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“PREACHING JESUS” 

ACTS 13:14-41 
# 17 in Series, “The Spirit, the Church, and the World” 

 
 
Matthew 3:1a (NASB) “Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching…”  
 
 
Matthew 4:17 (NASB) “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 
 
 
Matthew 24:14 (NASB) “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come.” 
 
 
2 Timothy 4:2 (NASB) “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience 
and instruction.” 
 
 
“The church Fathers took the baton from the apostles, and through their preaching Christianity conquered the Roman Empire. 
The preaching of the great Reformers Luther, Calvin, Knox, Zwingli, and Latimer brought the light of truth to the church after 
centuries of darkness. The powerful preaching of John Owen, John Bunyan, Richard Baxter, Thomas Manton, Thomas Brooks, 
Thomas Watson, and Jeremiah Burroughs among many others fired the Puritan revival in seventeenth century England. John 
Wesley, George Whitefield, and Jonathan Edwards led the eighteenth century Great Awakening. The nineteenth century…was 
blessed with the preaching of Spurgeon, Parker, Maclaren, and Whyte. Perhaps the church of today knows little of revival 
because it knows little of strong, biblical, doctrinal preaching.”                                                                             �John MacArthur 
 
 
 
Introduction (vv. 14-16) 
 
2 Corinthians 11:26 (NASB) “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among 
false brethren.” 
 
 
Romans 1:16 (NASB) “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.”  
 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NASB) “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” 
 
 
 
 
I.       Jesus Is the Focus of History (vv. 17-22) 
 
 

John 14:9b (NASB) “He who has seen Me has seen the Father…”  
 
 
Romans 11:36 (NASB) “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 

 
 
 
 



II.      Jesus Is the Fulfillment of Prophesy (vv. 23-37) 
 

Revelation 19:10b (NASB) “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
 
Genesis 3:15 (NASB) “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.” 
 
Malachi 3:2 (NASB) “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap.” 
 
Isaiah 9:6 (NASB) “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; 
and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
Micah 5:2 (NASB) “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go 
forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.” 
 
Isaiah 53:3-7, 10a (NASB) “3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like 
one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, 
and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced 
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by 
His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. 10 But 
the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief.” 
 
Revelation 11:15b (NASB) “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will 
reign forever and ever.” 

 
 
 
 
 
III.     Jesus Is the Provider of Forgiveness (vv. 38-41) 
 
 

A. The Truth of This Sermon Is Personal (v. 38) 
 

James 2:10 (NASB) “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” 
 
 

B. The Truth of This Sermon Is Compelling (v. 39) 
 
 

Romans 3:19-20 (NASB) “19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so 
that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the 
Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” 

 
 

C. The Truth of This Sermon Is Urgent (vv. 40-41) 
 

Habakkuk 1:6 (NASB) “For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march 
throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs.” 
 
 
 
 
 



First Baptist Church Powell  05 08 2016 AM 
Sermon 17:  Preaching Jesus 
Series: The Spirit, the Church, and the World 
Acts 13:14-41 
 
The passage that we are focusing on contains the first recorded sermon of the man that many would 
consider the greatest preacher who ever lived – the apostle Paul. Let’s focus for a moment on preaching. 
Today, preaching is generally thought of in more negative terms than positive. When someone gives a 
rebuke that is unappreciated, they are often met with the hateful response, “Stop preaching at me.”  
Preaching has not always been looked on in such a negative way. The pastor who led me to Christ was 
called by the church members “Preacher Star.” Some of the senior adults here call me “Preacher,” and I 
have no problem with that at all. One of our former pastors in this church, who faithfully served for 
seventeen years in the 1950’s, 60’s, and 70’s, was addressed by the members as “Preacher Parrot.” He 
died in the mid 1980’s and I had the privilege of being Mrs. Parrot’s pastor for almost twenty years and 
preached her funeral. She called her husband “Preacher”! She would say “Preacher and I did…”  
Though preaching is generally looked down on today, it has a prominent place in the New Testament. 
When John the Baptist prepared the way for the ministry of Christ, he did it through preaching. Matthew 
3:1a: “Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching…” When Jesus began His public ministry, He 
did so by preaching. Matthew 4:17: “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” The Bible tells us that one day the Gospel will be preached to all nations. 
Matthew 24:14: “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
the nations, and then the end will come.” When Paul wrote to Timothy, he gave him a very clear 
command in 2 Timothy 4:2: “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction.”  
Biblical preaching was a major catalyst in most of the great movements and revivals of history. Here is a 
short history of the prominence of preaching since the book of Acts. “The church Fathers took the baton 
from the apostles, and through their preaching Christianity conquered the Roman Empire. The preaching 
of the great Reformers Luther, Calvin, Knox, Zwingli, and Latimer brought the light of truth to the church 
after centuries of darkness. The powerful preaching of John Owen, John Bunyan, Richard Baxter, Thomas 
Manton, Thomas Brooks, Thomas Watson, and Jeremiah Burroughs among many others, fired the Puritan 
revival in seventeenth century England. John Wesley, George Whitefield, and Jonathan Edwards led the 
eighteenth century Great Awakening. The nineteenth century … was blessed with the preaching of 
Spurgeon, Parker, Maclaren, and Whyte. Perhaps the church of today knows little of revival because it 
knows little of strong, biblical, doctrinal preaching.” [John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 
13-28, page 16]  
In the mid 1990’s I attended a conference on revival and got to hear the man who is called the greatest 
living revival historian, Richard Owen Roberts. In one of his messages, he traced some of the great 
movements of God in history and looked at those that magnified the preaching of the Word and those that 
certainly had the Word proclaimed, but the preaching of the Word was not as prominent. Here was what 
he found. The ones that were centered on the Word of God had a much longer life that those that were not 
centered on the Word of God. Those not so centered on the Word had a greater problem with emotional 
excesses as well as a shorter life span. 
Thus far in our study of the book of Acts, we have seen that the church was born on the day of Pentecost 
when Peter preached. As the Gospel spread to the Samaritans and to the Gentiles it was through 
preaching. Preaching Jesus is the primary way that the Gospel was spread.  

Introduction (v 14-16) 
As Paul and Barnabas continued on their first missionary journey, they came to Pisidian Antioch. This is 
not the same city as the Antioch that is referred to in Acts 13:1-3. Pisidian Antioch was a much less 
prominent city than the Antioch we looked at in the last message. The journey to Pisidian Antioch was a 
really rough and dangerous one. It involved going through rugged territory infested with robbers. It is 
possible that that some or all of the events that Paul referred to in 2 Corinthians 11:26 were connected to 



this trip. 2 Corinthians 11:26: “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from 
robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the 
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren.” When the Sabbath day came, Paul did 
what became a pattern on his missionary journeys as he came into a new town. He went first to the Jewish 
Synagogue. Paul would later write in Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” At the 
typical synagogue, the service began with a recitation of the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel! 
The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!”). This was typically followed with some prayers and then two 
lessons – one from the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible) and one from the prophets. Next came an 
expository sermon. The service would then be concluded with a blessing. It was customary that if a Rabbi 
was a guest in the service, he would often be asked to speak. The synagogue leaders may have recognized 
from Paul’s garments that he was a Rabbi. They could have even learned that he had been trained under 
the most famous of the Rabbis – Gamaliel. Paul was asked to speak and this starts the sermon we are 
examining today. 
 

I.  Jesus Is the Focus of History (v 17-22) 
Mankind has analyzed and argued for millennia about whether history has some overall meaning or is it 
just a reporting of random events that have just happened by chance. Eastern religions tell us that history 
is just a series of cycles. That view of history could be illustrated by a circle. The whole view of 
reincarnation comes out of that cyclical view of history. Much of the academic elite in America today 
would agree with the Eastern religion view. They just believe that history records a series of meaningless 
events that have no meaning. This view today is often called “Existentialism.” Existentialism’s 
spokesman has been the philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre. Existentialism was illustrated in Sartre’s novel 
entitled Nausea. Existentialism is summarized by one quote, of one of the characters, in Sartre’s novel. 
He said, “While you live, nothing happens. The scenery changes, people come in and go out. That’s all. 
There are no beginnings. Days add on to days without rhyme or reason, an interminable and monotonous 
addition.” The best one-line illustration of Existentialism is a later line in the novel that says, “…here we 
sit, all of us, eating and drinking to preserve our precious existence, and there is nothing, nothing, 
absolutely no reason for existing.” [All sited in John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 13-28, page 
18]  
That is depressing! When we leave God out of history, the present, and the future, Existentialism is really 
the best logical thing we can come up with. The end result of Existentialism is, “Nothing matters; live for 
the temporary pleasures of the moment.” In Paul’s day the view (before it was called “Existentialism”) 
was voiced like this, “Eat, drink, and be merry, because tomorrow we must die.”  
I have good news for you. There is a God. He is not just the person you choose for Him to be. He has 
revealed some general things about Himself in what He has created, but He has specifically revealed 
Himself in the pages of the Book He inspired Godly men to write. That book is the Bible. If you want to 
see Him in a body, as still God, but yet man, then look to His Son – the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said in 
John 14:9b: “He who has seen Me has seen the Father…” This God who has revealed Himself to us is 
sovereign and all powerful. He is the sovereign one over history. Truly, history is “His story.” History is 
not best illustrated by an endless circle, but by a straight arrow. There is a purpose in all that happens and 
in reality there is no such thing as random chance. All of time (history, the present, and the future) is 
directed and controlled by Him and will consummate in His glory. Romans 11:36 says, “For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”  
Paul’s sermon screams out, “The focus of history is Jesus.” Normally, documents concerning history 
focus on different key people (Julius Caesar, Genghis Kahn, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, etc.). 
In Paul’s summary of history from the time of the Patriarchs to David, the focus is on God. It is God who 
is the subject of nearly all of the verbs. Look at the wording: Acts 13:17-22:  

“17The God of this people Israel chose…” “17…with an uplifted arm He led them out 
from it.” “18For a period of about forty years He put up with them…” “19When He 



had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land as an 
inheritance…”  “20After these things He gave them judges until Samuel the 
prophet.” “21… God gave them Saul…”  “22After He had removed him, He raised up 
David to be their king…”  

Paul focuses not on the human characters of history, but on the One who is sovereign over history.  
 

II.  Jesus Is the Fulfillment of Prophesy (v 23-37) 
Paul, in this first recorded sermon that he preached, said that not only does Old Testament history point to 
Jesus; the Old Testament prophesies also point to Him. Revelation 19:10b: “For the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy.” The very first prophesy was all about Jesus and how He would defeat Satan, the 
foe of God and instigator of death. That first prophesy was Genesis 3:15: “And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall 
bruise him on the heel.” In the last book of the Old Testament, we see in Malachi 3:2: “But who can 
endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and 
like fullers' soap.” 
 Jesus is the Son who would be born of a virgin in Isaiah 7:14. He is one who fulfilled Isaiah 9:6: “For a 
child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” He is the one 
that Micah referred to in Micah 5:2: “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, 
From the days of eternity.” Dr. R. A. Torrey says that over 300 prophesies were fulfilled in the first 
coming of Christ.  
It seems that Paul in his first recorded sermon anticipated a question that his hearers would ask. If all of 
these prophesies were pointing to Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, then why did the vast majority of the 
Jews reject Him? Paul says that it was because of their preconceived notions of what the Messiah would 
be like. The Jewish leaders were looking for a Messiah who would destroy the enemies of the Jews and 
restore the glories of the days of King David. The thought of a Messiah who would come as a baby, in a 
cattle stall, to a poor woman, and then grow up in a carpenter’s home, was not on their radar.  
Instead of leading a successful rebellion against Rome, Jesus said to “render unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesars and to God the things that are God’s.” The ultimate conformation to the Jewish leaders that 
Jesus was not the Messiah was when He died a shameful death on a cross. What they missed was the fact 
that their Messiah was coming as the suffering servant of Isaiah 53 the first time He came. Isaiah 53:3-7, 
10a:  

He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not 
esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we 
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was 
pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 
All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the 
Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and 
like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.   
10a But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief…  

The Jewish leaders were correct in thinking that the Messiah would conquer His enemies and rule and 
reign, but that would wait for His Second Coming when all of His enemies would be defeated and as 
Revelation 11:15b says, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 



Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.” Paul showed them His resurrection was NOT something that 
God came up with at the last moment. Acts 13:32-35:  

And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God 
has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also 
written in the second Psalm, “YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN 
YOU.” As for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to 
decay, He has spoken in this way: “I WILL GIVE YOU THE HOLY and SURE 
blessings OF DAVID.”  Therefore He also says in another Psalm, “YOU WILL NOT 
ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.”  

The cross and the resurrection were prophesied. 
 

III.  Jesus Is the Provider of Forgiveness (v 38-41) 
In this final part of his sermon, Paul gets very personal. He is no longer dealing with history or prophesy. 
He is dealing with the souls of his hearers. Good preaching never ends without challenging the hearers to 
respond. His closing exhortation makes these truths personal, compelling, and urgent.  

A.  The Truth of This Sermon Is Personal (v 38) 
Notice in verse 38 that the phrase “to you” is used twice. This goes way beyond just giving out 
information; this is an urgent plea to receive forgiveness that can only be provided by Jesus Christ. First 
century Judaism had been so perverted. Forgiveness had become something to be earned, not something 
to be received by faith. It was all about reducing the law to a bunch of legalistic rules. The problem with a 
works based salvation is how many works are enough? A works approach to salvation also treats lightly 
the holiness of God. An infinitely holy God cannot overlook or sweep any sin “under the rug.” A works 
based salvation is in reality no salvation at all. James 2:10: “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” What will YOU do about sin? How will you be 
forgiven? 

B.  The Truth of This Sermon Is Compelling (v 39) 
In reality, every person is in bondage to sin. The law of God cannot save; that isn’t the God planned 
purpose of the law. Romans 3:19-20: “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 
because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the 
knowledge of sin.”  
To seek to be cleansed from sin by keeping the law would be like taking a mirror that you looked in to see 
dirt on your face and then try to clean off the dirt with the mirror. That is not the purpose of a mirror. A 
mirror reveals the dirt and “through the Law comes the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).  
The word translated “freed” in verse 39 is elsewhere translated is translated “justified.” The word justified 
means that God has declared you righteous because the righteousness of Christ is imputed to your 
account. True Christians have an “alien righteousness,” that is a righteousness that belongs to another. 
Through believing in Christ, we have the very righteousness of Christ put on our account. The result is 
that we are then freed from the bondage of sin. The word “believes” in verse 39 involves knowing the 
facts of Christ’s provision for our salvation, accepting those facts as being true, and then to commit 
yourself to, trust completely in those facts for your salvation. It means you turn completely from a works 
righteousness and look only to Jesus, trusting Him completely to give you a right standing before God.  

C.  The Truth of This Sermon Is Urgent (v 40-41) 
Paul was speaking here of judgment. Judgment is real and it is certain. Paul quoted a judgment passage 
from Habakkuk 1:5. The context of that verse is a warning about coming judgment. Our sins will all be 
judged – either in Christ because we have believed on Him or in a place the Bible calls “hell” for all 
eternity.  



 
Conclusion 

I really do not think that Paul spoke these words to the people of Pisidian Antioch with harshness. 
I think that he spoke them in sorrow. This passage is all about grace. God’s grace has made a way 
for those who sins enslave them, to be set free. However, if you turn away from that grace, you 
stand under the judgment of God and that is a scary place to be. 


