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Application For Us, From Ephesus 
 
 
Introduction: 

     If you want to know how popular the Church is; look who is there on Sunday morning. If you 
want to know how popular the Pastor or the Preacher is; look who is there on Sunday evening 
service. But if you want to know how popular Jesus is; look who is there during the midweek 
service. This morning I want us to look at an application for us, from the Church at Ephesus. I’m 
going to use the book of Acts, of course the book of Ephesians. Then we will move into the 
Revelation of The LORD Jesus Christ.  

    An application for us, from Ephesus. The Apostle Paul is at Miletus, he has been visiting all the 
churches in Asia minor and is now trying to get back to Jerusalem before the Feast of Pentecost. He 
does not have time to visit with the church at Ephesus, so what does he do?  He calls for all the 
Pastor’s of the churches, right? Wrong, he calls for the elders of the church, to come unto him at 
Miletus, before he departs unto Jerusalem.  

     Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province in Asia. Paul had a very close attachment to the 
church at Ephesus because he had spent three years there. If you look by his letters you can tell the 
spiritual maturity and condition of some of these churches, by the time spent and the doctrines that 
he addresses in these epistles.  

Thessalonica – 3 weeks, spiritual but babes.                                      
Corinth – 18 months, a very carnal church.                                            
Ephesus – 3 years, a spiritual mature church. 

Acts 20:17-19 

7 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.  

18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into 
Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,  

19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by 
the lying in wait of the Jews:  

     Paul reminds them of his service unto the LORD, serving with humility of mind and many tears 
and the troubles brought on him by the hand of his very own Jewish brethren.  We are as Ephesus 
and this is an application for us, from Ephesus. Or we could be like Thessalonica or even Corinth.  
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     There are things in the Bible spoken to specific people however the application applies to all. 
Even the letter to the Ephesians itself was known as an incicular letter in that it was meant to be 
read in Ephesus, Colossi, and Laodicea. 

     There are three major things that I what us to learn from this application for us, for this church at 
Ephesus, because we are as Ephesus.  

1. The Ephesians are Enlighten: 

Acts 20:20-32 

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught 
you publicly, and from house to house,  

21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 
there:  

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.  

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God.  

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall 
see my face no more.  

26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 

28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  

29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock.  

30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.  

31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears.  

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
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     It is where that Paul enlightened the elders of Ephesus. Paul said you know my labors; Paul said I 
held back nothing that was profitable unto you; Paul said I have declared the full council of God. 
Then the Apostle Paul gives a twofold warning. 

1. Wolves from without – Grievous wolves enter in among, not sparing the flock.  
 

2. False teachers from within – Of your own selves’ men shall arise speaking perverse things, 
to draw people away after them. 

     Paul’s enlightening words, will not stop the troubles from within and without. These enlightening 
words will serve as a warning, and know this my friend. We are as Ephesus; this application for us 
is from Ephesus.  All of these things apply to every local church of today.  

     It is one thing to be enlightened which is the illumination of given revelation. However Paul does 
not leave them their own devices. They have the enlightenment but Paul goes a step further in his 
personal letter he would later write to them.  

2. The Ephesians are Equipped. 

Ephesians 4:7-10 

7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 

10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 

     He gives the gifts according to His Sovereign Will. It is He who equips us and He will fill all things. 
He will “Remember” us in this work that He has given us to do. And the LORD remembered Noah – 
In the flood account it says in the Scriptures after 150 days “And the LORD remembered Noah.” Now 
the Word picture there means – He suppleth all our needs. Just as the thief cried from the cross – 
“LORD remember me” He will supply all our needs, He will fill / complete all things.  

He has done His part, and is continuing to do His part. 

- Making intercessions for His people. 
- Petitioning our pleas before the throne. 
- He is the Daysman betwixt us. 

     Paul continues with his message of the Ephesians' equipping, and we would do good to take heed 
because we are as Ephesus and this application applies to us as well. 
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Ephesians 4:11-12 

11 And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

     That word perfecting used there is the word equipping; meaning to prepare, make ready, 
restoring back to its original condition; being made fit or complete. This is our equipping, to do the 
work of the ministry; for the building up of the body of Christ. Christ has done and will continue to 
do His part, but we must do our part. We have been enlightened and equipped.  Until when? 

Ephesians 4:13-16  

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love.  

1. The Ephesians are Enlighten:     Acts 20:20-32 
2. The Ephesians are Equipped:     Ephesians 4:7-16 

Lastly I want to show you the final point; 

3. The Ephesians are Exhorted:     Revelation 2:1-5 

Revelation 2:1-5 

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith He that holdenth the seven stars in 
His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden cnadlestickes; 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and the patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
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     That is the key verse in this exhortation. John writes the words of Christ, directly to the church at 
Ephesus with this strong exhortation. Let us not forget, we are as Ephesus and this warning applies 
to us as well, for this application for us, from Ephesus. Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

     This exhortation is a fourfold message, three warnings with a result.  

- Remember – Remember from whence thou art fallen.  Remember your condition before you 
backslid into the condition you’re in now. Remember what it was like, remember.  
 

- Repent – Repent, it’s more than just prayer. Repentance is a change of mind, that results in a 
change of direction. Turning to God from sin, remember. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent. 

 
- Repeat – Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 

Do thy first works;  Remember what it was like when you first got save, remember what it 
was like when you was on fire for God. Remember, repent, and then repeat those very first 
works. (Remember emotions always follow actions). 

      
     Lastly, we have this threefold warning but we also have here the results, if we do not do this 
threefold warning that Christ gives. Number four is remove - Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
 

- Remove – Warning, Christ said “I will remove thy candlestick.” He said I will extinguish your 
light, your witness, your testimony; except thou repent.   

     
      This is an application for us, from Ephesus.                                                     

 

 


