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Message #35                                                                                                            Ezekiel 32:1-32 

 

We come now to the sixth prophecy of Ezekiel, which was given in the 12
th

 year, the 12
th

 month 

and the first day.  So the date is March 3, 585 B.C., two months after the captives in Babylon had 

learned about the destruction of Jerusalem (Ezek. 33:21).  Again the subject for the final time is 

Egypt.  Why is that?  Why does God devote so many chapters to a warning against Egypt?   

 

Egypt has always been a thorn in Israel’s side and God will make her pay for it.  Egypt kept 

Israel captive for 400 years.  Even when Israel and Egypt seemed to get along, one historian said 

it has always been a “cold peace.”  There is always some conflict between the Egyptian Arabs 

and Israelis.   

 

When Israel became a nation in 1948, for the first 30 years Egypt was her biggest enemy.  Those 

two countries fought four wars (1948, 1956, 1967, 1973).  In 1977 Anwar Sadat, the President of 

Egypt, decided to try to achieve peace with Israel and his slogan was “no more wars.”  But as 

Dan Eldar writes, “Today, the Egyptian perception of peace with Israel still regards the two 

countries to be in conflict in ways that could lead to the brink of war” (Egypt and Israel: A 

Reversible Peace, The Middle East Quarterly, p. 1). 

 

The peace is plastic.  It is not solid.  The truth is Egypt belongs to a coalition of Arab nations that 

hate Israel.  Beyond the peace rhetoric is an underlying animosity that has existed for thousands 

of years and God has kept record of every bit of it.  As one commentator said, Egypt has been 

“Israel’s perennial foe.” 

 

God says to Ezekiel, I want you to take up a final lament against Egypt and specifically the 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt (32:2).  A lament is a funeral dirge that typically was given when one 

was buried.   

 

Now we have all been to graveside services and at graveside services you try to say something 

nice and encouraging about the individual.  Just imagine standing by a graveside and having 

some prophet say–this person was a monster totally destroyed by God and his memory and his 

annihilation should be a warning not to follow his evil and destructive ways.   

 

That is, in all reality, what Ezekiel was to say to Pharaoh. 

 

God says you speak this directly to him and you tell him this: 

 

BECAUSE OF WHAT EGYPT HAS DONE AGAINST ISRAEL, GOD IS GOING TO 

UTTERLY AND COMPLETELY DESTROY THE EGYPTIAN LEADER AND THE 

EGYPTIAN PEOPLE. 

 

Now the chapter breaks down into three main sections: 
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SECTION #1 – The lamentation against Pharaoh.  32:2-10 

 

Ezekiel was to reveal specific messages from God to Pharaoh: 

 

Message #1 - You compared yourself to a lion among the nations.  32:2a 

 

The arrogance again is seen in the fact that this Pharaoh imagined himself to be the strong young 

lion of all the nations.  He saw himself as the great power who roamed around afraid of nothing 

and conquering anything he considered to be his prey. 

 

Message #2 - You are like a sea monster.  32:2b 

 

Everything you were involved in you muddied.  This person was not refreshing to any.  He 

stirred up trouble and dirt everywhere he went.  In the Bible, you do not want God to classify 

you as some sea monster.  Whenever God refers to someone as some sea monster, it is typically 

in the context of what He has crushed or what He intends to crush (Is. 27:1; 51:9-11; Ps. 74:13).   

 

So this Pharaoh saw himself as a young unstoppable lion and God saw him as a monster He 

would crush.  Isn’t that interesting?  The way one sees self and the way God sees that same 

person may be in completely different ways. 

 

There are many people who arrogantly think they are right with God and will be honored by God 

and they are heading to eternal destruction.  That is the way it was for this “sea monster.” 

 

Message #3 - You will be caught in the net of God.  32:3 

 

This is a fascinating verse.  Typically you catch sea monsters with a hook, not a net.  God 

doesn’t need a hook to haul in arrogant people.  God says I will bring many nations of peoples 

against you and together they will form My sovereign net that will bring you to destruction. 

 

Message #4 - You will be cast by God unto the land and left in the open fields.  32:4 

 

Sea monsters cannot survive on the land.  In fact, those who are left on the land rot into nothing 

and become food for predator birds and beasts.  That is exactly what God will do to the 

Egyptians.  He will take them from their place of comfortable residency and bring them to 

destruction.   Literally dead bodies will be eaten by birds and beasts.  Your power will be broken 

and you will be brought to nothing.  Most of this will take place during the Tribulation.   

 

Message #5 - Your flesh will be destroyed and you will become refuse.  32:5 

 

The Hebrew here describes a flesh that is rotting and is filled with worms (Moshe Greenberg, 

Ezekiel 21-37, Vol. 2, p. 652).  God says I will literally fill the valleys with your rotting dead 

bodies. 

 



              p. 192 

 

Message #6 - Your land will be drenched with flowing blood.  32:6 

 

God says your flood land will be your blood land.  God says I will overflow your land with your 

own blood.  God says I will destroy you to the point that the Egyptian people will be dead from 

the ravines to the mountains. 

 

Message #7 - You will be extinguished when God causes darkness to dominate the land. 

                          32:7-8 

 

God says I will extinguish your light and I will extinguish heavenly lights. 

 

This clearly has Tribulation ramifications.  In Revelation 8 we learn that God will begin to 

darken 1/3
rd

 of the light.  We suspect that this will happen somewhere near the middle of the 

Tribulation.  We know from Joel 2:1-2 that these are Tribulation things that will happen. 

 

Message #8 - You will be appalled by many nations by My destruction of you.  32:9-10 

 

What God will do to Egypt will have, as one writer said, “a profound effect on other nations.”   

The reverberations of what God did to Egypt will spread wide and far.  In fact, God says when I 

do this to you it will be at a time when every man will tremble for his own life. 

 

Clearly this is describing a worldwide time when God is pouring out His wrath on all mankind. 

 

SECTION #2 – The declaration of Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Pharaoh.  32:11-16 

 

Now God says to Ezekiel you tell Pharaoh that to start this all off, I am going to use the king of 

Babylon.  God says I will bring the king of Babylon, who was Nebuchadnezzar, right into your 

land.  God says tell him what will happen: 

 

Action #1 - They will use swords to cause hordes of your people to be destroyed.  32:11 

 

God will literally cause ruthless people to come into the land and use knives and swords to slice 

and dice and kill them. 

 

Action #2 - They will devastate the pride of Egypt.  32:12a 

 

God would cause the worst tyrants in the world to totally destroy even the best in Egypt. 

 

Action #3 - They will destroy hordes of people.  32:12b 

 

God would not just permit them to destroy the leaders, but also the people. 
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Action #4 - Their cattle and men will be removed from fertile areas.  32:13 

 

Cattle was and still is big business in Egypt.  In ancient times many Egyptian deities had the 

form of cattle, especially the bull. 

 

In 2016 there were a least 9 million head of cattle in Egypt and 4 million buffalo.  Calf 

production was up 4 percent and beef production was up 10 percent. 

 

God says I will bring it all to a crashing halt.  During the Tribulation, Egyptian cattle ranches and 

ranchers will be destroyed and the cattle along with it. 

 

Action #5 - Their water will flow smooth without any use from animals or humans.  32:14 

 

The water will be calm and flow smoothly because there won’t be any people or animals to 

disturb it.   

 

Action #6 - Their land and people will come to total destitution.  32:15 

 

Everything in the Egyptian land will be emptied.  When God does this all will know God did 

this. 

 

Notice all will know that “I am the LORD.”  What that means is when this ultimately happens, 

all will know that God is the covenant God of Israel and He is the I AM who judged Egypt. 

 

In fact, the women all over the world will be talking about this and chanting about this. 

 

Now Nebuchadnezzar did do some of these things to Egypt, but not all.  We know from Daniel 

11 that when the Antichrist is headquartered in Jerusalem, he will stretch out his hand against 

Egypt (Dan. 11:42).  So much that is described here is yet to come. 

 

SECTION #3 – The information about what life is like in Sheol.  32:17-32 

 

Now there is a graphic description in these verses of what happens to those who arrogantly mock 

the God of the Bible and Israel.  It is not pleasant.  If one thinks execution by a sword is 

unpleasant, the eternity that awaits is much worse than that. 

 

According to verse 17, two weeks after this lamentation concerning Pharaoh and Egypt, God 

gives a message to the entire heathen world and he gives a glimpse of what has happened to the 

nations of the world who mocked Him and His Word and His people. 

 

It does not appear that Ezekiel’s message gives a total and complete picture of what happens to 

one who dies, but he certainly, as Dr. Charles Dyer said, does show that after a person dies there 

is no opportunity to change destiny (Ezekiel, p. 1292). 
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According to verse 18, what happens to God-mocking people is sad.  The numbers of people in 

the pit of hell are numerous and it is cause for Ezekiel to “Wail.”  Some very impressive and 

powerful nations of the world are in Sheol.  We know from this book that Assyria is there, Egypt 

is about to be there as would be Babylon, Greece, and ultimately Rome.  There will be many 

great powers that will end up in this scary, eternal place. 

 

In verses 19-20 what we see are the nations gathered together in Sheol in the pit and they have 

no glory and they are in deep abasement and shame.  Their bodies are in the pit and the grave, 

but their souls are in sheol in the unseen regions. 

 

They are classified as “uncircumcised.”  This term has a direct connection to Israel.   

 

We learn from verses 22-23 that Assyria is there.  They are in the remotest part of the pit, which 

would seem to indicate that there are various degrees in this place of punishment.  All of them 

are there.  At one time they spread terror to the world and they certainly do not do that now. 

 

We learn from verses 24-25 that Elam is there.  The people here inhabited an area known today 

as SW Iran.  Notice they were a force that caused terror in the world while they lived in the land 

of the living, now they are in the eternal land of the damned.   

 

We learn from verses 26-28 that Russia is there.  They too instilled terror in the land of the 

living, which of course is the Promised Land.  This is a reference to movement that will come 

from Russia during the Tribulation.  In fact, we will see it in this very book. 

 

We learn from verse 29 that Edom is there.  This is a reference to the alliance of the Arab 

nations.  Various kings that led various Arab powers will also be in Sheol. 

 

We learn from verse 30 that the Sidonians are there.  This certainly has reference to 

Mediterranean coastal cities that made life difficult for Israel. They are there. 

 

God says in verse 31 that Pharaoh will see all of these hordes of people in hell and that is the 

only thing that will bring him any comfort. 

 

He will realize that he is not burning alone for his hatred of Israel; but many are burning with 

him.   

 

Think of this.  These onetime giants of the world are burning in a pit together. 

 

This is what happens to the proud and arrogant.  This is their fate.   


