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SERMON:   On Earth as It Is in Heaven
TEXT:         Revelation  4:1-11

Introduction 

  A.  What we see with our natural eyes of the world around us, which often appears to be
spinning out of control, could easily give rise in our hearts to anger, to pessimism,
discouragement, to a  hopelessness that leads us to give up, throw in the towel.

  B.  In order to produce perseverance in the hearts and faith of His people, Christ in His kindness
and grace gives us a revelation of His rule over this world and all creation not presently
seen on earth natural eyes.  It is seen by those God has blessed with eyes to see and ears
to hear what the Holy Spirit reveals to the churches through this portion of God’s Word
which begins, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.”

  C.  Beginning in chapter 4:1 the Lord opens a door in heaven and invites John to “come up” and
see a vision of the Lord’s reign from heaven.   

Revelation 4:1   After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in
heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with
me, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things." 

  D.  That door, having been opened in heaven for John, is now remaining open for us.  Christ
invites us through the eyes of His apostle to look and see and be filled with hope in
believing that God is now in control, bringing about the answer to the prayer Christ
taught us to pray ...

Matthew 6:10  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’

  E.  What we see in heaven is ...

I.  4:2ff  God is on His throne, ruling as supreme sovereign over all creation.

  A.  The word “throne” is clearly in emphasis here, underscoring the sovereignty of God over all
creation.

Revelation 4:2 ... and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the
throne. 3 ... and there was a rainbow around the throne, .... 4 Around the throne were
twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, .... 5 Out from
the throne come flashes of lightning .... And there were seven lamps of fire burning
before the throne, ... 6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, ...
and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures .... 9 And when the living
creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, ... 10 the
twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, ... and will cast their
crowns before the throne ....



  B.  Everything that exists in creation exists because God appointed it to be so.

Revelation 4:11   "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and
power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were
created." 

  C.  We humans are control junkies.  Satan tempted Adam and Eve with control - “you will be
like God.” Control is a typical idol of our hearts.  This idolatry manifests itself in various
ways.

      1.  Disobedience - we don’t like being told what to do, by parents, bosses, teachers,
authorities, God! 

      2.  Anger, bitterness, retaliation - when our plans are frustrated, when people or
circumstances don’t meet our expectations.

      3.  Anxiety, worry - when we feel a lack of control over our circumstances, our safety, our
jobs, our health, our children, our future.

      4.  Depression, despondency, giving up - when we lose hope of ever gaining control.

      5.  Rejection of Jesus Christ as Lord.

                                         

  C.  Though it is not apparent to the natural eye, God is revealing to those who have received f
rom Him eyes of faith, that nothing happens outside of His control, and as a result, all
things, even all difficult, tragic things work together for good to those who love Christ, to
those who have been called according to His purpose.

Psalm 103:19   The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His
sovereignty rules over all. 

Romans 8:17  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. .  And we know that God causes ..  28

all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose. 

II.  4:8  God is holy in His control.

Revelation 4:8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full
of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY (hagios),
HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS
and who is to come.”

  A.   God is holy in the goodness and righteousness of His control, no matter what He appoints.

  B.  God is holy in the wisdom of His control

  C.  In heaven God is treated as holy in His sovereign control from His throne.  That is how we
believers on earth must desire to treat Him.



Matthew 6:9  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed (hagiazo)
be Your name.  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  10

  D.  Why is it important that we not only believe that God is in control, but is holy in the
goodness and wisdom of His control?  So that we will trust Him enough to willingly
submit to his control as it is in heaven. One of our mothers visiting he daughters in the
Middle East and Italy slipped and broke her ankle her first day in the Middle East, putting
some unexpected changes and challenges in their family vacation plans.  She wrote to our
TRB e-mail forum (I appreciate her honesty and discernment for her need to trust God):  

I have also struggled spiritually and emotionally with the Lord allowing this to
happen. I know he is in control but it's still hard to understand when I've prayed
for months and months and months for good health for this trip in particular.
Please pray that I will trust Him fully for all things. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity
in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from
the beginning even to the end. 

Ecclesiastes 11:5   Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are
formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God
who makes all things. 

III.  4:9-11  All heavenly beings willingly submit to God’s control

Revelation 4:9   And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him
who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever,  the twenty-four elders will 10

fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever
and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,  "Worthy are You, 11

our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all
things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created." 

IV.  4:3-8  All created beings find significance in and only in their placement around     
God’s throne.

Revelation 4:3   And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in
appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.
 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-4

four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.  Out 5

from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there
were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God;

  A.  All heavenly beings

      1.  4:4  24 elders - (angels or humans?) appear to represent the saints of the OT and NT eras,



I.e., the church

a.  24 might be representative heads of the church drawn from the 12 tribes of Israel + the 
12 apostles 

Revelation 21:12 It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east and
three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

b.  24 might be representative heads of the church drawn from the 24 courses of priests
and Levites established by David for temple service.  Note that believers are
priests (5:10) and temple servants (7:15; Cf. 3:12).

(1)  priests - 1 Chronicles 24:3-19
(2)  Levitical gatekeepers - 1 Chronicles 26:17-19
(3)  Levitical vocalists and instrumentalists - 1 Chronicles 25:6-31

      2.  4:5  Spirit of God (7 Spirits of God = Holy Spirit)

Revelation 4:5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of
thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the
seven Spirits of God;

Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from
Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are
before His throne,

Revelation 5:6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.

Zechariah 4:6 Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel
saying, 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts. ...
10 "For who has despised the day of small things? But these seven will be glad
when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel-- these are the eyes of the
LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth."

      3.  4:6-8 Four creatures - drawn from the imagery of cherubim and seraphim in Ezekiel and 
Isaiah

Revelation 4:6   and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like
crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in



front and behind.  The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, 7

and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a
flying eagle.  And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full 8

of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY,
HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO
IS TO COME." 

Ezekiel 1:6 Each of them had four faces and four wings. ... 10 As for the form of their
faces, each had the face of a man; all four had the face of a lion on the right and the face
of a bull on the left, and all four had the face of an eagle. (cherubim, 10:2)

Isaiah 6:2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

      4.  Christ, the Lamb (5:6-8)

Revelation 5:6  And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  And He came and took the book out of 7

the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  When He had taken the book, the four 8

living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one
holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

      5.  Thousands of angels (5:11)

Revelation 5:11   Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads
of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 

      6.  (show slide of heavenly court)  Our lives on earth are to be centered around the Lord.

      7.  They regard the Lord as worthy to be worshiped above all else.  Our weekly earthly
gatherings are extension on earth of the perpetual gathering of worshipers around the
throne of heaven. It is the greatest privilege of believers on earth and, rightly viewed, is
the high point of our week.  Note in 5:8 how the saints on earth participate with the
worship of the heavenly congregation!

Revelation 4:8   ... and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY,
HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND
WHO IS TO COME."  And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks 9

to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever,  the twenty-four 10

elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who
lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,  "Worthy 11

are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You
created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created." 



Revelation 5:8  When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

Conclusion

  A.  Some day Christ’s prayer He taught His disciples to pray will be answered ...                          
                                                                                                                                                             
           Matthew 6:9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your 

name. 10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.            
                                                                                                                                                             
            Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,

saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His

Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."

  B.  But in this present age God graciously invites us to come up with John to an open door in
heaven to see a revelation of His sovereign control over all creation through His Son,
Jesus Christ, so that seeing the holy goodness and wisdom of  His control, we can rest
confidently and securely in His control, no matter what God might appoint for us in this
life, knowing He has appointed for all who by faith are united with Christ to share with
Christ glory, honor, and blessing in the joy of His presence forever.

Revelation 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things
new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."
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