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I. Introduction. 

II. Jesus calls a sinner.  v. 27-28

A. Levi was sitting in his tax booth.  v. 27b
1. Tax collectors were among the most hated people in Israel. 18:11  Mt. 21:32 18:17
2. Levi is also known as Matthew.  Mt. 9:9 10:3  

B. Why does Jesus particularly notice Levi?  v. 27a 
1. Had Levi been in the crowds who heard Jesus teach and saw Him heal?
2. Levi has been chosen by God.  John 15:16  Eph. 1:3ff  Rom. 8:29-30 

C. Jesus calls Levi.  v. 27c
1. Does everyone come whom Jesus calls?  18:18ff 9:57ff  
2. There is a universal outward call which sinful men choose to resist.  Mt. 22:14 
3. There is an inward regenerating call of God which is irresistible.  John 6:37,44    

Rom. 8:29-30  Eph. 2:1-9    
4. Jesus calls people to follow Him in discipleship.  9:23-25,57-62  1 Pe. 2:21

D. Levi leaves everything behind and follows Jesus.  v. 28 5:11  Mark 1:16-20
1. He responds immediately with total obedience.  
2. Levi gives us a picture of true repentance and faith. 1 Co. 6:9-11  2 Co. 5:17
3. Has what happened to Levi happened to you?  1 Co. 1:26ff

III. Jesus associates with sinners.  v. 29-30

A. Levi holds a banquet for Jesus.  v. 29   
1. Levi celebrates his conversion. 15:22-24,32,7,10  Ecc. 3:4
2. Levi reaches out to his friends and associates. Mark 2:15-16  John 1:41 4:29

B. The Pharisees are offended by Jesus’ close association with sinners.  v. 30 
1. Instead of rejoicing with Levi they grumble. 1 Co. 10:10 Ex. 15:24 16:7ff Nu. 11:1
2. The Pharisees emphasized strict separation from sinners.  Lev. 10:10
3. They object to Jesus having table fellowship with sinners.  15:2 19:7 7:34,39        
4. They remain blind to their own sin. 11:39  Micah 6:8
5. Their lack of concern for sinners puts them in opposition to God’s purposes.    

C. Application:
1. Grumbling is still a serious sin.  v. 30  1 Co. 10:10  Phil. 2:14ff   Eph. 4:29
2. Religious people today can be sinfully separatistic.  Js. 2:1-13 4:11-12  Rom. 15:7
3. Are there situations in which we are to remain separate?  Ro. 12:1-2  2 Co. 6:14ff  

1 Co. 5:9-13  Gal. 1:6-9
4. Those whom God has saved desire to bring others to Jesus.

IV. Jesus has come to call sinners to repentance.  v. 31-32  

A. Jesus answers the Pharisees with a parabolic statement.  
1. This is one of the great statements of Jesus’ mission.  19:10   Mark 10:45
2. While the Pharisees would quarantine sick sinners and leave them to die, Jesus

the Great Physician would heal them.  Ezek. 34:1-6  Ps. 103:3  Ex. 15:26
3. Jesus seeks patients who know they are sick and want to get well. 



B. Jesus has not come to heal those who think they are well (righteous).  
1. Those who think that they are healthy don’t go to the doctor.  
2. Those who think they are righteous don’t see their need of repentance.  18:11-12
3. Jesus is not saying that anyone actually is righteous. 11:42ff 15:7 18:9  Rom. 3:9ff

Isa. 53:6   Mt. 9:13   Hos. 6:6  
4. Rather, He refers to them as they see themselves.    

C. Jesus has come to heal those who know they are sick.
1. Our sickness is spiritual – sin.   Jer. 17:9-10   Rom. 6:23
2. We humbly approach the Great Physician so that we can be healed.    
3. Jesus heals by means of His atoning sacrifice on the cross.  Isa. 53:5  2 Co. 5:21
4. This saying is illustrated in the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. 18:9-14
5. Jesus has a great affection for sinners.

D. Jesus calls sinners to repentance. 3:3,8 13:3,5 15:7 24:47 
1. Repentance is a change of mind which leads to a change of life.   
2. Repentance (turning from sin) goes along with saving faith (turning to Christ).
3. Jesus does not associate with sinners to that they can remain sinners, rather His

association with sinners radically transforms them. 2 Co. 5:17  Eph. 2:8-10
4. Though some claim that grace will cause men to sin with abandon, in reality the

gospel causes men to abandon sin.  Rom 6:1ff  Titus 2:11-12  1 Co. 6:9-11
5. The one who has not been changed has not been saved. 1 Jo. 2:3-4 3:14   Js. 2:1ff

E. Application.
1. Do you see yourself as a sick (dead) sinner who deserves God’s wrath?
2. The Great Physician gladly receives and heals all who come to Him. 
3. He is able to cure/help Christians who struggle with remaining sin. Rom. 6:1ff
4. Those who believe in justification by faith can be guilty of self-righteousness.
5. We are charged by Jesus to call sinners to repentance.  24:47 

V. Conclusion.
A. What happened to Levi is what happens to each of us – chosen, called, repentant,

worshipful, witnessing.
B. Today we share a symbolic meal with our fellow sinners. 

Discussion questions
1. Why would Jesus choose Levi?
2. How does Levi’s conversion portray the experience of every believer?
3. How is self-righteousness seen in our day, even among non-religious people?
4. How can real Christians stumble back into self-righteousness?
5. How can Christians be guilty of acting like the separatistic Pharisees?
6. Are there times when Christians should separate themselves?
7. How would you answer the objection that the free grace of the gospel will encourage

people to sin with abandon?
8. In what ways will you make contact with sinners who need Jesus? 


