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Eden Restored 
Revelation 22:1-7 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation chapter 22.  The subject of our 
study today will be verses 1 through 7.  Revelation 22:1: 

“1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there 
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse: but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 and they shall see 
his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign 
for ever and ever. 6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of 
the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 
7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.” 

The Bible is a book that traces human history from its beginning to its end.  It opens with the 
description of Adam and Eve being created and placed into the paradise that God had made for 
them.  All that God did in that creation was very good. 

But sadly, as a result of Satan’s temptation, mankind fell into sin against God and became subject 
to defilement, to depravity, and to death.  Paradise itself became cursed and corrupted, and 
mankind was driven out of Eden.   

But God was determined to redeem mankind from their sins and to restore the fallen creation, 
and to destroy all of the works that the Devil had achieved.  That restoring and redeeming work 
was accomplished by Jesus Christ when He came to save His people from their sins and to 
destroy the works of the Devil.  By making atonement for sin, Jesus removed the effects of sin 
and provided the basis for the restoration of both mankind and the original creation.   

And now the history of humanity that was begun in Genesis chapter 1, is coming to a conclusion 
in Revelation chapter 22.  As you move from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22, history has come full 
circle.  In chapter 22, mankind is now redeemed from sin and has been given a perfect and a 
permanent righteousness.  The work of the Devil and the Devil himself have been destroyed so 
that he can never again trouble us.   

In chapter 22, we see that the creation has been released from the curse, and paradise has been 
restored and perfected in both its function and its beauty.  And most wonderful of all, mankind 
now dwells in the presence of God, and is surrounded with the glory of God, and enjoys perfect 
fellowship with God.  In chapter 22, we see paradise restored and elevated to all it could have 
become, had Adam not sinned, and had he exercised proper dominion of it.  The good news of 
the Scriptures is that Jesus Christ, the last Adam, has done all that the first Adam failed to do.  



Jesus has not only restored the Garden of Eden, He has cultivated and kept it in such a way that it 
has reached perfection, and has now covered the whole earth.   

Jesus has not only forgiven us of our sins, He has provided us with a perfect and a permanent 
righteousness.   

Jesus has not only saved us from death and from hell, He has placed us into the paradise of God.   

Jesus has not only restored us to life, He has perfected our bodies and our souls so that they are 
holy and sinless and incorruptible forever.   

Jesus has not only delivered us from the wrath of God, He has made us holy, and unblameable, 
and unreprovable in His sight, and presents us faultless before His presence, so we may see 
God’s face without shame and without guilt and without dread. 

So we see that the conclusion of human history is a conclusion of triumph and victory.  It is a 
conclusion that achieves the perfection of the natural creation, and it is a conclusion that achieves 
the perfection of the human creation.  Now once again, God is able to look upon all things and 
say of them, “Behold, it is very good.” 

In our previous studies of Revelation 21, we have seen the perfection of the church in the new 
earth, as we looked at verses 9 to 21.  And then we saw the habitation of God in the new earth, as 
we looked at verses 22 to 27.  Now today, we will see the restoration of paradise in the new 
earth, as we look at Revelation 22, verses 1 to 7.  Revelation 22, verses 1 to 7, really belongs 
with chapter 21, because it is an extension and a conclusion of the description of the eternal state 
that we will enjoy on the new earth, that began to be described in Revelation 21 and verse 1.   

You recall that John provided us with a summary description of our eternal state in chapter 21, 
verses 1 to 8.  He then provided us with an expanded explanation of our eternal state in 
Revelation 21:9, all the way through chapter 22 and verse 7, in which he supplied many 
additional details about our eternal home, and the blessedness we will enjoy there.   

So in chapter 21, verses 9 to 21, we saw the perfection of the church in the new earth.  In 
chapter 21, verses 22 to 27, we saw the habitation of God in the new earth.  And now in 
chapter 22 and verses 1 to 7, we see the restoration of paradise in the new earth.  The perfection 
of the church; the habitation of God; and the restoration of paradise—those are the three great 
themes that were expanded on, and which were each just introduced to us in verses 1 to 8 of 
chapter 21. 

Having then seen the overview of the Bible from start to finish, having seen the summary of 
where we have been in chapter 21 and where we’re going to wind up in chapter 22, in the first 
place then this morning, let us consider together the source of life in the new earth.   
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Now the source of life in the new earth is spoken of in chapter 22 and verses 1 and 2.  Notice the 
allusions to the Garden of Eden restored.  It says, “1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.”  So we have the river of life, and we have the tree of life. 

First of all, then, let’s consider together the river of life spoken of in verse 1.  In verse 1 it says, 
“And he shewed me a pure river of water of life.”  Water in the Scriptures has long been a 
symbol of life, both literally and also spiritually.  Literally and physically, all living things need 
water to have life—plants and animals and people cannot live without water.  This was true since 
the very beginning of creation.   

You recall that at the center of the Garden of Eden was a river that ran through it to provide water 
for the Garden.  The mists that went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground 
was not sufficient to meet the needs of the animals and of the people.  God therefore provided 
them with a life-giving river, whose supply was abundant and whose source was God Himself.  
God supplied the water out of the earth for the river in the Garden of Eden, just like He supplied 
the water out of the rock which Moses smote, to provide Israel with water when she was in the 
wilderness.  This river God provided not only flowed through the Garden, it also divided it into 
four rivers that ran in various directions to water the whole earth.   

But as we know, mankind fell and was driven out of the Garden, and eventually the Flood came 
and covered the whole earth, dramatically changing the geography of the entire world.  The 
result is that Eden was obliterated, the geography of the earth was tremendously altered, and this 
river and its distributaries were lost.  This place called Eden and these rivers that flowed out of it 
in four heads, and the lands that Genesis 2 describes that they flowed into, can no longer be 
identified with any geographical place on the face of the earth. 

This source of water out of Eden was removed, and the source of the rivers of the earth are now 
supplied by the normal hydrological cycle of rainfall and runoff.  But this cycle of rainfall and 
runoff is seriously defective, due to the Fall and the curse, resulting in horrible floods in some 
areas, and terrible droughts in other areas.  Vast areas of the earth are arid and drought-prone, and 
deserts cover large portions of the earth.   

But what was lost in Eden due to the Fall will be restored in the new earth, and this was an 
especially precious promise to the people of Israel, because they lived in a dry and thirsty land, 
and the failure of the water supply due to drought caused many Israelites to die of thirst or 
starvation due to crop failure.   

But in the new earth, the river of God will be restored, and what was lost in the Fall will be 
regained, and returned, and restored so that the river of God will once again water the whole 
earth, and drought and desert will disappear forever.  Paradise will be physically restored in all of 
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the original beauty and balance and abundance that it possessed in the Garden of Eden before the 
Fall.  Never again will we live in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.   

But there is not only a literal and physical significance of this river in Revelation 22 and verse 1, 
there is also a symbolic and spiritual significance to this river in verse 1 that is even more 
profound, and more powerful, and more compelling.  In the Scriptures, water and rivers are 
symbols of blessing, and of eternal life, and of the Holy Spirit.   

Consider first of all, then, water as symbol of blessing.  Turn in your Bibles please to Psalm 1.  In 
the book of Psalms, it opens with these words: “1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And 
he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 

So here is a river of water symbolically pictured—one that is pure, abundant, freeflowing, and 
lifegiving.  This water symbolizes the blessing of God on the man’s life who rejects the world’s 
wicked ways of conduct and thought, and who embraces God’s righteous ways of conduct and 
thought that are revealed in the Scripture. 

And so the blessing of God, symbolized by this river, brings the man of God a life of spiritual 
productivity—“that bringeth forth his fruit in his season.”  It brings him a life of spiritual 
preservation—“his leaf also shall not wither.”  And it brings him a life of spiritual prosperity
—“whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”  So clearly here, the river is the symbol of the blessing of 
God in the life of a man who walks with God. 

Secondly, water is not only a symbol of blessing, water is also a symbol of eternal life.  Turn 
please to the gospel of John, chapter 4.  Here we see Jesus talking with the woman at the well, 
and He asks her for a drink of water.  And they have a discussion, and as this discussion 
develops, Jesus says to her in John 4 and verse 10:  

“If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, 
thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living 
water? 12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof 
himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again:”—now here it is—“14 but whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

So here, water is a symbol of eternal life.  And in fact, in Revelation 21 and verse 6, in our text in 
Revelation 22 and verse 1, and also in Revelation 22 and verse 17—three times, water is called 
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“the water of life.”  And clearly, in the context in which it is spoken, it is talking about eternal 
life.  So water is not only a symbol of God’s blessing, water is also a symbol of eternal life.   

Thirdly, water is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  Turn please to John chapter 7.  Jesus is at the 
feast of tabernacles, and of course there are huge masses of people there, and it says in John 7 
and verse 37, “37 In the last day, that great day of the feast,” that is, the feast of tabernacles that 
He’s at in Jerusalem, “Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water.”  Now here’s the interpretation of what that means, verse 39: “(But this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)” 

So here, the Holy Spirit is likened unto a river of lifegiving water that brings life to the sinner 
and produces life in the believer, and then flows out of him to extend life to those around him, 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit working within him.   

Now turn back please to Revelation 22.  What do we have here in Revelation 22:1, when we are 
told that “a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,” proceeds out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb?  Well this rich symbolic metaphor tells us that in the new earth, God’s blessing will be 
on His people, just like in Psalm 1.  And it tells us that God’s eternal life will be given to His 
people, just like in John 4.  And it tells us that God’s Holy Spirit will be filling His people, just 
like in John 7.   

But what is even more amazing is that this flow of God’s goodness to His people—consisting in 
His blessing upon them, the eternal life that is given to them, and the indwelling Holy Spirit that 
is dwells within them—will be constantly increasing throughout all eternity.  Now you think 
when you get to heaven and you’re first there, you’re hugely blessed.  You have God’s blessing, 
you have eternal life, you have the indwelling operation of the Holy Spirit—does it get any better 
than that?  Answer: Yes.  It gets better, and better, and better, and better, and those things will be 
greater and greater as time goes by. 

Now in order to demonstrate that, I would like for you to turn to Ezekiel chapter 47.  Ezekiel has 
a vision at the end of his book of this tremendous temple, and of course this is not a literal 
temple, because if we literalize the dimensions of it, it would be bigger than would fit in the 
entire land of Israel.  This thing is gigantic, just like the new Jerusalem is gigantic if we literalize 
the dimensions. 

But of course, this is a visual, symbolic image of not only the way the church is going to grow 
under the New Covenant, but also of the church as it exists in the new earth.  Because the church 
is the temple of God under the New Covenant, is it not?  So Ezekiel’s temple is not a picture of 
some temple in the Millennium, but rather, it is a picture of the church in this age, and in the age 
to come.  Now notice if you will, Ezekiel 47, verses 1 to 12: 
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“1 Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued out from 
under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, 
and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the 
altar. 2 Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way 
without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on 
the right side. 3 And when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured 
a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the waters were to the ankles. 4 Again 
he measured a thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again 
he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters were to the loins,” or the waist.  
“5 Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for the waters 
were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over. 

“6 And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me to 
return to the brink of the river. 7 Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were 
very many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue out 
toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea:”—you remember 
Jerusalem was to the west of the Dead Sea, so these waters are pictured as flowing out of 
Jerusalem eastward, and down to the Dead Sea—“which being brought forth into the sea, the 
waters shall be healed.” 

Now what do we know about the Dead Sea?  Answer: It’s dead.  Nothing lives in it.  It’s six 
times as salty as the ocean.  It’s where Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed.  It’s dead.  So these 
waters are flowing out of the temple, and they’re getting greater and greater as they flow, and 
they’re flowing into the Dead Sea.   

Verse 9: “And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the 
rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these 
waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river 
cometh. 10 And it shall come to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it,” that is, on the shore, 
“from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be 
according to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many.”  So the Dead Sea’s going 
to be full of fish, and fishermen are now going to stand on the shore of the Dead Sea with their 
nets, and they’re going to fish in there, and they’re going to get as many fish out of there as they 
get out of the Mediterranean.   

Verse 11: “But the miry places thereof and the marshes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be 
given to salt.”  Salt was a necessity of life, it had to be used in sacrifices—you need some salt 
around.  Verse 12: “And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall 
grow all trees for meat,” or food, “whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be 
consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued 
out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.” 
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Here in Ezekiel 47 is a visual, symbolic image of increasing abundance, increasing provision, 
and increasing blessing, that completely overwhelms us.  When he starts out, the blessings are to 
his ankles, and then they are to his knees, and then they are to his waist, and finally they’re so 
great, he’s overwhelmed by this river of blessing.  So what we see here is that life flourishes 
where the river flows, in ever-increasing amounts and volume of blessing. 

Here in Revelation 22, John is clearly using this imagery of Ezekiel that Ezekiel speaks of in 
chapter 47.  So the blessings of Eden that are symbolized by the river, both the physical blessings 
and the spiritual blessings, will all be restored in the new earth, and they will all be increasing 
more and more all throughout eternity.  The river of blessing gets greater and greater and greater 
in volume as eternity unfolds. 

Turn back if you would, please, to Revelation 22.  John tells us two more things about this river.  
It says in Revelation 22 and verse 1, “And he shewed me a pure river of water of life,”—notice
—“clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.”  Now this river is said 
to flow out of the throne of God and the Lamb.  This tells us that God is the source of all that this 
river represents, and that it is His sovereign grace that has given us the eternal life that it 
symbolizes, and the blessings that it conveys.   

Furthermore, it tells us this river is pure.  It is as clear as crystal.  And this tells us that there will 
be no sin in heaven, and no impurity to mar and deface and pollute the good that we shall enjoy 
there.  As it says in Proverbs 10:22, “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it.”  His blessings are pure.  They are clear as crystal, in that there is nothing that 
pollutes them.   

Numerous other passages from the Old Testament speak of the blessedness of the river that is in 
the new earth.  Notable among those passages are Psalm 46, verses 1 to 11, which describes the 
new earth; Isaiah 35, verses 6 to 10; Joel 3, verses 16 to 18; Zechariah 14, verses 8 and 9.  And 
those are just the major passages.  There are many others as well.  So this theme of the river of 
God’s blessing in the new earth is a huge theme in the Old Testament.   

Well that brings us then to our second subpoint, under our first main point.  Having seen the river 
of life in verse 1, notice secondly, the tree of life in verse 2.  It says, “In the midst of the street of 
it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, 
and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”   

Now as we consider how paradise is restored to us in the new earth, not only does God tell us 
about the restoration of the river of life, He now tells us about the restoration of the tree of life.  
The tree of life played a prominent role in the Garden of Eden.  According to Genesis 3 and 
verse 22, to eat of the tree of life would result in living forever.  To consume it was to obtain 
eternal life.  But once Adam sinned by eating the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam 
was cast out of the Garden and was prevented by swordbearing angels from ever approaching the 
tree of life again.  And the point is, is that man would never be able to obtain eternal life for 
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himself ever again.  Once he had sinned, there was no possibility of him doing something to 
obtain eternal life for himself.  The only thing he could’ve done was to have eaten of the tree of 
life, and the way to the tree of life was barred; and in the flood, it was obliterated.   

But God planted another tree of life on Mount Calvary, upon which Jesus died and shed His 
blood.  Galatians 3:13 says that “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”  First Peter 2:24 says 
that Jesus Christ, “his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” 

And why was Jesus cursed on that tree, as Galatians 3:13 says?  Well the reason why, is so that 
we might be justified from our sins, and have our record cleansed.  He bore the curse for us, and 
as a result, we were justified from our sins, and the record of our sin was cleansed.  

And why did Jesus bear our sins in his own body on the tree, as First Peter 2:24 says? The reason 
why He died on the tree, is so that we might be sanctified from our sins, and our persons 
cleansed.  He his own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, having died to sin, 
should live unto righteousness.   

So Jesus was cursed on that tree, and Jesus bore our sins in his own body on that tree, so that we 
might be justified from our sins, and our record cleansed, and so that we might be sanctified 
from our sins, and our persons cleansed.  In Galatians 3:13, His death accomplished our 
deliverance from the curse our sins brought upon us; and in First Peter 2:24, His death 
accomplished our deliverance from the power and the practice of sin.   

Because Christ by His death on the tree has justified us and cleansed our record, and because 
Christ by His death on the tree has sanctified us and cleansed our persons, we now once again 
have access to the tree of life.   

Just like the river of life continues to flow forever, providing endless blessings, so the tree of life 
continues to bear fruit and leaves for the healing of the nation from all of the effects and 
consequences of sin, and to impart ongoing life to all who are in the new earth.  The tree will not 
be there to look at.  The tree will be there to eat of, and to enjoy, and to receive healing from.  
This promise of eating of the tree of life was first given to us in Revelation 2 in verse 7, when 
Jesus said to the church at Ephesus, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”   

So the tree of life will be food and medicine for both body and soul, to provide us with perfect 
physical and spiritual health.  We read of this previously in Ezekiel 47.  You remember 
Ezekiel 47 and verse 12 said, “And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that 
side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be 
consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued 
out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.” 
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And so Ezekiel envisions this tree of life under the imagery of a multitude of trees, growing on 
the banks of the river.  Whether there will be one tree of life or a multitude of identical trees of 
life, the point is, this tree of life bears twelve kinds of fruit and it bears them twelve months out 
of the year.  Now the reason why the number twelve is used, of course, is because twelve 
symbolizes the people of God; the point being, every need of all of the people of God, whether 
physical or spiritual, whether for body or soul, will be fully met by the supply of God in the new 
restored Eden in the new earth.   

Revelation 7, verses 16 and 17, spoke of this in summary when it says, regarding those in the 
new earth, “16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”  
So this tree is how they eat, and this river is how they drink.  And that, then, is the source of life 
in the new earth—the river, and the tree.  The river of life, and the tree of life.   

Well that brings us then to our second major point.  Having seen the source of life in the new 
earth, notice secondly, the nature of life in the new earth.  The nature of life in the new earth is 
found in verses 3 to 5.  Notice it says in verse 3: “3 And there shall be no more curse: but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 and they shall see 
his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign 
for ever and ever.” 

Now I want you to notice, first of all, what is missing from the new earth and from the restored 
Garden of Eden.  Notice it says in verse 3 that in this restored Garden of Eden, “there shall be no 
more curse.”  That’s what’s missing, thank God.  Of course, there was no curse upon the first 
Garden of Eden until Adam sinned.  Originally, everything there was very good.  But with that 
sin came the curse, and that curse was exceedingly dreadful and painful.   

That curse is described in Genesis chapter 3, verses 16 to 19: “16 Unto the woman he said, I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because 
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life; 18 thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field; 19 in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

So God cursed mankind and the creation because of Adam’s sin.  For the woman, she was to 
have sorrow in childbirth and be in subjection to a fallen husband. For the man, he was to have a 
stubborn earth that resists his efforts to draw food out of it, and hard, arduous labor to make a 
living.  And for both of them, there would be death and decay of the body in the ground.   
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In a word, sorrow, hardship, and death are the result of the curse.  The curse brought about loss 
and misery and ruin, and after that, eternal damnation in hell, under the wrath of God.  The curse 
is the explanation for all human suffering and heartaches that exist.  Every sorrow, every pain, 
every misery, every hardship, every loss that you experience, is the result of the curse of God 
upon the earth and upon humanity.   

But this curse is completely done away with in the new earth.  Because Jesus atoned for sin, the 
curse which was caused by sin cannot exist any longer.  The curse is the effect of sin, and when 
sin is eradicated by the work of Christ, the curse has no more basis for existence.  Never again 
will we experience sorrow, hardship, or death.  Never again will we experience loss, and misery, 
and ruin.  Never again we will experience pain, and the displeasure and the punishment of God.   

But the new earth is not just noted for what is missing out of it, namely, the curse.  The new earth 
is also noted for what is present.  And he mentions three things here.  What is present is intimate, 
personal face-to-face fellowship with God; what is present is the soul-satisfying work of serving 
God; and what is present is the intellectual joy of having our minds filled with the thoughts of 
God.  So life in the new earth will be a delightfully positive experience.  

People often think of Christianity in terms of what you can’t do, what you can’t have.  But God’s 
prohibitions in this life are very small and very narrow, and only consist of things that will hurt 
us.  His permissions are very wide and very generous, and only consist of things that will bless 
us.  So in the new earth, the only thing we’re going to be without is all that which causes us 
misery, and heartache, and pain, and damnation, and death.  And what we will have is those 
things that give us life, and joy, and peace, and fulfillment, and pleasure.   

Notice first of all, we will be in the direct presence of the Father and the Son as they rule and 
reign over the universe, and we will see their face.  It says in verse 3, “but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 and they shall see his face.”  Now 
heretofore, seeing the face of God has been impossible.  God said to Moses in Exodus 33, verse 
20, “Thou cannot see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.”  First Timothy 6:16 says 
“God dwells in light that no man can approach unto; whom no man has seen, nor can see.”  Jesus 
said in John 1:18, “No man has seen God at any time.”  And John the apostle echoes that same 
statement in First John 4:12, when he says, “No man has seen God at any time.” 

And why is this?  Well the reason why is because sinful men cannot see the sinless God and live.  
The burning holiness of God would consume the sinner in an instant.  But the wonderful work of 
Christ, and the wonderful promise of the gospel is this: By believing in Christ, we can be made 
completely pure before God, and thereby be able to see the face of God and live.   

It says in Matthew 5 and verse 8, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  Christ 
purifies our hearts by faith, and Christ presents us faultless before His Father, and because He 
does, we can see God.  To be able to see God and to behold Him and to gaze on His face is the 
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greatest blessedness that any human could ever know.  David said in Psalm 27 and verse 4, “One 
thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.”  And in 
the new earth, we will be in the direct presence of the Father and the Son as they rule and reign 
over the universe, and we will behold the beauty of the Lord, and we will see their face.   

Secondly, we will enjoy the soul-satisfying work of serving God.  It says here, “His servants 
shall serve him.”  Now much of the work that we do right now is made onerous because of the 
curse.  It’s made wearisome because of our physical weaknesses.  And it is pointless because 
much of it has no lasting value.  Our greatest works disappear into the dust of time, and from that 
perspective, the author of the book of Ecclesiastes said regarding our work, “Vanity of vanities.  
All is vanity.”   

But in the new earth, serving God will be a pleasure.  In the new earth, serving God will energize 
us, not drain us.  Serving God will have eternal significance and value.  The meaning and the 
worth of the value of the work we do will never pass away.  When we have served God, we will 
have a sense of fulfillment and accomplishment that will fill us with delight, and give us a 
satisfaction we have never known here on earth.  We will finally feel we have found our calling 
and our purpose.  So, in the new earth we will enjoy the soul-satisfying work of serving God.   

Thirdly, in the new earth, we will have the intellectual joy of having our minds filled with the 
thoughts of God.  It says here in verse 4 that “his name shall be in their foreheads.”  Now this is 
not some kind of a literal tattoo of God’s actual name displayed on our foreheads.  This is the 
same symbolic concept we previously looked at in Revelation 7 and verse 3, where it says God 
sealed His servants with His seal in their foreheads. 

The name of God in the forehead is symbolic of the fact that God is at the forefront of his 
servant’s mind at all times, and that thoughts about God have the place of highest prominence in 
his life.  The forehead is at the forefront of the mind, it’s at the highest place of the body, and 
therefore, what is being said is, thoughts of God in heaven are always going to be at the forefront 
of our mind, and they’re always going to have the highest priority in our thinking.   

In this world, our minds are often a jumbled mess, and our thoughts are occupied with the 
mundane, and the ridiculous, and the sinful.  Often our thinking is confused, and darkened, and 
distracted.  We focus on the wrong thing; we focus on it in the wrong way; and we come to 
wrong conclusions about it.  Our mental health on this earth is very, very poor.  And the more we 
look at the Internet, the worse it gets.  And the more we play on our phones, the less we think the 
thoughts of God. 

But in the new earth, with perfected bodies and souls, and with all sinful impediments removed, 
the clarity of our thinking, and the focus of our thinking, and the wisdom of our thinking will be 
perfect.  And our thinking will dwell without distraction on the most satisfying object 
conceivable, and that is the person and the work of God.  That’s what we’ll be thinking about all 
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of the time, it will be at the forefront of our mind, and it will have the highest place of 
prominence in our thoughts.  His name, that is, all He is and all He has done, will be and remain 
at the forefront of our minds and at the center of our thinking.  No higher object, and no better 
object could occupy our minds for all eternity than to have on our minds the person and the 
works of God.   

But heaven is also noted, not only for what is missing—no curse; not only what is present—
being able to see His face, being able to serve Him, and being able to think about Him; thirdly, 
heaven is also noted for what is restored.  Notice verse 5: “And there shall be no night there; and 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 

Now when it says there shall be no night there, and the Lord God gives them light, it repeats and 
reinforces what we studied at length back in Revelation 21, verses 23 to 25.  The special 
presence of God, here represented by this continuous and pervasive light, which is so universal 
and brilliant that it renders all other sources of light irrelevant and insignificant and unnecessary, 
that light is the environment and the atmosphere in which we dwell.   

Right now, we have not the light of God’s special, personal presence to this degree.  He’s there, 
and we’re here.  But someday, we will dwell in it without any barrier, and without any limitation, 
and without any distance.  Wherever we may go, whenever it may be, and whatever we are 
doing, we will always be dwelling in the immediate, special, personal presence of God.  Never 
will there be any physical or spiritual distance between God and ourselves.  We will be 
enveloped in the light of His presence.   

And then, not only is the light of God’s special personal presence restored to us, but the 
dominion over the earth is also restored to us.  Notice the last phrase of verse 5.  It says, “And 
they shall reign for ever and ever.”  This is the final step in the restoration of Eden, in which the 
dominion over the earth that we once had, but that was forfeited to Satan in the Fall so that he 
became the god of this world, is once again now restored to us.   

We will once again have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.  Once again, we will subdue the earth under our 
rule and reign, and manage the Eden that has been restored to us.  God will make us once again 
lords of the earth.   

Thus, Eden is fully restored.  All that we lost has not only been regained, but brought to its 
highest level of conceivable perfection and fulfillment and development, so that all that we enjoy 
is what Adam would have had, had he passed the test.  But thank God, Jesus in the wilderness 
did pass the test, and when Satan came to Him, He resisted him, and He rejected him, and He 
won for us the restoration of Eden, and He twisted it out of the hand of Satan, and by His saving 
work, He gives it back to His people, completely perfected.   
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Now notice the conclusion in verses 6 and 7: “6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful 
and true.”  All of this that we have read in chapter 21 and chapter 22 seems far too wonderful for 
us to believe.  And therefore, the angel reinforces the truthfulness of his testimony, and the 
visions of John in verse 6, when he says, “These sayings are faithful and true.”  In other words, 
this is what is going to happen.  This isn’t a fairy tale, this isn’t a fantasy, this isn’t somebody’s 
dream.  This is exactly what’s going to happen, and this is exactly what it’s going to be, and this 
is exactly what you are going to experience.  Everything that has been represented here is faithful 
and it is true. 

Now he goes on to say in verse 6, “And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew 
unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.”  The reason why he said “this must 
shortly be done” is because all that is said in the book of Revelation was beginning to be 
fulfilled, even in John’s day.  We saw this when we first began the exposition of the book.  Way 
back in chapter 1:1 of Revelation, you remember He said that He was going to show John things 
that must shortly come to pass.   

And so, all that’s in the book of Revelation began to occur in John’s day.  It has been occurring 
for the last 2,000 years, and it will continue to occur on into eternity, in its completion and its 
fulfillment.  So the book of Revelation isn’t a book for some day in the future, when the rapture 
finally occurs and the tribulation begins.  The book of Revelation is a book for right now.  It has 
been coming to pass, in terms of the spiritual conflict it describes and the outcome it’s producing
—it has been coming to pass for the last 2,000 years.   

Now notice verse 7.  Jesus says, “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book.”  And so verse 7a tells us that we will see the full accomplishment 
and the consummation all of these things that have been promised in the second coming of 
Christ, which will occur quickly, in relationship to the length of time it took for His first coming.   

Now “quick” is a relative term, right?  Sometimes quick is two minutes, and sometimes quick is 
two weeks, depending upon what you’re thinking about.   So when Jesus says, “I’ll come 
quickly,” well, “quickly” with reference to what?  He can only mean quickly in reference to His 
first coming, which took place at least 4,000 years from the promises of Genesis 3:15 until 
Matthew chapter 1, when Jesus was born.  It’s only been 2,000 years now.  And I don’t know 
how long it’ll be, and I don’t set dates, but it won’t be as long as it took for Him to come the first 
time.  He will come quickly in relationship to that. 

And you know, He’s going to come quickly for every one of you individually, in your personal 
lives.  How long do you have to live?  Well, as far as you know, not another second.  Jesus could 
come very quickly for you, individually, in just a moment or two.  But at the most, you might 
have 60, 70, 80, 90 years, or maybe even 100 years, which would be unusual.  It’s a very short 
period time.  Jesus is coming very quickly for you.  Are you ready for His coming?  He has told 
us in this book all that that involves, and we need to be prepared by repentance and faith.   
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So Jesus says here in verse 7, “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book.”  And what Jesus is telling us is, take this book seriously.  Trust its 
promises, believe its warnings, and act on its commands, and find comfort and peace in its 
explanation of why things are happening in the way in which they are.   

In a word: Use this manual of spiritual warfare to live by.  This book reveals to you what 
spiritual warfare will look like between the first and the second coming of Christ, and why things 
occur as they do, and how you should respond to it all.   

Jesus is saying to us, Live by this book and its teachings, and keep your focus on what it 
declares, and most of all, keep your focus on the person that it reveals, for it is the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  Learn of Him, and what He has done, and what He is doing, and what He will do, 
by learning this book.  And He says in verse 7, Blessed are you if you do.   

And so may God help us as we approach the end of this book, not just to set it aside and forget 
about it, but to live in it and all it teaches us about what spiritual warfare looks like; about what 
building the kingdom of God looks like; and about what the outcome and the conclusion is going 
to be and the conflict we’re going to have until we get there; and the perseverance that we need 
to engage in while we’re in the midst of the battle.  May God help us to be people who not only 
understand the book, but who live by the book and keep the sayings of the book.  Shall we pray 
together. 

Father, thank you for this wonderful book.  Thank you for the wonderful promises it contains.  
Thank you for the explanation it provides, as to why things are the way they are: Why 
governments act the way they do—it’s because they’re the beast that have been given power by 
Satan; why false religions act like they do—they’re the false prophet; why culture is corrupt and 
wicked—it’s Babylon; and why people are so evil in their thinking and actions—they have the 
mark of the beast in their head and in their hand.  They think like Satan and act like Satan.   

Oh, Father, help us then to not be surprised and shocked and dismayed by the way this world 
goes, and by the things that it does, and by the experiences that we have, but know that this is 
exactly what our manual of spiritual warfare has taught us and told us.  And may we then 
respond to these things as you call upon your saints to do.   

Father, may we live for Jesus, be humble before Jesus, be filled with thankfulness to Jesus, and 
keep our eyes on the future of this new heaven and this new earth, and persevere in our present 
distresses, because the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.   

Father, thank you for that blessed hope and the optimistic future that we have, as we think about 
living in paradise restored forever.  And all the pain, and the sorrow, and the sighing, and the 
sadness, and the sickness, and the death of this life will be left behind forever.  Father, may we 
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keep our eyes on the things above, and not on the things of the earth.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  
Amen.
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