
INTRODUCTION 

 

The Bible is about Christ Jesus. The gospels are a record of his life. But it is more 

than a life – it formed an ongoing act of service.  

Many of the prophecies referred to him as God’s Servant. The gospel writers say that 

“God sent his only begotten Son” into the world. And Jesus spoke about “doing the 

will of him that sent me”.  

His baptism was the start of that service. We do well to study what happened, to see 

what we can learn, and to benefit from it. 

 

WHAT JESUS DID 

 

Jesus’ baptism was his rite of initiation. Until then his life was private. Afterwards his 
whole life was one of active service in the will of God.  

When Jesus asked John the Baptist to baptise him, John was puzzled. It seemed 
incongruous. That is very significant. When we recognise the strangeness of what was 

happening we are half way to understanding Jesus’ life and work.  
John’s message was that God’s kingdom (with all the benefits that brings humanity) 

was just around the corner – because the Messiah/Christ had arrived. The obstacle to 
receiving God’s blessing is our sin, so the door of entry is to have our sin washed 

away. John called on people to believe his message, and to repent of their sins so they 

would be reconciled to God and enter his kingdom. The baptism John performed was 

symbolic of washing sin away. It was a promise by God, and a statement of faith and 

confession of sin by the person concerned.  

John recognised that Jesus was the promised Christ – he would give people the 

blessings of God’s kingdom. John needed those blessings, just like everyone else. 

Jesus was entirely innocent – no sin whatever. John needed to have his sin washed 

away, just like everyone else.  

So when Jesus asked John to baptise him, John thought the request was improper – it 

should have been the opposite way round, Jesus baptising John!  

We should ponder John’s thoughts. He saw Jesus as the person God appointed to 

dispense his blessings – yet he was putting himself in the position of someone who 

needed those blessings. He saw Jesus as the Holy One of God – yet he was putting 
himself in the position of a sinner. The puzzle we see here is like the one we see at 

Calvary – why was the innocent person crucified?  
One thing is obvious. Jesus was identifying with sinful humanity. God the Father had 

identified him with sinners before the world began when he appointed him to this 
task. Jesus was identified with his sinful people on the cross. And he will identify 

with them on the Day of Judgement. His baptism linked all those things – it was the 
act by which Jesus first identified himself publicly with them.  

It was a strange way to begin an act of service. Normally people being interviewed for 

a job tell about their good points. But when Jesus began to serve his Father he 

identified with sinful people with whom the Father was displeased – it was a 

confession of corporate sin.  

This explains how he was going to serve the Father. In Isaiah 53:11 we read, “He 

shall bear their iniquities.” It was the start of the road to Calvary and the punishment 

of human sin there. Jesus’ service was to bear the sins of people the Father loved, so 

they would receive the benefits of his kingdom.  

Apart from Christ, we are unable to serve God as we should, for then we lack the 

Holy Spirit’s help and we already condemned for our sins. But taking the sins of the 



world did not disqualify Jesus from serving the Father. He had no sin of his own, so 

he was fully accepted. And he had the Holy Spirit without measure, so he was able to 

do all that was required.  

 

WHAT GOD THE FATHER DID 

 

As soon as Jesus was baptised God acted. The gospel writers speak of the sky being 

“torn apart” – and expression intended to show that heaven was in contact with the 

people on earth. Jesus had shown his commitment to the Father in a public way; now 

the Father was showing his commitment to Jesus in a public way. In spite of 

identifying with sinners the Father accepted him. (That suggests he will accept us if 

we are identified with Jesus).  

He sent the Holy Spirit. The gospel writers record that he came in the form of a dove. 
We cannot see God (who is spirit) but we can see a physical representation of him. 

The dove remained, showing that the Holy Spirit remained with him; it was not a 
temporary thing.  

In Old Testament times God’s chosen priests and kings were anointed as an initiation. 
That represented the Spirit being given to help them with their work. The Spirit of 

God equipped Jesus for his task. That is how he knew what was in people’s heart. 
That is how his teaching had such power. And that is how he had the love and 

patience to undergo the suffering that our sin deserved. It is written, “through the 

eternal Spirit he offered himself to God” (Hebrews 9:14). 

God also spoke to him. We can believe that was important for Jesus as well as telling 

us about him.  

The Father’s words gave him a sense of identity – “This is my beloved Son.” That is 

important for everyone, especially for someone who is involved in a difficult 

undertaking. A person’s emotions can be so battered that they lose their sense of 

identity – that is a devastating experience. It almost happened to Jesus at the cross – 

he cried, “My God, who have you forsaken me?” The word God gave him at his 

baptism would have supported his faith at that critical time.  

The Father also affirmed him – “in whom I am well pleased”. Being treated as a 

failure or a criminal also has a devastating effect. People need affirmation from others 

in order to function in a healthy way. That can take the form of praise, or merely 
being accepted and loved. Jesus could begin his ministry in the confidence that that he 

was God’s beloved Son.  
 

IMPLICATIONS FOR US 

 

Jesus’ baptism speaks about who he is. There are three aspects to this. He is the 
eternal Son of God. He is also one of us, even to the point of identifying with us in 

our sin. He entered on a unique act of service – to bear the sins of the world, so that 

we may enjoy the blessings of God’s kingdom.  

God’s public donation of his Spirit to Jesus was for our sakes as well as for his. It 

shows us that Christ Jesus is able (after his suffering) to give to us the life-giving 

Spirit of God.  

The perfect Son of God has identified with us in our sin and need, in order to save us 

from it. That fact alone should take our breath away and lead us to worship him.  

The question is: do we identify with him? Only then do we receive the benefits he 

came to bring. God’s work of saving sinners through Christ is not done all at the same 

time. There is his plan before the world began; Jesus’ baptism; our baptism; God’s 



call to us in the gospel; our faith in Christ; being vindicated with Christ at the 

resurrection and judgement day. We must identify with him (receive him in faith) if 

we are to benefit from his work. So God offers him to us and we are called to receive 

him, or believe in his name. Then we become heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.  

God’s Word to Christ at the time of his baptism says something about everyone who 

is in Christ. God assures us of a new identity – his beloved children, accepted as if we 

had never sinned. God is affirming us – loved since before the world began, and loved 

as being indistinguishable from Christ, his own Son in human flesh.   


