
Christ Reformation Church  
Tillamook, Oregon 

www.sermonaudio.com/crc 
www.cryingoutforjustice.com 

1 
 

                       
The Prophetic Office of All 
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Sermon Text:  John 10:27 
 
Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 8 
 
Introduction- 
 
Hebrews 8:1-13  Now the point in 
what we are saying is this: we have 
such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in heaven,  
(2)  a minister in the holy places, in 
the true tent that the Lord set up, 
not man.  (3)  For every high priest 
is appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; thus it is necessary for 
this priest also to have something 
to offer.  (4)  Now if he were on 
earth, he would not be a priest at 
all, since there are priests who offer 
gifts according to the law.  (5)  They 
serve a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly things. For when Moses 
was about to erect the tent, he was 

instructed by God, saying, "See that 
you make everything according to 
the pattern that was shown you on 
the mountain."  (6)  But as it is, 
Christ has obtained a ministry that 
is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is 
better, since it is enacted on better 
promises.  (7)  For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion to 
look for a second.  (8)  For he finds 
fault with them when he says: 
"Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will 
establish a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah,  (9)  not like the covenant 
that I made with their fathers on 
the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt. For they did not continue 
in my covenant, and so I showed no 
concern for them, declares the 
Lord.  (10)  For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my laws into their 
minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  (11)  And 
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they shall not teach, each one his 
neighbor and each one his brother, 
saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they 
shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest.  (12)  For I 
will be merciful toward their 
iniquities, and I will remember 
their sins no more."  (13)  In 
speaking of a new covenant, he 
makes the first one obsolete. And 
what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish 
away. 

 
I want to talk to you all this morning 
about a vital doctrine of Scripture that 
is being neglected today to our harm.  
In conservative churches like ours, we 
have stood against what we believe to 
be “pneumatic” errors – that is to say, 
errors regarding the “pneuma” – the 
Holy Spirit. We know that all kinds of 
crazy things have been attributed to 
some “mighty work” of the Spirit in 
the history of the church. False 
prophets and prophetesses arise and 
claim to be inspired by the Spirit of the 
Lord. Charlatans come along and insist 
that they can do miracles and give us 
signs by the power of the Spirit. 
People start seeking some personal 
experience to the neglect of the study 
of Scripture and lead themselves into 
all kinds of falsehoods and trouble. 
These are things we continue to guard 
against. 
 

At the same time, as always, we must 
guard against the all too human 
tendency to become unbalanced and 
reject the work of the Spirit in the 
believer altogether. It is my opinion 
that such over-reaction is occurring 
today and as a result we are seeing 
man’s traditions being lorded over 
Christ’s people, causing great harm 
and damage.  
 
Let me give you a very current 
example of this thing gone wrong and 
then I want to show you what God’s 
Word says about the work of the Holy 
Spirit in every Christian. The 
following comes from a blog article I 
wrote that will be published next 
Friday- 
 

One of the recurring themes we hear 
from Christians who are abuse 
victims/survivors is that when they 
went to their pastor or church for help, 
reporting the abuse, they were told that 
they must remain with their abuser or 
at most separate from him for a time, 
always working toward reconciliation. 
You saw this thing recently in the case 
where The Village Church attempted 
to put Karen Hinkley under church 
discipline because, without conferring 
and seeking permission from the 
church elders (Shock Horror! ) 
Karen had her 'marriage' annulled on 
grounds that it was a fraudulent 
marriage in the first place.  — It was a 
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fraudulent marriage in the first place, 
which is why I put 'marriage' in quotes. 
 
In all cases like this, we see pastors 
and churches "shepherding" or "caring 
for" the victim and abuser — as they 
put it. And behind all of this is an 
attitude or conviction or doctrine of the 
church and of the pastorate and even of 
the nature of the individual Christian 
that essentially says "we will mediate 
Christ to you." It is quite Roman 
Catholic actually. The thing is much 
like a formal priesthood which behaves 
as if the individual Christian is led and 
directed by the church, unable on their 
own to discern the voice of the Good 
Shepherd.  

 
What we see in genuine believers 
today is a kind of “cognitive 
dissonance.” In their own thinking, 
they see something one way. But their 
ability to perceive and discern is 
denied by their church and church 
leaders or by books written by 
“eminent” church leaders, and they 
assume, well, they must be wrong 
because these guys surely know better 
than I do.  And yet, it just doesn’t feel 
right to them….but then, feelings – 
you know you can’t trust them.  We’ve 
all been taught that.   
 
Now look back again at that Hebrews 
8 passage at verses 10-11: 
 

(10)  For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws into their minds, 
and write them on their hearts, and 
I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.  (11)  And they shall 
not teach, each one his neighbor 
and each one his brother, saying, 
'Know the Lord,' for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest.   
 
God says that in the New Covenant in 
Christ, ALL believers (unlike the 
members of the OLD covenant under 
Moses) will know the Lord.  ALL will 
have His Law written on their hearts. 
They will each one have the ability to 
recognize the Lord and to know and 
recognize His Word!  ALL of them! 
 
Joel speaks of this and his prophecy is 
applied by the apostles directly to 
believers in the New Covenant: 
 
Acts 2:15-18  For these people are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it 
is only the third hour of the day.  
(16)  But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel:  (17)  
"'And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit on all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams;  (18)  even on 
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my male servants and female 
servants in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy. 

 
Prophesy does not mean just “predict 
the future” here. It means “speak the 
word of the Lord.”  It means to have 
the ability to declare God’s Word. To 
know it and to understand it – just like 
Jeremiah said.   
 
We have this very thing confirmed 
REPEATEDLY in the New 
Testament: 
 
I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me  (John 
10:14) 
 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. (John 
10:27) 
 
Every real Christian is indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit and is led by the Spirit – 
 
Romans 8:5-9  For those who live 
according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, 
but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit.  (6)  For to set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace.  (7)  For the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God's law; 

indeed, it cannot.  (8)  Those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.  
(9)  You, however, are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 

 
“Those who live according the Spirt” 
are Christians.  Not some class of 
“super-Christian,” but ALL Christians. 
Every Christian is indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit and therefore sets their mind on 
the Spirit. Anyone who lacks this does 
not belong to Christ at all.   
 
And there is more.  Listen to John in 
his first epistle: 
 
I write these things to you about those 
who are trying to deceive you. But the 
anointing that you received from him 
abides in you, and you have no need 
that anyone should teach you. But as 
his anointing teaches you about 
everything, and is true, and is no lie — 
just as it has taught you, abide in 
him. (1 John 2:26-27) 
 
But you have been anointed by the 
Holy One, and you all have 
knowledge. I write to you, not because 
you do not know the truth, but because 
you know it, and because no lie is of 
the truth. (1 John 2:20-21) 
 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they 
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are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. (1 John 
4:1) 
 
We are from God. Whoever knows 
God listens to us; whoever is not from 
God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error. (1 John 4:6) 
 
Whoever knows God listens to the 
Apostles (ie, the Scriptures) because 
the authors of Scripture wrote the 
Word of God. Therefore the Scripture 
is that voice of the Good Shepherd 
which all His sheep hear and recognize 
and follow. 
 
There is no Christian who lacks this 
ability. 
 
There is more: 
 
But that is not the way you learned 
Christ! — assuming that you have 
heard about him and were taught in 
him, as the truth is in Jesus, (Ephesians 
4:20-21) 
 
What About Pastors and Teachers? 
 
God has, in Christ, given the church 
pastors and teachers (see Ephesians 4). 
There are the offices of elder and 
deacon in the church. We are told 
(Hebrews 13:17) to obey our leaders 
and submit to them as they keep watch 
over our souls. And we are to give 

double honor to those elders who work 
hard at teaching and preaching. But 
these leaders are also cautioned to not 
be "domineering over those in your 
charge" (see 1 Peter 5:1ff). 
 
What I would call the prophetic office 
of every Christian certainly does not 
negate the validity of pastors and 
teachers in the church.  However, it 
seems to me that one of the chief 
errors of The Village Church, 
evidenced recently thanks to the 
courage of Karen Hinkley speaking 
out, is that the leaders there, as well as 
many of the members, have forgotten 
the doctrine of the priesthood of the 
individual Christian. They have 
neglected the truth that every Christian 
hears the voice of the Good Shepherd 
and that Christ is indeed quite able to 
direct each one of His people in the 
way they should go. This is exactly 
what Isaiah anticipated of the New 
Covenant: 
 
And though the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity and the water of 
affliction, yet your Teacher will not 
hide himself anymore, but your eyes 
shall see your Teacher. And your ears 
shall hear a word behind you, saying, 
"This is the way, walk in it," when you 
turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left. (Isaiah 30:20-21) 
 
And therefore church leaders must 
balance their pastoral ministry to the 
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flock with these truths. Namely, that 
the individual sheep has the ability to 
hear the Lord saying "This is the way, 
walk in it."  
 
Applications 
 
Now, the implications of this doctrine 
of the prophetic ministry of all 
believers are profound, far-reaching, 
and should be a wonderful 
encouragement to every true Christian.   
 
For Abuse Victims in the Church 
 
You simply cannot just "blow off" all 
of these scores of Christians, for 
example, who have told and keep 
telling us that they finally had to 
disregard to dictates of their church 
because those commands were in 
contradiction to what they came to 
realize was the leading of Christ.  You 
cannot dismiss them. You cannot say 
"well, ok, so you have witness after 
witness after witness saying that the 
Lord told them to pack up right now 
and leave, but we choose to conclude 
that they are all just following their 
own selfish desires."  
 
If that were the case, the stories we 
would be receiving from these 
Christians who were victimized and 
chose to leave and divorce their abuser 
would be a repeated message of "my 
conscience is so guilty. I am under 

heavy conviction. I have sinned by 
leaving and filing the divorce papers." 
That is not the anthem they sing. 
 
For Christians Being Subjected to the 
Bondage of Legalism 
 
The legalist works to beat down the 
believer’s confidence in the truth of 
the gospel. He works to rob us of our 
freedom in Christ. One typical way he 
operates is to insist that HE alone 
knows and that WE must listen to him!   
 
In such a case, each of us must be 
wise. We must not disregard our sense 
that something is wrong with what this 
person is saying and demanding. 
Otherwise this will be the outcome: 
 
2 Corinthians 11:13-20  For such 
men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ.  (14)  And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light.  (15)  
So it is no surprise if his servants, 
also, disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness. Their 
end will correspond to their deeds.  
(16)  I repeat, let no one think me 
foolish. But even if you do, accept 
me as a fool, so that I too may 
boast a little.  (17)  What I am 
saying with this boastful 
confidence, I say not with the 
Lord's authority but as a fool.  (18)  
Since many boast according to the 
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flesh, I too will boast.  (19)  For you 
gladly bear with fools, being wise 
yourselves!  (20)  For you bear it if 
someone makes slaves of you, or 
devours you, or takes advantage of 
you, or puts on airs, or strikes you 
in the face. 

 
The Spirit in us will expose such false 
sheep. He will show us that we are 
being devoured, enslaved, and struck 
in the face. Listen to Him!  Trust in 
His leading of you no matter how 
much these wicked enemies rail 
against you and insist that you must 
conform and bow to them.  Christ does 
not lead us in that manner.  The Spirit 
in us will be in harmony with Him, not 
in dissonance.   
 
For Christians Being Pressured by the 
Wickedness of Libertinism 
 
Apply now the prophetic ministry of 
every believe to the libertine lies being 
laid upon us today. “You are too 
judgmental. Stop judging. God loves 
everyone. It doesn’t matter if you have 
sex apart from marriage or if you 
choose to practice homosexual 
“marriage.”   
 
And yet the Holy Spirit in us bears 
witness in us that these things are evil, 
just as God’s Word says. Do not doubt 
your stand against them. 
 
 

 
For Church Leaders 
 
The prophetic office of every believe 
is also a huge encouragement to 
church leaders. First, it enables pastors 
and elders and teachers to take care to 
themselves and not fall prey to the 
temptation to lord it over the flock.   
 
Positively, this is very freeing.  All that 
I am required to do by the Lord as your 
pastor, and the same is true of our 
elders, is to present God’s Word to you 
accurately and encourage you to walk 
in it. I do not have to, nor must I, 
coerce you to do it. If you are a real 
member of Christ’s flock then you will 
hear in His Word preached, HIS voice 
and you will follow Him. 
 
I also can take comfort in knowing that 
when I err and do not rightly present 
Christ’s Word, His Spirit will be at 
work in you showing that to be the 
case. 
 
Application to Recent Events in 
ARBCA 
 
You all know that we have resigned as 
members of ARBCA. Our reasons for 
resigning essentially are that these very 
doctrines we are considering here and 
especially that of the prophetic 
ministry of every Christian, is not 
properly recognized in that association. 
As a result, leaders are lording 
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authority that Christ never gave them 
over Christ’s people. Those leaders 
have failed to hear Christ’s people 
saying “no, the Spirit in us is not 
leading us the way you say we must 
go.”  Instead, they have replaced the 
Spirit’s ministry with a 29 page 
position paper and demanded everyone 
adhere to it or get out of the 
association.  
 
The Reassurance of Christ and His 
Love to Us 
 
Christ mediates His love directly to us 
through this ministry of the Spirit in us 
– 
 
Romans 8:14-17  For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God.  (15)  For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, "Abba! Father!"  (16)  The 
Spirit himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of 
God,  (17)  and if children, then 
heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. 

 
 
Martin Luther knew these things and it 
was what enabled him to stand firm 
against incredible threat and pressure 
to deny Christ. We have the same 

Spirit in us, the same ability, and the 
very same responsibility to stand as he 
did: 
 

Unless I am convinced by the 
testimony of the Holy Scriptures or by 
evident reason-for I can believe neither 
pope nor councils alone, as it is clear 
that they have erred repeatedly and 
contradicted themselves-I consider 
myself convicted by the testimony of 
Holy Scripture, which is my basis; my 
conscience is captive to the Word of 
God. Thus I cannot and will not recant, 
because acting against one's 
conscience is neither safe nor sound. 
God help me. Amen. 


