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I'm going to ask you to take your Bibles and turn to Ephesians 5 and this morning I was 
really afraid Rob was going to preach my message and somehow, I don't know how, I 
don't know how it happened but he spied into my head and was going to bring my 
message so hopefully you'll see that these go together very well. I did enjoy many of the 
things that Rob had to say, I mean, everything but some in particular stood out. I really 
liked the fact that he pointed out that the basis for us to love anyone, in particular our 
wives, it's Mother's Day, the basis for that really is our love for the Lord and that needs to 
be first and foremost and we have to have our love for the Lord in place. That's not to say 
that we can't love with problems, you know, because none of us walk perfectly with the 
Lord. But for our relationships to be everything God designed them to be, we really need 
to be on track with our love for the Lord because when we're right with God, we can be 
right with other people.

So that really is very important and I'm glad that our brother brought that out this 
morning. Tonight, and it is kind of amazing how the Lord works these things. Rob and I 
did not talk. I had no idea what Rob was going to bring. I mean, it was Mother's Day. I 
was expecting the typical Mother's Day message but I had no information from Rob and 
then, of course, he brings a message which wasn't the typical Mother's Day message. But 
tonight, I'm going to focus on husbands because I'm a husband. I have been for 34 years 
come May. So I'm an old sailing ship. I've been around the Horn a couple of times. My 
wife isn't. She's not old, I am, just me. She's still my child bride but, praise the Lord, 
we've been married for 34 years. You learn some things, hopefully in 34 years of 
marriage. I really liked it when Rob said something about when he was younger. Rob, did 
you use the word "dumb or stupid"? I forget what you used but anyhow, you know, when 
you're young, you're blind to some things, okay? Hopefully as you mature, your eyes are 
opened; you get a little bit more wisdom than you had at my age, as opposed to when I 
was in my 20s. Hopefully you learn some things, especially about loving your wife.

So I'm going to read Ephesians 5:25 and then we're going to pause and ask the Lord to 
bless us this evening as we look into his word. The Scriptures say,

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it; 
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Father, we do thank you that we can be here tonight. Father, we do thank you for the day  
that we can set aside to celebrate motherhood and we thank you for the moms that you 
have given to us. We thank you for those of us that are married and our wives are 
mothers to our children. We thank you so much for everything that moms do. Lord, I pray  
that we would not just honor them one day a year but you would help us to do that on a 
daily basis. Father, we just ask now that you would attend to the preaching of your word 
tonight and that your Spirit would be the teacher and the focus would be on you and the 
truth of your word. We pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen.

Sometimes, I have a hard time getting things down on paper. I have a lot of things rattling 
around in my head and I have a really hard time getting them all down in a nice three 
point outline like they teach you in Bible school to do. It just does not always happen for 
me so this afternoon I would confess, I had nothing on paper. It was all up here dancing 
around in my head. So I said to my wife, I said, "You know, I've got to go to the church. 
I've got to sit down with some space and I've got to start putting some things down on 
paper." So a half an hour later I come home and she said, "Wow, you're early." She said, 
"Oh, you missed me. You just couldn't stay away." To which I replied, "Too much 
studying just confuses me." So I was just being honest but I did miss my wife, okay, but 
sometimes you just have to speak from the heart and you just have a hard time getting it 
all down on paper, at least I do, so if I seem a little bit jumbled tonight, forgive me. It's 
probably not all that unusual but I just want to share some things with you that the Lord 
has shown me in 34 years of being married about husbands loving your wives and like 
I'm sure all the guys here tonight, we would confess that we have a long way to go in 
loving our wives the way that we are supposed to. But the Lord helps us in that and do 
you know what is so amazing, is that sometimes the Lord changes us in oh so subtle ways 
because we have willing hearts and want to change but we don't even really realize that 
he's doing it. So I just throw that out there for your consideration because it does happen.

This Scripture verse, Ephesians 5, how many have heard it before? About everybody 
here, right, has heard that before. Hey, husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself for it. Do you ever think about that, giving your life for your 
wife? The Lord loved his church so much that he gave himself for it and what do we 
normally think about? We think about Christ dying on the cross. He purchased us with 
his blood. That's all important. The cross is central to Christ showing his love for the 
church. That's true. He bought us as he shed his blood. He died to make us his own, his 
bride, the church, so that is essential and so sometimes as guys we think we're rough and 
tough or whatever, John Wayne type guys. We'd take the bullet, right, we'd take the bullet 
for our wife. We'd die. Hopefully we would. If someone walked in here right now and 
started opening fire, hopefully there would be guys who would rush them, whatever, try 
to protect our wives and our families. And I think that most of us would just probably 
instinctively do that and not think about it, right? I hope. I see a few guys just sitting 
there. Hopefully that would be the way that we would react and in some ways, I'd like to 
think that that's almost easy, it's instinctive in that moment of crisis that you'd hop to it. 
But you know, as I thought about this, yes, Christ died for us because without that we 
wouldn't be his because he bought us with that sacrifice. He paid the price for our sins to 
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bring us unto himself, to make us his children, his daughters and sons. But he does so 
much more than just that sacrifice, he lives for us. We serve a risen Savior.

So I don't by any means suggest that tonight we're going to exhaust all the ways that 
Christ shows his love for the church, I've just picked out a few things that hopefully will 
challenge the thinking of we husbands here tonight to try to apply those same principles 
to our relationship with our wife because we are commanded to love our wives as Christ 
loved the church. And my wife as gracious as she is and I was sharing this with Brother 
Rob before the message, sometimes she'll say to me, "I don't deserve the love that you 
have shown me." And I say, "Yes, you do. Yes, you do because God says that's how I'm 
supposed to love you." So please don't take this wrong, it's not because she has earned it, 
now, that doesn't mean I think my wife is unloving but none of us deserve God's love. 
But she is worthy of a love that reflects the love of Christ from her husband because God 
says, "Husband, you love your wife the way my Son loved the church." So your wife is 
deserving of that kind of love because God has commanded you to love her that way. 
You don't have a choice. You don't have a choice but, you know, that's okay. It's not a 
burden because when you start to have a willing heart to love your wife the way Christ 
loved the church, you would be surprised in those, remember I talked about subtle 
changes that God does to you that you don't even realize? Before you know it, you will 
be loving your wife, that will be one of the biggest joys in your life is to express your 
love to your wife because God works that in your heart because you're obeying him and 
he is quietly working in you the ability to reflect his love in the way you love your wife. 
It's really amazing the way God does that. We are willing and then he helps us fit his 
design and as we do that, it becomes a joy to our hearts to love our wives.

So Christ not only died for us but he lives for us and I just want to point out some of the 
things that I think about from time to time when I think about my wife and how I'm 
supposed to love her. The Scriptures say, first of all, of the Lord, the first thing I'll point 
out tonight in the way he expresses his love for us, have you ever heard this verse before, 
it says, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"? Christ loves us in a way where he says, 
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Is your wife secure tonight in your love? Does 
she know that you will never leave her nor forsake her? And I want to think about that for 
a moment. Do you know what, fellas? We can stay with our wives, we cannot leave her 
but yet we can still forsake her. Think about that. You can be there under the same roof, 
you haven't left, but you have forsaken her because you're failing to love her the way that 
Christ tells you to love her.

Is your wife secure tonight? Does she know if the rest of the world falls apart around you, 
that she has you? That you will be there? You will love her? Christ said, "I will never 
leave you nor forsake you." If you are a Christian tonight, that should really have some 
meaning for you in your relationship with your wife if you're a married man because that 
is foundational. Christ has made a commitment to us that he will never leave us nor 
forsake us. It does not matter how we treat him, he is always faithful. And if you think 
about it, how often do we grieve God with the things that we do? The things we think? 
The things we say? The attitudes that we have? Yet his love abides faithful.
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Is your wife secure tonight? Does she know it's not negotiable, you will not leave, you 
will not forsake? But I do want to caution you that even though you're under the same 
roof, again, you can forsake your wife because you cannot pay the proper attention like 
God wants you to.

Is she secure in your love tonight? Does she know that though all else should crash 
around, that she can count on you to be there to love her, to be faithful to her? I hope 
that's the case tonight and if it's not, think about it. It's a matter of obedience, it really is 
but, again, a willing heart that chooses to obey God, God turns that, just that obedience 
into something that's joyful. He really does.

So I just throw that out there for a challenge. You can forsake your wife without leaving 
her but you can't leave her without forsaking. Think about that one for a moment. But 
like Christ lives for his church, are you living for your wife? Now, I know, please don't 
take me out of context that our primary love needs to be for the Lord, but one of the ways 
that we express our love for the Lord, husbands, is that we love our wives the way he 
loves the church and this is something that I like to think about. If you would, turn to 
Matthew 20. I hope I have the right reference. Matthew 20. Thankfully I have the right 
reference. Matthew 20:28. I want to read this very familiar passage of Scripture. The 
Scriptures say of our Lord, "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." He talks about our Savior coming 
here for a purpose and that purpose was to minister God's grace to sinners. He came as a 
servant, not as a king on a white horse to throw off the bondage of Rome for Israel, as so 
many had hoped the Messiah would be, how he would be. What did he come as? A 
humble servant to minister to those in need; to minister to sinners like you and I. And 
that's one of the ways that Christ loves his church, he ministers to us in so many ways. 
Think about him washing the disciples' feet, taking a place of humility and being a 
servant. Fellas, you want to have a happy marriage? Minister to you wife. Make that your 
goal to minister, to serve her, to be a servant.

Again, in speaking to Rob before the service, some Scriptures that come to mind and 
forgive me if I cannot reference them all. You can look them up. But the Scripture that 
says it's the goodness of God that leads a man to repentance. Any time you or I have our 
wrongheaded thinking turned around to the right way of thinking, to God's way of 
thinking, that's really repentance, right? We change the way we think and it results in a 
change of action. Any time that happens to us, do you realize that that's the goodness of 
God working in your life? So anytime I choose to minister to my wife, I don't have 
anything to brag about, I have everything to rejoice in because God is working in me to 
put me in that frame of mind and I'll minister to my wife, that I'll be a servant to my wife, 
and praise God, that's a display of his mercy to me, that he can change my selfish 
thinking to desire her good above mine.

So then as you seek for ways to minister to your wife, to serve her, it becomes a joy. It 
becomes something that you anticipate. Because of God's goodness, sometimes, fellas, I 
pray, "Lord, show me some way I can minister your grace to my wife today," because I 
have to set my mind not because there's fault in her but there's fault in me, I'm basically a 
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selfish guy; I like my own comfort; I like what I like; I want to do for me. That's the age-
old human problem, right, me, my pride. But I sometimes pray, "Lord, give me some way 
to minister your grace to my wife today." And then sometimes, you know, like a little 
cartoon, the lightbulb goes on over your head, "Hey, you can do this!" And it's often not 
really big things, it's very simple little things and, praise God, my wife, she's very 
thankful for all these little things and I'm like, "Whoa, honey, it's okay. You thanked me 
like 10 times. I brought you a candy bar. It's okay. You've already said thank you." But 
you know, I mean, fellas, there are so many little things that you can do. Christ lives for 
his church. Most of you guys would take a bullet for your wife, you'd dive in front of the 
gun, right? You'd take it but what do you do day by day? Are you living to minister the 
grace of God to your wife?

You know, I love that word "minister." I like that. It makes you stop and think. That's not 
a word that you hear in every day conversation. You know, all the guys are standing 
around the water cooler, "Yeah, I ministered to my wife today." It's not there, but I like 
that word because it makes you stop and think because it's not something that we use 
every day and it makes me kind of stop and think, "Minister, yeah. Servant hood. What 
can I do? What can I do?" So I would like to challenge you husbands: do you ever ask the 
Lord how can you minister to your wife? For most of us guys, our wives minister to us all 
the time. They give of themselves. They do so much for us. Take time to minister back to 
her. That's what God calls us to do and it's not a burden. You know, sometimes I guess 
I'm like a little kid and I get all excited, "I'm going to bring my wife home that candy bar. 
I'm going to slip it in her lunch bag or under the pillow." I don't know. Something, 
surprise her. "An Almond Joy bar! Woo!" But it's fun. You have fun because you know 
she likes this or she likes that and so you can kind of do it. It's a small thing but try it. Try 
it. You might be surprised how it makes you feel because you've done something to 
minister to your wife in just oh so many small ways.

I've got verses written all over the place here so just forgive me while I just take a 
moment to kind of get my bearings. 1 Peter 3:7 says to husbands to dwell with your 
wives according to knowledge. It also says to give them honor. Dwell with them 
according to knowledge. Do you know your wife? Do you know what she likes in a very 
practical way in the material, physical realm? Do you know what she likes? Like, my 
wife likes a certain type of tea. I know the only store in town that has it is Hannaford, 
okay? My Market Basket doesn't carry that, I don't know. We've got to go to Hannaford 
for it. But, you know, there are little things, you know, they're not spiritual things, they're 
not deep things although, I don't know, tea, it might be, alright? But it's kind of like some 
guy I know with his coffee. Don't give him Maxwell House.

Husbands, dwell with your wives according to knowledge. Now, that means knowledge 
really of every aspect of life, okay? Spiritual needs. Guys, if you're like me, you can do 
better at that and we need to strive for that but attentiveness to know your wife, to be able 
to read her, to be able to try to figure out what's going on sometimes without asking 
because do you know what? Sometimes when you ask, they don't want to talk about it. 
Ladies, is that true? Yeah, Nadine is sitting there with a big smile and laughing. Yeah, 
sometimes, you know, sometimes, guys, you're better off not to ask, okay? But try to be 
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sharp enough to recognize and then maybe you might not be able to figure it out but it's a 
great time to minister. Find something, find that Almond Joy bar, that cup of tea, 
whatever. Bring it to her. Surprise her. Bring home flowers just for no reason. Hey, 
they're like $6 at Market Basket. It's not a bad deal. I'm just telling you. Pretty 
inexpensive. But there are a lot of ways that we can minister. Dwell with your wife 
according to knowledge. Know her and then minister according to that knowledge.

And, you know, I believe it is that same Scripture that talks about giving her honor as 
unto the weaker vessel. I've got two vessels here. I think they call these Victor mugs, 
popular in the Navy. Why? Why are they so popular? They are tough, alright? They are 
tough. [Drops it on the floor.] Didn't break. Here's another kind of vessel, okay? "Yeah, 
drop it! Drop it! Drop it!" This is genuine clare bone China from England. I haven't a clue 
what that means but do you know what? This vessel is different than this vessel. This one 
we might consider to be a little weaker. Do you see how thin that is? Do you see how 
thick this is? You know, the Bible talks about women being the weaker vessel. It doesn't 
talk about inferior because do you know what? I can put a cup of tea in this, I can put a 
cup of tea in this and I can enjoy them equally, one out of the other, but there is a 
difference. There is a difference. I don't know, it kind of sounds weird but I would say 
this one is more pretty, right? This bone China cup is more pretty than this mug that you 
would see on a naval vessel, right? Even the guys are like, "Yeah, yeah it is. I'll admit it. 
I'll admit it." Do you know what? Your wife may be in one way the weaker vessel but 
this cup, be it more delicate, still performs a function, a very important function just like 
this one does so while there are differences, there is a certain beauty that this vessel has 
that this one doesn't. There is a certain beauty that your wife has that you don't by God's 
design and I don't necessarily mean physically beautiful. I would hope that you would 
look at your wife and think that she's beautiful physically, but there is a design there that 
because she is a woman and seeking to fulfill God's role, that's beautiful and valuable. 
Fellas, do you recognize that in your wife tonight? Do you look at her and recognize the 
difference? You know, you can't treat her like you would treat the guys, I guess is the 
point that I'm making. And the part about dwelling with her according to knowledge is 
recognizing the difference and things that you can just fluff off, maybe she can't and 
that's okay because she's different by design.

So dwelling with her according to knowledge and being able to honor her for the vessel 
that God created her as, you need to know her and make a conscious effort to recognize 
the beauty that God has worked into her. I'm going to throw out this challenge. I haven't 
done this for a while, I'm going to profess I haven't done this for a while, okay? I'm 
guilty. Go home tonight, take your wife and look her right in the eyes for like 60 seconds. 
It's going to be the longest 60 seconds of your day because you're going to focus on her 
for 60 seconds. You do that and I'm telling you, you know, they say that the eyes are the 
window into the soul, you look your wife dead in the eye and think about her and you're 
shutting out everything else because you're looking right at her eye to eye and I'll tell you, 
if you have an open heart to do God's will and to love your wife, he'll speak to your heart 
because you just make that connection again with your wife. I'll throw that out there. I'll 
challenge you to do it. Let me know if it works, okay? Can you last for 60 seconds 
without busting up? I hope that you can.

Page 6 of 9



Sometimes when I do that, when I look at my wife, I see some things there and I 
recognize that, you know, she's someone's little girl. How many of you dads out there 
have daughters? I see a lot of hands going up, right? Your wife is someone's little girl. Do 
you know how you love your little girls no matter how old they get? They're still your 
little girl and you are thankful and amazed to see them grow and to become young 
women. Vicky and I are just really blessed, Jenny's wedding last year, Rebecca's coming 
up. The Lord has led them both to wonderful young men. We couldn't be more pleased. 
But they're still my little girls in so many ways. Your wife is someone's little girl. How 
would you want someone to treat your daughter? That woman you've got your arm 
around or you're sitting next to or thinking about that you are married to is someone's 
little girl. How should you treat her? I firmly believe that as we as men have hearts that 
desire to love our wives the way Christ loves the church, that he'll change our perspective 
on things immensely. And again, it isn't overnight; it isn't like a light, the switch just gets 
flicked, but all of a sudden you'll find yourself with just a whole different way of looking 
at things in regard to your wife.

Back to Ephesians 5. I want to read, I think it's verse 27. We're going to read what 25  
through 27, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." This is being spoken 
in the context of husbands loving their wives. Do you love your wife in a way that moves 
her God-ward? I have to look at myself and say, "Man, I have a lot of room for 
improvement there." But as we seek to love our wives as Christ loved the church, that's 
part of our expression of love is to lead our wives in ways that will draw her closer to 
God and to reflect the love of God to her so that when she sees the way we love her, it is 
that reflection of Christ's love for the church and even that can draw her nearer to the 
Lord, I believe, because you're a living example of Christ's love in the way you treat her.

If you have those things out of skew tonight, look into what God's word says and that's 
the simple challenge for tonight is to love your wives as Christ loved the church and, do 
you know, if you do an exhaustive study of Scripture, you're going to come up with many 
more ways, many more things that express the way Christ expresses his love. I just 
touched on a few tonight but as men, I would challenge you, do you seek to minister the 
grace of God to your wife and love her the way Christ loved his church? It takes a 
conscious effort to do that and not because your wife is not a lovely person but because 
you're a fallen sinner; because we as husbands so easily lose the focus and fail to follow 
the scriptural admonition to love our wives as Christ loved the church and to look and 
say, "Lord, what does that mean? What does that mean?" And then try to find ways that 
reflect what Christ did and I want to say that first and foremost tonight, Christ served the 
church and he always does. He continues to. He intercedes for us. He'll never leave us nor 
forsake us. He came to minister, not to be ministered unto but to minister. 

Do you minister to your wife? Do you ask God to show you how to do that? I would 
challenge every guy here if you're not doing that, start. "But you don't know my wife." I 
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know you. I know you and Brother Rob said, "The biggest obstacle to all these things is 
the guy you're looking at in the mirror." Ask God to help you to be a minister, to be a 
servant to your wife and you would be surprised if you're not doing it already, you would 
be surprised the joy that it will bring to your own heart and what it will do for you wife. 
It's just amazing and I say all these things in light of its God's goodness that brings a man 
to repentance. It's God's goodness that helps us to turn away from our own selfishness 
and turn towards God's design no matter what aspect of life we're talking about. 

It's God's goodness that allows us to do that and so if you're going to have a servant's 
heart, it's not always going to be easy because there are going to be times when you're 
going to have to put off something that you want to do to do something to minister to 
your wife. Think about it. I mean, what's the big deal? What earth shattering thing are 
you going to give up or put off to do this or that for your wife? Seriously, but sometimes, 
"Honey, it's football." I'm not a big football watcher. I don't even have a TV that works, 
alright? But, you know, sometimes, hey, click the game off because your wife wants to, I 
don't know, go for an ice cream, whatever. There are times and you're like, really, if you 
miss that game, is it really going to change your world? But, you know, it might change 
hers. If you click this off and you go for that ice cream with her, giving up that football 
game, that hockey game, whatever, it's not going to rattle your world. It's not but you 
doing that might just change hers and when it changes hers, it'll change yours and then 
there will be times when she doesn't even have to ask you to turn that game off because 
God is going to put it in your heart to go and do something with her, for her, instead of 
watching that game. I just throw out that game, there's nothing wrong with watching 
football. I like watching football. It's fun. I love football. I love the strategy. It's great. I 
love it. I never played it when I was a kid, I was too much of a wimp. I was a hockey 
goalie. They shot things at me. That's how much of a wimp I was. But if you have a 
ministering heart to your wife, there will be things that you have to set aside, there will be 
things that you have to give up that you might say, "Oh...." They're not really all that big 
but the rewards are so much greater as you seek to minister the grace of God to your 
wife. 

So that's just the simple challenge tonight. If I've said anything that was dumb or out of 
place, forget it. The important thing is to take a look at the Scriptures that we looked at 
tonight and evaluate your own life. "How am I doing? Lord, show me." And if your 
desire is to obey the Lord in these things, ask him, "Lord, show me how to do it," and 
you'd be surprised what he'll put in your mind. Sometimes just little things like that candy 
bar or whatever, that lets her know that you're thinking about her. You know, I can buy 
candy bars at work for like $.50. It's a pretty good deal, you know? One for me, one for 
my wife. "Honey, look, I got you a candy bar." It's shows you thought about her in such a 
small, small way but try it, guys. It's good. It's good and it becomes a joy and it probably 
won't be too long before you're like a giddy little kid and you're excited because you've 
got this plan for your wife. "I bought her the big candy bar tonight. I spent a dollar." Just 
ask the Lord to show you how to minister the grace of God to your wife and then let him 
change your heart because he will and he'll help you get these things in focus and it will 
become a joy to be married, to be married to the girl that you're married to. It will 
because God can work that. It's his design.
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So with that, we'll just close in prayer.

Lord, we do thank you for your love for us. Father, we do pray that as husbands tonight 
that you would challenge our thinking, Father, that we might be open and willing to love 
our wives the way you call us to. And Lord, forgive us for the times when we put 
ourselves first. We pray that you would change our thinking, change our hearts, and 
Lord, even give us the creativity of mind to think and to come up with ways to minister 
your grace to our own wives. Father, we just do thank you for your love for us and ask 
that you'd watch over us throughout this coming week. We do pray in Christ's name. 
Amen.
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