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This morning as we prepare to be challenged by the word of God, today is one of those 
messages, I call it a "could it be" message. That phrase is important to me because there 
are times in life when you have to take a step back and say, "Could it be because of this?"
And I want to encourage you as we pray to begin this time period in our service, pray that
very simple prayer, "Lord, allow me to be able to say, 'Could it be?" because in just a 
moment we're going to address a very serious subject matter in our lives and we're going 
to need to ask the question: could it be because of this? Or could it be because of that? 
And we need to pray that we'll hear the voice of God and not as we've been challenged, 
the voice of those that are around us.

Let's pray.

Lord, as we come to this time where we open your word, Lord, I pray that it would be 
more than just letters on a page. God, I pray that somehow, some way supernaturally you
would take these words, you would lift them off the page and we'd be looking in the very 
spiritual mirror of our own life. Lord, help us today. Help us to be transparent. Help us 
to be honest. Help us to just come with an empty pallet of our life and allow you to draw 
the picture thereof. Lord, may we not have our own opinions or own philosophies or own
ideas or our own solutions. May we take a step back and let you be the one who speaks 
and may we be the ones who listen. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning, I want to encourage you to turn in your Bibles to the Gospel of John 4 and 
today we come to that very last section of John 4 where we have the story of a man who 
you have nothing in common with but absolutely everything in common with. Allow me 
to explain. In just a moment, we're going to read the story of an interaction between a 
certain nobleman and Jesus. Now the way that we have nothing in common with this guy 
unless that you know something I don't know. I don't know very noble men in here. In 
other words, I don't know of anybody of royalty that is among us today. Not only was he 
of "royal stature," but he was an individual who had great political power, incredible 
financial resources. He was a man that never had to worry about the next dollar and 
where it would come from. He was a man who always had someone he could call to fix 
any solution in his life. He had everything this world affords him. 
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That's something that we don't have anything in common with this guy, but on the other 
hand, we have everything in common. Here was a man who realized that with all of the 
resources of the world, with all of the networking, with all the financial standing, he 
found himself in a position where he felt a distance between him and God. You see, he 
was a nobleman in Capernaum and what we discover is he wasn't just a political leader, 
he wasn't just a financially astute man, this was a man who would have spent regular time
in what we know as the synagogue. In fact, that synagogue in Capernaum is the same 
synagogue that Jesus opened up the Scriptures in Luke 4 to Isaiah 61 that spoke of the 
coming Messiah and proclaimed that he was the fulfillment thereof.

So it really has nothing to do with one's financial standing. It really has nothing to do 
with one's networking ability or political astuteness or even one's bloodline. We discover 
today that even somebody who is faithful and dedicated to the things of God and the 
causes of the things of God can feel at times there is a distance between us and God. 
Today is one of those days. We're going to deal with one of the questions that we know is
at the forefront of our mind but we just oftentimes don't want to verbalize. How do we 
respond when we feel like God is a million miles away? How do we respond when we 
feel like our prayers are hitting the ceiling? How do we respond when we crave the things
of God, we crave the person of God, but we feel like he's all the way on the other side of 
the world? And we even question: does he even hear when I'm speaking?

Today as we come to John 4, we find a man who was very much in the same position. 
Verse 46, it says,

46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water 
wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at 
Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, 
and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. 48 Then said Jesus unto 
him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 49 The 
nobleman said unto him, Sir, come down for my child is dying. 50 Jesus 
said unto him, Go you way; your son lives. And the man believed the 
word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way. 51 And as he 
was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Your 
son lives. 52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. 
And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 
53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said 
unto him, Your son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. 54 
This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of 
Judaea into Galilee.

Here is a man faithful to the things of God, desirous of the things of God, so much so that
he was willing to leave his post in Capernaum and go and meet what many people 
considered a rogue rabbi and seek his attention and seek his affection. What do we do? 
How do we discern when God feels like he's so far away that he doesn't answer our 
prayers and he doesn't, at least in our flesh, doesn't seem to want to be in our presence? 
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What we're going to discover today that there are actually two paths. This is why that 
phrase "could it be" is so important. We're going to discover that there is one path that we
can be on in life. If we have sin in our life, we can expect nothing but God to be distant in
our life. However, there are some of you here today and it has nothing to do with sin or 
unconfessed sin, as we're going to see in just a moment, you find yourself almost exactly 
in the same position as this man in John 4.

So there are two paths and let's deal with the first one, path 1. Now this path is not 
specifically mentioned in John 4 but I believe we have to deal with this path in order to 
understand the path that this certain nobleman is on. The first path that there is sin or we 
need to recognize that if there is sin in our life, if there is rebellion in our heart, if we are 
proverbially thumbing our nose at God, we can expect nothing less than a distance to be 
between us and him. 

Isaiah 59:1-2, it says, "Neither is the arm of the Lord shortened that he cannot save. 
Neither is his ear heavy that he cannot hear." And then verse 2, "But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God, and your sins has caused his ear to turn from you so he 
cannot and he will not hear you." A very clear passage of Scripture that says if there is 
iniquity, if there is sin, if there is rebellion in our life, we can expect nothing less than a 
distance between us and God. 

Now I'm going to take a time-out here for just a moment, okay? In other words, let me 
just pull back for a second. When I speak of God not hearing, when I speak of God being 
separated from us, understand if there has been a time and a place in your life where you 
have recognized that you are a sinful creature, you have recognized that you do nothing 
good in the sight of God, and you have called on Jesus Christ alone to save you, 
according to John 1:12, you are a son, you are a child of God. According to John 10:28, 
there is no thing or no one who can pluck you out of his hand. I believe that if you're his 
child, you're his child. We're not talking about sonship here, we're talking about 
fellowship.

I have three children of my own and there are times in their life just like my relationship 
to my own earthly dad, there are times in their lives where we're not necessarily on great 
terms but they haven't ceased being my child. In Isaiah 59 when it says your iniquities 
have separated you, your sin has caused his ear to turn, don't think in terms of sonship, 
think in terms of fellowship. You see, we may not be able to lose that relationship but we 
can lose our joy. We can lose the fellowship. We can lose intimacy. So sometimes we 
need to recognize that it is our sinful behavior, our words, our actions, our thoughts, that 
can cause that distance.

King David realized this. In fact, it's in Psalm 51. You know the backstory well. There 
was a time in which the kings were supposed to go to war and David stayed at home. In 
the middle of the night, he couldn't sleep. He goes out and he sees a young lady in the 
moonlight. We know her as Bathsheba. He not only violates her marital vows, he makes a
plan for her husband to be killed on the battlefield. A child is born between the two of 
them that dies seven days later. It's a messed up situation all the way around.
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Finally a prophet by the name of Nathan confronts David and calls him out on his sin. 
What's important for you and I today is in Psalm 51, 32 times, 32 times King David says, 
"I have sinned. I have messed up. In iniquity I was shaped. In sin I was formed." He goes 
on and on and on to say, "This is my fault. I'm the one with the problem." You know a 
verse in Psalm 51 probably pretty well. It says, "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me." David was confessing that his sin had separated him from
God, his sin had caused a distance between him and God. We need to recognize that if we
have sin in our life that we have not dealt with, it will cause a distance. Fellowship will 
not be ever present.

Later in Psalm 69, David gave us a formula for how to do this because this is one of those
"could it be" questions. Could it be that there is unconfessed sin in my life? Could it be 
that there's a struggle in my life that I know not of? In Psalm 69:23-24, David makes this 
statement, he says, "Search me, O God. Try me. See if there's any iniquity in my life and 
I will confess it." What a wonderful formula for us that if we would just understand that 
sometimes if we sense that distance, sometimes if we feel like our prayers are hitting the 
ceiling, sometimes what we need to simply do is just cry out to God and say, "Have I 
sinned? Is there something that I know not of? Is there a spirit within me, is there an 
action, is there a deed?" Sometimes we just need to get on our face and say, "God, you 
feel like a million miles away. Is it my fault?" You see, sometimes we need to recognize 
what King David is, is there maybe, there could be sin in our life that needs to be dealt 
with.

So how do we respond? How do we respond when we're willing to take this path and say,
"Okay, God, maybe this is what's happening my life." Let me encourage you with 1 John 
1:9 says, it says, "Confess your sins." It says, "If we confess them God is faithful and just 
to forgive us."

Some years ago I had the privilege of sitting under the feet, under the teaching of a man 
by the name of Avery Willis. If you're not familiar with his name, many of you will be in 
the days ahead. He was the primary architect behind the discipleship study known as 
"Master Life," a study that our staff has been through together, a study that over the next 
year our church body is going to be encouraged to become a part of, to have certain key 
passages of Scripture put to memory, to establish a daily time of walking with God, to 
understand what the Gospel message is and to understand and communicate our own 
personal testimony. That's really kind of the nuts and bolts of what this study is. I take in 
Master Life as a student, just as a part of a small group, but here I was in seminary 
working on my Master of Divinity and it was offered as a course. You could actually get 
course credit because he was coming down teaching the curriculum so that we could go 
and teach others.

We're sitting in this room, there's probably about 100, maybe 120 of us, and he was 
walking through the material and part of the material was dealing with unconfessed sin. It
was dealing with situations in life where we know we have either wronged God or 
wronged others that we have not dealt with. One of the verses that he addressed was 1 
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Peter 3:7. You see, 1 Peter 3:7 states in the context of older women and younger women 
and older men and younger men, it says, "Husbands, love your wives as the weaker 
vessel, for if you do not," it says that, "your prayers will be hindered." And he began to 
take that verses and he expounded it to show us and share with us that if we have a 
relationship in life, maybe it's a husband and wife, maybe it's a parent to child, maybe it's 
a sibling to another sibling, or maybe it's a co-worker to co-worker, neighbor to neighbor,
it doesn't matter what it is, but if we are not acting appropriately, if we're not acting God-
honoring to them, it can cause distance. It can cause according to 1 Peter 3:7, our prayers 
to be hindered.

I knew that there was a relationship, I knew that there was a word that had been spoken, I
knew that I had a strained relationship in my life at that time and I fell under conviction 
right there in the middle of the teaching. So I did the only thing I knew to do, I got up and
I made a phone call. It didn't take but about five minutes. You know, it's interesting, 
sometimes when the Lord convicts you of that which you've wronged somebody else, 
when you let them know, say, "Hey, I just want you to know I said something. I was 
wrong for saying it." Do you know what typically the other person says? "I didn't know 
you had done anything wrong." But the Lord was showing me that my sin, that my 
rebellion was causing distance.

I walked back into the classroom, we proceeded to continue. It came time for a break. I'll 
never forget it as long as I live. He dismissed us and said, "Come back in X amount of 
time," and then he said, "You, young man," he pointed right at me, he said, "I need to see 
you." I thought, "Uh-oh, I'm about to get it handed to me right now. Here it comes." I 
mean, after all, I had gotten up in the middle of his teaching. I had interrupted him not 
with a loud noise but at least with a possible visual distraction. I had been gone for a few 
moments. 

I walked up very slowly with my head kind of down. I said, "Yes, sir." He said, "I've got 
two questions for you, young man." I thought the questions were, "Do you want to 
graduate and do you want to pass?" I didn't know what it was going to be. He said, "Who 
did you call and what did you say?" I said, "Excuse me?" He said, "When you got up, I 
saw on your face conviction and you took care of it. Who was it and what did you say?" 
And I shared with him the conversation that I had had on the phone with a friend of mine.
He looked back at me and he said, "You know the only bad part about this is?" I said, 
"What?" He said, "The whole room should have been emptied at that moment." He said, 
"You're the only one who got up."

You see, we need to understand that our response when God shows us that there is sin in 
our life, we don't wait until next week, we don't wait until next month, we deal with it 
immediately. 1 John 1 says, "If we confess our sins." Here's the good news: what's the 
result? 1 John 1:9 continues by saying, "He is faithful, he is just." What will he do? "He 
will forgive us." You know, Psalm 103:12 makes this statement that when he forgives us,
God forgives us of our sin, he separates it as far as the east is from the west. It's so 
unattainable to even to revisit or return to it. You couldn't get there if you had to. If we 
confess, if we come clean, he is faithful, he is just to forgive us.
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So could it be today if you're sensing like God's a million miles away, could it be if you 
sense that your prayers are hitting the ceiling, could it be that maybe somewhere, 
somehow in your life there is sin that you need to respond to appropriately? You need to 
confess it, you need to deal with it and you need to allow God to forgive you. 

You see, that's path 1 but then there's path 2. You see, path 2 is what we see specifically 
here in John 4. We have a man of which when Jesus begins to communicate with him, 
there is no mentioning of his sin. You know, Jesus was very quick to point out when 
people were in rebellion to God. Allow me to illustrate. Zaccheus in the tree, the Lord 
pointed out that he had been stealing from people. The woman who was caught in 
adultery, he said, "Go and sin no more." He recognized that she had sinned. In other 
words, when Jesus saw sin, he "called it out" in a very dignified manner. In this passage, 
there is no reference to this man's sin. There is no reference to his rebellion. In fact, we 
can come to an agreement that here was this man, not only a nobleman politically but 
involved in the synagogue there in Capernaum, faithful to the things of God, most likely 
even though he was Jewish, not Gentile, a lot like Cornelius who the Bible says he prayed
often and gave alms on a regular basis.

Maybe today we need to recognize that sometimes God feels a million miles away, 
sometimes feels like our prayers are hitting the ceiling and it literally has nothing to do 
with any sin both openly or hidden that may be in our lives. Could it be that you find 
yourself in that position today, much like this man? You've confessed all you know to 
confess, in fact, you've confessed things you've never even done. You just want to make 
sure God hears that you're willing to confess it if you had even done it. You would have 
confessed it. And yet you still sense your prayers are hitting the ceiling. You still feel like
God's a million miles away. 

We need to recognize something: you are a lot like this man in this story, faithful to the 
things of God, fervent for the things of God yet feeling as if God was so far away. Why 
am I having this struggle in my home? Why is my son sick? Why do I feel like all my 
prayers go unanswered? You know, misery loves company and we need to recognize that
you actually find yourself in a pretty common position. Allow me to illustrate with some 
individuals from Scripture.

Let's begin all the way back in the book of Genesis, a character who we know as Noah. 
Noah's most famous act started when he was about 500 years of age. He built a very large
boat. We know the story. The Lord comes to him and gives him very specific instructions
how to build this boat. According to Scripture, it takes him 120 years to build it. In 
Hebrews 11, it verifies that he was mocked, he was ridiculed, he was made fun of. Here's 
what I want to share with you: God comes to Noah at the beginning and says, "Here's 
what I need you to do," and we are given no biblical information until the very end that 
God and Noah had another audible conversation. 

Can you imagine what it was like to be Noah? Here is a man who is building a boat in the
middle of the desert. People are coming by saying, "Hey, Noah, whatcha building?" "A 
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boat." "Why?" "It's gonna rain." "What's rain?" "Stuff that's gonna come out of the sky." 
"Who told you about that?" "God." "Where is he?" "Don't know." "When's the last time 
you talked to him?" "57 years ago." Think about that for just a moment. Year after year, 
decade after decade, doing what God told you to do and you hear silence. People are 
mocking, People are ridiculing and all you hear is silence.

Or maybe it's like Eli who was a priest of God in the temple of God. We know him best 
because of one of his young students by the name of Samuel. Samuel was the child of one
Hannah who begged and pleaded to God to have a child. She turned him over to the 
temple to the service of God. You know the story. Samuel is there in the night and he 
hears his name, "Samuel, Samuel." He runs into Eli's quarters and he says, "Eli, I'm here. 
What do you need?" He said, "I didn't call you." He goes back. Three times this happens. 
Finally here is this man well in his age, he's been in the temple of God every day of his 
life and he tells Samuel, he says, "Next time you hear your name, say, 'Here I am, O 
Lord. I'm your servant.'" 2 Samuel 3:1 it says this happened because the vision and the 
words of God were rare in those days. Here was a man who got up every day of his life to
"do the things of God," feeling like God was a million miles away.

How about a guy by the name of Elijah? I mean, he's a pretty astute character in 
Scripture. I mean, after all, he prayed and it didn't rain for 3 ½ years. He's the guy that at 
his dueling, so to speak, sees 900 Baal worshipers killed before him on the mount. Here 
is a man who, I mean, nobody had a better funeral than Elijah. I know he technically 
didn't die but he was caught up in a whirlwind and that's pretty impressive. But you look 
back on his life and there was a time where the Lord had him lay on his side on the bank 
of a river and he fed him breakfast by the ravens every day. You talk about feeling like 
God is somewhere else.

Building a boat for 120 years, not having the Scriptures laid out before you as Eli, how 
about laying on your side and a bird feeding you every morning? You talk about feeling 
like God is a long ways away, hey, we haven't met Esther yet. Do you know Esther is the 
only book of your Bible where the word "God" is not even mentioned? The term "God" is
not even there. You see him working behind the scenes. Oh, you know she wanted him in
the forefront. Her life was at stake. Her uncle's life, Mordecai, was at stake. There has 
been an eight story guillotine built with her name on it and yet silence. You see, you're in 
good company. If you feel like oftentimes God is so far away, why don't I sense that he's 
right next to me? 

We continue to move. There's a man by the name of Isaiah, a great prophet of God. You 
remember him, Isaiah 6, he sees the Lord high and lifted up. He sees the train of his robe.
If anybody had a vision of God, it was Isaiah, but when you get to chapter 20, for three 
years he preached and nobody paid attention, nobody listened. Distance. Darkness. 
Silence. 

Speaking of silence, if you look at that one page between your Old and your New 
Testament in your Bible, it represents 400 years. 400 years, the same amount of time that 
the Egyptians had the Jewish people enslaved. God did not speak.
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We get to the New Testament. We have the life of Jesus. We have the death of Jesus on 
the cross. Three days later, we have the empty tomb and we celebrate the resurrection 
because because of the resurrection we can be forgiven, because of the resurrection we 
can be saved. Forty days later, Jesus takes the disciples, the apostles, he takes them to the 
site and he says, "Okay, I'm about to ascend. Wait right here. Don't move. Wait here and 
the Holy Spirit that I promised will come upon you." He did not tell them how long it 
would be. According to Acts 1 it was about seven days in length. Can we all just agree 
that would have been an agonizing seven days? Here you had walked with Jesus. 
According to 1 John 1, you had handled Jesus. You had spoken with him, had a meal 
with him, and now all of a sudden distance. Silence.

The Apostle Paul upon his conversion goes into Arabia for three years all by himself. The
Apostle John is on the island of Patmos, we don't know how long until the Lord visits 
him. You see, we need to recognize that oftentimes it is the people of God that we place 
in the highest esteem that went through times just like this guy did in John 4 and maybe 
just like you are right now. God seems so far away. My prayers seem to just be hitting the
ceiling.

So how do we respond? I want you to notice what this guy does in verse 49. He says, 
"Sir, come down. My child is dying." Now right before that, Jesus makes a statement but 
it's really more a rhetorical statement/question. Jesus says, "Is it signs, is it wonders? Is 
that what you really need?" You see, later on in the Gospel of Matthew 12, Jesus would 
say, "It's an adulterous generation that seeks after signs. Do you need me to walk on 
water? Do you need me to heal the lame? Do you need me to multiply the food?" Now 
what was his response? His response wasn't, "I need pyrotechnics." His response wasn't, 
"I need...." Do you know what he said? It was a response of desperation. "My child is 
dying and it's like I can't get God's attention. Help me."

I want to give you four words this morning from Matthew 26 that could become the most 
powerful, most desperate words in your life: if it be possible. Jesus is in the garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus is hours from his eventual crucifixion. He's called on the pillars, Peter,
James and John, to pray with him but they've fallen asleep. There he is in the inner parts 
of the garden of Gethsemane crying out to his Father about what he knows is coming and 
he says, "If it be possible." That's the prayer of a desperate person. "If it be possible, may 
my son live. If it be possible, will you fix our financial mess. If it be possible, will you 
allow our bills to be paid. If it be possible, will you allow this to take place. If it be 
possible." This is the action. These are the words of an absolute desperate soul.

So maybe that's your position today. Maybe you're like, "You know, I've confessed all I 
can confess and I really don't think it's a sin problem, but why does God seem so far 
away?" We need to recognize we're in pretty good biblical company. It has happened to 
the best of us. Our response needs to be absolute desperation.

But I want you to see the result. I want you to notice what happens beginning in verse 50.
Jesus said to him, "Go your way. Your son lives." The man believed the word that Jesus 
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had spoken unto him and he went his way and as he was going down, his servant said 
unto him, came to him and told him saying, "Your son liveth," and he inquired of them 
the hour in which he began to mend, and they said unto him, "Yesterday at the seventh 
hour." I want you to notice that: yesterday at the seventh hour. That means that his man 
lived an entire day not seeing what Jesus has spoken. He had walked halfway back to his 
home not experiencing what Jesus had said was already a reality for his life. You see, 
sometimes our "could it be," our "is it possible" prayers have already been answered and 
we haven't had the privilege of seeing it manifested yet. Sometimes they've already been 
answered and we haven't realized it yet. Sometimes God has already taken care of it, we 
just haven't seen it.

So how do we respond? What do we do? Here's why I love the story of this nobleman, 
watch what he does: he goes back to Capernaum. You say, "Well, why is that so 
important?" You see, he did the same thing the disciples did. I don't know if you 
remember the story but right before Jesus' crucifixion he tells his disciples, "When I raise 
from the dead, meet me in Galilee." Now Galilee is where all these guys were from, 
actually it's the place where this story takes place. Do you remember what happens when 
Jesus goes to Galilee? Where does he find them? They're out there fishing. Now, you 
look at that story and say, "Well, why would they be fishing? Did they not believe? Did 
they have a problem of belief?" No. They did the last thing Jesus told them to do. You 
see, the last thing Jesus told them to do was go to Galilee. They went to Galilee and Jesus
showed up. What did this guy do in John 4? He went back to Capernaum. He went back 
to the last thing he knew to do.

You see, here's where the problem is: sometimes our fervency, sometimes our zeal for the
things of God, we think out of desperation maybe I need to do more, maybe I need to be 
more, maybe I need to go more, do this more, do that more. Let me tell you what you 
need to do. If you're desperate for God to move in your life and you feel like he's a 
million miles away, don't come up with something new to do, be faithful in the last thing 
he told you to do. Sometimes it may not be realized for a day or two. Sometimes it may 
not be realized for a week, a month, a year or in Noah's case, a very very long time. But if
we feel like God is a long ways away, we feel like our prayers are hitting the ceiling, 
really there are two paths that we could be on. Either A, there is sin in our life that needs 
to be repented of and forgiven, or B, maybe we need to cry out in desperation and trust 
that he's got this even if we don't see it.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that 
person this morning, maybe you're that person that you realize real quickly you're on path
1. You've been living your life for yourself. You've been making decisions for yourself 
and you had all of the best intentions but you realize this morning that your best efforts, 
your best intentions are getting you nowhere. Maybe today is the day where you realize 
that you need to do exactly what this nobleman did. Maybe you need to just go to Jesus. 

Man, I've got some great news for you this morning. You don't have to jump through 
religious hoops, you don't have to take a bunch of classes, you just need to have a very 
honest sincere conversation with God. You don't have to have this conversation out loud. 
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You don't even have to say the same words that I might say but maybe your conversation 
would go a little something like this. "God, today I understand I'm the problem and I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the answer. God, I know I've done things I should have never 
done. I've said things I should have never said. I've thought things I should have never 
thought. But I believe that Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was willing to be born 
on my behalf. He loved me so much that he is willing to live a sinless life on my behalf. 
He loved me so much he was willing to go to the cross on my behalf. He loved me so 
much he rose from the dead so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. God, today I 
don't know all the answers to all the world's problems but I do know that Jesus is the 
answer to my sin problem so in the best way I know how, I'm just asking you to forgive 
me. I'm asking you to save me and I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a moment we'd love to have a
conversation with you about that conversation you had with God. Or maybe today our 
conversation isn't about your need to be saved, maybe you're already saved but maybe the
fellowship has been strained. Maybe the fellowship, maybe there is sin that needs to be 
dealt with. Or maybe today it's not a sin problem, it's not a rebellion problem, maybe it's 
just simply you being desperate and trusting God problem. Whatever it is that requires 
your response, we'd just love the opportunity to talk with you. We'd love the opportunity 
to hear what God is doing in your life.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, as we come to this time of response, God, 
thank you that no matter what we're going through and how long we've been going 
through it, that you desire to be such a part of our lives. Show us the path we're on and 
show us what we need to do going forward. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as they lead us. Whatever decision, I'll be here at 
the front.
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