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The Lord, it says, in verse 31 has a controversy with the nations; He will plead His case with all 
flesh. Our God is a God of justice, and this means that He pleads with us to consider His word 
and do what is right.  In the government of the world He executes righteousness and justice in 
regard to the deeds of men and nations.  He repays a person according to their deeds, and He 
brings His righteous judgments in regard to all the nations.  Through His preachers He 
commands all men everywhere to repent, and to perform deeds appropriate to repentance.  He 
would have all those who would say that they know Him, to bring forth fruits in keeping with 
that repentance.  In the days which we are reading of, there was only one ethnic nation which 
God recognized as His people, and that was the Jews.  They were His chosen people but they had 
failed to keep His commandments.  They had failed to live up to the great privileges that were 
afforded them.  And so, after God had exercised great patience with them for many years, seeing 
that they did not want to repent, He was coming against them with His judgments.   
       The theme of this passage is the Lord, strong and mighty in judgment.  When the Lord 
determines to execute judgment He will do it righteously.  There is a righteous progression in 
the judgments of the Lord which will utterly vindicate Him in His attributes of being holy, wise, 
true, and righteous, when He judges the world at the last judgment.  But we should take notice 
of how He dealt with Judah and Jerusalem, and turn from all of our sins so that we might find 
mercy for ourselves and our land. God’s righteous progression in judgment is seen in the 
following responses of God and men.   
1st – The Response of God to man’s sin is to rise early and speak. (verses 1-14) 
       Verse 3b says: “…And I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not 
listened.”  “And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising early and speaking, 
but you have not listened.”  “And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising 
early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear.”  “They said 
‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord has 
given to you and your fathers forever and ever.”  “Do not go after other gods to serve them and 
worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands; and I will not 
harm you.”  “Yet you have not listened to Me.”  We see here that God spoke to Judah and 
Jerusalem by His prophets and His ministers.  Jeremiah’s message and ministry were not only 
to kings as it is evident in the 22nd chapter of this book, but he was told to speak also to all the 
people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  So, we see here that a preacher must declare 
God’s word to all the people, not just some who seem to be more important people.  Jeremiah 
speaks to them of the passing of time in his ministry.  He had been preaching to them from the 
thirteenth year of Josiah until when this prophecy was given in the 4th year of King Jehoiakim – 
Josiah’s son.  It had been 23 years of faithfully declaring, warning, entreating the people to listen 
to the word of the Lord, to heed it and to do it.   
       This applies to New Testament times as well as Old.  The Lord in His judgments considers 
the passing of time, and what He has given to men in terms of the privileges of His word.  He 
expects His people to make progress in keeping His word.  He expects them to grow up and 
become mature as those who know Him.  And if they do not, then He will act.  He will act both to 
chasten His people and to bring judgments upon the unrepentant.  We need to consider this, in 
relation to ourselves and our nation.  Does the passing of time bring us to incline our ear to 
listen more intently to God’s word, or have we become slothful, careless, and indifferent to it?  



2 
 

Do we pay close attention to what is preached so that we might benefit by it?  Do you pray when 
the word is being preached that your heart will receive this good word when the preacher is  
speaking about things related to sin, and righteousness, and the judgment and the possibility of 
being deceived by Satan?  Does the preaching of the word bring comfort and encouragement to 
your heart as I hear about all that Jesus Christ has done for sinners?  Are you receiving the word 
of God in order to take it to heart and to let it speak to you?  As you look at your life; ask yourself 
whether you are making progress in holiness, whether you taking time to spend time in God’s 
word; praying that He would somehow use you in service to Him in some practical ways?   
       God takes notice of the passing of time; do you?  God speaks here of rising up early.  He rose 
up early in His preaching through the prophets.  A person who is serious about their business, 
rises up early to get their work done; to succeed in the matter of business which they are 
pursuing.  They are not going to waste any time.  They are going to try to meet with people while 
they are at their best; in the early morning, when they are clear-headed, sober, and can focus on 
what they would teach them, or what business they can transact with them.”   God had done this 
with the many prophets He sent to Israel.  He sent His prophets to speak to them of their sin and 
their need to turn back to Him, and believe in Him, and to receive His word to do it.   
       God rises up early to confront men with their sins; their lack of love for Him, their neglect of 
Him, and the terrible consequences which come from not trusting Him or obeying Him.  And He 
will sometimes bring a signal judgment upon the nation if the people are growing more 
insensible as to how they are offending Him and neglecting Him.  This is how it was, if you will 
recall on the morning of9/11/2001.  It was early in that morning that the judgment of God fell 
upon our dear country – on a clear day when we could see what was coming; when we were 
given our wakeup call.  God was speaking to us, and He was saying – You are not so great 
America that I cannot bring down the pride of your strength to nothing.  If you will serve sin and 
not Me, I will bring foreigners against you, and it will cause you great consternation.  You see, 
God looks to see whether we will repent, every one of us, of our wicked way and our evil doings, 
as it says in verse 5 of our text.  Will we serve the god of materialism?  Will we serve the false god 
of our fallen reason, or will we heed His word, to have no other gods before Him?   
       Our problem is that we do not grieve the loss of God in our society.  We do not see the shame 
of our sin in the sight of the holy God.  In Psalm 7, verse 9 David says: “Oh, let the wickedness of 
the wicked come to an end, but establish the just; for the righteous God tests the hearts and 
minds.”  “My defense is of God, who saves the upright in heart.”  “God is a just judge, and God is 
angry with the wicked every day.”  “If he does not turn back, God will sharpen His sword; He 
bends His bow and makes it ready.”   “He also prepares for Himself instruments of death; He 
makes His arrows into fiery shafts.”  That is how God thinks about an unrepentant nation like 
ours.  We grieve the loss of the American dream.  But the American dream will go up in smoke 
and collapse in ashes if God is not believed and obeyed.   
       To obey is better than sacrifice.  This means that each of us individually and all of us 
collectively need to consider this.  If we would see America become great again, we will need to 
repent of our many sins, and turn back from our folly as a nation.  And this repentance must 
begin with us, God’s people.  2nd Chronicles 7: 14 – “If my people who are called by My name will 
humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and heal their land.”  “Now My eyes will be open 
and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place.”  This is how America can be made great 
again; not when we are proud of all of our accomplishments, but when we humble ourselves and 
pray and seek God’s face.   
       America can be made great again by our repenting of the specific sins which we have 
committed; when we see that we are guilty of them; sins like unrighteous anger, murder of the 
unborn, sensuality, pride, foolishness, fornication, adultery, theft and bearing false witness.  
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Even dishonoring our father and our mother, when we do not listen to them or believe what they 
tell us, that we need to consider in what is right and wrong; wise and foolish.  But oftentimes, the 
greatest sin of many people is having other gods before God.  I think that it is directly related to 
the sin of unbelief.  It is when we think that it is alright to love something or someone more than 
God and pay attention to that something or someone more than God.  For our God is a jealous 
God.  If we will turn from our wicked ways, as individuals and as a nation, then God will hear 
from heaven and will forgive our sins, and He will heal our land.   
 2nd – The Righteous Progression in the Lord’s judgments is seen in the wicked 
man’s response of refusing them. (Verses 15-29) 
       “For thus says the Lord God of Israel to me: ‘Take this wine cup of fury from My hand, and 
cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink it.”  “And they will drink and stagger and go 
mad because of the sword that I will send among them.”  “Then I took the cup from the Lord’s 
hand, and made all the nations drink, to whom the Lord had sent me.”  The cup of the Lord’s 
righteous judgments is pictured for us here as a cup of wine; the cup of the wine of the Lord’s 
fury.  The Lord handed this cup to Jeremiah to give to all the nations that he was sent to.  No 
man by nature wants to believe that the wrath of God abides upon him.  But everyone outside of 
Christ, this is true of them.  No man wants to think about the Lord as a Judge.  No nation of 
people wants to believe that they are wicked enough for the Lord to come against them in 
judgment.  But the Lord has declared through Jeremiah that He will repay every man and every 
nation according to its deeds.   God is a just judge, and yet He is a rewarder of all those who 
believe in Him; those who will diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11: 6)  And we find here, that 
through Jeremiah’s preaching the cup was presented, and the word would be poured out, so to 
speak, out into all the surrounding countries, that God’s judgment was upon them.  People who 
know the Lord will still glory in God’s name, during those times of judgment which come upon 
their society.  They will glory in the strength of God’s name in prayer, and they will still praise 
Him for His wonderful works.  They will see that God is in full control, He is perfectly and 
completely sovereign over men and nations.   
       Turn with me over to Psalm 75, verse 1.  “We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks!”  
“For Your wondrous works declare that Your name is near.”  “When I choose the proper time, I 
will judge uprightly.”  “The earth and all its inhabitants are dissolved; I set up its pillars firmly.”  
“I said to the boastful, ‘Do not deal boastfully,’ and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn.”  “Do 
not lift up your horn on high; do not speak with a stiff neck.”   “For exaltation comes neither 
from the east nor from the west nor from the south.”  “But God is the Judge: He puts down one, 
and exalts another.”  “For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is fully 
mixed, and He pours it out; surely its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth drain and drink 
down.”   “But I will declare forever, I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.”  “All the horns of the 
wicked I will also cut off, but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.”   
       We see here in verse 4 that God chooses the time of His judgments.  In verse 4 He reproves 
the pride of wicked men.  In verse 6 He makes distinctions amongst men by His exalting one and 
taking down another.  In verse 8 we find that there is a cup in the hand of the Lord and in that 
cup is red wine, fully mixed, and He pours it out.  This red wine is a word picture which 
represents the reality of the cup of His judgments.  All the wicked shall drink it to the dregs; they 
shall drain it and drink it down.  This wine being red is the color for danger, the color of blood, 
the color of heat.  The Lord’s wrath consists in His remembrance of all of the sins of men, in 
bringing them to mind, to punish them for their sins.  There are many woes prepared by God for 
those who love their sin, but they are not often mentioned, even by preachers of the word in our 
day.  Unrepentant sinners need to be told that the punishments for sin which come in this life 
are only the prelude to the eternal punishments of hell.  Men say that war is hell, but war is only 
the prelude to hell.  There in hell, God will forever inflict punishments on the unrighteous.   
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There will be outward torments and inward sorrows, and sufferings, and pains of mind and 
heart forever and ever.   
        In the pouring out of His wrath, in the drinking of this cup, first Jerusalem and Judah 
would experience desolation and astonishment – They would become objects of scorn – people 
would hiss and curse at the mention of them.  God would take away mirth and the voice of 
gladness; the voice of the joy of weddings, the voice of the bride and the bridegroom, the sound 
of the millstones, and the light of the lamp would be taken away. (Jeremiah 25: 10)  Business 
would come to a standstill, and people’s experience of life would be cast into darkness.  And all 
this, was simply the prelude to everlasting destruction, everlasting burnings, everlasting 
darkness, and everlasting torments.  Let us remember what the Christian’s response should be 
in the midst of judgments coming upon their society.  Verse 9 of Psalm 75 – “But I will declare 
forever, I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.”  Let us be people of praise to God for His 
wondrous works and declare that His name is near.”   
       Let us also remember that wicked unrepentant people are worthy of these judgments.  They 
refuse God’s analysis of their sins; they refuse the idea that God is a great judge, and they do not 
believe that they will be punished for their sins in the final analysis.  In verse 28 of our text in 
Jeremiah 25, it says that even though they do not believe that God will punish sin, that they will 
drink the cup of wine anyway.  The Lord says that they certainly shall drink it.   But even though 
the Lord’s judgments come, we should still continue to pray that in the midst of wrath God 
might remember mercy; that He might have mercy upon many who are deceived by their sins 
and trapped by their sins.   But men by nature, apart from God’s grace being shown to them, will 
often refuse to consider the Lord’s judgments. 
       You can see this if you will turn over with me to Isaiah 26, verses 7-13.  “The way of the just 
is uprightness; O Most Upright, You weigh the path of the just.”  “Yes, in the way of Your 
judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You; the desire of our soul is for Your name and for the 
remembrance of You.”  “With my soul I have desired You in the night, yes, by my spirit within 
me I will seek You early; for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
will learn righteousness.”  “Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn righteousness; 
in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.”  
“Lord, when Your hand is lifted up, they will not see.”  “But they will see and be ashamed for 
their envy of people; yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them.”  “Lord, You will establish 
peace for us, for You have also done all our works in us.”  “O Lord our God, other masters 
besides You have had dominion over us; but by You only we make mention of Your name.”   
       You can really see the difference here between how the righteous and the wicked act in the 
time of the Lord’s judgments in the land.  They live in the same land, they behold the same 
judgments, but their reactions to the Lord’s judgments are quite different.  God weighs the path 
of the just as much as He weighs the path of the unjust.  But the just person waits upon God – 
“In the way of Your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You.”  That is, the righteous person 
waits upon the Lord in regard to the preaching of His word, and he will study to receive all that 
the Lord would have for him in the way of instruction, correction, and training in righteousness.  
The desire of their soul is to God’s name; to pray to Him, to admire His attributes of wisdom and 
justice in all of His providential ordering and governing of the nation and the world; both of 
righteous men and wicked men.   
       The righteous person desires God in the night; that is in the darkness of their own spiritual 
night, and even though they may be under the chastening hand of the Lord, their spirit within 
them still seeks God early and earnestly.  And when God’s judgments are in the land the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.  It is not the wicked person who is being 
spoken of here; we will see this in the next verse.  Rather, it is those righteous persons who are 
the inhabitants in God’s world of special blessings which He gives to the righteous; these are the 



5 
 

people (the Church of God’s people in both Old Testament and New), who learn righteousness; 
who rightly consider the Lord’s judgments and repent of their sins and pray for the Lord’s mercy 
upon themselves and others around them.  If grace is shown to the wicked, he will not learn 
righteousness.  In the land of uprightness, in the land which has experienced much common 
grace, he will still deal unjustly and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.   That is, He will not 
behold the majesty of the Lord in His righteous government of the world in His providence, in 
His protecting and defending His own people, and in His punishing the wicked.  
       When God’s hand is lifted up in judgment they will not see it.  They also will not see it when 
His hand is lifted up in mercy; when He delivers His people from the oppressions and bondage 
which evil men try to put them in, and keep them in.  They say, as Pharaoh said, when told by 
Moses and Aaron to let the people go – “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice to let 
Israel go?”  “I do not know the Lord, nor will I let Israel go.”  When God’s hand was lifted up in 
judgments against him, and against the nation of Egypt, he still refused to see that it was God 
who was dealing with him.  He hardened his heart against the thought.  When God’s hand was 
lifted up in redeeming mercy to bring the nation of Israel out of Egypt by mighty signs and 
wonders with an outstretched hand, still he would not listen.  The sad thing about the passage 
that we are studying this morning is that it was Israel who would not listen.  It was many in 
Israel who refused to see and to consider the Lord’s dealings with them.   Let us pray that this 
will not be the way that it is, with any of us. 
3rd – The Righteous Progression in the Lord’s judgments is seen in His Roaring; to 
become a Lion in Judgment and in Mercy.  (verses 30 and 38) 
       Verse 30 says – “Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to them: ‘The 
Lord will roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy habitation; He will roar mightily 
against His fold.”  “He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants 
of the earth.”  And verse 38 – “He has left His lair like the lion; for their land is desolate because 
of the fierceness of the Oppressor, and because of His fierce anger.”  In the immediate context 
these verses are describing the fierce anger of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and the 
terrible desolations his armies should make in all the countries and nations round about 
Jerusalem.  Ah, this was an awful time of judgment which was coming upon Israel, her king, her 
shepherds and the leaders of the flock.   
       Verses 34 and 35 – “Wail, shepherds, and cry! Roll about in the ashes, You leaders of the 
flock!”  “For the days of your slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled; You shall fall like a 
precious vessel.”  “And the shepherds will have no way to flee, Nor the leaders of the flock to 
escape.”  “A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a wailing of the leaders to the flock will be 
heard.” For the Lord has plundered their pasture,  And the peaceful dwellings are cut down 
Because of the fierce anger of the Lord.”  This was the Lord roaring from on high, roaring against 
His fold.  And He would give a shout as those who tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of 
the earth.”  Matthew Henry says: “He has been long silent, and seemed not to take notice of the 
wickedness of the nations; the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now He shall give a 
shout, as the assailants in battle do, against all the inhabitants of the earth, to whom it shall be a 
shout of terror, and yet a shout of joy in heaven, as theirs that tread the grapes; for, when God is 
reckoning with the proud enemies of his kingdom among men, there is a great voice of much 
people heard in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah’, Revelation 19:1.” “He roars as a lion (Amos 3: 4, 
Amos 3: 8), as a lion that has forsaken his covert (Jeremiah 25: 38), and is going abroad to seek 
his prey, upon which He roars, that He may the more easily seize it.” 
       Surely, if we have learned anything from this passage, it is that our sins make God indignant, 
angry, and wrathful.  We deserve the eternal punishment of God’s wrath, to drink the cup of His 
wrath to the dregs.  But the righteous progression of God’s plans is that He must always 
demonstrate to all people His righteous wrath; to punish them for their sins if they will not 
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repent.   Romans chapter 9, and verse 22.  “What if God, although willing to demonstrate His 
wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction?”  “And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, 
which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not from the Jews only, 
but also from among the Gentiles.”  Let us see that no person is able to be righteous without 
God’s Son becoming their salvation.  And so, let us glory in what God has done to satisfy His 
justice in relation to sinful mankind; something which we could never have expected, either 
sinful Israel, or us sinful Gentiles.  And that is that He gave us His only-begotten Son to be the 
Lion who has roared.  The was God’s response to man’s sin – to your sins.  This is where all the 
truth of God’s justice and His mercy meet us face-to-face; in Jesus Christ our Lord.   
       In the final part of this message, let me share a few verses with you which show us how our 
God has roared in judgment for the salvation of sinners who believe in Jesus Christ.  First, Isaiah 
50: 4 and 5 – “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to 
speak a word in season to him who is weary.”  “He awakens Me morning by morning, He 
awakens My ear to hear as the learned.”  “The Lord God has opened My ear; and I was not 
rebellious, nor did I turn away.”  “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to 
those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.”  It was the 
Lord Jesus Christ who rose up early to do God’s will, and to keep all of God’s commandments.  It 
was He who God awakened, morning by morning, to listen as a disciple, it says in the New 
American Standard translation; to hear as the learned.  The Lord God opened the ear of the Lord 
Jesus to obey in every particular.  He was not rebellious, nor did He turn away.  He went to the 
cross, He gave His back to those who struck Him; His cheeks to those who pulled out His beard.   
       Listen to how His Person and His work are portrayed for us in Revelation 5: 1-5.  “And I saw 
the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals.”  “Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘who is worthy to open 
the scroll and to loose its seals?”  “And no one in heaven or on the earth was able to open the 
scroll, or to look at it.”  “So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the 
scroll, or to look at it.”  “But one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep.”  “Behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose it seven seals.”  
You see, the Lord Jesus prevailed as a Lion, overtaking the prey of our sins, and instead of our 
being torn to pieces by God, because of our folly, our sin, and our shame, He was torn to pieces; 
being scourged and mocked and spit upon and crucified.  The Lion of the tribe of Judah became 
the Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world.   
       Verse 6 of Revelation 5 says: “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth.”  You and I should indeed weep over our sins, but we should also rejoice in Jesus Christ 
our Lord, that this great Lion roared, and the judgment of God fell upon Him instead of upon us.  
And in His resurrection God the Father roared – “This is My Son with whom I am well-pleased.”  
“Listen to Him.”  In Isaiah 42: 10-13 it says: “Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise from 
the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, You coastlands and you 
inhabitants of them!  Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar 
inhabits.”  “Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, Let them shout from the top of the mountains.”  “Let 
them give glory to the Lord, and declare His praise in the coastlands.”  “The Lord shall go forth 
like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war.”  “He shall cry out, yes, shout 
aloud; He shall prevail against His enemies.”  This is what Christ did on the cross, and this is 
what Christ is doing now as He sits at the right hand of the Father.  Let us glory that the 
righteous progression of the judgments of God finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, for all of God’s elect people.  All of our righteousness and all of our strength are in Him.   
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