
THE PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP AND THE LOST COIN LUKE 15:1–10 JUNE 10, 2018 
 

Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd who came to seek and to save lost sheep. 

Christians are called to follow his example, seeking both lost sinners and straying sheep.  

I. The Significance of the Parables 

A. Setting & Historical Context (14:35-15:3; 5:27-32; 19:10) 

B. Christ Seeks the Sinner (15:4, 8; Ezek 34:11) 

C. Christ Bears the Sinner (15:5; Ezek 34:16; Isaiah 53:6, 12; 1  Peter 2:24-25; John 10:11) 

D.  God Rejoices over the Repentant Sinner (15:6-7, 9-10; Heb 12:2) 

II. The Application 

A. For the Jewish Leaders 

B. For Christian Disciples: 

1. Seek the Lost Sinner (John 10:16) 

2. Seek the Stray ing Believer (Matt 18:15-17) 

3. Rejoice in Repentance 

“Y ou wonder why  I receive sinners and eat with them? I do so because in my  person God is fulfilling his great promise 

hinted at in David's shepherd psalm and spelled out clearly in Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Throu gh those prophets he pledged 

himself to come in person and round up the lost sheep. He also pledged himself to rescue the flock from the shepherds 

who destroy them. This is who I am, and this is why  I do what I do.” —Kenneth Bailey  

“It is possible that the greatest sinners may be brought to repentance. While there is life there is hope, and the worst are 

not to be despaired of; and the worst of sinners, if they  repent and turn, shall find mercy. ” —Matthew Henry  

Reflection and Application Questions (for personal reflection and family  conversation): 

1. Why  did Jesus tell this parable? What is the central message? 

2. What do the images of a lost sheep and a lost coin teach about the spiritual condition of a sinner? 

3. How does Jesus apply  this parable to his audience of Jewish leaders? How does it apply  to Christians today ? 

4. What Old Testament prophecies is Jesus fulfilling? How does Jesus reveal his deity  in these parables? 


