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Context  

● In the book of the Servant: How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

● Structure of the section 

● Three voices of comfort  40:1-11 

● Guaranteed by God as Creator 40:12-31 

● Guaranteed by God as the Lord of history 41:1-7 

● Three pictures of consolation 41:8-20 

● Change in form from judgment to comfort. Change in form has caused many to say that a 

second person wrote Is 40-66.  This course takes the position that one man wrote the entire 

book. 

● Isaiah’s message:  

○ Judgment of Is 39 will come.   

○ Judgment is not the end for God’s people. After the judgment comes comfort. 

○ Comfort is more abundant than judgment.  

○ Comfort is for the whole world. 

 

  



 

 

● Comfort for Jerusalem 40:1-2 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 

warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for 

all her sins.  

● V1 Comfort, comfort 

○ Plural imperatives. To the prophets. 

○ Similar to Isaiah’s first call in Is 6 

■ There: a call to proclaim judgment 

■ Here: a call to proclaim mercy 

● My people.  Chosen; not abandoned. 

● says your God.  Personal to His people 

 

● V2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem 

○ Lit: speak upon the heart.   

■ Speak what the heart desires to hear 

■ Speak so as to bring comfort 

■ As Hos 2:14  Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 

● God wooing apostate Israel 

○ Jerusalem.  Representing the nation. 

● V2 cry to her.   Vigorously. 

● V2 Threefold message. 

○ That her warfare is ended,  

■ Warfare.  Also service.  An appointed period of hardship.  Refers to the 

bondage of the nation due to sin and apostasy 

■ Ended.   Fulfilled in the millennium. 

○ That her iniquity is pardoned,  

■ Iniquity: sin nature. 

■ Pardoned: atoning sacrifice accepted, requirement of justice satisfied. 

■ Looking forward to Is 53 

○ That she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 

■ Received.  Tribulation due to sin and apostasy. 

■ Double: lit folded in half. Matching halves. 

■ Expressing precision: The tribulation experienced is exactly what was 

needed to accomplish the LORD’s purpose for His people. 

● Unbelievers would fall away. 

● The believing remnant would persevere.  

● V2 is an outline of the proclamation of comfort in the chapters following 

■ 40:2 - 48:22 Redemption and deliverance from bondage 

■ 49:1 - 57:21 Salvation from sins 

■ 58:1 - 66:24 Coming blessing 



 

 

● Voice 1: The way of the LORD 40:3-5 

3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

● V3 A voice cries: 

○ Picture of one crying out so that everyone can hear.   

○ As a servant going before a king to ensure that his way was cleared. 

○ Anonymous to emphasize the message. 

○ Referenced by John the Baptist to describe himself to the Jews. (Jn 1:23) 

● V3 In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God.  

○ God coming to the aid of His people. As Dt 33:2, Ps 68:7. 

○ Wilderness.  Pictures the tragic condition of the nation: lost in sin and departed 

from God. 

○ The people are to prepare the way by removing obstacles 

■ As John the Baptist proclaims in Mt 3:8: Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance 

○ Highway.  

■ Straight and level way. 

■ As the Babylonian masdahu: a processional way over which idols were 

carried during religious festivals. 

● V4  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  

○ Picture of building a road. 

○ Starts out rough.  Valleys filled in, hills cut down.  Road made straight and level. 

● V5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,  

○ The existing majesty and beauty of the LORD will be manifested. 

○ All people will see it. 

■ Both believers and unbelievers. 

● V5 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

○ Confirmation  

 

  



 

 

● Voice 2: The word of the LORD 40:6-8 

6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower 

of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the 

people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.  

● V6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  

○ And I said. Better as MT: and he said 

○ Anonymous to emphasize the message. 

● V6-7 Transience of man 

○ Picture of grass and flowers withering in a hot desert wind. 

○ Grass typically used to picture the transience of man (Is 37:27, 51:12) 

○ Beauty. Also constancy.  Moral and spiritual integrity. 

○ The breath of the Lord blows on it.  

■ As the hot, dry Sirocco wind from Arabia blows over Palestine in May. 

■ Testing the integrity. 

○ Withers, fades. Does not meet the test. 

○ The people. Re v1 My people. 

● V8 permanence of the word of God 

○ As a rock or mountain not affected by the wind. 

○ Our God. Specifically Yahweh. 

○ Meets the test  

■ Not forgotten 

■ Not changed 

■ Not invalidated 

● Peter applies this passage to the gospel 

○ 1 Pet 1:23-25 23 …since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like 

grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower 

falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good 

news that was preached to you. 

○ Flesh withers and fades 

○ The gospel brings life which does not fade 

 

  



 

 

● Voice 3: The coming of the LORD 40:9-11 

9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O 

Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and 

his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  

● V9 Direction to the messenger  

○ O Zion, herald of good news;  

■ As Is 2:3 For out of Zion shall go forth the law,and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem. 

○ Go on up to a high mountain 

■ So that all may hear 

○ lift up your voice with strength...lift it up, fear not;  

■ How the message is to be proclaimed 

■ With strength  

■ Without fear 

● V9 The message: Behold your God. 

○ Behold.  Look. 

○ Your God.  God’s presence.  The central message of the gospel. 

○ Re v5 God’s glory manifested. 

● V10-11 The message explained 

○ the Lord God comes with might.  Power. 

○ his arm rules for him. Sovereignty. 

○ his reward is with him. Wages earned for the work of salvation 

○ He will tend his flock like a shepherd.   

■ Flock.  Re v10 His reward: the believing remnant saved 

■ Cares for them like a shepherd: leads them, cares for them, protects 

them, knows them by name. 

○ Contrast  

■ V11 arms that are gentle to carry 

■ v10 arm that is mighty to save  

○ Contrast 

■ V11 gentle tending of His flock 

■ V2 double received for sins 

 

  



 

 

God the Creator, guarantor of His promises 40:12-31 

God is the Creator of all things.  Before Him the nations are as nothing, idols are as nothing, the 

people's are as nothing. He is faithful to strengthen His people. 

 

● The Creator’s omnipotence. 40:12 

12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, 

enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a 

balance?  

● Primary OT verse about God as Creator 

● Measured...marked off...enclosed...weighed. 

○ Precise working. 

● Waters...dust. Heavens...earth. 

○ Contrasts indicating totality. 

● Hollow of His hand. 

○ Immensity of the Creator compared to the creation. 

 

● The Creator’s omniscence 40:13-14 

13 Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? 14 Whom did he 

consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him 

knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?  

● v13 Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD 

○ Same verb as v12. God measures all things; none can measure Him. 

● V13 what man shows him his counsel 

○ God is not subject to the direction of man 

○ Re Is 9:6 Wonderful Counselor 

● v14 Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? 

○ No one can advise God 

● V14 Who taught him 

○ No one can teach God, since He knows everything. 

● Used by Paul in Ro 11:34, 1 Cor2:16 

 

  



 

 

● The Creator’s independence. 40:15-17 

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; 

behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its 

beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by 

him as less than nothing and emptiness.  

● V15 Behold.   

○ Heb: Behold, Behold! 

○ Points to both the creation and its inhabitants. 

● V15 the nations are nothing 

○ the nations are like a drop from a bucket,  

and are accounted as the dust on the scales; 

■ Pictures of insignificance: The nations are unable to affect their Creator. 

■ Not valueless 

● V16 Man’s religion is nothing 

○ Lebanon would not suffice for fuel,  

nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 

■ Re religion:  

■ All man’s religious works are not enough to affect God. 

● V17 All the nations are as nothing  

○ All the nations.  All nations together  

○ as nothing before him.   Compared to God.  Heb ‘ayin: there is not.  

○ Emptiness.  As Gen 1:2 without form and void. Lacking meaning and purpose. 

 

● The sole Deity. 40:18-20 

18 To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? 19 An idol! A craftsman casts 

it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts for it silver chains. 20 He who is too impoverished for 

an offering chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not 

move.  

● v18 To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? 

○ God is the only true God. 

○ Nothing compares with Him. 

○ Making a likeness of Him brings Him down to the level of the created. 

● V19-20 An idol  

○ A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold.  He who is too 

impoverished for an offering chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a 

skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move. 

■ An idol is entirely man-made.  Any strength it has comes from man. 

■ Nothing divine. 

● Here is satire: so much care taken to make something worthless. 

 

  



 

 

● The Creator as King of Kings. 40:21-24 

21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 

understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a 

tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 24 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows 

on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  

● v21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

○ Challenging God’s people, who should have known the omnipotent Creator 

○ Chiastic: know - hear - hear - know. 

○ From His word and from His creation  

● V22-23 Three clauses describing God 

○ It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 

grasshoppers;  

■ God on His heavenly throne rules and maintains the earth 

■ Contrast its inhabitants: small and powerless. 

○ (It is he) who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a 

tent to dwell in;  

■ God created and controls the heavens 

■ Curtain.  Light and thin veil. 

○ (It is he) who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 

emptiness.  

■ God is the Lord of history 

■ Reassurance in the face of the coming Babylonian captivity  

■ emptiness.  As Gen 1:2 without form and void. Lacking meaning and 

purpose. 

● V24 Transience of human government 

○ Scarcely.  Hardly in place before removed. 

○ Planted.  Passive tense: done to them by God. 

○ he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like 

stubble 

■ Picture of plants withering to stubble and carried off by the wind. 

■ Done by God 

 

  



 

 

● The Creator as Lord of the heavens.  40:25-26 

25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes 

on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; 

by the greatness of his might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing.  

● V25 To whom then will you compare me 

○ Re v18 

○ None compares with God 

● V25 says the Holy One 

○ Morally perfect 

○ Separate from His creation 

● V26 The LORD’s power shown in the heavens 

○ He created the stars 

○ He...brings out their host by number, calling them all by name. 

■ As an army is mustered. 

○ He maintains them by His power. 

 

  



 

 

● He is faithful to strengthen His people. 40:27-31 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is 

disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting 

God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the 

LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

● v27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

○ Why do you say 

■ A common complaint of unbelief 

○ O Jacob, and speak, O Israel 

■ Reminding them of their origin 

○ My way is hidden from the LORD,  

■ Saying that God is not omnipotent; He does not see His people’s plight. 

○ my right is disregarded by my God 

■ Saying that they have the right (apart from God) to be vindicated, and 

God is ignoring that right. 

● V28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?  

○ As v21 More rhetorical questions to His people 

○ The truth about God 

■ Eternal: not limited by time 

■ Creator: not limited by space 

■ He does not  grow weary. 

■ His understanding has no limit.  He fully understands all of creation, but 

cannot be fully understood by man. 

● V29 He gives power to the faint 

○ God’s understanding extends to His people:  

■ He knows their weakness 

■ He shares His power with them. 

○ Faint: inherently weak. 

○ Weary: exhausted by the hardness of life 

○ Youths...young men: choicest, most fit, in the prime of life. 

○ Wait: hope in, trust in, rest in.  Participle > continuing relationship. 

○ Renew: To put on afresh 

○ Strength: a new kind of strength, as if men became eagles 

■ Mounting up and soaring 

■ Not weary (overcome by life) 

■ Not faint (inherently weak) 

  



 

Discussion 

We will break into two groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1. Three words of comfort (40:1-11) 

a. The way of the Lord 

b. The word of the Lord 

c. The coming of the Lord 

2. The Guarantee: God the Creator (40:12-31) 

a. God’s character 

b. Worthlessness of idols 

For next week:   

● God the Lord of history, guarantor of His promises 41:1-7 

● Guaranteed consolation 41:8-20 
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