
“Savoring the Opinions of Men” 

1 Samuel 15:13-30 

(Preached at Trinity, May 7, 2017) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we’ve seen, Chapter 15 is a pivotal chapter. Samuel again charges Saul to obedience.  

1 Samuel 15:1 NAU - "listen to the words of the LORD."  
Literally it means, “Heed the Word of the Lord.”  

A. After giving Saul the charge to obey Samuel gives the command of God, 

1 Samuel 15:3 NAU - "Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all 
that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, 
child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey."  

B. God’s charge was clear. The Amalekites were under God’s condemnation. They 

were to be destroyed. Nothing was to be spared—not the livestock; not even the 

women, children or infants.  

C. Saul was not obedient. He thought more about his own desires and fulfilling his 

own lusts than the glory of God. 

1 Samuel 15:9 NAU - "But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best 
of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and 
were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and 
worthless, that they utterly destroyed."  

2. Because of his failure to give God his total obedience God declared He would end Saul’s 

reign as king.  

1 Samuel 15:23 NAU - "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And 
insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of 
the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king."  

3. There is another nefarious wickedness at work in the heart of Saul. Saul was a man-

pleaser. It is true that he personally desired to possess the wealth of the Amalekites. It 

was easy for him to destroy those things that were worthless but the things of value were 

much more difficult to destroy. 

1 Samuel 15:9 NAU - "But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the 
sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were not 
willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and worthless, that they 
utterly destroyed."  
A. Notice, however, this wasn’t just an act of Saul’s lusts. The text tells us that it was 

“Saul and the people.” 
B. We see it more clearly in Verse 24 - "Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have 

sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the LORD and your 
words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice."  

4. There are two primary causes of this sin—one negative and one positive. Tonight I want 

us to examine these two causes and then look at the chief solution. 
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I. The first cause of a man-pleasing heart is fear of opposition from men 

1 Samuel 15:24 NAU - "I have indeed transgressed the command of the LORD 
and your words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice."  

 A. Saul was afraid of the displeasure of the people – “I feared the people”  
1. As a leader it was Saul’s duty to refuse their demands, whatever the 

consequences. Saul was afraid to stand his ground and say no. 

2. The Bible gives us examples of those who displayed poor leadership in the 

face of public demand.   

a. Aaron listened to the voice of the people when Moses delayed 

coming down from Mount Sinai. 

Exodus. 32:1 NAU - "Now when the people saw that Moses 
delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make us a 
god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him."  

b. Paul warned Timothy of the danger of teachers who would be 

unwilling to stand against the crowd. They would give the people 

what they wanted to hear. 

2 Timothy 4:2-3 NAU - "preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction.  3 For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires,"  

B. Good leadership demands standing firm even when the people are making 

demands to turn from the right way.  

1. Saul knew the right thing to do. He had God’s clear command. He should 

have responded with a clear, NO! But Saul’s heart wasn’t in it.    

2. Any man who has been in pastoral ministry for any length of time has 

faced times of strong opposition over something he has said from the 

pulpit.  It may be one person or several. It may be most of the 

congregation. The future of his position may be in jeopardy. 

He must stand firm upon his convictions. He must be a man of principle – 

he must hold high God's standard. 

1 Thessalonians 2:3 NAS - "For our exhortation does not come 
from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have 
been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts. 5 
For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a 
pretext for greed-- God is witness--"  
a. Every pastor must settle in his mind that his convictions of truth 

are not a subject for compromise 

b. He must always be prepared to walk away from his position  

You want pastors leading you who will stand firm, not satisfy the 

demands of the crowd.  
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3. The opposition always believes they are in the right which makes the 

situation all the more dangerous.  

a. Israel believed making the golden calf was the right thing to do. 

They had just finished living in Egypt for 400 years. The bull was 

a common idol in Egypt. Since Moses was gone why not set up a 

visible idol to help them worship? It seemed like the reasonable 

thing to do. 

b. Saul is facing the same situation. The people would have felt 

perfectly justified in their demands. Does it seem reasonable to 

destroy all of these beautiful animals? They were all fine 

specimens. And to further justify themselves, what excellent 

sacrifices they would make. Saving the strong, healthy animals 

seemed like the right thing to do. 

c. Countless martyrs have been sent to their death by men who 

believed they were doing the right thing.  

4. Saul was fearful to face such opposition. The tragic reality in the case of 

Saul is deep down he agreed with them.  

 

II. The second cause of a man-pleasing heart is the love of the praise of men 

 A. Saul was highly concerned about what others thought of him 

1. We can see this clearly in Verse 30. Sau hasl had the kingdom stripped 

from him, yet his great concern was saving face before the elders.  

1 Samuel 15:30 NAU - "I have sinned; but please honor me now 
before the elders of my people and before Israel, and go back with 
me, that I may worship the LORD your God."  

2. In his pride he couldn’t stand it when David received more praise than he 

was receiving.  

1 Samuel 18:6-9 NAU - "It happened as they were coming, when 
David returned from killing the Philistine, that the women came out 
of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, 
with tambourines, with joy and with musical instruments.  7 The 
women sang as they played, and said, "Saul has slain his 
thousands, And David his ten thousands."  8 Then Saul became 
very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, "They have 
ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed 
thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?"  9 Saul 
looked at David with suspicion from that day on."  

 B. Our pride savors the applause of men 

1. This is why the popular child usually has a large following. And no one is 

willing to disagree with him. They want to be a part of the crowd. 

 The same thing continues into adulthood. People flock to the influential 

person with flattering lips so they can be included in the inner circle.  

2. Seeking applause will cause us to say or do many things to gain attention. 

This is one of the attractions of social media. It is a means of attracting 

attention. People want others to see how great their life is. They want to 

post the best profile; they want the most friends. They want others to hear 

their opinions. They want to get the most views and the most likes.  

What is the motivation behind this? It is a desire to have the applause of men.  
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3. The love of the praise of men has kept multitudes from fully following Christ 

John 12:42 NAS - "Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed 
in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing 
Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved 
the approval of men rather than the approval of God."  

 

III. The cure for being a man-pleaser is to focus on pleasing Christ 

 A. A man pleaser always has his ultimate focus on pleasing self 

1. It is self-love that drives men to pursue the praise of men while robbing 

God of the glory that belongs to Him alone.   

a. This is the sin that leads to all other sin – It was this love of self 

and craving for personal exaltation that led to the first sin. 

b. It is the sin that brings us to challenge the authority of God and His 

rightful right to rule. We disregard Him and His Law. We 

disregard His glory and seek our own glory. 

c. Every time we try to milk a compliment we desire men to turn 

their eyes upon exalting us. Every time we brag about our 

accomplishments. Every time we seek attention we are robbing 

God of His glory and God shares His glory with none. 

Isaiah 42:8 NAU - "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will 
not give My glory to another"  

e. This desire for self-exaltation leads to the destruction of families, 

friendships, and business relationships as everyone seeks only that 

which is best for themselves. It even destroys churches. 

2. This desire for vain-glory, for seeking the praise and attention of men has 

been deep in our heart from childhood. We have tried to please others – to 

gain approval. From our parents, teachers, friends. 

We want to fit in. We want recognition. It affects everything from our 

hairstyle to what we wear to the kind of car we drive. There isn’t anything 

wrong with conforming to the current fashion. But often even Christians 

are drawn into the ways of this world that detract from the glory of God. 

 B. The cure for being a man-pleaser is to direct all attention upon Christ.  

1. We live in a “look at me” culture. We need to live counterculturally.  

2. Everything about our lives must be directed at pointing men to Christ.  

3. This will sometimes cost us. Paul had one desire, to please God. And he 

suffered greatly for it—stoned, scourged, beaten, imprisoned, and 

ultimately executed.   

4. Living for Christ often demands living apart – apart from the crowd, apart 

from this present age.  The Bible continually admonishes us to live above 

this age 

2 Corinthians 6:17 KJV  - "Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you,"  
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C. The cure for being a man-pleaser is to place greater value upon what God thinks 

than upon what men think 

1. There are always pressures to compromise. This is the easy path. To obey 

God demands integrity—steadfastness that is not swayed by circumstance 

or public opinion. 

2. Obeying the Sabbath will sometimes alienate family or friends. They 

won’t understand your piety. Will you please them or God?  

3. Things may be going wonderfully at work until you are called upon to 

stand upon your Christian principles 

4. When the Apostles were pressured to cease speaking about Christ their 

answer was clear: 

   Acts 5:29 NAU - "We must obey God rather than men."  
 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Saul’s problem is he didn’t have a high enough view of God. He placed a higher priority 

upon the opinions of men.  

2. William Blaikie says it well, “What Saul is most anxious about is that he should not 

appear dishonored before the people. It is his own reputation that concerns him.” 1 

 And his reputation before the people was of greater value to him than his reputation 

before God. Instead of honoring God, Saul’s highest concern was in honoring himself. 

3. Saul would have been good to hear the words God gave to Eli regarding his sons. 

1 Samuel 2:29-30 NAU - "Why do you kick at My sacrifice and at My offering 
which I have commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons above Me, by 
making yourselves fat with the choicest of every offering of My people Israel?'  30 
"Therefore the LORD God of Israel declares, 'I did indeed say that your house 
and the house of your father should walk before Me forever'; but now the LORD 
declares, 'Far be it from Me-- for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who 
despise Me will be lightly esteemed."  

4. This demands careful consideration of us all. Whose honor are we most zealous of? Is 

this reflected in our lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Blaikie, William Garden. (2005). Expository Lectures on the Book of 1 Samuel. Birmingham: 

Solid Ground Christian Books, page 249. 


