
2160 - THE SIXTH SENSE - 1 Cor 2.12 
Paul begins this chapter by explaining to the Cors how and why he 
preached to them in the way that he did - it was so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God [5]. He 
confirmed that God did impart to them a wisdom that the natural, 
unspiritual, ungodly man does not have. They had this added 
dimension - which I am calling The Sixth Sense!  
Now I know there is a film called ‘The Sixth Sense’ – some of you 
have seen it! Its about a lad who saw dead people – he could speak to 
them as well as see them! It’s a supernatural film – its not real! 
Supernatural films are now very popular amongst the young! The 
ET film have even made many people cry! BT have used ET as an 
advert to persuade people to communicate! The very fact that so 
many films are now coming out about ‘the supernatural’ tells a story 
–  its this: man not only believes in the supernatural, but man needs 
something supernatural! We have an affinity with the supernatural!! 
We do not really deny the supernatural but actually enjoy ‘dreaming’ 
about it - its when we attach God and His authority, power and 
judgment over us, that we ‘poo, hoo’ it! 
Surprisingly, the Bible supports this alliance with the supernatural! 
Our text tells us about a sixth sense! Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God [12]. Ie that we might 
know things that we would not otherwise know! No doubt about it - 
Xns do know what others don’t know! Xns have ‘seen’ what others 
haven’t! They have seen God, Christ, Sin, Satan, Hell, Heaven in a 
way that others have not! Xns in reality have a Sixth Sense!  
They have received something, that gave them an insight that no one 
else has – they have the Spirit of God – the mind of the Almighty, 
the mind of the Omnipotent God! As a result Xns have an under-
standing! The spiritual person judges/appraises/discerns all things 
[15] + you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have 
knowledge [1John 2:20] - a knowledge that unbelievers do not have! 
the natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God…
and he is not able to understand them [14]. 



Xns ‘see’ what they did not ‘see’ before! He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures [L24:45]! This is real. Have you had it? It 
is sometimes called ‘seeing the Light’ and it makes a world of a 
difference! To the Ephs Paul explains it like this  having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 
which He has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheri-
tance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His 
power toward us who believe [Eph 1:18]. John describes it like this 
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know Him who is true [1John 5:20].  
For God, who said ‘Let light shine out of darkness’  has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ [2 Cor 4:6] Do you know what Paul is talking 
about here? Are you following his logic and reasoning? 
Or, is Paul taking nonsense? Is he out of his mind? Paul is an 
intellectual and a man of wide experience! Jesus has been dead since 
years, and yet he says that God reveals Jesus to us and it changes our 
whole way of thinking and believing! Have you discovered that Xns 
do have a special ‘insight’ through the Spirit of God to understand 
spiritual realities and that God can reveal Jesus Christ to you? 

God has gifted every Xn with this Sixth Sense – so that they would 
be blessed with a unique understanding of life’s purpose! Paul 
talks of it as a treasure and a knowledge and a ‘power’, we have this 
treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God [2Cor 4:7] It has been given to us so that we may ‘overcome the 
world’ and not be defeated by the powers of darkness which hover 
around us and destroy many around us  today. The media is full of 
sad examples of those whom the god of this world have destroyed!  

We Xns are to be ‘overcomers’! everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world…this is the victory that has overcome the world 
- our faith [1John 5:4] Our faith can extinguish all the flaming darts 
of the evil one [Eph 6:16] - through Christ of course - it is He who 
gives us the victory [15:57]. This Sixth Sense can be such a great 
blessing to us - if we make use of it! So many Xns are not aware, 
both of the danger of sin and the power of this Sixth Sense! 



Every Xn, has the Spirit of God in him! if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, does not belong to Him [Rom 8:9]! Ie, you are not a 
Xn if you do not have His Spirit in you! Do you not know that you 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? [3:16] 

Now Paul’s letters are full of directions to walk in the Spirit. It 
implies it is possible not to walk in the Spirit despite possessing the 
Spirit. as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him [Col 
2:6] Too many Xns do not ‘walk in the Spirit of Christ’! They live as 
non-Xns, and feel no urge either to grow in more knowledge, or in 
further service to their Lord and Saviour who did so much for them. 
Thus the many injunctions to be ‘stirred up’! Moses called Bezalel 
and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put 
skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work of 
building the tabernacle [Ex 36:2]! I think it right, as long as I am in 
this body, to stir you up by way of reminder + This is now the second 
letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring 
up your sincere mind by way of reminder [2Pet 1:13, 3:1]  

Conversion does not change us into machines! We are free to live as 
we choose - just as we did before conversion! And we profit or lose 
by these decisions! If we sin, we pay the price. If we obey, we are 
blessed. Look: Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to 
make you obey its passions – that’s 1 option! The other option is Do 
not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 
death to life [Rom 6:12,13]  Paul appeals to them Do you not know 
that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, 
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? [Rm 6:16]! Think of 
that in relation to Jesus words No one can serve two masters![Mt6:] 

Just as you can own a car yet have it lying in a garage unused, so you 
can have the Sixth Sense and have that sense lying unused and 
dormant! And just as some people buy software for their computers 
and learn afterwards that they already had a programme which could 
do the new thing they wanted to do, so many Xns fail to enjoy the 
blessings of God. In fact Paul has to tell the Cors I, brothers could 
not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh [3:1]! 



Now although we have the Spirit we need to be filled with the Spirit 
[Eph 5:18] We are not filled with the Spirit at conversion – but we 
must press on to be filled with the Spirit! That command implies that 
we are missing out on something if we are not filled with the Spirit. 
It is something Jesus did not wish us to miss out on. Before Jesus 
died, He told His disciples something special. if I do not go away the 
Helper will not come to you [J16:7]. And that was something which 
would be a big loss. Jesus wants us to benefit from the filling of the 
Spirit because He sent the Spirit so ‘that we might know’ and do 
things we would not otherwise know. There is so much by which we 
can glorify God if we ‘engage’ with the Spirit through prayer! 

So then - what are those things that are freely given to us by God in 
this Sixth Sense? For one, God has given us a spirit that is markedly 
different from the spirit/philosophy of the world. Take for example 
when someone does you a bad turn - the ‘natural’ man will seek 
revenge! He will seek an opportunity to ‘get his own back’! So 
many businesses and politicians have been ruined by this spirit of 
retaliation and obsession of ‘getting our own back’ on those who 
have hurt us. Think of Haman; think of King Saul!  
in [Jud 8:1-3] we read that the Ephraimites were appeased by the 
wise and soft answer Gideon gave them when they were so upset at 
not being called to go to battle against Midian and enjoy the praises 
and congratulations of victory! Gideon was being a peace-maker 
and not a peace-disturber! Some people even long for an 
opportunity to get their own back! Not so, Jesus Christ! When He 
was reviled, He did not revile in return. He did not threaten!  

Jesus sent His preachers to teach the very opposite of the spirit of 
the world. Peter said do not repay evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called 
[1P3:9] Paul the same repay no one evil for evil [R12:17] 
To be able to control your hurt emotions in that way, is equivalent 
to moving a mountain! ‘Blessing those who curse you’ is the exact 
opposite of what the world thinks and does - but it is a big event! 
The Sixth Sense enables love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control to fulfil their role!


