
 

 

June 8, 2014 - Morning 
“Our Loving & Forgiving, Heavenly Father”  

Luke 15:11-32 
 

The Prodigal Son in the Key of F 
 

Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow forced his fond father to 
fork over the family finances. He flew fast to far foreign fields and 
frittered his fortune feasting fabulously with faithless friends. Finally 
facing famine and fleeced by his fellows in folly, he found himself a 
feed-flinger in a filthy farmyard. Fairly famished he fain would have 
filled his frame with the foraged foods of the fodder fragments left by 
the filthy farmyard pigs.  

 
'Fooey', he said, 'My father's flunkies fare far fancier,' the frazzled fugitive 

found, finally frankly facing facts. Frustrated by failure and filled with 
foreboding he forthwith fled to his family. Falling at his father's feet, he 
floundered forlornly. 'Father, I have flunked and fruitlessly forfeited 
family favor.'  
 
But the faithful father, forestalling further flinching frantically flagged the 
flunkies. 'Fetch forth the finest fatling and fix a fantastic and filling 
feast.' But the fugitive's fault-finding frater frowned on the fickle 
forgiveness of the former folderol. His fury flashed. “Why favor the 
failing frat when I have been faithful, father?” 
 
But fussing was futile, for the far-sighted father figured, such filial 
fidelity is fine, but what forbids fervent festivity? The fugitive is found! 
"Unfurl the flags, with fanfares flaring! Let forgiveness, fun and frolic 
freely flow!" "Former failure is forgotten, folly is forsaken! And 
forgiveness forms the foundation for future fortitude." 

 

I. The First F is Failure – 
1. Face the Facts, God knows we are FAILURES, He abhors our 

putting on a FALSE Pharisaical Face – 
13

 As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. 
 
14

 For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 
 (Psalm 103:13-14 NKJ) 
 

Nothing is clearer in Scripture than the FACT – 
As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;

 11 
There is none 

who understands; There is none who seeks after God. (Romans 3:10-11 
NKJ) 
 

2. The failure of the Pharisees was a failure to see or admit their 
own faults, they tended to hide them behind a false facade – 

27
 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 

whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside 
are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.   

28
 "Even so you also 

outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness.  (Matthew 23:27-28 NKJ) 
 

3. This seems to be the older brother’s problem in Jesus’ parable – 
28

 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out 
and pleaded with him. (Luke 15:28 NKJ) 

A. This anger was sinful 
B. This anger keep him out of fellowship 
C. He did not fail in the same obvious ways his younger brother 

did, but his anger and self-righteousness blinded him to the 
goodness and grace of God – he should have seen and rejoiced 
in his brother’s repentance. 

 
4. This Pharisaical failure to recognize our own faults and focus 

rather on those of others, is a LEAVEN Jesus warns us to beware 
of – 

He began to say to His disciples first of all, "Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. (Luke 12:1 NKJ) 

 

II. The second F is Forgiveness –  
1. Forgiveness clothes and COVERS sin and nakedness and 

restores relationship  – 
22

 "But the father said to his servants, `bring out the best robe and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. (Luke 15:22 
NKJ) 
 
13

 As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. 
 
14

 For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 
103:13-14 NKJ) 
 
9
 Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" 



 

 

 
10

 So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; and I hid myself."   (Genesis 3:9-10 NKJ) 
 
21

 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and 
clothed them. (Gen 3:21 NKJ) 
 
13

 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these 
arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?"  

14
 And I said to 

him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come 
out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.  (Revelation 7:13-14 NKJ) 
 

2. Yet, forgiveness also, eventually becomes part of our clothing - 
12

 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  

13
 bearing with 

one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.   

14
 But 

above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.   
(Colossians 3:12-14 NKJ) 
 

III. The third (and fourth) F is the FACE of the FATHER – 
20

 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great 
way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his 
neck and kissed him. (Luke 15:20 NKJ) 
 

1. I believe Jesus’ great concern here is the glory of His Father – 
2
 So He said to them, "When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. (Luke 11:2 NKJ) 

 
A. If Hallowing the Father’s Name was first in Jesus’ teaching 

about prayer, we can certain the Father’s Name, authority, 
glory were first throughout Jesus’ ministry – 
 

B. Jesus’ death on the cross was not only for our salvation but was 
also for God’s glory – 

23
 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of 

Man should be glorified.  
24

 "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
produces much grain.   

25
 "He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 

hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.   
26

 "If anyone 
serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.   

27
 "Now My soul is 

troubled, and what shall I say? `Father, save Me from this hour '? But for 
this purpose I came to this hour.   

28
 "Father, glorify Your name." Then a 

voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it 
again." (John 12:23-28 NKJ) 

 
2. What was not glorifying God as Father, was the self-righteous, 

yet stern attitude of the Pharisees – 
NKJ  

Luke 15:1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to 

Him to hear Him. 
2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, 

saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats with them." 

(Luke 15:1-2 NKJ) 
 

A. The main point being made by this entire parable is that God 
rejoices when the lost are FOUND, when sinners repent  – 

5
 "And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

 
6
 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost!'  

7
 "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons 
who need no repentance.   (Luke 15:5-7 NKJ) 
 

B. Also He is willing to run to them at the very first instance of 
repentance – 

20
 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a 

great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and 

fell on his neck and kissed him. (Luke 15:20 NKJ) 
 
 

3. How do we as God’s children present God’s Face: to a lost 
world, to each other, to repentant or hurting sinners or to 
stubborn or rebellious Pharisees or sinners? 

To these tax collectors and sinners Jesus portrayed a God Who: 
(1) Ran to them 
(2) Clothed them with the best robes 
(3) Shoed them with the shoes of sons 
(4) Gave them a ring 
(5) Killed the fatted calf and celebrated 

 
We need to be careful, God is not light on sin, we cannot present Him 
that way.  Nor are we His equal, we cannot act as that is the case.  Yet, 
we also cannot present God as ANGRY or WRATHFUL or even STERN 
toward repentant sinners, He is not, rather He welcomes them with 
open arms. 
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