
SERMON NOTES 
May 3, 2015 

CAN YOU DIG IT? 
 

WEEK AFTER WEEK 
  Psalm 119:89 Your word, LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the 
heavens.  
  Luke 21:33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away.  

OUTSIDE DIGGERS 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES THAT VERIFY THE HISTORICAL 
RELIABILITY OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 

 The discovery of the ______ archive  
- Ebla tablets collection of as many as 1800 complete clay tablets, 
  4700 fragments and many thousand minor chips found in the 
  palace archives of the ancient city of Ebla, Syria.  
- Discovered by archaeologist Paolo Matthiae in 1974–75. 
- Date 2,500BC – 2,250BC shows the Biblical writings of Patriarchs. 

 The evidence for the ___________ as found in Genesis 
- Abraham, the father of the Hebrews. 
- Abraham’s home city of Ur was excavated. 
- Great Ziggurat of Ur its remains were excavated in the 1920s 
  and 1930s by Sir Leonard Woolley.  

 Solomon’s __________ excavated  1 Kings 9:15 Here is the 
account of the forced labor King Solomon conscripted to build the 
LORD’s temple, his own palace, the terraces, the wall of Jerusalem, & 
Hazor, Megiddo & Gezer.  
- Solomon cities such as Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer (1 Kings 9:15) have 
been excavated.  Solomon even used similar blueprints for some 
duplicated buildings. 

 The ____________ King found  Isaiah 20:1-2 In the year that 
the supreme commander, sent by Sargon king of Assyria, came to 
Ashdod and attacked & captured it— 2  at that time the LORD 
spoke through Isaiah son of Amoz.  
- It was once claimed there was no Assyrian king named Sargon as 
recorded in Isaiah 20:1 cuz his name was not known in any other record. 
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- Then, Sargon's palace was discovered in an archaeological dig in Iraq.  
The very event mentioned in Isaiah 20, his capture of Ashdod, was 
recorded on the palace walls.  

 Nebuchadnezzar ________? 
- Daniel knew that Nebuchadnezzar was responsible for the splendor of 
Babylon (Daniel 4:30). But this was unknown to modern historians until 
it was confirmed by the German professor Koldewey, who excavated 
Babylon approximately 100 years ago. 
  Jeremiah 51:58 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Babylon’s thick 
wall will be leveled and her high gates set on fire; the peoples exhaust 
themselves for nothing, the nations’ labor is only fuel for the flames.”  

  The Dead Sea ________ 
- After approximately 2,000 years of being buried in caves near the Dead 
Sea, these scrolls came to light again in AD 1947. The Jews were 
searching for a Messiah, the king-like David, the great High Priest of the 
people of Israel, the High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, the 
prophet like Moses 
- The Scrolls have provided copies of most of the Old Testament, for 
fragments of every Old Testament book except Esther have been found 
in Hebrew, about 1,000 years earlier than previous extant Hebrew 
copies. (A writing from the book of Esther is found in another scroll.) 

 Evidence for a ________ and a ____________ 
- The excavators Granfell and Hunt reported that their evidence showed 
that this was the first census (poll tax—enrollment) that took place in 
the time of Quirinius. (Another inscription has shown that Quirinius was 
in Syria twice—first as a military leader at a time of civil unrest, and 
later as Governor of Syria.) The census was probably delayed in 
Palestine because of that civil unrest. 

 The New Testament validated as an ________ historical document 
- The findings of Sir William Ramsay and his successors in Asia Minor 
reestablished the veracity of Luke the historian & other NT writers. 
 

* Some archeologists are using the Bible as a reference  
before they ______ 

 

What Does Archaeology Tell Us About The Bible? 

 
“Evidence for the Bible”  by Clive Anderson, & Brian H. Edwards 

 
All references taken from The New International Version of the Bible unless noted. 
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