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Romans 3:23-26 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 14 

 
Introduction: 
 
     As we continue on in this section of Justification, we must properly understand exactly 
what this term is as it is used within the context here of Paul’s writing. “Justification here is 
the legal and formal acquittal from guilt by God as Judge, and the pronouncement of the 
believing sinner as righteous in His sight. The verb is in the present continuous tense and thus 
indicates a constant process of justification in the succession of those who believe and are 
justified” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, Page 68). 

     Dr. John MacArthur states; “The words justify and justification occur some thirty times in 
Romans and are concentrated in 2:13-5:1. This legal or forensic term comes from the Greek 
word for “righteous” and means “to declare righteous” (MacArthur, Romans – Grace, Truth 
and Redemption; 2007, Page 23). 

     This is not a term to be taken lightly. Because there is so much involved with this 
Sovereign declaration from God, which all stems from His Amazing Grace. It is not “as if I 
had never sinned.” That puts man’s thinking he is as good as Christ. But it is “not guilty,” 
because of faith in the sinless life and payment of Christ. All through and by His Grace. Let 
us get into our text to understand more of this glorious doctrine. 

Romans 3:23-26 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 
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     Justification and Righteousness go together. Justified means, declared not guilty, and 
righteousness simply put meaning to be in the state of correctness or right; they are two 
separate things, yet they always go together in the life of the believer. To be justified means 
you have be declared not guilty by God, because justice has been satisfied and therefore 
God has justly declared you right without violating His Righteousness, Holiness, Justice, 
nature or character.  

     Dr. C. I. Scofield writes: “Justification and righteousness are inseparably united in Scripture 
by the fact that the same word (dikaios, “righteous”; dikaioo, “to justify”) is both for both. The 
believing sinner is justified because Christ, having borne his sin on the cross, has been  “made 
unto him righteousness”. Justification originates in grace through the redemptive and 
propitiatory work of Christ who has vindicated the law” (Scofield, The Scofield Reference 
Bible – Notes; 1917, Page 1195). 

     To be in a right standing with a Holy God, we all need this measure of His grace, “for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (NKJV – Romans 3:23). No one has reached 
this standard of perfectness, nor will they ever in this life. Therefore it is not by our works, 
but merely by the grace of God.  

     Is there a difference between being justified and forgiven? Of course there this, but do 
you really understand the difference. Because by His grace with faith in Christ we have not 
only been forgiven, we have been justified.  

     “Suppose a woman were to incur a debt at a branch store of a large company over and 
above her means to pay. If after hearing the case the store were to cancel her debt, that would 
be forgiveness. Under these circumstances, the woman would be no longer liable for the 
account, but would always have a feeling of personal discomfort about the whole transaction. 
If, on the other hand, the legal department of the company decided to press for payment, that 
would be justice. 

     Suppose that while awaiting trial for her undischarged account the woman were to marry 
the wealthy son of the store owner who personally assumed responsibility for her account and 
paid it in full. There would be no legal claim against her anymore and in the unlikely event of 
her case ever getting to court, she could plead “not guilty” to all charges on the grounds that 
her debts had been fully paid by her husband. The court would say that she was justified in 
pleading “not guilty” and her case would be dismissed” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An 
Expository Commentary; 2002, Page 69). 

     My friend this is what Christ has accomplished for His elect, He has totally satisfied the 
Father’s Holy Justice, there is nothing against those that trust in Christ with saving faith. “It 
is finished” the debt is paid in full. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  
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4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (ESV – Romans 8:1-4). 

     If we are only forgiven, we must still plead “guilty” because justice has not been satisfied. 
The ransom for the offense must be paid and we must beg for mercy. If we are justified, the 
ransom has been paid, and justice has been met, therefore we can rightly plead “not guilty”. 
“Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; 34 who is to condemn? 
Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us?” (RSV – Romans 8:33-24). 

 

Romans 3:24 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

     Being justified freely by His grace! On your part, what did it cost? Nothing! But on God’s 
part it cost everything in His grace to bring about this declaration by faith through His 
grace. “This verdict includes: pardon from the guilt and penalty of sin, and the imputation of 
Christ’s righteousness to the believer’s account” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible 
Notes; 2006, page 1665). 

     “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; 24 being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (ASV – Romans 3:23-24). We are justified 
freely, meaning “without cause”. Dr. J. Vernon McGee states “Being justified freely – without 
cause.” There is no explanation in us. God doesn’t say, “Oh, they are such wonderful people, I’ll 
have to do something for them!” There is nothing in us that would call out the grace of God. 
We are justified without cause. It is by His grace, which means that there is no merit on our 
part” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 68-69). 

     We didn’t deserve it, we did not earn it. We certainly cannot work for it, and none of us 
were entitled to it. It was freely given by the Amazing Grace of God. “ Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will” (ESV – Ephesians 1:3-11). 
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“Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin!” 

(Johnston, Grace Greater than Our Sin; pub. 1910). 

 

Romans 3:24-25 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

     God declares one Just, because it is God who hath set forth the propitiation. “For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him” (KJV – 2 Corinthians 5:21). This is what the Cross accomplished; this was part of 
God’s plan of Grace, that His justice might be satisfied.  

     Dr. Alva J. McClain writes: “A propitiation is a reason for not executing punishment which 
is deserved. The Greek word is the same word that is applied to the mercy seat in the Old 
Testament, where the blood was sprinkled. The only reason that God set aside judgment was 
that a broken law was covered by the blood on the mercy seat” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s 
Grace – Romans; 1973, page 108-109). 

     “Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith” (NSAB – 
Romans 3:25a). Was it just the blood? No, because what does the blood represent? “For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement 
for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul” (KJV – Leviticus 
17:11). It was far more than just blood, but the blood was the proof of the life taken in 
death. But it was a perfect, just, righteous life that satisfied God’s justice that served as the 
one time propitiation, once for all time.  

 
Hebrews 9:25-26 
 
25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; 
 
26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the 
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
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     “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens” (KJV – Hebrews 7:26). He was our propitiation, set forth 
by God, His own blood. His sinless life, all of it, from His eternal being to the virgin birth, 
through His perfect life, to the death, burial and the resurrection. To His ascension to His 
glorious second coming with power and great glory. He was God’s payment for sin, to 
satisfy God’s wrath toward sin, so that we might be made the righteousness of God through 
Him by faith - through faith in his blood. 

     “To declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God;” (KJV – Romans 3:25b-c). This means within the context of this verse is 
not so we can declare His righteousness, but this God declaring His own righteousness. 
Stating – “I will only pass over my wrath upon sinners, through faith in the sacrifice of by Son.” 
Even the sins that are past, “the cross shows us God’s inflexible righteousness in the very 
means whereby sin is forgiven. Committed beforehand translates an unusual verb, and the 
perfect tense points not only to the sins in question as having taken place at an earlier time, 
but to those sins as somehow persisting. “Old sins cast long shadows”, as the proverb puts it” 
(Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 183). 

Romans 3:25-26 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 

     Through God’s perfect plan of redemption He was able to justify all past sins by faith 
through His forbearance; and any and all present and future sins and in doing so, He 
declared His own righteousness in that He maintained His justice. The sins were not just 
looked over, but they were actually paid for. If people could understand this, they could 
understand the more complex doctrines in just exactly what the cross accomplished.  
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