
May 7, 2017 PM Message Page 1 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

By Faith They Crossed Red Sea 

Hebrews 11:29 
 

Hebrews 11:29  

By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, 

attempting to do so, were drowned. 

 

 I. Their Initial Unbelief (Exodus 14:10-14) 

II. Doubt Turns to Faith (14:15-31) 

 

I. Their Initial Unbelief (Exodus 14) 

 

A. The writer of the Hebrews wants us to see what faith accomplished for the 

Hebrews when they came out of Egypt. However, before we see their faith we see 

their profound unbelief. Israel once out of Pharaoh’s move directed by the hand of 

God but they appear to Pharaoh to be without direction. His heart hardened by God 

he sets out to capture them again. This was all in the LORD’s plan, but the people of 

Israel do not know this. The general response is some pray, others complain.  

Exodus 14:10-12    “And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted 

their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very 

afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD. Then they said to Moses, 

‘Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? Is this 

not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve 

the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than 

that we should die in the wilderness’”  

 

B. The first faith we see is Moses’ faith. Moses responded:  

Exodus 14:13–14    “Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand still, and 

see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the 

Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. The LORD 

will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.’”  

 

C. Did the people have a reason to fear? Certainly, they could see the Egyptian 

army behind them. Did they have a reason to listen to Moses as to believe in what 

God said through Him? Absolutely, think about how Moses did the signs before them 

when they first met. Remember the incredible plagues God sent through Moses and 

Aaron on the Egyptians and their King. Faith is not just a leap in the dark it is a 

realization that there is more on our side than there is on theirs. The invincible, all 

powerful God is for us. Who can be against us. 
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II. Doubt Turns to Faith (14:15-31) 

 

Exodus 14:15-16    “And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the 

children of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand 

over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 

through the midst of the sea”  

 

A. The LORD’s instructions here do not contradict Moses’. It wasn’t that Moses said, 

just stand there, and the Lord said, don’t just stand there move forward. Moses said, 

“Don’t panic.” God said, the way forward is through the Red Sea and you must go 

forward.  

 

B. The LORDD revealed His plan in verses 15-18. The LORD would show Egypt 

one more time that He was Yahweh. Next, He described what Moses must do and 

the historical event unfolded.  

Exodus 14:22    “So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry 

ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.”  

 

C. Now at last we come to the moment of faith. You are one of the Jewish people 

and you stand looking at the Red Sea. The waters are standing on each side. No 

one has ever seen this happen before. Now Moses says, “March over.” What do you 

do? Do you stand there saying inside your head, “What if the waters collapse when I 

am half across?” “What if the Egyptians catch us before we are all across?” Or do 

you believe the word of God through Moses and just go? This is the moment of faith. 

They marched. 

 

D. The walls of water stood firm all the time that the Israelites crossed. Meanwhile 

the Egyptians pursued them into the sea. God gave them all manner of difficulty in 

the going forward. When the Jews got to the other side, the LORD told Moses to 

stretch forth his rod again and the waters returned over the Egyptians and not one of 

them survived. 

 

Exodus 14:31  “Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had done in 

Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant 

Moses.”  

 

What do we learn about faith here? 

1. Faith means knowing the LORD is always able to deliver His people. Faith also 

means trusting He is willing to deliver His people. And if He doesn’t deliver in the way 

we think He will, we still believe in Him because He is the Lord and there is no other. 
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2. Second, we learn that faith does not mean we will never doubt. I remember a time 

God wonderfully and dramatically provided for us. I said I would never doubt God again. 

I wish that were true. Faith means reminding ourselves of what God has done and 

trusting to come through for us again. 

 

Hymn  #409  I know whom I have believeth 


