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KJV – Genesis 46:1-34 

 

“Israel moves to Egypt” 

Introduction: 
 
     When God’s people are wondering what God’s will is for their lives, they need to seek God’s face 
in prayer and purpose in their hearts to obey His word, but one must first deal with any and all sin 
in their life in order to be able to hear God’s word and will for their life. 
 
     If we desire to know God’s will, we must come before God personally and admit our sin and our 
failures. We need to praise and thank Him for who He is and for what He has accomplished in us. 
Don’t ever get to the point where you feel like you don’t have anything to thank God for; just thank 
Him for His grace.  
 
     If you confess your sin, and repent, then start counting your blessing and thanking God for each 
and every one of them. Before long you will find yourself on shouting ground and your sorrow has 
been overtaken by joy, assurance, praise and worship. 
 
     People who refuse to bow and humble themselves before God will never know the will of God.  
 
Matthew 18:3-4 

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

     Those who do not deal with their sin, confess their failures of sin before God will never know the 
will of God. 

Psalm 66:18 

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 

     Dr. C. I. Scofield remarked on this text as, “It is important to distinguish between the directive 
(providential) will of God and the permissive will of God” (Scofield, 1917 Commentary Notes on Genesis 
46, page 65). It is important to notice here that God is allowing Jacob and the entire family to move 
to Egypt which goes against what the LORD had told his father and grandfather.  
 
     No, this is not God changing His mind or His plan; this is called God’s permissive will. 
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Genesis 46:1-4 

1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto 
the God of his father Isaac. 

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 

3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of 
thee a great nation: 

4 I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his 
hand upon thine eyes. 

     Jacob was afraid to go to Egypt, why? Because God had told Abraham and Isaac not to go. In fact 
Abraham suffered greatly because he did go, so even though Jacob wanted to go to see his son 
Joseph he was afraid.  

     He journeyed to the southernmost city of  Canaan, the place called Beersheba which was a 
notable site about 25 miles southwest of Hebron and a favorite place of worship for both his 
grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac.  

     Jacob went there to worship; he offered sacrifices unto the LORD. He was indeed afraid and his 
anxiety about his departure to Egypt was comforted because God not only gave him permission to 
go, but He gave His Sovereign promise that He would make them a great nation and then bring that 
nation back again.  

     Your Bible doubters and contradictors will declare, “See, God changed His plan, or changed His 
mind by giving Jacob approval to go.” I say unto them, study your Bible don’t just read it, look at 
Genesis chapter 15. 

Genesis 15:13-16 

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. 

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 

16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full. 

     After one compares Scripture with Scripture they can clearly see that God did not change His 
plan. He is fulfilling what He told Abram two generations earlier. This was all part of God Sovereign 
plan from the beginning.  
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     God told Jacob to fear not, but to go. He declared unto him that his seed would return and be a 
great nation. If fact God even promised Jacob that he would indeed see his son Joseph again and that 
he would die a peaceful death by Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

Genesis 46:5-6 

5 And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little 
ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came 
into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: 

     God promises to personally go down to Egypt with Jacob. The move for a faithful believer may by 
lonely, but rest assured the faithful believer never moves alone. God promised not to forsake them 
and leave them nation of Israel in Egypt. This event occurred about 1875 B.C. and they would 
remain there for a total of 430 years until Exodus 12:40 which occurred around 1445 B.C. 

Genesis 46:7-8 

7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought 
he with him into Egypt. 

8 And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, 
Jacob's firstborn. 

     Just a quick side note: this is the first time ever in the Scriptures that the writer Moses referred to 
the family as a whole in this way “Israel.” 

Genesis 46:9-27 

9 And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. 

10 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a 
Canaanitish woman. 

11 And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

12 And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zarah: but Er and Onan died in the 
land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul. 

13 And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron. 

14 And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel. 

15 These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob in Padanaram, with his daughter Dinah: all the 
souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three. 

16 And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 
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17 And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and the sons 
of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 

18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, 
even sixteen souls. 

19 The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin. 

20 And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath the daughter 
of Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 

21 And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, 
Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 

22 These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. 

23 And the sons of Dan; Hushim. 

24 And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. 

25 These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto 
Jacob: all the souls were seven. 

26 All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, 
all the souls were threescore and six; 

27 And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of 
Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 

     All of these names prove to us how that individuals are very important to God. He cares about 
each and every single person. When Jacob got the approval from God to move, he packed up his 
entire family and moved them all. In the course of the fulfilling of God’s plan he told Abram in 
Genesis 15:13, a total of 70 Israelites were moved to Egypt as stated in verse 27.  However there 
were only 66 that came in with Jacob.  

-  33 children came through Leah (Genesis 46:15)                          
- 16 children came through Zilpah (Genesis 46:18)                          
- 14 children came through Rachel (Genesis 46:22)                                       
- 7 children came through Bilhah (Genesis 46:25) 

     This can get a bit complicated so you might want to calculate this later during your own private 
study time. But just to give you a quick overview if we total the numbers listed in the verses given 
we arrive at the sum of 70, which is what is stated in verse 27. 

     However, how does one explain the number 66 found in verse 26? 

     Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim were already in Egypt.  Judah’s two boys Er and Onan died in 
Canaan. If we subtract these five from the 70 names we are left with 65.  
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     For some odd reason Dinah is not counted among the total of 33, so if we add her name to the 65 
we get 66 total that made the move. 

Genesis 46:28 

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the 
land of Goshen. 

     Notice here that once again Judah arises to the forefront when called. It was Judah who was 
singled out to pave the way for the move to the land of Goshen. It would later be the virgin born 
Messiah from this line of Judah that would pave the way up Mount Calvary to pay the price of sin. It 
will later be the Lion from the Tribe of Judah that will return and bruise the head of the serpent and 
defeat the armies of Satan and the antichrist in the Battle of Armageddon. He will establish His 
Kingdom that we usher His Saints into that last and final day of rest for 1000 years before we 
depart and go to our Heavenly home for all eternity. 

Genesis 46:29-34 

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented 
himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 

31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and 
say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto 
me; 

32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 

33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation? 

34 That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, 
and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination 
unto the Egyptians. 

     Jacob “Israel” was now reunited with his son Joseph. He thought Joseph was dead, but now after 
22 years of sorrow and emptiness he was a happy man because his other ten sons’ sin had affected 
the happiness of the entire family. 

Applications from this lesson: 

1. If we want to know God’s will, we must present ourselves a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2). 
2. If we want to know God’s will, we must seek His face in prayer. 
3. If we want to know God’s will, we must renew our mind with His word and obey. 
4. If we accomplish God’s will, we will receive His Sovereign blessings. 
5. If we accomplish God’s will, our entire family will benefit. 


