgiveness.”  A talent was worth 6000 denarii.  A denarii 

was a day’s pay.  If we put this in modern money, the minimum wage is $5.15.  An eight hour 

day equals $41.20 per day.  If a talent is worth 6000 times this amount, the total is $247,200.  

Now the text says what was owed was 10,000 talents or $2,472,000,000.  Obviously we may see 

the impossibility of paying back the debt owed the king. 

 

Part #3 - The King decided to  sell  his slave and family and everything he owned to recoup as  

                   much as possible.  18:25 

 

Part #4 - The slave totally humbled  himself  before the king and appealed to his patience and 

                   promised he would repay him.  18:26 

 

This is a very important part of the story because had this man not humbled himself and 

repented, there would not have been a grant of forgiveness. 

 

Part #5 - The Lord forgave the servant the  entire  debt.  18:27 

 

Part #6 - The forgiven servant found a  fellow  servant who owed him 100 denarii.  18:28 

 

Now 100 denarii in modern money at $5.15 per hour is $4,120 (41.20 per day times 100 days). 

When the forgiven servant found this man, he seized, choked him and demanded payment.  I 

want you to carefully notice the huge gap between what we owe God and what others owe us. 

 

Part #7 - The fellow servant asked for  mercy  from the forgiven servant.  18:29 

 

Part #8 - The forgiven servant  refused  to forgive the fellow servant and threw him into prison.   

                  18:30 

 

Part #9 – When the other fellow servants saw what the forgiven servant did, they were grieved  

                     and reported the matter to the  Lord .  18:31 

 

Part #10 - The Lord  negatively  responded to the forgiven servant.  18:32-34 

 

1) You are wicked, because I forgave you and you did not forgive your fellow servant. 

2) You should have had mercy on your fellow servant as I had mercy on you. 
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3) The forgiven servant became a punished servant (18:24). 

 

Jesus concludes the matter in verse 35 by saying if each disciple does not forgive his brother 

from his heart when he asks for forgiveness, there will be eternal consequences when that one 

gets before God. 

 

Forgiveness is a Grace Age theme–Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13.  Every one of us is so enormously 

indebted to God that we cannot even begin to compute it.  Compared to this, it is a paltry debt  

that any owe us.  Great disciples will show grace, pity, compassion, mercy and love to 

brothers and sisters who ask for forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


