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PROP: Since the way to salvation is filled with fiery trials and difficult to the elect we 

must not indulge ourselves with sin but be careful to avoid the same pitfalls that 
ensnare the wicked. We must live for the will of God and entrust our souls to 
our faithful Creator while doing good. 

1 Peter 4 (ESV) 

Stewards of God’s Grace 

4 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the 
rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 3 The 
time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to 
this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and 
they malign you; 5 but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and 
the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God 
does.  

7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for 
the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As 
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one 
who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.  

Suffering as a Christian 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
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evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, 
but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the 
household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? 18 And  

      “     If the righteous is scarcely saved,  

                    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good.  

To this point Peter has been dealing with our responsibility to live godly lives even 
though we often must live under the authority of ungodly people. We are to submit to the 
authority of ungodly presidents, senators, employers, parents and husbands. However 
there are always limits to our submission to such people. Submission must never 
involve us with sin. It must never violate the will of Yahweh God who is the ultimate 
authority over everyone and over all things. We must live for the will of God even though 
we suffer for it. We must live for the will of God even though we must suffer torture and 
death and in this we have the sublime example of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Since 
therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for 
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin," (1 Peter 4:1, ESV)  

Jesus suffered in the flesh, the righteous for the unrighteous. He suffered the 
shame of the cross for doing good. He was reviled and slandered though he was utterly 
blameless and without sin. Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered not for his own sin, but he 
paid the death-penalty on his people’s behalf for he bore our sin in his own body on the 
cross. And we are to arm ourselves with this same way of thinking. Though it may mean 
our death we are to be faithful to our blessed Savior and we will receive the crown of life. 
Christ having been put to death for our sin has paid the penalty for sin and for him sin 
has ceased. Therefore, every believer ought to regard himself as having been put to 
death on account of sin. And as Christ our great Substitute who endured the cross in our 
place is clear of the guilt of sin, so are we clear from the guilt of our sin. If it were 
possible for someone to live again after he was put to death for his sin, he would not live 
under guilt and penalty of his old sin. So in that sense he has ceased from sin.  Jesus 
suffered once for sin and having risen from the dead and having been highly exalted and 
bestowed with the name that is above every name, "so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, " (Philippians 2:10-11, 
ESV) sin for him has ceased. So must it cease for us for whom Jesus died. 
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But there is another sense in which we have ceased from sin. In Christ we have 
died unto sin once, but now that we live unto God; we are as if we had actually died to 
sin, and had passed into a new state and condition by virtue of our union with Jesus 
Christ our Lord. But while this is true, there is a process of sanctification which we must 
undergo which we infer from Peter's command, to think in the same way Christ thought 
as he subjected himself to the unjust cross. Such a frame of mind is developed in us 
once sin ceases; once sin has no more dominion over us. We still have sinful hearts but 
sin is no longer our master. Our hearts cease from sin but our propensity for sin remains 
and so we arm ourselves to do battle with it and overcome it.  

Those who have been caused to be born again to a living hope are unified with 
Christ. They are said to be in Christ and Christ is said to be in them. "For through the 
law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (Galatians 2:19-20, 
ESV)  

If this is so then it follows that our way of living will reflect our union with Christ and 
we are moved by the Spirit of God to no longer live for human passions but for the will of 
God. Continuing to live according to human sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, 
drinking parties, and lawless idolatry does not comport at all with union with Christ. God 
by His Spirit works in us who are unified with Christ to turn us away from our sinful way 
of living. If sin has ceased for us as it has in Christ then the rest of our time in the flesh 
will spent living for the will of God. 

The Gentile or Roman society in Peter's day worshipped all sorts of gods or god 
concepts, such as the unknown god, all of which amounted to lawless idolatry. All the 
philosophies in ancient Greece and Rome were essentially religious propounding 
anything but the worship of Yahweh. Peter describes these religions and philosophies 
as a "flood of debauchery" for which they will give account to him who is ready to judge 
the living and the dead. The temples of Rome were brothels and their entertainments; 
brutality and murder. The society in which we live today is no better. All religions other 
than the religion of Yahweh amount to idolatry and the most successful entertainments 
of our day depict the same Roman brutality, murder and gross immorality if not more so. 
Those who are not unified with Christ by grace are dead while they live just as Peter 
writes, "For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God 
does." (1 Peter 4:6, ESV)  

 



- 4 - 
 
 

It is the will of God that we live in the spirit the way God does. The will of God is 
that we live in accord with his commandments. Paul puts it this way, "For this is the will 
of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you 
know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like 
the Gentiles who do not know God;" (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, ESV)  

Again, Paul writes, "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect." (Romans 12:2, ESV)  

Discernment of the will of God is impossible apart from conversion. No one will be 
careful to obey the law of God and walk in his statutes apart from conversion, and apart 
from conversion no one will be inclined to be godly. Our presuppositions will be 
invariably humanistic and self-centered. We will never discern what is good and 
acceptable and perfect and we will be thoroughly conformed to this world not only in our 
actions but in our world and life view. Though the apostles exhort us to live for the will of 
God and that this is most urgent and needful, apart from renewed minds we will not hear 
the apostles and we will not be able to discern the will of God.  

Spurgeon put it this way, "Nelson could not see the signal for suspending battle 
because he placed the glass to his blind eye, and man cannot see the truth as it is in 
Jesus because he has no mind to do so. Ungodly men are, as the country people say, 
"like the hogs in a harvest field," who will not come out for all your shouting. They cannot 
hear because they have no will to hear. Want of will causes paralysis of every faculty. In 
spiritual things man is utterly unable because resolvedly unwilling." 

We are to live for the will of God and we are enabled to live in this way because our 
sinful hearts have been changed by the sovereign grace of God. The sanctifying work of 
the Holy Spirit is powerful indeed and it is certain in its result. We are exhorted to be 
good stewards of God's varied grace and we will do so by the strength that God 
supplies. Indeed, God will be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever.  

Peter now comes to the end of his treatment of Christian suffering. People become 
Christians because God in his sovereign mercy causes them to be born again to a living 
hope (1 Peter 1:3 ESV). By nature no one wants to believe in the true and living God 
and they call the preaching of the gospel, foolishness. By nature, who would ever want 
to turn away from sin unto Christ? By nature, who would ever want to do this knowing 
that fiery trials and sufferings awaited them? The mega churches of our day sell 
Christianity to their hearers making the matter of being a Christian as attractive as 
possible. Becoming a Christian and joining the church will give you access to youth 
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programs, senior programs, athletic programs, counseling services, great music and 
entertainment, and lots of good friends. Who would not want the benefits of belonging to 
such a church? And it is so easy to belong. It is as simple as ABC. Accept Christ, 
Believe the Gospel, Confess your sins and you are in and to help you make your 
decision a great choir sings the stirring hymn, Just As I Am without One Plea." The 
recruiting sergeant offers clothing, food, lodging and travel to interesting places abroad 
but little is said of forced marches, deprivation, and the terrors of war.  

Now there is nothing wrong with good social programs, beautiful music wholesome 
entertainment and lots of good friends. We certainly should show compassion to those 
who are suffering. We should support good government and good education and good 
medical services. But this is not the mandate of the church. The mission of the church is 
to make disciples of the nations. It is to maintain, teach and preach the word of God. It is 
to properly administer the sacraments and to worship the true and living God in accord 
with his word. Obedience to the law of God brings about positive movement in all of 
these areas. It is just as the Psalmist writes, " Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is 
like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does 
not wither. In all that he does, he prospers." (Psalm 1:1-3, ESV)  

Why is it that there is so much pain and misery in this world? Why so much 
suffering? It is the counsel of the wicked, the way of sinners and the seat of scoffers that 
accounts for much of the suffering in our world today. The nation in general is morally 
bankrupt and the social programs they promote only lead to more wickedness and 
suffering. We cannot expect the wicked to love the law of God nor can we expect them 
to inculcate God's law into society. Merely insisting that the Ten Commandments be 
displayed in public places does nothing to change the hearts of those that see them. But 
what shall we expect from those who call themselves Christians? Should we not expect 
them to delight in God's law? Should they not meditate in the law of God day and night? 
Our prosperity and the prosperity of the nation is strongly related to delight in the law of 
God. However, as we have already noted in Peter's treatment of human suffering, 
despising the law of God is not the only cause of human pain and misery. God's people 
often suffer at the hands of the ungodly. Jesus himself was crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. Thus Peter tell us, "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and 
be glad when his glory is revealed." (1 Peter 4:12-13, ESV)  
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God's people are often insulted for the name of Christ and they often suffer 
because they have done what is right. There is no shame in suffering as a Christian. 
Indeed, we are greatly blessed because as Peter says, "-- the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you." (1 Peter 4:14, ESV) That is to say, the Spirit of glory who is the Spirit of 
God rests upon those who are the Lord's people. What can be better for us than that? 
Calvin tells us, "that it is no hindrance to the happiness of the godly, that they sustain 
reproach for the name of Christ, because they nevertheless retain a complete glory in 
the sight of God, while the Spirit, who has glory ever connected with him, dwells in them. 
So, what seems to the flesh a paradox ( a statement that is seemingly contradictory or 
opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true), the Spirit of God makes consistent 
by a sure perception in their minds."   

Peter continues with an amazing statement of God's sovereignty. He does not 
want us to be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon us to test us as though 
something strange were happening to us. But consider the force of what he now says in 
verse 17, "For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins 
with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If 
the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”" (1 
Peter 4:17-18, ESV)  

Are we not surprised to know that the household of God is being judged? 
Judgment begins with us, Peter says, and his point is, if God judges his own people how 
much worse will be his judgment upon those who are not his people. He supports this 
concept from, "If the righteous is repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the 
sinner!" (Proverbs 11:31, ESV)  

The Hebrew word translated repaid refers to compensation and in this context it 
means judgment for sin. In some sense, the household of God, or the righteous, are 
judged on earth for the sins that they commit. But the wicked are judged on earth much 
more. Christ suffered once, the righteous for the unrighteous. He suffered unjustly, but 
when we suffer, it is just, because we all sin and fall short of the glory of God. When we 
suffer for the sake of Christ is there no sin in us? Not one of us can say when we suffer 
for Christ sake, "I am completely innocent, I am without sin." Jesus could say this but we 
cannot. Even the best of us cannot say it. Though Noah was said by God to be 
blameless in his generation and that he walked with God, he made a sacrifice for his sin 
when he left the ark.  

A person is blameless in the eyes of God because the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to him but he still commits sin. Is God therefore unjust when he judges his own 
household? Not at all because we all deserve the wrath and curse of God forever for the 
sins we have done and continue to do in the flesh. The whole church of God continues 

https://secure.merriam-webster.com/msdictionary/contradictory%5b2%5d
https://secure.merriam-webster.com/msdictionary/common%20sense
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to experience the miseries common to all mankind and in particular we as God's 
children are punished for our sins by God as a loving father. "For the Lord disciplines the 
one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”" (Hebrews 12:6, ESV) Again 
Calvin tells us, "For except we desire to be blotted out from the number of the faithful, 
we must submit our backs to the scourges of God. Now, it is a sweet consolation, that 
God does not execute his judgments on us as on others, but that he makes us the 
representatives of his own Son, when we do not suffer except for his cause and for his 
name."  

Let us take careful notice of verse 18 which reads, "And “If the righteous is 
scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”" (1 Peter 4:18, ESV) 

1 Peter 4:18 (NA27) 
 
καὶ εἰ ὁ δίκαιος μόλις σῴζεται, ὁ ἀσεβὴς καὶ ἁμαρτωλὸς ποῦ φανεῖται; 
 

 We will notice that this text differs from the text quoted from the Proverbs where 
we read "If the righteous is repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner!"  

Proverbs 11:31 (BHS/WTS 3.5 Morph) 
 

ֶרץ ִּדיק ָּבָא֣ ן ַצ֭ ם ֵה֣ ע ְוחֹוֵטֽא׃ יְֻׁשָּל֑ ף ִּכֽי־ָרָׁש֥ ֗ ַא֝  
 
 
 
Proverbs 11:31 (LXX) 
εἰ ὁ μὲν δίκαιος μόλις σῴζεται, ὁ ἀσεβὴς καὶ ἁμαρτωλὸς ποῦ φανεῖται;  
  

The text Peter quotes is the Greek Septuagint while the Proverbs translate the 
Hebrew text that is the authority from which we are to obtain the meaning of all New 
Testament quotes of the Old Testament. Accordingly we have seen that the Hebrew 
word translated repaid refers to compensation (made complete or recompensed) and in 
this context refers to judgment for sin. 

Some have suggested that to be scarcely saved means that we will be hardly and 
with difficulty saved, when we come before God in judgment as if to say that the death of 
Christ did not atone for all our sin. The sin that remains upon our death must therefore 
be cleansed by an undetermined stay in purgatory while the living light candles and pay 
for indulgences in our behalf. However we must notice that Peter speaks of the here and 
now not the judgment to come. Others note correctly that the phrase scarcely saved 
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means “saved with difficulty,” but it does not suggest that God is too weak to save us. 
Calvin notes that the term scarcely or with difficulty does not speak of God’s strictness 
or rigor, but shows how many and what arduous difficulties must be surmounted by the 
Christian before he reaches the goal. Sinner here means a wicked man -- and the 
righteous are not those who are altogether perfect in righteousness, but who strive to 
live righteously.  

Peter comes to the same conclusion in his next epistle where speaking of God we 
read, "if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to 
extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he 
rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as 
that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous 
soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); then the Lord knows how to 
rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day 
of judgment, and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise 
authority. Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones," (2 
Peter 2:6-10, ESV)  

We will remember that Sodom and Gomorrah were inhabited by homosexuals and 
God was determined to punish them with extinction for their great wickedness. Lot 
needed to act quickly to spare his life but we read, "As morning dawned, the angels 
urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be 
swept away in the punishment of the city.” But he lingered. So the men seized him and 
his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they 
brought him out and set him outside the city. And as they brought them out, one said, 
“Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the 
hills, lest you be swept away.”" (Genesis 19:15-17, ESV)  

Lot prospered in his dealings with the men of Sodom and was loath to give it all up. 
To save him the angels of God had to drag him forcibly from the city thus he escaped 
with his life but all his worldly possessions perished with Sodom. So it is with us. "Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 
each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work 
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire." (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, ESV)  

Spurgeon calls our attention to an Aesop fable that says, "A pigeon oppressed by 
excessive thirst saw a goblet of water painted on a signboard. Not realizing that it was 
only a picture, she flew toward it with a loud whirr and unwittingly dashed against the 
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signboard, and jarred herself terribly. Having broken her wings by the blow, she fell to 
the ground and was killed by one of the bystanders."  

   The mockeries of the world are many, and those who are deluded by them not 
only miss the joys they looked for, but in their eager pursuit of vanity bring ruin on their 
souls. We call the dove silly to be deceived by a picture, however cleverly painted, but 
what epithet shall we apply to those who are duped by the transparently false 
allurements of the world! 

So then we are brought by Peter to the conclusion that since the way to salvation 
is filled with fiery trials and difficulty to the elect we must not indulge ourselves with sin 
but be careful to avoid the same pitfalls that ensnare the wicked. As Peter tells us, 
"Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator while doing good." (1 Peter 4:19, ESV)  

If judgment begins with the house of God, what will be the outcome for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God? Their judgment will be far worse for they have taken the 
broad road to destruction. And If the righteous be scarcely saved, what will become of 
the ungodly and the sinner? The salvation of the righteous involves them in a life of war 
with sin and fiery trials to test them. But for the ungodly, the pain and miseries of this life 
are merely a foretaste of hell forever. The suffering of God's people is controlled by his 
sovereign will and its holy goal is our perfection in heaven forever. May all of us be 
found faithful to our gracious God through all of our trials and tribulations and may we 
receive with great joy the crown of life forever. 


