
Gospel Holiness (14): Its Beauty                    Hymns 302, 445, 465 

 

We've been engaged in a topical series of messages on the theme of Christian or Gospel Holiness—we come 

this week to the aspect of holiness I am calling—Its Beauty—now in addressing the Beauty of Holiness—I 

want to largely use this fact (that holiness adorns God's house) as an incentive for every member of this house 

to pursue it... 

 

Psalm 93 describes the LORD as a King upon His throne—ruling over creation (vv3-4) and redemption (v5)—

He reigns over the temple of this world, and the temple of His church—while He sits as sovereign over all 

things—He especially rules over Zion...   

 

The Psalm ascribes to the exalted King three possessions—[1] His throne, v2—"Your throne is established 

from of old," [2] His testimonies, v5—"Your testimonies [words] are very sure," and [3] His house—

"Holiness adorns Your house, O LORD, forever"—thus He has an eternal rule, a sure word, and an eternal and 

holy house... 

 

Thus—I want to suggest to points with regards to our text—[1] What Holiness Adorns—that is—it adorns 

God's house (corporality and individually), and [2] Why Holiness Adorns—that is—I want to supply three 

basic reasons why holiness adorns or befits God's house...  

 

I.   What Holiness Adorns  

II.  Why Holiness Adorns  

 

I.   What Holiness Adorns  

 

1. Before I seek to address this point directly—I want to begin with a brief explanation of this word—

ADORN... 

2. The Hebrew word literally means—"beautiful or befitting"—thus—holiness beautifies or embellishes 

God's house... 

3. Holiness is befitting of God's house—it's suitable or appropriate—it is a proper decoration—it's fits His 

house... 

4. Thus—by "adorns" is meant—holiness renders God's house beautiful and attractive—it's becoming of His 

house... 

5. George Swinnock—"No hangings, no tapestry become God's house so well as holiness; and no place is so 

proper as the house of God for this costly, comely furniture..." 

6. This brings me to my main point—What does holiness adorn—what is meant by God's house—"holiness 

adorns Your house, O LORD, forever..."  

7. Well—simply put—by God's house is meant—God's temple—which was typical of His NC temple—the 

church... 

8. Ps.65:4—"We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, of Your holy temple"—house and 

temple are the same thing... 

9. Holiness renders the church beautiful—thus it is fitting and suitable—and this was typified in the OC 

temple... 

10. [1] Typified in God's OC house—that is—holiness adorned God's OC temple or house located in 

Jerusalem... 

11. Everything associated with God's house was holy—it was built on a holy mountain, filled with holy 

furniture, and served by holy priests...  

12. The temple itself was divided into two parts—The holy Place and The Most Holy Place (or the Holy of 

Holies)... 

13. Ex.30:25-30—"And you shall make from these a holy anointing oil, an ointment compounded according to 

the art of the perfumer. It shall be a holy anointing oil. With it you shall anoint the tabernacle of meeting 

and the ark of the Testimony; the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of 

incense; the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base. You shall consecrate 
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them, that they may be most holy; whatever touches them must be holy. And you shall anoint Aaron and 

his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister to Me as priests..." 

14. Here we find that not only were the priests holy—but the various utensils used in the temple were also 

holy... 

15. Now—obviously this was a ceremonial holiness—but a real and inward holiness—but it was a typical 

holiness... 

16. The point was—holiness adorned the house of God—everything associated with that house MUST BE 

holy...  

17. 2Chron.23:6—"Let no one come into the house of the LORD except the priests and those of the Levites 

who serve. They may go in, for they are holy..." 

18. [2] Realized in God's NC house—that is—the Scriptures also describe holiness as adorning the church of 

God...   

19. Zech.14:20-21—"In that day 'HOLINESS TO THE LORD' shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. 

The pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and 

Judah shall be holiness to the LORD of hosts. Everyone who sacrifices shall come and take them and cook 

in them. In that day there shall no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts (Isa.60:13-

14)..." 

20. This is a glorious prophecy of Christ's second coming—when everything in His temple shall be perfectly 

holy... 

21. There is coming a day—when everyone within God's temple—will be truly, perfectly, and eternally—

HOLY... 

22. In that day—holiness will perfectly adorn God's house—but what's completed at His second coming, is 

begun in His first coming... 

23. Thus—the NT Scriptures repeatedly describe the church of God as the House of God—or, the NT temple 

of God... 

24. Christ is presently building His house or temple—this happens every time a sinner is saved and added to 

the church... 

25. Yet—the professing or visible church is at present imperfect—it consists of flawed saints and even 

hypocrites... 

26. Thus—the prophet says—"In that day there shall no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of 

hosts..." 

27. That is—in that day—every person within the house of God will be converted—and—they will each be 

glorified... 

28. 1Cor.3:16-17—"Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple 

you are..." 

29. Here—the entire collective church is referred to as the temple or house of God—in whom the Spirit 

dwelt.... 

30. The temple was holy—holy in the sense that it belonged to God—and holy in the sense that it was morally 

pure... 

31. Thus—I suggest that holiness adorns the church of God—both in their corporate worship and individual 

lives... 

32. Now—I can illustrate this by reminding you—the imagery of temple is applied both to the collective 

church and the individual believer... 

33. That is—holiness adorns God's house as we gather to worship and as we live our individual lives through 

the week... 

34. Or perhaps I can put it like this—holiness adorns or befits God's people (house) both corporately and 

individually... 

35. [a] Corporately—that is—holiness adorns the house of God as His people assembly with holy and pure 

hearts... 

36. Ps.96:7-9—"Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the LORD glory and strength. Give to 

the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts. Oh, worship the LORD in 

the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth..." 
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37. Holiness befits God's house—because God Himself is holy those who approach Him must do so in 

holiness... 

38. Yes—we come before the throne of God—washed in Jesus' blood and robbed in His righteousness or 

holiness... 

39. But—our personal and practical holiness is essential to an intimate and beneficial corporate worship of 

God... 

40. 1Tim.2:8—"I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 

doubting..." 

41. [b] Individually—that is—holiness adorns the house of God when His people live lives in harmony to His 

word... 

42. Tit.2:9-10—"Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not 

answering back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity (showing they are trustworthy), that they may 

adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things..." 

43. In so far as servants obeyed their masters in all things—they adorned the doctrine of God our Savior in all 

things... 

44. That is—they adorn the gospel—they render it attractive—they beautify it—they glory and honor the 

gospel... 

45. John Gill—"To adorn the Gospel, is first to believe and receive it, then to profess it, and hold fast that 

profession, and walk worthy of it..." 

46. Now—what Paul here says of servants—is also true of every Christian—in every circumstance they find 

themselves... 

47. Wives—you adorn the gospel of God when you humble submit to your husbands—when you honor your 

husbands... 

48. Husbands—you adorn the gospel of God when you love your wives—putting her needs and desires before 

yours... 

49. Children—you adorn the gospel of God when you believingly and sincerely love, honor, and obey your 

parents... 

50. But—I can go further—employees adorn the gospel of God when they honestly serve and honor their 

employers... 

51. Neighbors—you adorn the gospel of God when you become concerned with the needs of those around 

you... 

52. 1Pet.3:3-6—"Do not let your adornment be merely outward – arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting 

on fine apparel – rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle 

and quiet spirit (still, calm, peaceable), which is very precious in the sight of God. For in this manner, in 

former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own 

husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not 

afraid with any terror..." 

53. [a] This beauty is INWARD—"the hidden person of the heart...a gentle and quite spirit"—an obedience or 

holy spirit... 

54. [b] This beauty is UNFADING—"incorruptible beauty"—that is—unlike physical beauty this beauty 

lasts... 

55. Prov.31:30—"Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be 

praised..." 

56. [c] This beauty is PRECIOUS—"which is very precious in the sight of God"—it's precious because it 

adorns His house... 

57. Though this beauty may not be precious in the sight of foolish men—it's VERY precious in the sight of 

God... 

58. Now—before I leave this point—I can hardly resist suggesting two applications—[i] to young ladies, [ii] 

to young men... 

59. [i] To young ladies—if you really want to be beautiful—then strive for the inward and unfading beauty of 

the heart... 

60. [ii] To young men—if you really desire to one day marry a truly beautiful lady—then seek after inward 

beauty... 
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II.  Why Holiness Adorns  

 

A. Because holiness is beautiful  

 

1. Holiness renders a person truly beautiful—or, put another way—true beauty consists in holiness of heart 

and life... 

2. Now—here I must clarify—that fallen and foolish man does not agree that holiness renders a person truly 

beautiful... 

3. The world doesn't believe this—and thus it's for this reason that woman (men) are fixated with physical 

appearances...  

4. But brethren—just as holiness adorns the house of God—nothing beautifies the soul more than moral 

purity... 

5. In fact—there is nothing more beautiful in this world than God's church—His NC house—adorned with 

holiness... 

6. Now—while it's true that native man doesn't see this beauty—good men do—and especially the BEST 

man does... 

7. Ps.45:2—"You are fairer than the sons of men"—literally—"Beautiful, beautiful, you are, more than all 

men..."  

8. Ps.45:10-11—"Listen, O daughter, Consider and incline your ear; forget your own people also, and your 

father's house; so the King will greatly desire your beauty; because He is your Lord, worship Him (Song 

6:4)..." 

9. Psalm 45 is a beautiful Psalm which described the King and Queen—or, Christ and His beloved people 

(bride)... 

10. The Psalm begins with the Queen extolling her Beloved King—for His beauty, grace, blessing, power, 

majesty, and holiness... 

11. Having described the moral beauty of the King—the Psalmist now exhorts the Queen—to purse after 

holiness... 

12. [1] A call to holiness, v10—"Listen, O daughter, consider and incline your ear; forget your own people 

also, and your father's house..." 

13. [2] A motive for holiness, v11—"so the King will greatly desire your beauty"—that is—her MORAL 

beauty... 

14. Thus an incentive for her to listen to her Husband—and forsake this world—was that He would desire her 

beauty...    

 

B. Because the foundation is holy  

 

1. By this I mean—Christ, who is the very foundation of the temple—has died to make His spiritual temple 

holy... 

2. Now—I have mentioned several times through these messages—our holiness is the result of our union 

with Christ... 

3. Each Christian is a living stone resting upon the foundation—in other words—they are in union with 

Christ... 

4. Thu—each stone receives a twofold holiness because of their union with Christ—justification and 

sanctification... 

5. [1] Justification—Christians have received the perfect holiness and righteousness of Christ by or through 

faith... 

6. This righteousness can rightly be called an external holiness—it's the basis by which we are accepted with 

God... 

7. [2] Sanctification—Christians also receive a new heart and the Holy Spirit—who works holiness within 

them... 

8. This is the holiness of Ps.93:5—because it's a holiness that be seen—"it adorns the house of God, 

forever..." 

9. 2Tim.2:19—"Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: The Lord knows those 

who are His, and, Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity..." 
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10. In the preceding verses—the apostle has been describing the false teaching and apostasy of certain 

professing Christians... 

11. These two false teachers (v17)—will overthrow the faith of some—that is—others will apostatize from the 

truth... 

12. V19 is a comfort to Timothy—that while many professing believers fall away—this doesn't take God by 

surprise... 

13. He describes the true church as being built upon a sturdy and sure foundation—with a twofold seal written 

on it... 

14. Now—before we look briefly at these—let me suggest that the foundation is God's sovereign purpose in 

Christ... 

15. [a] "The Lord knows those who are His"—that is—He knows them because He elected them from 

eternity... 

16. [b] "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity"—that is—those who profess to 

belong to Christ—must live like it... 

 

C. Because the world is not holy   

 

1. That is—holiness adorns the house of God because it set's it apart from this world—it serves as a beacon 

of light... 

2. Simply put—holiness is fitting for God's house—because this unholy and wicked world—needs that 

holiness... 

3. Now—obviously—the world needs more than our holiness—our personal and practical holiness can save 

nobody... 

4. But—the church's holiness does, under the blessing of God, point the world to their need of a perfect 

righteousness... 

5. Matt.5:14—"You are the  light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden...Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven..." 

6. 1Pet.3:1-2—"Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the 

word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste 

conduct accompanied by fear..." 

 


