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MESSAGE:  The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed, Part 1
TEXT:  Matthew 13:1-23

Introduction

  A.  How many of you are in sales, the kind of job or business where, at least in part, you have to go

looking for people who aren’t looking for you, where you have to make phone calls, knock on

doors, attend gatherings in order to make contacts and establish customers and clients who

purchase your goods and services?  I admire but don’t envy you who make a living this way,

because you have to live with a lot of rejection and opposition from competitors to be successful.

  B.  How many of us who are not in sales would like to make a living in this way?

  C.  As it turns out, all of us who are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, the crucified, buried, risen, coming

again Son of God, have been commissioned by Him to be His witnesses to all the nations and to

make disciples of all the nations.

Matthew 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a witness to

all the nations, and then the end will come.

Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations ....

Acts 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the

earth."

  D.  For the church to be faithful and successful in completing her commission, she must be prepared to endure

opposition and rejection in every generation until Jesus returns.

  E.  However, Christ has not left His body, the church, unequipped for such a task.  He has given us His Spirit, and a

discipleship manual we call the gospel of Matthew to be on our hearts by His Spirit in order to prepare us

for this challenge, providing us in Matthew 13 with 8 parables revealing the “mysteries” of His kingdom. A

“mystery” in the New Testament Scriptures is something that was hidden in Old Testament times

but now revealed, at least to Christ’s disciples.

Matthew 13:11 Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.

  F.  These mysteries which believers can now know involve  ... 

      1.  13:1-9,18-23    The Sower  How the kingdom comes

      2.  13:31-32          The Mustard Seed   How the kingdom comes

      3.  13:33       The Leaven  How the kingdom comes

      4.  13:24-30,36-43      The W heat & Tares  W hy the kingdom comes this way

      5.  13:44   The Hidden Treasure    How the kingdom is entered

      6.  13:45-46   The Precious Pearl  How the kingdom is entered

      7.  13:47-50   The Dragnet:               How the kingdom is consummated

      8.  13:51-52   The Scribe  The blessing of proclaiming the kingdom mysteries    

  G.  Today we look at the first of these parables, an earthly or natural story with a heavenly or spiritual meaning.



I.  What kingdom mysteries does Jesus reveal or conceal with the
parable of the

sower?

  A.  That God’s promised Messiah would come to establish His kingdom in righteousness, separating the

wicked from the righteous, first by the seed of His word, and at His second coming by the sword

of His judgment.

      1.  John the Baptist spoke correctly of the salvation and judgment the Messiah would bring.

Matthew 3:10 "The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. "As for me, I baptize you with water for 11 

repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His

sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "His winnowing fork is in His hand, 12 

and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He

will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

      2.  But how Messiah would separate the wicked from the righteous was hidden from John, was a

mystery now revealed to Jesus’s disciples.

Matthew 13:17 "For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see

what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

      3.  The mystery revealed to Jesus’s disciples was that Messiah would first come, not as a warrior ...

Revelation 19:11 ... behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in

righteousness He judges and wages war.

... but ...

Matthew 13:3 ... "Behold, the sower went out to sow;

  B.  The mystery now revealed to Jesus’s disciples is hidden from those God has determined to condemn for their

unrepentant hearts.  Christ’s word with either save or condemn.

Matthew 13:10 And the disciples came and said to Him, "W hy do You speak to them in parables?"

Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of11 

heaven, but to them it has not been granted. "For whoever has, to him more shall be given, 12 

and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken

away from him. "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, 13 

and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. "In their case the prophecy of Isaiah 14 

is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU W ILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT W ILL NOT UNDERSTAND;

YOU W ILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT W ILL NOT PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEART OF THIS 15 

PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, W ITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY

HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERW ISE THEY W OULD SEE W ITH THEIR EYES, HEAR

W ITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND W ITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I W OULD

HEAL THEM.' "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they 16 

hear.

Matthew 23:34 "Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes;

some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and

persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood 35 

shed on earth, ....



  C.  Therefore, there will be a mixed response to Christ’s word until the end of the age.

Matthew 13:4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate

them up. "Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately 5 

they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. "But when the sun had risen, they were 6 

scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. "Others fell among the thorns, 7 

and the thorns came up and choked them out. "And others fell on the good soil and yielded a 8 

crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.

  D.  That the response to Christ’s word is determined by the state of a person’s heart.  The soils represent

the human “heart,” the seed is Christ’s word/gospel of His kingdom.  W here would you draw the

line between those hearts belonging to lost and saved individuals?

Matthew 13:19 "W hen anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil

one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed

was sown beside the road.

Luke 8:15 "But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an

honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.

  E.  That while a bad (unregenerated) heart responds in various ways, the common denominator is that all

bad hearts are unfruitful.  In contrast, all good (Spirit regenerated) hearts respond with fruit

producing faith in the Lord.

      1.  13:19  The hardened heart.

Matthew 13:19 "W hen anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil

one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed

was sown beside the road.

      2.  13:20,21  The shallow heart.

Matthew 13:20 "The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears

the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only 21 

temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls

away.

      3.  13:22  The divided or cluttered heart.

Matthew 13:22 "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who

hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it

becomes unfruitful.

      4.  13:23  The good heart.  The good heart hears the word, does the word - the will of the Father by

faith in Christ, and thus bears fruit unto God.

Matthew 13:23 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears

the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some

sixty, and some thirty."

Luke 8:15 "But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an

honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.

II.  Why does Jesus reveal these mysteries to His disciples?



  A.  For our own souls salvation.

      1.  The same faith by which we abide in Christ and bear fruit for God, the same faith by which we obey

Christ as Lord and do His Father’s will, is the same faith by which God saves us and grants us an

inheritance in His kingdom.  

Matthew 7:19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  "So 20

then, you will know them by their fruits.  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 21

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 12:50 "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and
sister and mother."

John 15:2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that

bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  ...  "I am the vine, you are the branches;  5

he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  "If 6

anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them,

and cast them into the fire and they are burned.

  B.  To prevent our becoming perplexed, discouraged, self-doubting as we meet ongoing, widespread

opposition to and rejection of Christ’s gospel.

      1.  This unit, chapters 11-13, begins with John’s perplexity, perhaps impatience and discouragement.

Matthew 11:2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his

disciples  and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?" 3

      2.  Not only John, but Jesus experienced mounting opposition and rejection. 

Matthew 11:19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous

man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her

deeds."

Matthew 12:14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as to how they might
destroy Him.

Matthew 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "This man casts out demons only by
Beelzebul the ruler of the demons."

3.  Jesus predicted his disciples would experience the same opposition and rejection as He did.  We need not think      

it is because there is something wrong with Christ or with us.

Matthew 10:17 "But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in

their synagogues;  and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a 18

testimony to them and to the Gentiles. ...  "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his 21

child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.  "You will be 22

hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

...  "It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If  25

they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the members

of his household!

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you

for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;

  C.  To protect us against duplicity or discouragement by deceivers, false teachers, false disciples.

Matthew 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly

are ravenous wolves.  "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn 16



bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 17

bears bad fruit.  "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 18

2 Corinthians 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from

robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in

the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;

  D.  To caution us not to change our message to secure mass appeal, popularity, acceptance.

Jeremiah 1:17 "Now, gird up your loins and arise, and speak to them all which I command you.

Do not be dismayed before them , or I will dismay you before them.

Jeremiah 26:1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this

word came from the LORD, saying,  "Thus says the LORD, 'Stand in the court of the LORD'S 2

house, and speak to all the cities of Judah who have come to worship in the LORD'S house all the

words that I have commanded you to speak to them. Do not omit a word!  'Perhaps they will 3

listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may repent of the calamity which I am

planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds.'  "And you will say to them, 'Thus says 4

the LORD, "If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which I have set before you,  to listen to 5

the words of My servants the prophets, whom I have been sending to you again and again, but

you have not listened;  then I will make this house like Shiloh, and this city I will make a curse to 6

all the nations of the earth."'"  The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah 7

speaking these words in the house of the LORD.  W hen Jeremiah finished speaking all that the 8

LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the

people seized him, saying, "You must die!

2 Timothy 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in 2

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  For the 3

time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled,

they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,  and will 4

turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.  But you, be sober in all 5

things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

  E.  To encourage us that our gospel witness will never be wasted.

      1.  It will be used to glorify God’s justice against unbelievers on judgment day.

John 12:48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the

word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

      2.  It will save all of God’s elect, who will all receive the word of Christ.

Matthew 13:9 "He who has ears, let him hear."

Matthew 13:23 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who

hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a

hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."

John 10:4 "W hen he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him

because they know his voice. ...  "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring16

them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. ... 27

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  and I give eternal life to 28

them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.



Conclusion:  W hich soil represents your heart before Christ?

  A.  If fruit for God, the doing of His will is not characteristically present, it is because faith in Christ as

Lord is not present.  You will not receive the forgiveness of sins, the benefits of His sin-covering

death, without receiving Him - for all that He is.  Come to Jesus and live.

  B.  If you, from a Spirit regenerated heart, have received Christ by fruit-bearing faith in Him, ...

      1.  ... rejoice, give thanks, bless His Name.  The Lord has opened your eyes and ears to be saved.

Matthew 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

Proverbs 20:12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye, The LORD has made both of them.

      2.  ... boast in the Lord - not in yourself nor any other created being or thing, and carry on in this faith by

which God joins us relationally to Jesus, giving us title to all His saving blessings in His Son.

1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from

God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  so that, just as it is written, "LET 31

HIM W HO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
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