
Sermon Notes:                                “Before Honor is Humility”                                  Luke 14:1 – 14  

God will humble those who exalt themselves and will exalt those who humble themselves.  How often does  
the Word of God assure us that this is so?

This truth introduces Jesus’ prophetic “woes” to the Pharisee in Matthew 23:12. “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” It is the centerpiece of Mary’s “Magnificat” in Luke 1:52. “He has brought 
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate.” With this teaching He confronts the unbelieving 
cities of His day in  Luke 10:15.  “And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to 
Hades.”  It is here in the Parable of the guests invited to the feast, Luke 14:11. “For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." It appears again in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector,  
Luke 18:14. “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself  
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." It is reaffirmed by Jesus’ brother James in his “Wisdom” 
writings,  James 4:10.  “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”  And we are reminded again by the  
Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5:6. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he  
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”   Will those 7 multiplied reminders change 
the way we live?

The teaching of Jesus here certainly sounds like what the Proverbs earlier declared:  “Do not claim honor in the presence of  
the king, and do not stand in the place of great men; for it is better that it be said to you, "Come up here," Than that you  
should be put lower in the presence of the prince, Whom your eyes have seen” (Pro 25:6-7).

The examples of Joseph, Mary, Mordecai, Haman, Esther, Baruch and others certainly illustrate this foundational message of  
Scripture.  But it is the example of Jesus Himself that most clearly confirms and proves the principle that “Before honor 
comes humility” (Prov. 15:33; 18:12; 22:4).  Are we willing to allow the indicative to practically turn into the imperative?  

Does not the Apostle Paul teach the same doctrine?  How could he not?  Consider Phil. 2:5-11, probably an early 
hymn of the Church.  Checking the indices of The Trinity Hymnal, 15 hymns cite these verses.

“Humility in Scripture does not mean pretending to be worthless and refusing positions of responsibility, but knowing and 
keeping the place God has appointed for one. Being humble is a matter of accepting God’s arrangement, whether it means  
the high exposure of leadership (Moses was humble as a leader, Num. 12:3), or the obscurity of being a servant. When Jesus  
said that He was “lowly in heart” (Mt. 11:29), He meant that He was following the Father’s plan for His earthly life.”  (The 
Reformation Study Bible)

We should remember the principle “one interpretation, many applications” here.

Yet, showing humility and lowliness of mind does not mean that Christ’s disciples are not fighters.   “May God 
never grant me humility when the articles of faith are concerned.  It is not pride but great humility when we serve God and  
confess His Word. The fanatics and sectarians are complaining about us as though no humility and love were found among 
us.  But we reply: First abolish the Word, doctrine, and faith; for in these matters we will not budge a handbreadth though  
heaven and earth were to fall because of our firmness.”  (Luther)

There are instructions here for both guests and host.  When you are the guest, take the lower place.  When you are 
the host, invite the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.

“Humility will not make us unconscious of what is good in us, but it will make us beware of imagining something to be good  
which is not, or imagining something which is good to be better than it is; and it will constantly keep before the mind, that  
whatever good is in us, has been put into us.  It is not so much ours as God’s, the gift of His grace, the work of His Spirit,  
and thus make the very consciousness of our sanctification, instead of putting us up, a means of deepening the conviction,  
that no flesh may ‘glory in His Presence,’ and that ‘he who glories must glory in the Lord.’”  (John Brown)

Would you come to this Lord’s Supper in any other attitude besides humility?  What does it mean to “examine 
yourself” if not this?


