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I would like you to put yourself in the place of the apostles for a moment.  Imagine that 
you have left all to follow Jesus and that for three years he has been with you teaching 
you to pray, telling you of his Father, explaining the truths of the kingdom.  He has 
warned you about hypocrites.  He has calmed your anger, subdued your pride, allayed 
your fears.  You have become convinced that he is God’s sinless Son sent to earth by the 
Father.  You have witnessed his miracles.  You have heard him speak in a way that no 
man ever spoke.   
 
Now he tells you very plainly that he is going away.  Yes, he said he would come back 
one day, but you are thinking, “What are we supposed to do now? What sort of school 
will we have without our teacher? We will be as sheep without a shepherd. We will be 
like orphans.” 
 
And so Jesus says to his disciples: 
 

I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, 
for He dwells with you and will be in you.  I will not leave you orphans; I 
will come to you.1 

 
What a blessing those words must have been to the apostles when they first heard them.   
 
“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”2 
 
This morning I would like us to think about this one who is going to come to us, this one 
promised to us, this one who would indwell us.   
 
“I will not leave you orfanoi (or-fan-oy’)”3 it is in the Greek.   “I will send you another 
paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos).” 

                                                
1 John 14:16-18.  
2 John 14:18.  
3 Ibid.  
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It has come into the English as paraklete. I want us to think about this morning the 
meaning of paraklete, the role of the paraklete, the nature of the paraklete.   
 
First of all, consider the meaning of this Greek word paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos) that 
he uses here.  It is derived from two words, para (pa-ra) alongside of.  You might recall 
that a parable is derived two words, that word para (pa-ra) alongside of and the word 
ballw (bal’-lo) or cast or throw.  Parable is one truth that is cast alongside another.   
Jesus teaches us truth by casting it alongside something else that is more familiar to us, a 
parable. 
 
Well, here para (pa-ra) alongside of, is linked with kalew (kal-eh’-o) to call.  So the 
word literally means to call alongside of or one, then, who is called alongside of us. The 
implication is one who is called alongside for our help, called alongside for our aid, 
called to my side in my time of need.   
 
It was used I a court of justice to denote a legal assistant or a counsel for the defense.  
And then it became generally used for one who pleads another’s cause, an intercessor.  
The word that is similar to us today is the word “advocate,” originally just a legal term, 
our advocate, our defense attorney, you might say, but then became generally used for 
anyone who takes the cause of another, advocates his cause.  
 
It is used that way in 1 John 2:1.  “If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.”4 
 
In its widest sense it signifies a comforter.  The word paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos) is 
translated into the English as “comforter, advocate, counselor, a consoler, helper.” 
 
Jesus has sent someone to us, someone who has been called alongside of us to help us. 
 
Miss Estella Myers, a missionary working some years ago among the Kari people of 
French Equatorial Africa at that time had tried hard to explain to native helpers the 
meaning of the word “comforter.” In order to find something fitting she had explained the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit as he encourages, exhorts, admonishes, protects, comforts and 
guides the Christian. Finally they explained, oh, if anyone would do all of that for us we 
would say he is the one who falls down beside us.   
 
When porters carrying heavy loads on their heads go long journeys they may become sick 
and straggle to the end of the line of carriers.  Finally, the may collapse and be killed and 
eaten by wild animals during the night.   If someone passing sees them prostrate there and 
scoops to pick them up and help them to safety they speak of such a person as the one 
who falls down beside us.   
 

                                                
4 1 John 2:1.  
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It is this expression which the missionary translator took as a translation of comforter, for 
this is the one who sustains, protects and keeps the children of God on their journey 
toward their heavenly home.   
 
Let’s think for a few moments about the role of the paraklete or paraklhtov (par-ak’-
lay-tos), the comforter.  What is his role? How does he help us?   
 
First of all, he reproves and convicts men of sin.   
 
John 16:7-8 
 
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away,”5  Jesus said to 
his disciples.   
 

It is to your advantage that I go away for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.  And when 
He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment.6 

 
When this comforter, when this helper comes he will convict the world of sin and of 
righteousness and of judgment. 
 
Every time a man or a woman, boy or girl, repents of sin and believes in Jesus for 
salvation, you may be sure that the paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos) has been at work.   
 
If you have come to Christ, it is due to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life, 
convincing you of sin, convicting you of sin, driving you to the Savior.  And one of the 
problems with the way the gospel has been proclaimed in recent times is the neglect of 
this aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work, bringing men under conviction of sin.   
 
Pastor Walter Chantry writes, “Modern evangelism has been developed with the 
supposition that God has already done what he can to save man. He is commonly pictured 
as standing idly by simply to observe what sinners will decide to do with his Son and his 
salvation. God is treated as if his Spirit were not in the world to convict of sin, reveal 
Christ and regenerate sinners. Now sinners must exercise the power of their natural wills. 
One popular handbook for evangelizing children has been so crass as to say, ‘We must 
get the child to accept salvation.  It is not enough to tell the child that he should accept 
Christ. We must get him to do it then and there.  Any persuasive salesmanship calculated 
to release the latent power of the human will may be used.’ 
 
“If accepting Christ means simply parroting a few words that the evangelist says, if the 
power is in the words themselves, like some sort of magic chant, then it would be 
possible for the evangelist to get him to do it then and there.  But if we are talking about 

                                                
5 John 16:7.  
6 John 16:7-8. 
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the biblical, true biblical conversion, if we are talking about a supernatural work of the 
Holy Spirit who works when and where and how he pleases, I find it, ‘Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increase,’7 Paul said.  It is not of him who wills nor of him to runs, but 
of God who shows mercy.  Then it is not something we can cause a child to do or an 
adult.” 
 
Biblical evangelism means depending upon the paraklete to convict, to bring repentance 
and regeneration, the new birth, the miracle of the new birth, new life.  It has nothing to 
do with training people like a parakeet to repeat a few words after you.  It is a 
supernatural, spiritual work done in your heart by the Holy Spirit, the paraklhtov (par-
ak’-lay-tos). 
 
And if we wonder how America can be so ungodly when so many tens of millions of us 
claim to be born again Christians, one answer may be that a large percentage of those 
were parakeet conversions instead of paraklete conversions. And if you see no love of 
God in your life, no hatred of sin, if you have no hunger for fellowship, no desire for 
purity, no inclination to pray, not taste for the Word, no compassion for the lost, no 
servant’s heart, you probably had a parakeet conversion and not the real thing. 
 
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie,”8 the 
Scripture says.   
 
Note.  The Holy Spirit does more than just bring a soul under conviction of sin. He 
actually regenerates the soul, makes it new, gives it life.  He renews us.  He makes us 
new creatures. 
 
Paul said, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration.”9  How does he save us?  
“Through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured 
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our [Lord],”10 Titus 3:5-6.   
 
Jesus said, “Except, unless man be born again, he cannot see the things of God, the 
kingdom of God.”  
 
This new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Except a man be born again, born from above and open as the Greek word can men 
“again” or “from above,” except a man be born from above he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.   It is the work of the Holy Spirit.   
 
One Christian author writes, “I heard of a poor half witted fellow whose companion who 
was working beside him at the time dropped dead.  This fellow was found trying to hold 

                                                
7 1 Corinthians 3:6. 
8 1 John 1:6.  
9 Titus 3:5. 
10 Titus 3:5-6. 
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up the dead man, trying to make him stand and sit upright.  Finding his effort without 
avail, he was saying to himself, ‘He needs something inside him. He needs something 
inside him.’” 
 
The Holy Spirit convicts us. He regenerates us. To have spiritual life we need someone 
inside of us.   
 
As soon as he regenerates us, the Holy Spirit continues his work in the process that the 
Bible calls sanctification.  
 
“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you,”11 Paul writes to the Christians 
in Thessalonica, “because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.”12 
 
Sanctification by the Spirit.  What is sanctification?   Sanctification is the work of God’s 
free grace whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God and we are 
enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness, our Shorter 
Catechism says.  
 
The Reformation Study Bible puts it this way. “Sanctification is a continuing change 
worked by God in us, freeing us from sinful habits and forming in us Christ like 
affections, dispositions and virtues.  It does not mean that sin is instantly eradicated, as 
you know, but it is also more than a counteraction. It is more than a counteraction in 
which sin is merely restrained or repressed without being progressively destroyed.  
Sanctification is a real transformation, not just the appearance of one.  Regeneration is 
birth. Sanctification is growth.”  
 
And every ministry of every true church should have these two goals always before it: 
evangelism and discipleship.  Evangelism----praying for God to regenerate; discipleship--
-- praying for God to sanctify.   In regeneration God implants desires that were not there 
before, a desire for God, a desire to turn away from sin, a hatred of sin, a recognition of 
sin as wicked and vile and distasteful and something to be shirked and something to be 
fled from, a desire for holiness, a desire to glorify God, a desire to see his name exalted, a 
desire to pray, a desire to worship, a desire to love and bring benefit to others.   
 
I think many Christians are confused about how sanctification takes place.  God’s method 
of sanctification is neither self reliant activity nor God reliant passivity, neither self 
reliant activity nor God reliant passivity, but human effort which is dependent upon God. 
 
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God,”13 2 Corinthians 7:1.  
 

                                                
11 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 
12 Ibid.  
13  2 Corinthians 7:1.  
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We have these promises from God, therefore, what do we do?  Just sit back and let God 
do it?  No.  
 
“Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.”14 
 
That is why the Scripture says to us, “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without 
which no one will see the Lord,”15 Hebrews 12:14.  
 
Christian, I remind you. If you are sitting around wondering why God hasn’t made you 
more holy, you have the wrong idea.  You are called by God to put off the old man which 
grows corrupt according to his deceitful lust, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 
You are called by God to put on the new man, which was created according to God in 
true righteousness and holiness. There is no hint here of passively receiving holiness. It is 
to be sought.  
 
“Pursue... holiness, without which no one will see the Lord,”16 
 
“This is the will of God, your sanctification,”17 1 Thessalonians 4:3.  
 
“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him,”18 Ephesians 1:4.  
 
“[He] has saved us and called us with a holy calling,”19 2 Timothy 1:9. 
 
Christ has reconciled you with “the body of his flesh through death to present you holy 
and blameless and irreproachable in his sight,”20 Colossians 1:22.  
 
Now think about it for a moment.  If God’s design for me and if God’s design for 
believers is their sanctification, their holiness, what better method could be imagined than 
for God to place within us at our conversion his own Holy Spirit to nudge us, to prod us, 
to trouble us when we grieve him.  
 
So when I am harsh or insensitive to my wife or my children or coworkers or friends, the 
Holy Spirit is there, this one who was called alongside to help me.  He finds a way to let 
me know.  He lets me know.  
 
But when I place my own pleasure or comfort above the needs of others, the Holy Spirit 
is there to find a way to let me know. And when we consume the Lord’s money solely on 
ourselves or when we have been unthankful for the innumerable kindnesses and 
                                                
14 Ibid.  
15 Hebrews 12:14.  
16 Ibid.  
17 1Thessalonians 4:3.  
18 Ephesians 1:4.  
19 2 Timothy 1:9. 
20 Colossians 1:22.  
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demonstrations of his grace that he has shown to us, he is there to let us know. And when 
we become consumed with our own desires and obsessed with those desires that have not 
yet been granted, God’s Holy Spirit finds a way to let us know.   
 
If he were content to quietly assent to our sin, he would not be called the Holy Spirit. But 
notice that his guidance can be resisted. 
 
The martyr Stephen said to the religious leaders of his day, “You always resist the Holy 
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.”21 
 
What were they doing? They were resisting the Holy Ghost.   
 
Now these were evidently not believers, but the Scripture suggests it is possible for even 
believers to grieve the Holy Spirit.   
 

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God.22 

 
The implication is that we can grieve the Holy Spirit of God by using corrupt 
communication.   
 

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.23 

 
The Christian life, as you know, can be compared to mountain climbing. And the Holy 
Spirit can be compared to our experienced guide.  I don’t know if you have ever done any 
mountain climbing. I have not.  I was doing something like it, I guess, last week about 
this time or later on in the day, climbing up some rocks there at this hunting camp where 
I had been invited to speak.  And I don’t want to ever do that again.   
 
But if you were to climb a mountain, you would want to have a guide who would tell 
you, you know, which way, what is the path, how do we get up to the summit.   
 
You would ignore the guide at your own peril.  When you are mountain climbing you 
ignore the guide at your own peril.   
 
If you ignore the Holy Spirit it is at your own peril.   
 
Another role of the paraklete or paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos) is the role of teacher.   
 

                                                
21 Acts 7:51. 
22 Ephesians 4:29-30.  
23 Ephesians 4:31-32. 
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“But the [paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos)], Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things.”24 
 
Indeed, no one but the Spirit of God can teach us the things of God. 
 
Listen to this familiar passage from 1 Corinthians chapter two.   
 

“But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered 
into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who 
love Him." But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  For what man 
knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.  Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by 
God.  These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom 
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual.  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.25 

 
What Paul is saying here is that of course we need the Holy Spirit to teach us the things 
of God.  No man knows the things of a man.  Nobody knows what is in my mind except 
my own spirit.  I don’t know what is in your mind except the spirit of the man or the 
woman.  In the same way, no one knows the mind of God except God.   
 
So we need the Spirit and only the Spirit can reveal to us the deep things of God.  He 
teaches us.  He certain taught the apostles, didn’t he?  Peter was not a man of letters, as 
you know.  He was a man of boats and nets and fish.  But in his message at Pentecost just 
shortly after the resurrection of Christ he quote from Joel. He quotes from Psalm 16 of 
the resurrection. He quotes Psalm 110 on Christ’s deity. He quotes Deuteronomy 18 on 
Jesus as a prophet, Psalm 118 on Jesus as the stone rejected by the builders which 
became the chief cornerstone.  
 
Where did he learn all this?  
 
Commentaries, lexicons, sermons may be helpful. But far better to have the Spirit of God 
alone than all those aids without him.   
 
Before you hear a sermon do you ask the one who has been called alongside you to teach 
you? Before you hear a sermon you need to ask this one called alongside to help you, 
your teacher, you need to ask him to teach you.   
 

                                                
24 John 14:26.  
25 1 Corinthians 1:9-14. 
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Do you ask him to teach you before you read his Word?  Do you ask him to teach you as 
you read his Word? 
 
“Lord, I don’t understand this passage. Help me to understand it.” 
 
Note that some books of the New Testament were evidently written decades after the 
events took place.  Did you ever wonder how the apostles recalled what Jesus said when 
they were writing sometimes 10 or 15 or 20 or 30 years after he said those things?  They 
didn’t walk around using, you know, portable recording devices.   
 
John 14:26 Jesus went on to tell his apostles that the helper would, quote, “bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.”26 
 
One of the things the helper did for the apostles was to bring to their remembrance all the 
things that Jesus said to them.   
 
I believe he does something similar for us today, bringing passages to mind for our use.  
You have probably experienced, Christian. You are talking to someone and you are 
trying to explain a point and God brings a passage to your mind that he had put in your 
heart and you use it to prove a point or to make the illustration.   
 
Another way our helper assists us is spoken of by Jesus in John 16:13. 
 
“When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth.”27 
 
Listen to what Spurgeon says. I like this.  
 
“There are a number of caverns full of sparkling stalactites in some parts of the world.  
Now it is a good thing when you are traveling to be taught where each of these caverns is. 
That is teaching you truth.  But it is a better thing when the guide comes forth with his 
flaming torch and conducts you down through the winding passages into the great 
subterranean chambers and holds his flambeau aloft while 10,000 crystals like stars vying 
in color with the rainbow flash their beams upon you.  So the Spirit of God will convince 
you that such and such teaching is truth and that is very much to know. But when he 
leads you into it so that you experimentally know it, taste it, feel it.  Oh, then you are 
admitted to the innermost cave of jewels where the diamond lights up the secret mine.  It 
is a blessed thing when the Spirit of God guides us into all truth.” 
 
Have you experienced this, Christian?  Has the Holy Spirit guided you into his truth?   
 
But remember the Spirit teaches us through our reading and hearing and studying the 
Scripture not apart from it. 
 

                                                
26 John 14:26. 
27 John 16:13.  
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Puritan Richard Baxter says, “It is not the work of the Spirit to tell you the meaning of 
Scripture and give you the knowledge of divinity without your own study and labor, but 
to bless that study and give you knowledge thereby. To reject study on pretence of the 
sufficiency of the Spirit is to reject the Scripture itself.” 
 
What else does the paraklete do, paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-tos)?  He comforts us.  He 
comforts us.  
 
“I will not leave you orfanoi (or-fan-oy’),”28 Jesus said.  Or, as it is written in the New 
Testament, orfanoi (or-fan-oy’), in the Greek.  
 
Translated in the King James Version, “I will not leave you comfortless.”29 Because that 
is what an orphan is, isn’t he?  He has no comforter.   
 
“I will comfort you.  I will be with you.” 
 
The word is often translated, “the comforter.”   
 
How does he do this?  How does the Spirit comfort us? Certainly you know, Christian, 
there are times when we need comfort, when we need consolation, when we need an 
encourager.  How does the Holy Spirit do that for us?   
 
Well, first of all, he brings to our remembrance comforting truths from the Word of God. 
He brings to our remembrance comforting truths. 
 
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”30 
 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love.”31 
 
“As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him,”32 Psalm 103. 
 
“Not even a sparrow falls without your Father.” 
 
“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”33 
 
“All things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.”34 
 

                                                
28 John 14:18. 
29 Ibid.  
30 Hebrews 13:5. 
31 Jeremiah 31:3.  
32 Psalm 103:13.  
33 Matthew 10:30. 
34 Romans 8:28.  
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“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”35 
 
“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”36 
 
Paul goes on to say: 
 

For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.37 

 
How does the Holy Spirit comfort us?  He brings to mind passages that speak of God’s 
comfort.   
 
“I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”38 
 
Paul says, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”39 
 
“In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”40 
 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.41 

 
I was sharing that verse with Jonathan Lessels this week.  What a blessing for him to 
know that the sufferings of this present time—and he is in the midst of them—that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be 
revealed in him, to know that the very pain that he is enduring is going to redound unto 
even greater rewards in the presence of God, that you may be glad with exceeding joy. 
 
In other words, if I suffer here I am going to have exceeding joy in the very presence of 
God when I am with Christ and when he has taken away all the sufferings of this present 
life. We are all going to be joyous when we see the Lord, but those of you who suffer 
here are going to be rejoice with exceeding joy, Peter says. 
 

                                                
35 Romans 8:35. 
36 Romans 8:37.  
37 Romans 8:38-39. 
38 John 14:3-4.  
39 Romans 8:18.  
40 Psalm 16:11.  
41 1 Peter 4:12-13.  
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How does the Holy Spirit comfort us?  He brings to mind passages from the Word of God 
that are a comfort to us.   
 
How else does he do it?  He leads others to us who can be a blessing and encouragement 
to us. They do it by bringing the gospel to us.  The Spirit prompted Philip that he might 
go and join himself to the chariot and explain the gospel to the Ethiopian steward.   
 
Paul says, “God... comforted us by the coming of Titus.”42 
 
The Spirit brings people into your life who are in need of words of comfort from you.  
And God is the “God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God.”43 
 
So, sister, there is a grand design in your affliction.  Brother, God has plans for you when 
you endure a trial. He wants you to comfort those who are in any trouble with the comfort 
by which you yourself have been comforted by God.   
 
So have you lost the dearest one in all the earth to you?  Then you know that your brother 
or sister in Christ... do you know what that brother or sister in Christ is going through 
when they themselves are losing the dearest one on earth? 
 
Let God’s Holy Spirit sanctify to you your deepest distress.  Be a comforter to someone 
else.   
 
What else does this paraklete do, paraklhtov (par-ak’-lay-ton)?  He chastens us when 
we sin as he chastened Peter after his denial. He strengthens us in our weakness, Paul’s 
thorn in the flesh.  Paul prayed God would take it away. 
 
God said, “My strength is made perfect in [your] weakness.”44  
 
He humbles us in our pride.  He did it also through that thorn in the flesh.   
 
“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of revelations that 
was committed unto me, God gave me this thorn in the flesh to humble me,” Paul says. 
 
When Jesus told his apostles he would send another paraklete, he used the word allov 
(al’-los) for “another.”  This expresses a numerical difference, but another of the same 
kind, not eterov (he’-te-ron) a different sort. The Holy Spirit is to Jesus’ disciples 
everything that Jesus was to them in his physical presence.   
 

                                                
42 2 Corinthians 7:6.  
43 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.  
44 2 Corinthians 12:9.  
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I like this illustration. Herbert Lockyer says in Saint Peter’s, Cologne, there are two 
paintings of the crucifixion of Peter that stand side by side, and the existence of these two 
paintings is explained this way:  
 
“In the beginning of the 19th century when Napoleon came and ransacked the city he 
robbed Saint Peters of one of these two pictures, the original and he took it away.  While 
the first painting was taken away from the city, the artist, in the absence of the original, 
painted another one.   In time the original was restored and the two were placed side by 
side and experts now say that there is so little difference between the two paintings, you 
cannot tell which is the original.” 
 
In the absence of the original the artist painted another portrait of Peter. 
 
Now that, Herbert Lockyer says, “…is the glorious work of the Holy Spirit.  The original 
is absent. Jesus is in heaven. But the Holy Spirit is here and he is the master artist and in 
the absence of the original, he is painting the likeness of Jesus upon the unworthy canvas 
of your life and mine.” 
 
May we be worthy copies of the original, conformed to His likeness----His Holy Spirit.  
We said we would say a word about His nature.  His nature is, of course, holy. He is 
above all things holy.   
 
Therefore to the extent to which you allow the Holy Spirit to work within you, you will 
be uncomfortable with sin, uncomfortable with ungodly companions, uncomfortable with 
ungodly music, uncomfortable where there is swearing or cheating, uncomfortable where 
money is king. 
 
He is called the comforter, but he will never comfort a man in his sin.  
 

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters 
cast up mire and dirt.  "There is no peace," Says my God, "for the 
wicked."45 

 
The way of the transgressor is hard.   
 
He is called the Spirit of truth.  God’s word is truth.  
 
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth,”46 Jesus said. 
 
He cannot bless that which is contrary to truth because he is the Spirit of truth.  And since 
he is the Spirit of truth insofar as you allow him to reign within you, to that degree you 
will be men and women and young people and children of truth.  God hates lying.  Satan 
is the father of lies. A proud look, a lying tongue, these are things the Lord hates.  And 
those who play fast and loose with the truth betray and grieve the Spirit of the holy God.  
                                                
45 Isaiah 57:20-21. 
46 John 17:17.  
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“I can’t come, I am sick. I was over a friend’s house. He is not here right now.  We had a 
flat tire. I have another engagement.  Yes, I read the book.  I had car trouble.  No, I had 
no income from any other source.”  
 
He that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.   
 
You have the Holy Spirit within truth with you. He will be uncomfortable with any 
falsehood.   
 
Closing thoughts:  The Spirit is invisible, though he is not imperceptible. 
 
“Whom the world cannot receive...”47 
 
Like the wind.   
 
“The wind blows where it wishes.”48 
  
I feel it right now, by the way. 
 
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”49 
 
He is imperceptible. You can see the leaves moving. You can’t see what is blowing it.  So 
is he who is born of the Spirit. The world doesn’t see him. The world doesn’t receive 
him, but you do.  And he dwells in you. He dwells with you and he is in you.   
 
He is eternal. He says he will abide with you forever. 
 
And here is a comforting thought.  If the Holy Spirit will abide with me forever, then I 
have further grounds of assurance that I will never be lost.  I may grieve him, but he will 
not abandon me.  I may dishonor him, but he will never let me go.  He will abide with me 
forever.  
 
Friend, do you know this counselor, this comforter, this friend and guide, the Spirit of 
Christ, the Spirit of truth, the Spirit of holiness? 
 
“Now if any man does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”50 
 
If you say, “Well, you know, I am not so sure that I do, in fact, have the Spirit of Christ, 
well, I can’t really tell.” 
 

                                                
47 John 14:17.  
48 John 3:8. 
49 Ibid.  
50 Romans 8:9. 
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Then, friend, you should operate on the assumption that you do not.  You should operate 
on the assumption that you do not. It is a general rule that those who have Christ in their 
hearts know that he is there.   
 
“And hereby we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us,”51 1 
John 3:24. 
 
We know that he abides in us by the Spirit whom he has given us.  So cry out to God in 
repentance. Lay hold of Christ by faith.  Meditate on the love of Christ, he who was 
willing to leave the glories of paradise to live among sinners and pay the debt that they 
owed.   
 
The final invitation given in the final chapter of the final book of God’s inspired Word 
reads this way. 
 
“The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him 
who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”52 
 
Friend, you can go through this world alone without the comfort of God’s Holy Spirit, 
without the knowledge that your sins are forgiven, without being reconciled to the one 
who made you.  Without God’s presence to teach you, to guide you, to chasten you, you 
correct you, to strengthen you, to humble you.  You can go through the world without all 
of those blessings, but why in the world would you want to?  Why in the world would 
you want to?   
 
That is why the Spirit and the bride, we, the bride of Christ, that is why the Spirit and the 
bride, we both say, “Come.”  
 
“Why will ye die?”53 
 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”54 
 
Lay down your weapons. Lay down your weapons. Fall on your knees before this holy 
God and say, “God, forgive me and save me. Give me this eternal life the Bible talks 
about.” 
 
If you will come to him he will receive you.  He will not cast you out.  Why don’t you 
come? 
 
Let’s pray. 
 

                                                
51 1 John 3:24.  
52 Revelation 22:17.  
53 Ezekiel 33:11 
54 Matthew 11:28.  
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Holy Spirit, even now move souls by your power. Breathe upon those dry bones that they 
might live.  Lord, take away that stony heart. Give each soul here a heart of flesh. Lord, 
as we come now to this table that represents what Christ did for us, oh Lord, drive us to 
our knees. May we not come with pride.  May we not come without discerning the Lord’s 
body. May we not come flippantly.  Draw us, Lord, to perceive here, the great sacrifice 
that was offered for us.  How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? Please 
Lord, have mercy upon us all. We ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 


