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Jesus on Prayer: 

The Widow and the Judge 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

Coming Again 

❖ Luke 17 ends with a description of what things will look 

like prior to Jesus' return 

 doom and sudden disaster 

 a graphic and gruesome picture of death and decay 

❖ With that in view, Luke 18 opens with a call to prayer 

 no matter how desperate the times, God's people ought to 

pray and not lose heart 

 God's people must remain confident that God hears and 

answers prayer 

Evil Times 

❖ This is a parable for those who live in "evil times" 

❖ “Evil times" are times during which the world grows 

increasingly hostile to the cause of Christ and antagonistic 

towards the proclamation of the good news of Jesus 

 evil times like the days of Noah (17:26) and the days of 

Lot (17:28) 

 it will be evil times like these on the day when the Son 

of Man is revealed. (17:30) 

 in such times, our praying must be urgent, passionate, 

persistent 

Here Comes the Judge 

❖ The judge in Jesus' parable neither fears God nor respects 

others 

❖ In 1st century Israel, there were religious courts ruled by 

religious leaders as well as civil courts presided over by 

judges appointed by Rome 

 municipal judges who judged criminal cases were often 

unscrupulous 

 these judges lacked a moral compass and were known as 

"robber judges" 

❖ The judge in Jesus' parable is completely indifferent to the 

needs of the people involved in the cases he is called upon 

to adjudicate 

The Plaintiff 

❖ The plaintiff in the parable is a widow whom Jesus 

identifies with His elect 

❖ During this time period, widows 

 have few or no rights 



 are frequently mistreated and oppressed even within the 

religious community (cf. Luke 20:46-47) 

❖ In Jesus' parable, this widow is not seeking vengeance -- she 

simply wants justice (v. 3) 

 it is likely that the widow pursues the judge all over town 

with her pleas 

 MacArthur: "The judge brushes this poor woman away 

as if she were a troublesome gnat."  

❖ The widow's persistent insistence is not merely troublesome 

to the judge, it is painful ("she is giving me a black eye") 

The Point 

❖ Jesus' coming will be accompanied with death, devastation, 

destruction (cf. Revelation 19:15-16) 

 as a result, there are certain attitudes and actions that 

should mark Jesus' followers as they wait for His return 

 what does Jesus want His elect to do as they see the 

world going from bad to worse, increasing in wickedness 

and becoming more and more worthy of doom? 

 Jesus wants us to keep praying and not lose heart 

❖ Losing heart = becoming weary and giving up because of 

exhaustion or becoming cowardly (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:1,16, 

Galatians 6:9, 2 Thessalonians 3:13) 

❖ If a judge who has no fear of God can be swayed by 

persistent petitions, how much more can we be certain that 

God will help those who cry out to Him day and night? 

❖ The Lord's timetable 

 in God's timing there is no difference between a day and 

1,000 years (2 Peter 3:8-10) 

 will we stay alert and awake and actively engaged in 

praying for Jesus' return? 

 will we be crying out Maranaha! when the Lord comes 

back?  (1 Corinthians 16:22) 

❖ All who love Christ and long for His appearing must not 

lose heart (James 5:7-8) 

Personal Application 

1. How does studying this parable encourage you either to 

remain or to become active in praying for the return of 

Christ? 

2. In what ways do you as part of "Jesus' elect" identify with 

the widow in this parable? Do you pray as intensely for 

Jesus' return and the establishment of His righteous rule as 

fervently as this widow seeks justice for her cause? 

3. In what ways, if any, are you in danger of losing heart 

when it comes to crying out to God in prayer? What might 

help you "regain heart" and grow stronger in your prayer 

for the full and final expression of Jesus' kingdom to come? 


